


The "For  O f f i c i a l  Use Only"  p r o t e c t i v e  m a r k i n g s  

u s e d  h e r e i n  a r e  c a n c e l e d  a t  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  u s e  i n  j u d i c i a l  p r o -

c e e d i n g s  E 5 -C E -P -T  f o r  t h o s e  p a g e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  i n  fhe T a b l e  of C o n t e n t s  (Volume 11, 

Book 1 )  as c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  

a u t o m a t i c  t e r m i n a t i o n  ( p a r a  1 3 ,  AR 3 4 0 - 1 6 ) .  



REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY REVIEW 

OF THE 

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE M Y  LA I INCIDENT (U) 

VOLUME I I  

TEST1 MONY 

BOOK 13 
JOHNSON, D. LABRIOLA MCKNIGHT 
KESHEL LACKEY MELTON 
K I R K P A T R I  CK LIPSCOMB MOODY 
K I S S I N G E R  MACLACHLAN P ITTMAN 
K R I E G  MCANAW 

14 MARCH 1970 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: JOHNSON, Dennis H,, CPT 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 8 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


'bVITNESS SUSPECTED OF : N/A 

COUNSEL: ' William @. BARNES, CBT, JAGC, appointed 
military counsel, stationed at Headquarters, Military 
District of Washington. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 52d Military Intelligence 

Detachment, llth Infantry Brigade, working as an interrogator 

for Task Force Barker. 


I. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


After completion of OCS and school at Port Bolabird, 
he joined the llth Brigade in Hawaii, where they had 
normal POW training (pg. 36). He did not recall seeing 
Exhibit M-2 or Exhibit M-3 before, although he did get a 
pamphlet about the customs of the Vietnamese people (pg. 
3 7 ) .  He received information on how to handle prisoners, 
but did not recall any instructions on the investigation 
of war crimes. He had the responsibility of reporting to 
his commander, those actions not yet reported, and he 
assumed in this instance that the actions had been reported 
(pg. 38). Exhibit D-1 (ElACV Directive 20-4) had not been 
seen before nor had he received any instruction in the 
subject (pg. 38). 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 


He was notified on the evening of 15 March 1968 of 

the operation to take place the next morning, and he did not 

go up to LZ Dottie until the next morning because there 

were no helicopters available (pg. 6). He was to 

interrogate detainees on the operation (pg. 6) through his 

interpreter, Sergeant MINH who arrived with him (pg. 5). 

Lieutenant Colonel BARKER told him that they were going in 
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to the My Lai area and he does not recall any significant 

conversation with the S2, Captain KOTOUC (pg . 6). 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 


a. The location of the original CP at the landinq .. 
zone. 

He left from LZ Dottie about 0730 hours on the 

second lift to My Lai. There were troops on the ground 

when he landed, and he ran to the CP group, located by 

a rise in the ground, where he remained for twenty to 

thirty minutes. There was firing going on, but he did not 

know who was firing nor did he, at first, recognize My Lai 

( 4 )  from the aerial photo, Exhibit P-1 (pg. 8), or from the 
oblique aerial photo, Exhibit P-45 (pg. 9). He stated that 
they went in toward the northwest side of the village 
(pg. 9) The CP was to the west of the village. It 

consisted of Captain MEDINA and one or two radio men (pg.10). 

A box was brought into the CP containing a transistorized 

Sony radio and medical supplies (pg. 11). Then there was 

firing to the north of My Lai (4) as the troops moved in 

p g  1 .  On Exhibit P-1, the CP is located with a "1" 

p g  1 1 )  He landed at approximately 0800 hours. Number 

"2" indicates the area of a two squad deployment to the 

north of the village (pg. 12) . 

b. Movement of the CP to the south of the village. 


After sitting behind the dike until about 0830 

hours, he' saw MEDINA move the CP out to the south. He 

thought that he went around the southwest corner of My 

Lai (4) and proceeded up the trail or he might have 

followed MEDINA back across the dry river bed west of 

My Lai (4) (pg. 13). 


c. The location of the bodies in the village. 


The next firm recollection was of moving up the 
trail along the southern flank of My Lai (4) and seeing a 
dead child (pg. 14). At that time, PlEDINA and the command 
group were out of his sight (pg. 14). A number "3" was 
piaced on the photo to indicate the body of the child who 
appeared to have been hit by artillery (pg. 15). The 
interpreter complained to him about civilians being killed 
because off to the right of the child's body was a group of 
bodies (pg. 15). The location of the group of bodies is 
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marked on t h e  photo as number "4". There were 10 t o  1 2  
bodies ,  30 o r  40 meters south of t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The 
bodies were n o t  inspected and were thought t o  have been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was shown p i c t u r e s  
by t h e  C I D  and had seen t h e  ones i n  L i f e  b u t  he d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  them as being t h e  same. Ekhib i t  P-41 was PA.---no t  recognized 
a s  being t h e  same group of bodies (pg. 1 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  bodies  he saw were ly ing  along t h e  edge of a d ike  
and looked a s  i f  they had been running and had been h i t  
by a gunship o r  by a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He knew they were 
no t  on t h e  road leading  south from t h e  v i l l a g e  because he 
had no t  gone t h a t  f a r  up t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He re turned  
t o  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  which he marked a s  
number "5"  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo. 

d. Inc iden t s  t h a t  took p lace  i n  t h e  v i l l a q e .  

(1) He discussed t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  concern over 
t h e  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  and h i s  a t tempt  t o  pac i fy  him (pg.18).  
JOHNSON s t a t e d  t h a t  he was scared a s  he was "not  a  ve teran  
of t h e  c o n f l i c t  y e t "  (pg. 1 )  The i n t e r p r e t e r  M I N H  
ind ica ted  t h a t  it was wrong t o  have k i l l e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  JOHNSON f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was a  r e s u l t  of gun-
s h i p  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  He was shocked about t h e  c h i l d  
because of h i s  own ch i ld ren  b u t  he d id  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  
bodies t o  MEDINA because he f e l t  t h a t  h i s  d u t i e s  were only 
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  people,  and a l s o ,  he f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA had 
seen t h e  body f o r  it had been moved o f f  t h e  t r a i l  when he 
went up it l a t e r  on (pg. 2 0 ) .  

( 2 )  The next  time t h a t  he saw MEDINA was when 
they encountered t h e  person who had s h o t  himself i n  t h e  
f o o t  (pg. 20) .  He i d e n t i f i e d  two photographs (Exhibi t s  
P-29 and P-8) as being of t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  s h o t  himself 
i n  t h e  f o o t .  Exhib i t  P-8 a l s o  showed MEDINA (pg. 2 1 ) .  
He ind ica ted  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo with a number "6" t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  wounded s o l d i e r  wai t ing  f o r  medevac 
and i d e n t i f i e d  himself i n  Exhib i t  P-10 a s  kneel ing over 
a "colored s o l d i e r "  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

( 3 )  JOHNSON then l e f t  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  
i n t e r r o g a t e  de ta inees  i n  B Company. The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
pick-up w a s  marked with t h e  number "7" on t h e  a e r i a l  
photo (pg. 2 3 ) . .  He d i d  no t  see  anyone shoot ,  touch, o r  
k i l l  anyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 23) . He 
f e l t  t h a t  h i s  s o l e  purpose was t h a t  of an i n t e r r o g a t o r  
and t h a t  he was no t  i n  any p o s i t i o n  t o  t ake  any a c t i o n  (pg.24).  
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( 4 )  E x h i b i t  P-19 is  a photograph of  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  a group of  women and c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 35) , t aken  i n  t h e  B Company a r e a  (pg. 4 1 )  . 

(5)  E x h i b i t  P-21 i s  a p i c t u r e  of him, h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and a Vietnamese c h i l d  (pq. 34) which he 
d i d  n o t  recall  s ee ing  p rev ious ly  (pg. 39) . 

( 6 )  E x h i b i t  P-22 i s  a p i c t u r e  of him, h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and an o l d  Vietnamese man (pg. 3 4 ) ,  w i th  
whom they  spoke. I t  was taken  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h  C 
Company (pg. 40) . 

( 7 )  E x h i b i t  P-23 i s  a p i c b a r e  of  MICHLES, t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and some Vietnamese (pg. 34) be l i eved  t o  
have been taken  i n  t h e  area of B Company (pg. 4 1 ) .  

< 8 )  E x h i b i t  P-36 i s  i d e n t i f e d  as being himself  
a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  p i c t u r e  (pg. 34) and w a s  f i r s t  seen 
when t h e  C I D  agen t  showed it t o  him (pg. 3 9 ) .  

( 9 )  E x h i b i t  P-41 w a s  p r ev ious ly  (pg. 16)  s t a t e d  
t o  be  n o t  t h e  same as t h e  group t h a t  he saw on t h e  road.  

g.  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  t h e  o l d  man i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

(1) From E x h i b i t  P-22, it developed t h a t  he 
had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  o l d  man p i c t u r e d  t h e r e i n  (pg. 40) .  
This  took p l a c e  on a t r a i l  i n  t h e  southwest  co rne r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  nea r  number "5" on t h e  aer ia l  photograph (pg. 4 1 ) .  
The only  d e t a i n e e  i n  t h e  a r e a  was t h e  o l d  man who complained 
about  t h e  people  being s h o t  and s t a t e d ,  through t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  V C , l e f t  t h a t  morning (pg. 42) and 
t h a t  t h e r e  were many of them (pg. 4 3 ) .  This  f a c t  w a s  
r e p o r t e d  t o  MEDINA and l a t e r  t o  LABRIOLA (pg. 43 ) .  

( 2 )  Sergeant  M I N H ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  w a s  thoroughly 
convers ive  i n  t h e  language,  and had had p r i o r  m i l i t a r y  
e x p e r i e ~ c e .and had worked wi th  JOHNSON on i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade (pg. 4 4 ) .  There w a s  no f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  between BOHNSON and M I N H  over  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 45) 

(3)  When they  f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  
man, he  went over  and s a t  down and they  walked o f f  
(pg. 49) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone shoo t  a t  o r  h i t  t h e  o l d  
man, c o n t r a r y  t o  a L i f e  magazine a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
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interpreter shot him (pg.. 48) . 
INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 


He did not talk to any of the people involved in 
the incident in My Lai (4) at any time (pg. 47). He did 
not hear of any massacre or atrocity committed until he 
was interrogated by the agent from the CID (pg. 52). 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Rumors concerning civilians killed. 


Although he had not heard of any massacre, he did 

hear remarks about civilians being killed at My Lai (pg.52). 

He did not relate this to what he knew because he thought 

the people he saw were killed as a result of gunship or 

artillery fire, and that any others killed would have been 

as a result of the shooting in the area (pg. 52). 


b. Procedure for handling detainees. 


~etainees were evacuated to LZ Dottie to be held 

until taken to the interrogation unit at the 11th Brigade. 

The commander generally followed his recommendation in 

deciding which detainees would be evacuated (pg. 45). All 

detainees were released to the government, if innocent. 

Civil defendants were kept until adjudication was made at 

division level, when they were turned over to the local 

government. He did not feel that he controlled this 

movement initially, thus, National Police at the site 

interrogated some of the detainees (pg. 46). 


c. His reports of the incident. 


It was indicated in his testimony that he did 

report the incident, through discussion, with his commander, 

Captain LABRIOLA (pgs. 32, 33, 36, 43). Also, 

Captain KOTOUC was present in the area and he talked with 

him, although he did not recall what was said (pg. 361,. 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


-

-


-


DESCRIPTION '-. 

MACV Directive 20-4 


MACV Card "Nine Rules" 

MACV Card, 

IIF ~n Your Hands" 


Aerial photo 


Scenes 


~llaaeous Scenes 


NOTES 


Not recalled. 


Not seen, 


Not seen. 


Marked with £01: 


1-CP at the ditch, 


2-Area of troops. 

deployment north 

of ditch. 


3-Child 's body. 

4-Group of bodies. 


5-He returned to 

southwest corner 

of My Lai (4). 


6-Wounded soldier 
medevac 'd, 

- cation of his 
pick-up to leave 
area. 

Recognized 

Exhibits: P-5, 

P-77P-10, P-19 

P-22, P-23, P-29 

P-36* 


Not recognized as 

, 	beinq the same 
ones he saw. 

PAGES 


38 


37 


37 


8 


11 


12 


15 


16 


17 


22 


23 


16, 21, 

22, 34, 

35, 39, 

41 


16 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

\ 

WITNESS: JOHNSON, Dennis F. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: F a i l u r e  t o  obey lawful  g e n e r a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
a l l e g e d  o r  suspec ted  war ' c r imes ;  f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r d e r s ;  
a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y ;  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty ;  suppress ion  o f  
in format ion  o f  w a r  cr imes;  m i s p r i s i o n  of  a f e lony ;  and 
accessory  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t .  

COUNSEL: Murrary VAN LEAR, CPT, JAGC,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S t a f f  
Judge Advocate, F o r t  Holabird ,  Maryland, and W i l l i a m  C. 
BARNES, CPT, JAGC,  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a f f  Judge Advocate, 
Headquar ters ,  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  o f  Washington. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Detachment, 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  working a s  an i n t e r r o g a t o r  
f o r  Task Force Barker.  

1. RECOLLECTION OF VISITORS AND MESSAGES DURING MY LA1 ( 4 ) .  

The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  e i t h e r  Colonel  
BARKER'S o r  Colonel  HENDERSON'S command and c o n t r o l  
h e l i c o p t e r  ove r  My Lai  (pg. 5 9 ) .  Although he moved wi th  
M E D I N A ' s  command group,which had two r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s f h e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any messages coming i n  o r  going o u t  (pgs.  59,601. 
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a  message t e l l i n g  MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  
nor  d i d  he h e a r  MEDINA pas s  t h i s  message a long  t o  h i s  
p l a toons  (pg. 6 0 ) .  

2 .  HIS ACTIVITIES I N  THE VILLAGE. 

The wi tnes s  was shown Exh ib i t  P-172, an aer ia l  photo-
graph of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  which he  marked dur ing  h i s  o r i g i n a l  
tes t imony (pg. 6 0 ) .  He w a s  ques t ioned  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about 
t h e  p o i n t s  where he  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  l i f t e d  o u t  by 
a h e l i c o p t e r  and w n e r e  he had seen  a  c h i l d ' s  body (pg .61) .  
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
where t h e  even t s  had occur red ,  b u t  he  admi t ted  t h a t  t h i s  could 
be  i n c o r r e c t  (pg. 61) . 
(JOHNSON) 1 SUM APP T-11A 
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Sergeant  M I N H  was h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  day (pg. 6 2 ) .  
A f t e r  being r ead  p a r t  o f  Sergeant  M I N H ' s  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  
C I D  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r o u t e  through t h e  hamlet ,  t h e  w i tnes s  
s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 
63, 65)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  pagoda (pg. 62) , b u t  he  d i d  
r e c a l l  t h e  cap tu re  of  an amnunition box (pg. 64) : The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he be l i eved  he  was on t h e  sou thern  
s i d e  af t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  he moved i n t o  it (pgs .  64, 6 5 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  M I N H ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  about why t h e  s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d  
t h e  animals (pg. 6 5 ) .  He f e l t  t h e  d i scuss ion  took p l a c e  
i n  t h e  sou thern  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 66). H e  
s t a t e d  M I N H  d i d  n o t  ask  him t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  wi th  
MEDINA (pg. 6 7 )  , nor  d i d  t h e  w i tnes s  i n  f a c t  t a l k  t o  MEDINA 
(pg. 68 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  M I N H  spoke to  him on one occas ion  i n  
My Lai  and he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e p o r t i n g  i t  t o  anyone (pg.90) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  M I N H  was-upse t ,bu% he never  passed t h e  
in format ion  a long ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  body count  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  
was r e p o r t e d  and t h a t  M I N H  had not given him any s p e c i f i c s  
(pg. 9 0 ) .  

4 .  INTERROGATION O F  THE OLD i%%N. . 

The wi tnes s  i .d .en t i f i ed  E x h i b i t  P-22, as being an o l d  
man whom he  had i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(pg,  6 8 )  . H e  was asked i.f he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  an i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  Exhibi . ts  P-2, P-3, and P-4 (pg.  6 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  
recognize  t h e  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t s ,  and could  n o t  say 
t h a t  he had i . n t e r roga t ed  t h e  man (pg,  69) . The wi tnes s  
was no longer  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  ~ x h i . b i . t  P-22rbut f e l t  t h a t  he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  him 
because he  was s t a n d i n g  nex t  t o  him i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  (pgs .  69, 
7 0 ) .  He was reminded of  h i s  p r i o r  answer t o  a  q u e s t i o n  
concerning h i s  and MINHss " s l agp ing  t h e  o l d  nah around" whi le  
they were ques t ion ing  him (pg.  7 2 )  , H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  because 
of t h e  t e r r a i n  around t h e  p i c t u r e ,  he f e l t  it had been taken 
i n  My ~ a i  and t h e r e f o r e ,  l-re thought  he  lad i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e  (pg. 7 2 j ,  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
what t h e  man looked l i k e ,  no r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
a  man t h a t  Sergeant  PHU had l e d  o u t  from t h e  house (pgs.  7 3 ,  
7 4 ) .  '.. 

5.  HIS KNOWLEDGE O F  THE PL,ANNED DURATION OF THE MISSION. 

I t  was n o t  s p e c i f i e d  t~ t h e  wi tnes s  how many days t h e  
ope ra t ion  would t a k e  and he  d i d  n o t  have any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
i t  would be  a long ope ra t ion  (pg. 7 ' 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a 
change i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  which resulted i n  h i s  r e t u r n  e a r l i e r  
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b u t  he f e l t  Sergeant  PHU was (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  
hea r  of  someone c u t t i n g  o f f  a f i n g e r  of a p r i s o n e r  (pg= 86) = 

8. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  could n o t  r e c a l l  who gave him t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  b u t  f e l t  it may have been Captain 
MICHLES (pg. 8 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he would n o t  have l e f t  
wi thout  permiss ion (pg. 88 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he remained a t  
LZ D o t t i e  ove rn igh t  and r e tu rned  t o  LZ Bronco t h e  fo l lowing  
morning (pg. 8 8 ) .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Task Force  Barker ,  
he d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  dead c i v i l i a n s  he had observed 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  because he f e l t  t h a t  they had been k i l l e d  
"because t h e r e  was a  war going on" (pg. 89) . H e  d i d  n o t  
s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  coming i n  and d i d  n o t  see gunships working 
i n  t h e  a r e a  where he saw t h e  b o d i e s ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
presumed t h a t  t h i s  was how t h e  people  had been k i l l e d .  
He d i d  n o t  make any r e p o r t  t o  c a p t a i n  LABRIOLA, h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  
about t h e  e v e n t s  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  (pgs. 76, 90). 
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(The hearing reconvened a t  1406 hours ,  8 December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

I 0  : This hearing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER,  COL 
WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t he  next  witness  is Captain Dennis H. 
JOHNSON. 

(CPT JOHNSON was c a l l e d  as' a wi tness ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Captain JOHNSON, a r e  you represented by counsel? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q W i l l  counsel s t a t e  h i s  name and address f o r  t h e  
record? 

I C  : W i l l i a m  C. C. BARNES, Headquarters,  MDW, SJA Of-
f i c e .  

Q Captain JOHNSON, w i l l  you s t a t e  your name, grade,  
Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  organiza t ion ,  and 
s t a t i o n .  

A. Dennis Harvey JOHNSON, Captain,  , duty 
s t a t i o n ,  Company D ,  USAINT, F o r t  Holabird. 

Q Thank you. 

10: Captain JOHNSON; before we proceed with any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning : 

(1) the  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
the  chain of command, of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 
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( 2 )  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of in -
formation by persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  informa- 
t i o n .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  the f a c t s  and circumstances a s  t o  what hap- 
pened a t  My Lai.  It i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d ,  t h e  two above. 

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o the r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  inc luding  a  s ta tement  by 
yourse l f .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  is 
being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken by 
the  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  testimony, o r  
p a r t s  of it, may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a  ma t t e r  of pub l i c  
knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h i s  room who 
might ask you ques t ions  i n  my behal f .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e r e  
a r e  two c i v i l i a n s ,  M r .  MACCRATE on my l e f t ,  and M r .  WALSH 
on my r i g h t ,  who a r e  serv ing  as l e g a l  counsel f o r  me, and 
they,  too ,  may address some ques t ions  t o  you. However, you 
should know t h a t  I have the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  
evidence and making t h e  f indings  and t h e  recommendations. 

You a re  ordered no t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except i n  t h e  performance of 
of f i c i a l  duty o r  as you may be requi red  t o  do s o  before a 
competent j u d i c i a l  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

I n  add i t ion ,  you a r e  cautioned t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
genera l  court-mart ia l  case of United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  your 
appearance here  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  
of t h a t  order .  

Do you have any ques t ions  on what I have j u s t  
ind ica ted  t o  you? 
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A .  NO, sir. 

COL MILLER: You a re  no t  a t  t h i s  time charged wi th  nor sus-
pected of any of fense  which is t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i -
gat ion.  You have a r i g h t  t o  consu l t  with your counsel a t  any 
time, o r  t o  have your counsel consu l t  wi th  you. However, the  
testimony w i l l  be yours.  You and counsel w i l l  n o t  be asking 
ques t ions .  The ques t ions  w i l l  come from General PEERS o r  
from o t h e r  members. A t  any time you f e e l  t h a t  you want t o  
consu l t  wi th  counsel,  you may do so .  A r e  t h e r e  any ques t ions  
on t h i s ?  

I C :  No, sir. 

A. No, sir. 

10: Captain JOHNSON, what was your duty assignment 
as  of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I was assigned t o  the 52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l -
l igence  Detachment, 11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, Vietnam. 

Q. What was t h e  name of your commanding o f f i c e r ?  

A. Captain LABRIOLA, sir.  

Q LABRIOLA, would you s p e l l  t h a t  p lease?  

/'
Q Do you remember h i s  first name? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir--Albert  C . ,  s i r .  

Q. What w a s  your rank a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A. F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  s ir .  
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Q F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  With whom w e r e  you working on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. I w a s  working w i t h  Task Force  Barker  from LZ 
D o t t i e  a s  an i n t e r r o g a t o r  w i t h  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s s i g n e d  t o  
you, o r  working w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. What was your  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Task Force 
Barker?  

A. I n i t i a l l y  t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  t r y  and e s t a b l i s h  i f  .persons  t h a t  had been d e t a i n e d  w e r e ,  
i n  f a c t ,  V i e t  Cong o r  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s ,  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
l a r g e  number o f  peop le  up t h e r e .  So t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I 
go up by h e l i c o p t e r  from Bronco a t  Duc Pho and i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and do a f i e l d  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  s c r e e n i n g  t h e  
peop le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what might be VC and what  was, no doub t ,  
c i v i l i a n s .  Th i s  proved s u c c e s s f u l  and my s e r v i c e s  w e r e  
r e q u e s t e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r .  

Q When you w e r e  w i t h  Task Force Ba rke r ,  under 
whose o r d e r s  d i d  you o p e r a t e ?  

A. I w a s  under t h e  commander t h a t  I was a s s i g n e d  t o ,  
o r  I was under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  S2, and I was 
a l s o  under Colonel  BARKER'S c o n t r o l ,  and no doubt  t h e  S 3 ' s  
c o n t r o l .  

Q .  You w e r e  a t t a c h e d ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o  Task Force  
Barker  and you w e r e  under  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  and 
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  go ing  t o  t r y  and make it very  
c l e a r .  I n i t i a l l y  it s t a r t e d  o u t  as an a t t e m p t  t o  see i f  
w e  cou ld  reduce  t h e  number o f  peop le  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  s e n t  
back by h e l i c o p t e r  because  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was n o t  ade-
q u a t e ,  t h e  highway was n o t  open,  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  l i f t  a l l  
t h e s e  peop le  back.  W e  t r i e d  t o  move some o f  them t o  198 th .  
Th i s  proved n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .  W e  had more peop le  t h a n  w e  
cou ld  move o u t .  So t hey  recommended t h a t  w e  t r y  t o  f i e l d  
i n t e r r o g a t e  o r  s c r e e n  t h e s e  pe r sonne l  whenever an o p e r a t i o n  
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developed tha t  large numbers of civilians--well, whenever 
large numbers of personnel were detained. There was no 
o f f i c i a l  system t o  my knowledge. That i s ,  I was not assigned 
on orders, the S2 to ld  me tha t  I was under h i s  control ,  I 
f e l t  responsible t o  Colonel BARKER, and I f e l t  responsible 
t o  the S3, and I was responsible t o  the  comnander t h a t  I 
was supporting. Also, s i r ,  I continued t o  be a par t  of the 
52d M I D ,  a t  Duc Pho. It was a re la t ionship where every-
thing sh i f ted  except f o r  t h a t  operational control.  It was 
necessary f o r  me t o  operate i n  the f i e l d .  

Q. I understand. That i s  qui te  a normal s i tuq t ion
part icular ly  i n  the M I ,  and it is a l so  qui te  normal tha t  
you would report  t o  the task force commander through the S2. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- So it  i s  qui te  consistent.  When you were with 
Task Force Barker, you were under h i s  control  at t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I Were you present on the afternoon of the 15th 
when the orders were issued f o r  t h i s  operation? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When did you arr ive a t  LZ Dottie? 

A. I am almost cer ta in  i n  my mind that I came up 
the next morning. My in te rp re te r  came with me. 

Q What was the name of your _interpreter? 

A. H i s  l a s t  nahe was MINH, Sergeant M I N H ,  E-6. H i s  
f i r s t  name I don' t  r eca l l .  

Q Vietnamese? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How do you s p e l l  it? 

A. Capital M-I-N-H. 

Q- But you were not present when the orders , for  
t h i s  operation were issued? 

APP T-11 

FOR OFFICTAT.  TTSF! nNT.V 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d id  you rece ive  con-
cern ing  t h e  operat ion? 

A. I be l i eve  I was n o t i f i e d  t h e  evening p r i o r ,  and 
the  reason I d i d  no t  go up t h a t  evening was because t h e r e  
was not  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  go up. No h e l i c o p t e r s  were going 
up t o  LZ Dot t ie .  Therefore,  the  information I got  over  
the  telephone was t h a t  they  wanted me f o r  an opera t ion  t h e  
following morning. I went up the  fol lowing morning and 
went on that operat ion.  The information I had about t h e  
opera t ion  w a s  n o n e . / J u s t  going on an opera t ion .  

Q. ' Did you rece ive  a b r i e f i n g  of any form before 
you went, t o  t e l l  you what you were t o  do t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q *
was? 

What your s p e c i f i c  t a sk  was, where t h e  opera t ion  

A. No, sir. I do no t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any b r i e f i n g  
except  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  t h a t  morning I was t o l d ,  I be l i eve  
by Colonel BARKER, t h a t  we were going i n t o  the My Lai area--
P inkv i l l e .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  S2 a t  a l l ,  c a p t a i n  KOTOUC? 

A .  I must have spoken t o  him, s ir ,  b u t  I do n o t  
r e c a l l  what I s a i d  t o  him o r  anything s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q How did  you know, then ,  from what you t o l d  me, 
what you w e r e  supposed t o  do the re?  

A .  S i r ,  I was an i n t e r r o g a t o r  t h a t  operated when 
they c a l l e d  m e  t o  go on opera t ions .  My mission was gener-
a l l y  routine--to go on t h e  opera t ion .  I f  they  had de ta inees ,  
i n t e r r o g a t e  them. There was no planning necessary f o r  my 
funct ion.  I would go with t h e  element t h a t  was going i n  on 
an opera t ion ,  and t h a t  was it. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o  give me an account of your par-
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  from t h e  time you l e f t  LZ 
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Do t t i e ,  and I would l i k e  t o  know when you went i n  and how 
you went i n ,  and approximately what l i f t  you went i n  wit43 

A. I ' m  not  c e r t a i n  of the time nor  am I c e r t a i n  of 
the l i f t ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e ,  whether it i s  from information I 
have received s ince  I re turned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  o r  whether it 
i s  information t h a t  I r e c a l l  i n  my mind, I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  
I be l i eve  w e  l e f t  about 7:30 o r  8:OO. I b e l i e v e  I was on 
the second l i f t .  

Q. There were t roops on t h e  ground when you a r r ived?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. It i s  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  you w e r e  no t  on 
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Do you know t h e  number of the  platoon t h a t  you 
accompanied? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  exp la in  your a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  p l e a s e ,  subsequent t o  your a r r i v a l  on t h e  ground. 

A. W e  came of f  the  h e l i c o p t e r  and I approached t h e  
v i l l a g e  running-- 

U. ( In terpos ing)  Why d i d  you approach t h e  v i l l a g e  
running? 

A. The people on the ground were i n  f r o n t  of me, 
and I could see  them i n  a s e c u r i t y  defense,  and having 
secured t h e  a r e a ,  I ran  towards the  people t h a t  were on t h e  
ground. The h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  I looked ou t  t h e  door. I 
could s e e  t h e  people. I could s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ran  toward 
those people and t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  

&. How f a r  were you from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I would es t ima te  100 meters ,  sir. A s  I approached 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was a  d ike ,  a  r i s e  i n  t h e  ground, and I 
stopped t h e r e  under t h e  CP group. I s tayed i n  t h a t  l o c a t i ~ n  
I would es t ima te  a t  l e a s t  20 t o  30 minutes. 
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a. During t h i s  t ime,  d id  you ever  r ece ive  any hos-
t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. There was f i r i n g  going on, s i r ,  and I could n o t  
determine--I d id  no t  know of any h o s t i l e  f i r e  being f i r e d  
a t  me. However, I wasn't  s tanding up, sir. I was down 
behind the  dike.  

Q How l a r g e  a dike was t h i s ?  When you r e f e r  t o  a  
d ike ,  what a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  Are you 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  bund between t h e  r i c e  paddies? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  it seems was kind o f - - i t  
s tood up about t h i s  high ( i n d i c a t i n g  approximately 3 f e e t  
h i g h ) ,  I would es t ima te  18 inches from the  r i c e  paddy t o  
the  l e v e l  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was on. I cannot r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  
was a platform of land t h a t  crossed t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  
i f  t h i s  dropped back o f f  again.  

Q Captain JOHNSON,  I show you here  an a e r i a l  photo
(Exhibi t  P-1) supposedly of t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  t h i s  
being t h e  hamlet and t h i s  being H i l l  85 t o  the  south ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  , and Highway 521 ( ind ica t ing)  running diagonal ly from 
the  nor theas t  t o  the  southwest. The map i s  genera l ly  o r i en ted  
w i t h  t h e  north genera l ly  t o  the  top  a t  the  p resen t  time. ,Do 
you recognize t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

t A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  it t o  going onto t h e  
ground. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  shape of t h e  v i l l a g e  nor can I 
pick out  t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  I would have seen from 
the  ground. I be l i eve  t h a t  we a re  saying t h a t  t h i s  i s  
nor th?  

Q No. T h i s  i s  nor th  from the  top. T h i s  being 
e a s t ,  west and south ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The LZ was somewhere 
on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

May I have t h e  o t h e r  photo the re?  

RCDR : Yes, s ir  (handing Exhibi t  P-45 t o  t h e  10) .  

10: This i s  another photo taken from another  angle.  
Maybe this w i l l  h e l p  you. This i s  another  photo taken a t  
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an obl ique angle  taken of t h e  v i l l a g e  looking from w e s t .  
Notice these  two f i e l d s  'here  ( ind ica t ing)  i n  t h e  southwest 
corner ,  looking d iagonal ly  across  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
You would have been coming i n  from over t h e r e  somewhere from 
the  bottom of t h e  photo ( ind ica t ing)  . 
A. (Looking a t  Exhib i t  P-45)  In f r o n t  of t h e  CP,  
s i r ,  when I got  t o  t h e  d ike  o r  t h e  rise i n  t h e  ground, 
t h e r e  was a  bu i ld ing ,  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  bu i ld ing ,  community- 
type bu i ld ing  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re ,  wi th  w r i t i n g  on 
the  wa l l s .  I c a n ' t  see t h a t  bu i ld ing  here .  This is  t h e  
r i v e r ?  

Q. Actually it is a dry r i v e r .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h e r e  is an o ld  r i v e r  bed ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and i n  some of  
t h e  a reas  you w i l l  s ee  t h e r e  is  r i c e  growing t h e r e  ( ind i -
c a t i n g ) ,  s o  I t ake  it t h a t  it is  one of t h e  o l d  r i v e r  beds 
i n  ox bow form. 

A. I would say,  s ir ,  t h a t  we came i n  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
nor th ,  sir,  as  opposed t o  coming i n  down here ( ind ica t ing) . 
COL MILLER: Ref e r r i n g  ' t o  the  immediate west. 

10: But t h i s  d ike  could have been t h e  a r e a  you were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  when you moved from t h e  f i e l d  towards t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I would say t h a t  we went i n  t h i s  way 
on t h i s  s i d e ,  an t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  probably t o  
the  northwest as  opposed t o  t h e  southwest of t h a t  s i d e ,  sir.  
I seem t o  remember see ing  a  number of t r e e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  my 
l e f t .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  c ross ing  a  road o r  a d i t c h  which 
conceivably might have put  you i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. If  you were on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Continue with your s t o r y  and t e l l  me what you d id .  
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A. When I came o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I moved t o  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of the v i l l a g e .  Some place  on t h e  w e s t  f l ank  of 
t h a t  v i l l a g e .  The CP was t o  my r i g h t  which would be south 
of me i n i t i a l l y  a few f e e t .  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  I moved t o  
my l e f t ,  o r  nor th ,  s o  a s  n o t  t o  put  too  many people i n  one 
group around t h e  CP group. 

Q When you say t h e  CP group, a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  
Captain MEDINA and h i s  company comand and c o n t r o l  group? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How many people d id  he have i n  h i s  group? 

A. I f  I r e c a l l ,  Captain MEDINA and one o r  two r a d i o  
men, and t h a t  i s  a l l  f o r  su re .  

Q - Did he have an a r t i l l e r y  forward observer? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  with him t h e r e ,  sir.  I 
cannot r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  forward observer was wi th  him a t  t h a t  
time. I stopped a t  t h e  bank and used it f o r  cover. This 
was t h e  same bank t h a t  we r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  sir.  Maybe 
10 minutes l a t e r ,  o r  5 minutes la ter ,  someone brought a box, 
a metal  box, t o  where I was a t .  The box contained a radio .  
I be l i eve  it was a Sony. 

Q. Are you t a l k i n g  about a t r a n s i s t o r - t y p e  r a d i o  
r e c e i v e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  a commercial t r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o ,  I be l i eve ,  
sir.  I ' m  no t  su re  about t h e  name brand. 

Q. I t  wasn ' t  an item of s i g n a l  equipment, it was 
j u s t  a r ad io  r ece ive r?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I do n o t  know i f  it was used f o r  a r a d i o  r e c e i v e r  
f o r  commercial use o r  whether it had another  purpose. 

Did it have a t r a n s m i t t e r  a t tached?  

A. No, sir. 

Q In  conjunction with i t ?  

A. No, sir ,  it looked l i k e  a commercial rad io .  
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& . Something l i k e  a t r a n s i s t o r i z e d  Sony , then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Proceed with your s t o r y .  

A. There were some o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  I cannot 
d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  were i n  t h a t  box. This information 
was relayed t o  me from my previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was 
conducted by 1st  CID here i n  Washington, I be l ieve .  It was 
probably medical supp l i e s  according t o  t h e  agent  t h a t  
spoke t o  me; however, I cannot d e f i n i t e l y  say.  

B- Did you look i n  t h e  box? 

A. Yes, sir. 

8 .  You c o u l d n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  between medical sup- 
p l i e s  and something e l s e ?  

A. I c o u l d n Y t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I probably could have 
d i s t ingu i shed ,  but  i f  it had of been important ,  I am c e r t a i n  
t h a t  I would have remembered it. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Now something t o  t h e  nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  occurred. 
I don 't know exac t ly  hat it w a s .  The gunships were i n  
t h a t  a rea  and I observed t roops moving across  t o  t h a t  a rea .  
I cannot r e c a l l  i f  t h e  gunships were f i r i n g ,  and because 
the  t roops were walking o r  moving across  t h a t  a r e a  without-- 
as  i f  i t  was n o t  an a s s a u l t  type-- 

Q = ( In terpos ing)  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  
map? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t ' s  t h a t  a rea  t o  t h e  nor th  ( ind ic -
a t i n g ) .  

Q- On t h i s  photo, f i r s t ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a  where 
you were i n i t i a l l y  behind t h e  dike f o r  s e v e r a l  minutes. 
Mark t h a t  and i d e n t i f y  it with t h e  number 1. 

(CPT JOHNSON marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, 
Exhib i t  P-1, which was l a t e r  admitted i n t o  evidence,  as mark-
ed ,  a s  Exhib i t  P-172.) 

Can you pu t  down t h e  approximate time you were 
the re?  

A. No, sir. I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
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Q A l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  landing was 
completed by 0750, .and you came i n  on t h e  second l i f t ,  t h e  
f i n a l  l i f t .  Would t h a t  give you an i n d i c a t i o n  as t o  about 
the  time t h a t  you must have a r r ived  a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I f  I l e f t  a t  7:30, o r  went t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad 
about 7:30, sir, then I must have been on t h e  ground some-
time between 7:30 and 7:50. 

Q. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  determine a s t a r t i n g  time. 
I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p in  it down t o  t h e  e x a c t  minute, but  
would you say  t h a t  t h i s  could have been i n  t h e  neighborhood 
of 8:OO. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  ' Do you want t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ?  

Q. Y e s .  Now, would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a  on t h a t  
photo where you saw t h e  t roops being deployed t o  t h e  nor th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  Number 2 ? 

Q Yes. I n d i c a t e ,  f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  record--
would you i n d i c a t e  what you saw t h e r e ?  

A .  I saw a group of men spread ou t  across  t h i s  a rea  
t o  where my v i s i o n  i s  c u t  o f f  by t h e  t r e e s  t h a t  we can see  
o b s t r u c t  t h e  view ( ind ica t ing)  between a r e a  1, which was my 
s t a r t i n g  po in t  a f t e r  I got  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and a r e a  2,  
which I have ind ica ted  a r e  t roops moving towards a small  
hamlet nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  I ' v e  ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e s e  
t roops a r e  approximately one-third t o  one-half of the  way 
across  t h a t  d i s t ance .  I observed them moving on i n t o  t h a t  
a rea .  

Q How many troops d id  t h a t  involve? 

A .  I cou ldn ' t  see  t h e  t o t a l  l i n e ,  s ir ,  s o  I c o u l d n ' t  
say how many. 

Q Would you say it was squad, o r  a couple of squads, 
a f i r e  team, or  a platoon? 

A .  From what I could s e e ,  s i r ,  I could s e e  probably 
two squads, a squad and a h a l f ,  someplace i n  t h e r e .  
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Q . J u s t  w r i t e  down above t h a t ,  t r oops  deploying.  
DO you know why they  w e r e  moving i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Only by hearsay ,  sir. 

Q Hearsay when? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e  agen t  t h a t  in te rv iewed m e  p r ev ious ly  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had seen  a man w i t h  a weapon. 
However, I could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  in format ion  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
g iv ing  me t h a t  in format ion .  

Q - Did you have any form of  r a d i o  o r  o t h e r  forms 
of communications w i th  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  except  what w a s  wi th  t h e  CP group. 

Q Other t han  what you heard  from t h e  CP group,
then ,  you would n o t  normally know what i s  going on. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  That  i s  t r u e ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Proceed w i t h  your e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
where you were and what you saw. 

A. I would say I was i n  t h i s  area f o r  approximately 
20 t o  30 minutes.  A f t e r  t h i s  pe r iod  of  t i m e ,  t h i s  would 
put  u s ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  8:00 s t a r t i n g  t ime ,  it would p u t  
us about  8:30. ~ u r i n gt h i s  t i m e  I examined t h e  box, s a t  
down behind t h e  d i k e  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and observed t h e  t r o o p s  
deploying.  ~ d d i t i o n a l l yt h e r e  w e r e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
and I proceeded t o  s i t .  That i s  e x a c t l y  what I d i d .  I be-
l i e v e  then  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA began t o  move w i t h  h i s  CP 
group south.  I ' m  very hazy on t h i s  p o i n t .  I have s t a t e d  
p rev ious ly  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I went around t h e  sou thern  
co rne r ,  t h a t  would be t h e  southwest  c o r n e r ,  of My L a i  ( 4 )  
and proceeded up t h e  t r a i l .  I might n o t  have gone around 
t h e  co rne r  and proceeded up t h e  t r a i l .  I n  f a c t ,  I may have 
followed Capta in  MEDINA back ac ros s  t h e  dry  r i v e r  bed t h a t  
was l o c a t e d  east o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q . E a s t  o r  west?  

A .  Excuse m e .  West. West . of My ~ a i( 4 )  . I t h i n k  
I moved s o u t h e a s t  for--
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.Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Southeast  o r  southwest? 

A. Excuse me, s i r ,  it w a s  southwest, The CP had 
apparent ly moved ou t  ahead of me and t h e  next  time I can 
r e c a l l  anything about t h i s  per iod of time i s  I may have 
been moving i n  t h i s  southwesterly d i r e c t i o n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
back towards t h a t  CP group. Now I ' m  not  su re  i n  my mind 
which way I went, and I r e a l i z e  t h e  importance of my t e s t i -
mony here  and I want t o  t e l l  exac t ly  what I know. I d o n ' t  
want--I want t o  he lp ,  but  I cannot r e c a l l  t h i s  per iod  of 
time c l e a r l y  i n  my mind. Whether I went towards the  dry 
r i v e r  bed o r  i f  I proceeded south around t h e  corner .  

Q I f  Captain MEDINA had'been t o  t h e  south o r  t o  
t h e  west which you have ind ica ted ,  would t h a t  have pu t  you 
i n  the  a rea  of the  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  I be l i eve  t h a t  any s tatement  t h a t  I make 
about t h i s  per iod of time when Captain MEDINA moved, which 
way I went, would be pure conjec ture  on my p a r t .  I cannot 
r e c a l l .  

Q. What happened next?  

A. The next  f i rm information I r e c a l l ,  I was moving 
up the  t r a i l  along t h e  southern f lank of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q Yes. 

A .  A s h o r t  d i s t ance  ahead of me I s a w  a c h i l d  l ay ing
i n  the  middle--

Q ( I n t e r p o s h g )  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  of t i m e  
where was Captain MEDINA's  command and c o n t r o l  group? Were 
they with you? Were they ahead of you? Were they out  of 
s i g h t  of you? Where was Captain MEDINA' s  command and con t ro l  
group? 

A. They were out  of my s i g h t .  I d id  n o t  know t h e i r  
loca t ion .  

Q Wliat time d i d  you s t a r t  proceeding along the  
south edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. If I went w i Captain MEDINA~ and h i s  command 
group, I made a  b ig  loop and came back. I f  I went around 
the  co rne r ,  I saved myself a l o t  of t h e .  So I cannot 
r e c a l l  f o r  c e r t a i n  what I d id  during t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod 
of time. I have previously s t a t e d  t h a t  I went around t h e  
corner  and up t h e  t r a i l  and discovered t h e  body of a  ch i ld .  
It  upset me s o  I turned around and re turned .  However, now 
I'm saying I cannot d e f i n i t e l y  make t h i s  s ta tement  f o r  ce r -
t a i n  because i f  I d i d  i n  f a c t  go with Captain MEDINA, then 
I came back t o  t h i s  corner ,  and I cannot remember, sir.  

8 - A l l  r i g h t .  Draw an arrow i n  whichever d i r e c t i o n  
you were going, and from t h a t  po in t  you can put  down unspec- 
i f i e d  t ime, and i n d i c a t e  where you saw t h e  body of  t h e  c h i l d .  

(Witness s o  marked. ) 

W i l l  you put a  number 3 t h e r e ,  and exp la in  
where you saw t h e  body of t h e  c h i l d .  You might draw an 
arrow t o  t h a t  and i n d i c a t e ,  body of t h e  c h i l d ,  f o r  t h e  sake 
of t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

(Witness s o  marked. ) 

Now proceed with your s t o r y .  You s a w  t h e  body 
of t h e  c h i l d  and you a r e  no t  su re  of t h e  t i m e .  

A .  I saw t h e  body of t h e  c h i l d ,  and I am no t  c e r t a i n  
of t h e  time. When I saw t h e  c h i l d  it upse t  me .  He appeared 
t o  have been h i t  by a r t i l l e r y .  I s a w  no blood on him. He 
had d u s t  on him and he w a s  l y i n g  ou t  t h e r e  p e r f e c t  except  he 
was c e r t a i n l y  dead. 

Q Was he clothed? 

A. He had on a l i t t l e  p a i r  of b lue  pan t s ,  I be l i eve  
I turned around, went back t o  t h e  co rne r ,  and sat down the re .  
My i n t e r p r e t e r  came over and s a t  down bes ide  me. H e  was 
complaining about t h e  number of people--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
exac t  words. He s a i d  something, "Why they  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ? "  
o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  Addi t ional ly ,  I would l i k e  t o  
say t h a t  when I observed t h i s  c h i l d ' s  body, o f f  t o  my r i g h t  
I observed a group of bodies.  

Q = Would you i n d i c a t e  where you saw t h i s  group of 
bodies.  

(Witness s o  marked. ) 
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Q - Would you connect it and put  a number t h e r e  and 
t e l l  t h e  r e p o r t e r  what t h a t  is. 

(Witness s o  marked. ) 

A. I observed t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  t r a i l .  
I looked off  t o  the  r i g h t  about 30 o r  40 meters south ,  and 
observed 10 t o  12 bodies ,  es t imate .  

RCDR: Is t h a t  p o i n t  number 4 ,  Captain JOHNSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I re turned  back down t o  t h e  corner--

I0 : ( In terpos ing)  Did you walk over t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  
bodies ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know how they were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. A t  t h e  time I thought probably a r t i l -
l e r y  o r  gunships had k i l l e d  them. I have seen t h e  p i c t u r e s  
both i n  L i f e  magazine, and t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  t h e  inves t iga -
t o r  showed me, and t h e  one p i c t u r e  that he stated t h a t  he 
was ques t ioning  me about,  I do not  r e c a l l  being t h e  same 
p i c t u r e  o r  t h e  same people t h a t  I saw. 

Q We have the 'b lack-and .whi te ,  but t h i s  i s  t h e  
co lo r  photo which has been repor ted  t o  have been taken by 
HAEBERLE during t h e  operat ion.  Looking a t  t h a t ,  poss ib ly  
from a d i f f e r e n t  angle ,  could t h a t  have been t h e  group of 
bodies which you saw? 

( E x h i s i t  P-41 was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  The group of bodies 
t h a t  I observed were ly ing  along t h e  edge of  a d ike  wi th  a 
t r a i l  on t o p ,  a l i t t l e  r i s e ,  i n  a l i t t l e  r i c e  paddy, and 
were crumpled forward a l l  t oge the r  l i k e  they had been run-
ning and had been h i t  by a gunship o r  a r t i l l e r y .  I could 
be mistaken, bu t  it s t i c k s  i n  my mind very c l e a r l y  t h a t  
those people were not  these  people ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They were 
i n  t h i s  a rea  t h a t  I have ind ica ted  with a number 4 on the  map. 
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Q Could they have p o s s i b l y ,  i n s t e a d  of  be ing  on 
t h i s  t r a i l  which you have i n d i c a t e d ,  could they  have been 
on t h i s  road l e a d i n g  t o  the sou th  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  1 d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I g o t  t h a t  f a r  up t h a t  
t r a i l .  

Q . One inch  on t h i s  map r e p r e s e n t s  about  100 meters .  

A. I can only r e c a l l  pa s s ing  one t r a i l  o f f  t o  my 
r i g h t .  One t r a v e l e d  t r a i l .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  t r a i l  w a s  
no t  this wide,  it w a s  narrower t han  t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  I have marked wi th  t h e  number 4 i s  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  t h a t  I s a w  t h e  bodies .  

Q m  A l l  r i g h t .  

A. However, I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  scene ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

Q . How c l c s e  were you t o  t h e  bodies?  

A. I would say approximately 30 t o  40 meters. 

Q .  You had no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  go over  and look a t  t h e  
bodies t o  see how they  had been k i l l e d  o r  o therwise?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q . A l l  r i g h t .  You r e t u r n e d  t o  t h a t  co rne r  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy, t h e  southwest  corner .  Do you have any i d e a  of  
what t i m e  you r e t u r n e d  t h e r e ?  

A. I have l o s t  t r a c k  of my t i m e ,  s i r ,  as f a r  as 
which way I went. I could say 5 minutes a f t e r  s e e i n g  
t h a t  c h i l d  I walked back down t h e  t r a i l .  Do you want m e  
t o  pu t  a  p lus  f i v e  t h e r e ?  

Q. Put  a number 5 t h e r e  and i n d i c a t e  o f f  t o  t h e  
s i d e  t h a t  you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h a t  co rne r .  

(Witness s o  marked. 

~ l lr i g h t .  Now I would l i k e  you t o  e x p l a i n  what 
happened a f t e r  t h a t .  
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A .  My i n t e r p r e t e r  was very concerned about the  
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ,  and I t r i e d  t o  pac i fy  him. I t r i e d  
t o  t e l l  him t h a t  t h i s  happens sometimes i n  combat. Some-
times innocent people a r e  k i l l e d .  I wasn ' t  necessa r i ly  
condoning t h i s ,  I was very upset  about the  c h i l d ,  bu t  I d id  
not  want my i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  become as upset  a s  I w a s  and no t  
be able  t o  funct ion ,  s o  I t r i e d  i n  essence t o  j u s t i f y  what 
I had seen. 

Q *  How many combat a s s a u l t s  of t h i s  na tu re  had you
conducted p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time? 

A. I went on a four-day opera t ion ,  five-day opera t ion ,  
across  Highway 1 t o  the  west. I t  was a combat a s s a u l t ,  w e  
went on h e l i c o p t e r s ,  but  it was a cold LZ. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  
I had ever  been i n  a r e a l l y  ho t  LZ. 

Q How long had you been with the  52d M I  Detachment 
p r i o r  t o  th is  time? 

A. I joined the  52d M I D ,  s i r ,  i n  Hawaii and came 
over t o  Vietnam i n  December. During December and p a r t  of 
January we were a t  Carantan adjacent  t o  Bronco. 3/4 was oc-
cupying Bronco and we were i n  t h e  process of 3/4 moving ou t  
and the  11th moving i n t o  Bronco. Af te r  t h i s  per iod of t i m e  
t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  amount of adjustment. I remember going 
i n  the  f i r s t  time t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  pr i soners  on t h e  beach-. 
What a brave guy I was; I was the  f i r s t  one t o  go. I t  was 
kind of r id icu lous  because we j u s t  flew i n  and t a l k e d  t o  a 
couple of Vietnamese and they took me back ou t .  But I d i d n ' t  
know anything about war a t  t h a t  time. I was n o t  a  ve teran  of 
t h e  c o n f l i c t  y e t .  I was scared.  

Q When were you scared ,  when you went t o  t h e  beach? 

A. Yes, sir. I was scared when I got  on the  h e l i -
copter  and I w a s  scared  when I got  o f f .  

Q Yes. 

A. And when I was going i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  I was scared 
g e t t i n g  on and I was scared g e t t i n g  o f f .  

Q. What were you scared  about? 
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A. I saw a l o t  of people g e t  k i l l e d  over t h e r e  f o r  
s t u p i d  reasons . 
Q Where d id  you s e e  a l o t  of  people g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Blown up with mines o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  s ir .  From 
booby t r a p s ;  walk down a t r a i l  and poof, t h e  man i s  gone. 
I th ink  everyone who spent  time i n  Vietnam r e a l i z e d  t h e  
hazard of booby t r a p s  and mines, sir. I th ink  t h a t  every-
body is a l i t t l e  scared .  

Q. Did you s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  before t h i s  
time i n  any numbers? 

A. V ie t  Cong a re  very s i m i l a r l y  dressed t o  t h e  c i -
v i l i a n s  and it would be hard t o  determine, s i r ,  i f - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about women and ch i ld ren ,  
t h a t  is what you a r e  speaking o f .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  up t o  t h i s  t ime any women o r  c h i l -
dren. I saw a couple of dead VC o r  what w a s  supposed t o  be 
VC, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any g r e a t  amount of people k i l l e d  any 
p lace  when I was t h e r e .  

Q. But when you were a t  t h e  corner  wi th  your i n t e r -
p r e t e r ,  M r .  M I N H ,  i s  t h a t  what you c a l l e d  him? 

A. Sergeant M I N H .  

Q Sergeant MINH.  You t r i e d  t o  mol l i fy  him with 
r e spec t  t o  t h e  causes and t h e  r e s u l t s  of w a r .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Then would you expla in  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  how MINH 
f e l t  and what he s a i d ?  

A. He ind ica ted  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  it was wrong t h a t  
they k i l l e d  these  people. Given any o t h e r  such a s i t u a t i o n ,  
a per iod  of t ime,  I would have agreed wi th  him. I wasn ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy about these  people t h a t  I had seen. I 
d o n ' t  pretend t o  condone massacre o r  a t r o c i t y .  
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Q. Well, a t  t h i s  time were you th inking  about a 
massacre o r  a t r o c i t y ?  

A. No, sir. I t r u l y  f e l t  t h a t  gunships o r  a r t i l l e r y  
had k i l l e d  those people that I saw on t h e  ground. 

Q. Yes. 

A. I d o n s t  r e a l l y  know what I w a s  t h ink ing  about a t  
t h a t  t ime, b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  I was very shocked about t h i s  
ch i ld .  This c h i l d  looked l i k e  he was about 6 years  o l d .  
I ' v e  got  a son 6 years  o l d ,  I ' v e  g o t  one 11, and I ' v e  go t  
one 5. This k i d  shocked me because t h i s  c h i l d  was dead. I 
was very sympathetic because I t h i n k  I r e l a t e d  it t o  my own 
k i d ,  and k ids  should no t  be a p a r t  of war and n e i t h e r  should 
women. But I d o n ' t  know t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem. The 
k i d  d ied  and I ' m  so r ry .  I ' m  sor ry  t h a t  t h e  people died.  

Q Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Why d i d n ' t  you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. I w a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  and my d u t i e s  a s  i n t e r r o -
ga to r  were t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i soners .  I saw Captain MEDINA 
and I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  he saw some of those people I saw.  

Q. How a r e  you s o  c e r t a i n ?  -

A. I moved back up t h a t  t r a i l  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on and 
t h a t  c h i l d ' s  body wasn ' t  t he re .  I f  somebody drug him ou t  
of t h e  road, o r  what happened, I d i d n ' t  see t h e  c h i l d  anymore. 
I was moving along t h i s  south f lank  when they  s t a r t e d  br inging  
t h i s  k i d  down t h a t  had been shot-- that  had s h o t  himself i n  
t h e  foot .  

Q. When i s  t h e  next  time you saw Captain MEDINA? 

A. The next  time I saw Captain MEDINA was when they 
brought this k i d  down here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I went up t o  t h e  
k i d  and walked back with him, and I th ink  Captain MEDINA 
was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q Would you i n d i c a t e  where on t h e  map t h a t  you saw 
t h i s  ind iv idua l?  When you say k i d ,  are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a 
s o l d i e r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And what had happened t o  him? 

A. He had sho t  himself i n  t h e  f o o t ,  sir. 

Q. I have here a s e t  of photographs a l l  black and 
white taken by HAEBERLE which were turned i n  and became a 
p a r t  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  record.  I show you photograph number, 
Exhibi t  P-9, i s  t h a t  t h e  ind iv idua l  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Do you know h i s  name? 

I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, s i r .  

But he was a colored s o l d i e r ?  

Yes, sir. 

I show you photograph Exhibi t  P-8. 

Yes, sir. 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  scene? 

1.was i n  the  immediate a r e a  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Are you included i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  recognize myself i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  sir. 

Q. Do you recognize any o t h e r  person i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. The arrow poin t ing  t o  Captain MEDINA. I d o n ' t  
th ink  I recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  s ir .  

B. Would you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map with a number 6 
where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken o r  where you were wi th  Captain 
MEDINA and t h i s  colored s o l d i e r  who had been s h o t  i n  t h e  foo t?  
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A. I have ind ica ted  on t h i s  map on t h e  south f l ank  
with a  6 ,  t h e  est imated loca t ion  t h a t  t h e  wounded s o l d i e r  
waited f o r  the medevac. It w a s  a t  *is l o c a t i o n ,  I be l i eve ,  
t h a t  he w a s  r ece iv ing  t rea tment  i n  t h e  photograph 8. 

Q Do you know what time of  day t h i s  was? 

A. No, sir.  In t h e  morning. 

Q - You saw Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  scene? 

A. Yes, sir. And I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  
where the  boy was rece iv ing  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  h i s  wound. I 
be l i eve  i n  number 1 0 ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  me, myself. 

Q Let  t h e  record s o  s t a t e  t h a t  i n  photo 10 Captain 
JOHNSON ind ica ted  he th inks  t h e  ind iv idua l  kneel ing  over t h e  
colored s o l d i e r  is  himself 'with a r i f l e  i n  h i s  r i g h t  hand. 

What i s  t h e  next event  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. The h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and took t h e  wounded s o l d i e r  
away, and, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was kind of a f i l t e r i n g  of 
t roops r i g h t  along t h i s  southern t r a i l ,  and they  s a t  down 
o u t s i d e . t h e  t r a i l  the re .  Maybe 15 t o  20 men. A s h o r t  while 
l a t e r  they brought a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  f o r  me and l i f t e d  me'lout. 

Q . Why d id  they b r ing  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  f o r  you? 

A. Company B had some de ta inees .  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  number. There were q u i t e  a few and they  l i f t e d  me over  
t o  Company B. 

Q. Did you go back t o  LZ Dott ie?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime, no, sir. I went over t o  Company B,  
and Company B was loca ted  i n  t h a t  genera l  v i c i n i t y .  I cannot 
e s t ima te  the  d i s t ance  t h a t  I flew i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I t  
wasn ' t  a  very long r i d e ,  but  c e r t a i n l y  too  s h o r t  t o  walk. 
They took me over t o  Company B and s e t  me down. 

Q You l e f t  Char l ie  Company a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time 
then? 
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A. Yes, sir. I f  I remember exac t ly  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
picked me up i n  t h i s  general  loca t ion  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

8- Could you mark t h a t  with t h e  number 8 ,  o r  i s  it 
7? Yes, 7,  and i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

(Witness s o  marked. ) 

And what time was t h a t ?  

A. Before noon, sir, I know t h a t .  I c a n ' t  narrow it 
down--10:30, 1 1 : O O .  I ' m  es t imat ing  t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- I have here t h e  log ,  t h e  s h e e t  from t h e  log  of 
t h e  Arneric'al Division. I r e f e r  you t o  i tem number 32.  Does 
t h i s  he lp  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory as  t o  t h e  approximate time? 

A. It was 10 o r  15 minutes l a t e r ,  s i r ,  t h a t  they 
l i f t e d  me ou t .  Because I was i n  t h i s  a rea  and it seemed l i k e  
the  next  t h i n g  they had t h e  chopper coming i n .  

\ 

Q. Did you see  any o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s ,  men, women o r  
ch i ld ren ,  which you would term noncombatants k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  
area? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see  any Americans shoot  a t ,  o r  shoot  and 
h i t  and wound, o r  poss ib ly  k i l l  any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. None? 

A. No, sir. I saw, no one shoot  anyone wi th  
a .45, and I d i d  not  see  anyone shoot  a l i t t l e  boy t h r e e  
times with a M-16. I saw no one throw a hand grenade, 
o r  f i r e  a weapon t h a t  knocked down a c h i l d  o r  a women, o r  
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a Vie t  Cong. I saw no one touch, k i l l ,  
anyone i n  My Lai ( 4 )  , t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. The 
quest ionable  a r e a  i n  my mind i s  t h a t  I heard c e r t a i n l y  
within days a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
repor ted  a man f i r i n g  a t  a women and k i l l i n g  he r .  I cannot 
r e c a l l  this inc iden t .  I f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had occurred,  then 
I be l i eve  t h a t  I would have remembered it c l e a r l y  i n  my mind. 
So he lp  me God, I d i d n ' t  see  anybody g e t  k i l l e d .  
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Q The only dead bodies which you saw w e r e  those  of 
t h e  small  boy and t h e  o t h e r  number of bodies which you saw 
i n  a group, genera l ly ,  towards t h e  southwest corner  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I be l i eve  I i d e n t i f i e d  it as 10 o r  12 bodies  on 
t h e  a e r i a l  photo. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any more bodies 
than  those ,  sir. Those bodies a r e  t h e  only  bodies I r e c a l l  
s ee ing  t h a t  day t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. I f  I could 
r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  information,  I would g ive  i t  t o  you. 

Q- Did you t ake  any p i c t u r e s  while  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have a camera with you? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- How d id  Sergeant M I N H  f e e l  a f t e r  you had t a l k e d  
t o  him? 

A. He w a s  no t  happy with us ,  sir. I calmed him down. 
I t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  p lace  t o  t a l k  about it, t h a t  
I would t a l k  t o  him l a t e r  about it. And he seemed t o  
genera l ly  go along with t h a t .  We continued t h e  opera t ion  
together  over t o  B Company. 

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  your job wad s o l e l y  t h a t  of i n t e r -
rogat ion  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you had no o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. S i r ,  I had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  r epor t ing  on t h e  
enemy, t h a t  i s ,  documents, o r  th ings  t h a t  may give us t a c t i c a l  
information. I w a s  not  i n  any posi t ion-- i f  I had been aware 
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  I was not  i n  any p o s i t i o n  t o  t ake  any 
ac t ion .  I w a s  no t  t h e  commander on t h e  ground. I was no t  
a  platoon l eader .  I w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  under t h e  opera t iona l  
con t ro l  of a company commander, and my s o l e  purpose was t o  
attempt t o  g e t  information of immediate t a c t i c a l  va lue ,  and 
screen  those de ta inees  t h a t  were no t  considered suspec t ,  and 
r e l e a s e  them. 

Q - W e l l . ,  1 wt3-I, come back Later t o  your r e spons ib i l -
i t i e s ,  bu t  I wanted t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  po in t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
po in t  of time. 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q So you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you l e f t  h e r e  somewhere i n  
t h e  time pe r iod  of about PO :30. Would t h a t  be about c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Based on t h e  in format ion  you showed me of  t h e  
medevac, I would e s t i m a t e  t h e  t ime t o  be  i n  that t i m e  frame, 
around 11:0 0 .  

Q . And what d id  you do then?  

A. I went over t o  B Company, and sc reened  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r ea .  

Q How many p r i s o n e r s  d i d  they have? 

A. I would say they  probably had 20 t o  25 t o t a l .  

Q What d i d  you do t h e r e ?  
\ 

A. I sc reened  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  they 
were, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, were n o t  enemy. 

Q Were t h e s e  a l l  males? 

A. No, sir.  There were females.  It w a s  k ind  of  an 
ID check. I f  they  had an I D  and a p l a u s i b l e  s t o r y ,  you 
don' t have any b a s i s  t o  hold  anyone. 

Q . Did they  have I D  ca rds?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir .  Many of  them had I D  ca rds .  I t  w a s n ' t  
t he  c a r d i n a l  r u l e  t h a t  they had I D  c a r d s ,  b u t  i f  they had a 
p l a u s i b l e  s t o r y ,  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as  f a r  a s  
proving whether a person i s  a c i v i l  defendant  o r  a ~ i e tCong 
o r  NVA, i s  c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a ,  o r  t h e r e  w a s  c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a :  
a war- l ike  a c t ,  some damaging evidence--weapons , documents, 
something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I f  t h e  people  were j u s t  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  they  would no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be au toma t i ca l ly  
convicted o r  s u s p e c t ,  

Q. Did you have wi th  you a b lack  l i s t ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  
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Q. Did you have with you a l i s t  of VC suspects  o r  
of VCI? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How long d i d  it take  you t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  those 
p r i soners  ? 

A .  My i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  w e r e  very cursory.  The k ids  
d o n ' t  count. What looked suspec t ,  I in te r roga ted .  

Q. Can you t e l l  me what looks suspect?  

A .  . A  c r i t e r i a  f o r  VC, o r  V i e t  Cong i s  age, sc ra tches  
on t h e  arms from running through t h e  brush i n  s p e c i f i c  
l o c a t i o n s ,  w e l t s  on t h e  back from car ry ing  pack loads of 
r i c e  o r  th ings  of t h i s  na ture .  These people more o r  l e s s  
vouched f o r  each o the r .  

Q. When you- f in i shed  screening  them, what happened 
t o  those that you gave a p o s i t i v e  assessment t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  de ta in ing  any of those  people,  sir. 

Q I f  any of these  people had been susp ic ious ,  what 
would you have done with them? 

A. Evacuated them t o  thelLZ Dot t i e ,  and they  would 
have been evacuated t o  I th ink  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  11th  Brigade. 

Q Now, w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about somewhere around noon-
time when you a r r i v e d ,  11:00 t o  1 2  :00, during t h i s  per iod.  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What happened i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A .  I moved with t h e  command group. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  commander's name, He was l a t e r  k i l l e d  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER. 

Q. Would t h e  name MITCHELL mean anything? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  h i s  name w a s  MITCHELL. 
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A. MICmES, sir, This was t h e  name of t h e  eomanander, 

B. Yes. 

A. We moved i n ,  I d o n ' t  know which d i r e c t i o n  we were 
moving, but  w e  mved t o  t h e  Pseat ion t o  prepare  f o r  a--I 
t h i n k  they s%ayed i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  night--night defensive 
position, M o w 8  we linked up wit31 a l l  t h e  p la toons  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  , 

Q - D i d  anyb,ody else jo in  them? 

A. Captain MEBLNW's company moved i n t o  an adjo in ing  
defensive p o s i t i o n ,  

a 


8. Would you refer t o  t h i s  as a l a a g e r  a rea?  
1 


A, Yes, sir. 


Q ., And what happened t he r e?  


A- They had several p r i soners  i n  t h e  area. 


Q. Who had khe prisoners? 

A, I donfit;recal l ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know whether Captain 
MEDINA had brought them i n  sr i f  Captain MICHEES had them. 
T h e  National. Police and.--

Q o  
 (1nterps ingB When had t h e  National Pol ice  a r r i v e d  
on the scene? 

A ,  1 didn't see them come i n ,  sir.  I th ink  they erne 
i n  on a RePicspter ,  but I canatbe su re  of t h a t .  

8.  HOW many of them were t h e r e ?  

A. I ' d  estimate five or s i x  Nat ional  Po l i ce  and t w o  
or %h~reeWUqs tihat I saw. That ' s  a l l  I saw. I d o n ' t  know 
if t h e r e  were any more. 

Q . What is a W U ?  
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A. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  I was l i f t e d  ou t .  I went 
back t o  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q. Did you go t o  Bravo Company o r  d id  you go t o  Charlie 
Company when you re turned?  You s a i d  you w e r e  away from it 
and then you came back. 

A. Yes, sir. I l i f t e d  ou t  of Bravo Company's a rea .  
They picked me up with a h e l i c o p t e r  and I went back i n t o  
LZ Dot t i e ,  and t h e  two companies s tayed i n  t h e  f i e ld  as f a r  
as  I know. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody e l s e  come i n  and land and 
d iscuss  ma t t e r s  with Captain MEDINA o r  Captain MICHLES? 

A. I d o n ' t  r emember .  I cannot r e c o l l e c t  any a t  t h i s  
time . 
Q. Who w a s  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  you re tu rned  with? 

A. I c a n ' t  recall t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. When you re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  what t i m e  was this?I 
A. It was i n  t h e  afternoon. The sun w a s  g e t t i n g  
down i n  t h e  sky, s o  I would say probably about 5:00 o r  5:30. 
I would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  time. 

Q. Who d id  you r e p o r t  t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember r epor t ing  t o  anyone, sir.  I c a n ' t  
even r e c a l l  . i f  I went ou t  t h a t  n igh t  on a h e l i c o p t e r  back t o  
11th  Brigade o r  whether I s tayed t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. I n  your s i t u a t i o n ,  when you were a t tached and 
working through t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker, would you n o t  
normally r e p o r t  back t o  him concerning your a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. I would no t  normally r e p o r t  t o  him, sir, unless  
I had information r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  I 
don 't remember--
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Q *  
t o  t h e  
handled 

( In terpos ing)  You had information r e l a t i n g  
t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  though. I n  t h e  morning you had 
a r a d i o  and some b i t s  and types of equipment. You 

had seen c e r t a i n  th ings .  You had proceeded t o  B/4/3.  You 
had i n t e r r o g a t e d  some VC suspects .  You were aware t h a t  
some a d d i t i o n a l  PW's were t h e r e .  

A. I ' m  speaking t o  you a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  
from t h e  M I  detachment. I probably en te red  t h e  TOC, sir,  
but  I cannot r e c a l l  d iscuss ing  any s p e c i f i c s  of t h a t  opera-
t i o n  t h a t  evening. Again, the s i t u a t i o n  w a s  such t h a t  i f  
the  information was no t  of immediate t a c t i c a l  value t o  t h e  
t a sk  fo rce ,  I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it. Other than  making out  cap-
t u r e  cards with l imi ted  information,  I d i d n ' t  write r e p o r t s  
of any kind. The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was conducted a t  11th  Brigade 
o r  198th.  The information t h a t  I would send back would be 
the  circumstances of t h e  capture.  Those s p e c i f i c  items t h a t  
may be of  i n t e r e s t  t o  those a r e a s ,  should be covered i n  t h e  
in te r roga t ion .  The s i t u a t i o n  w a s  n o t  t h a t  s t a t i c .  The s i t -
uat ion was no t  t h a t  s t a t i c  o r  t h a t  formal. 

Q But you d i d  no t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  head-
q u a r t e r s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had seen some c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d  by one means o r  another;  you d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  
them t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had i n t e r r o g a t e d  severa l  VC suspects  
which you had screened and which you had found n o t  t o  be 
suspect  and had them re leased?  

A. I t  is  poss ib le  t h a t  I d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I do not  
r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it with t h e  S2 o r  Colonel BARKER o r  the  S3. 
However, I may have spoken about it, however, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  speaking t o  them about it. 

Q. A s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  do you n o t  consider  
t h a t  it was your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  have repor ted  t h e s e  f a c t s  
t o  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  of which you were under the opera t iona l  
con t ro l?  

A. The captured p r i soners ,  t h e  K I A ' s ,  and t h e  wounded 
were normally repor ted  by t h e  commander, t h e  commander on the  
ground, i n  t h i s  case,  t h e  company commander. I had no more 
information t o  give t o  anyone o t h e r  than t h a t  both commanders 
had on t h e  ground. And again I say my primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
was t o  them, t o  convey t h a t  information of immediate t a c t i c a l  
value.  They wrote t h e  a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  sir.  
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Q Who i s  they? 

A. The commanders on t h e  ground, sir.  

Q Did they w r i t e  an a f t e r -ac t ion  ' r epor t?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether they d i d ,  sir.  I h merely 
t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  they normally would w r i t e  t h e  a f t e r -ac t ion  
repor t s  f o r  an opera t ion .  

Q. And what d id  you do a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I went back t o  t h e  11th  In fan t ry  Brigade e i t h e r  
t h a t  n igh t  o r  the  following morning. I be l i eve  it was Apr i l  
the--the f i x s t  week i n  Apr i l .  I was t r y i n g  t o  process  myself 
out  of Vietnam. My wife was ill and i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  My 
family was s p l i t  up i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  houses. She had a 
nervous breakdown and they gave me a 20-day l eave ,  f i n a l l y ,  
and I went home, sir. 

Q What d id  you have? Did you s t a y  home? 

A. No, s i r .  I s tayed f o r  my 20 days and re turned  t o  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade. I went t o  Captain LABRIOLA and s a i d  i n  
6 months I have never turned down an opera t ion ,  and I do no t  
care  t o  go back out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  unless  you have a n e c e s s i t  
f o r  me t o  go and nobody e l s e  w i l l  go. And he  s a i d ,  "1'11 
keep you out  of t h e  f i e l d  as  much as  poss ib le . "  I n  May o r  
June, possibly 15 o r  16 June I was reassigned t o  t h e  Saigon 
a rea  and went t o  work f o r  CMAC. 

Q *at i s  CMAC? 

A. Cent ra l  Mi l i t a ry  Assis tance Command--Combined 
Mi l i t a ry  Assis tance Command. I wrote r e p o r t s  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q When you re turned  from LZ Dot t i e  t o  Duc Pho, d i d  
you r e p o r t  t o  Captain LABRIOLA t h e  n igh t  of t h e  16 th ,  o r  t h e  
morning of t h e  17 th ,  o r  whenever it may have been? 

A. They already had t h e  information. 

Q What information? 

A. The information pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  body count i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  . -
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A. Photo number 4 1 ,  I ' m  n o t  absolu te ly  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  it is t h e  same photo. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  You ind ica ted  t h a t  before .  We have 
gone over t h a t ,  and you have ind ica ted  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  th ink  
that it was t h e  same group you had seen on t h e  road. 

A. Yes, sir.  Photo number 36,  I be l i eve  t h a t  i s  me 
a t  t h e  t o p  of t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Photo number 5 is a p i c t u r e  of me. I ' v e  seen 
t h a t  p i c t u r e  previously and can i d e n t i f y  it by the--I 
be l i eve  I was digging f o r  a cache, o r  something, o r  whatever. 

Q Was t h i s  i n  the My L a i  a rea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Number 5? 

A. Yes, sir.  Photo number 2 1  is  a p i c t u r e  of myself ,  
and my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and a Vietnamese ch i ld .  Photo number 22 
is a photo of myself ,  and my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and an o l d  Vietnamese 
man. 

a. Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  him? 

A. I be l i eve  we spoke t o  t h i s  gentleman, however, he 
d i d n ' t  have any information t o  o f f e r  t o  us.  Photo 2 3  is a 
p i c t u r e  of Captain MICHLES and my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I be l i eve ,  
and some Vietnamese. 

Q And number 24? 

A. No, sir.  Photo number 10 , I be l i eve  t h a t  's myself 
a t  t h e  top  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q We have already i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t .  I be l i eve  t h e r e  
i s  one on t h e  r eve r se  s i d e  of t h a t  t h a t  you have a l s o  
i d e n t i f i e d  previously.  

A. Yes, s i r .  Photo number 9 .  Numbers 7 and 8 ,  1 ' 

b e l i e v e ,  a r e  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  w a s  wounded. I 
be l i eve  t h a t  i s  my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  sir. 
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Q On t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Sergeant MINH? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . I n  photo number 19 t a l k i n g  t o  a group of women 
and ch i ld ren?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you s e e  Sergeant PHU during t h e  course of t h e  
. operat ion? 

A. I th ink  I s a w  him i n  t h e  a r e a ,  sir. He was with 
the  CP group, I b e l i e v e ,  and s tayed with Captain MEDINA. 

Q Did you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. I may have s a i d  h e l l o  t o  him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
saying anything s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  him. 

Q- When you came i n t o  t h e  LZ, was t h e r e  heavy f i r i n g
going on? 

A. There w a s  heavy f i r i n g  going on, sir. 

Q- Were t h e  gunships f i r i n g ?  

A. I be l i eve  they were, sir. 

Q Were t h e  door gunners f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e  door gunners were f i r i n g .  
The second l i f t  cou ldn ' t  u t i l i z e  supress ing  f i r e  because 
t h e  t roops  were a l ready on t h e  ground. However, I seem t o  
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were gunships i n  t h e  a r e a  f i r i n g .  I 
don ' t  know whether they were f i r i n g  i n  t h e  immediate v i -
c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q- Did you see anything a t  which they  were f i r i n g ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. I would l i k e  t o  come back f o r  j u s t  a minute to--I 
fo rgo t  the name of your company, o r  u n i t  comander .  

A. Captain LABRIOLA, sir.  

Q Do you remember i f  you repor ted  anything o r  not  
t o  him concerning this opera t ion?  

A. I th ink  w e  discussed it, however, it was n o t  i n  
the  form of a r e p o r t .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I th ink  t h a t  Captain 
KOTOUC was on the  ground out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  when he came i n .  I be l i eve  t h a t  KOTOUC was t h e r e  
when w e  were w i t h  Company B. 

Q Did you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. I must have, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what you s a i d  t o  him? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q e  Do you as  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  officer--what t r a i n i n g
d i d  you rece ive  i n  t h e  handling of c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, 
and s o  on, and a l s o  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and handling of 
PW's. 

A. I a t tended a  4-week o r i e n t a t i o n  course,  b a s i c  
i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I completed OCS and was s e n t  t o  F o r t  Holabird 
t o  school  a s  a b a s i c  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  I was n o t  awarded 
the  MOS of  9316 which is t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  of f icer - - in ter ro-
ga t ion  o f f i c e r .  I had no previous experience as  an i n t e r r o -
ga t ion  o f f i c e r .  None of t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  M I D  had previous 
experience as  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I knew. They were 
a l l  s t r a i g h t  ou t  of school.  A t  t h a t  time 9300 was t h e  b a s i c  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  MOS. Tha t ' s  a l l  t h e  schooling I had, 
sir.  

Q When you l e f t  t h e  school ,  d i d  you j o i n  t h e  
Americal--not t h e  Americal, bu t  t h e  11th Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Did you go through some s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  f o r  
a r r i v a l  i n  South Vietnam? 

-
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A. W e  took our  normal POR t r a i n i n g ;  however, I was 
t h e  proper ty  book o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  time, and we  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
i n  l a r g e  amounts of supp l i e s .  We were f i l l i n g  up t o  go. 
We had no men. I w a s  the second o f f i c e r  t o  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  
M I D .  It was brand new. Then t h e  men came and t h e  equipment 
t h a t  w e  had. I had no experience i n  supply e i t h e r .  Con-
sequent ly,  t h e  language course t h a t  some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  
were able  t o  t ake ,  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  wi th  the Vietnamese lan-  
guage, I w a s  unable t o  take  t h i s  course.  

Q- I have here  some cards prepared by Headquarters 
, MACV. I w i l l  ask you i f  you have seen t h e s e  cards on t h e  
top  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  f acs imi le  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  page 
both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r .  

(Witness examined Exhibi t  M-2. ) 

Did you have one of t h e s e  cards?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I was i s sued  one of  these  nor 
i f  I had seen t h i s  card  before.  It seems t h a t  they  d i d  
i s s u e  a pamphlet about Vietnam, o r  something of t h i s  na tu re ,  
about t h e  customs of t h e  Vietnamese people. It may have 
been i n  t h e  book t h a t  we g e t  with those phrases  which I was 
never ab le  t o  master. My Vietnamese d i d  not  progress .  I 
don' t have a c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  languages. 

Q- I show you another  card,  Exhib i t  M-3, and ask i f  
you have e v e r  seen t h a t  card?  

(Witness examined Exhibi t  M-3. ) 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  being i s sued  one of these  

cards nor  do I r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s .  


9- Have you ever  been given i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ?  


A. They i s sued  a language book. The t rea tment  o f  
these  people w a s  given t o  me, how t o  handle p r i soners .  I 
d id  r ece ive  t h e  information, bu t  I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  pam- 
p h l e t  o r  t h e  document t h a t  I received t h a t  information from. 

Q. I n  t h e  course of  your t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii and i n  

South Vietnam, inc luding  your i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  when you 

a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam, were you given any i n s t r u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of war crimes? 
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A. Not t h a t  I recall,  sir.  

Q- Were you given any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on who was con-
s i d e r e d  respons ib le  f o r  r epor t ing  the mishandling, o r  in-
jur ing ,  or  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants, o r  t h e  mishandling of 
PW's, o r  anything of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  na tu re?  

A.  Not that I r e c a l l ,  sir. A s  far  as r e p o r t i n g ,  I 
have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e p o r t  t o  my commander those  
ac t ions  t h a t  a r e  not  a l ready repor ted .  I assumed, poss ib ly  
erroneously , that t h e  i n £ormation was repor ted .  

Q. I have here  MACV Direc t ive  20-4, da ted  27 A p r i l
1967, which w e  have l i s t e d  as  Exhib i t  D-1. I r e f e r  t h i s  
document t o  you and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  con ten t s  of para-
graph 5a,  and ask you i f  you had been given i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  

(Witness examined document. 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I have seen t h a t  d i r e c t i v e  
before.  

Q You probably would no t  have seen t h e  d i r e c t i v e  
because it w a s  i s sued  from Headquarters, MACV. There may 
have been a followup document from the  America1 Divis ion o r  
t h e  11th  Brigade, but  even t h e r e  I am p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  whether o r  not  you had received such i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  
s u b j e c t  e i t h e r  from t h e  ma te r i a l s  which had been taken from 
South Vietnam back t o  Hawaii during t h e  v i s i t  of  t h e  advance 
p a r t y ,  o r  whether you had been given such i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
country through your M I  detachment. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain JOHNSON, I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  
some p i c t u r e s  t h a t  you have i d e n t i f i e d  and ask a few ques-
t i o n s  about t h e m .  I be l i eve  you i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s o l d i e r  i n  
p i c t u r e  5 a s  yourse l f?  

A. I be l i eve  s o ,  sir. 

Q How a r e  you a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  yourse l f  i n  that 
photograph? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  t h e  pub l i c  information o f f i c e r  
showed me a copy of a s m a l l  photo of t h i s  p i c t u r e .  
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Q- When d i d  he show you t h i s  photograph? 

A. I would es t ima te  a week o r  s o  a f t e r  t h e  My Lai 
( 4 )  i nc iden t .  

Q So back i n  March of 1968 you saw t h a t  photograph? 

A .  I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n .  I be l i eve  so.  

Q. Would the  same be t r u e  of these  o t h e r  photographs
t h a t  you examined i n  which you i d e n t i f i e d  yourself  and 
o the r s?  Did you see  them a t  t h a t  t ime, i n  March 1968? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  see ing  photo 23 a t  t h a t  t ime,  o r  
photo 21, o r  22? 

A. I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  time i n  my mind. I 
recognize Captain MICHLES and my i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q And photo 36, I be l i eve  you a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  your-
s e l f  i n  t h a t  photo? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And d i d  you see  t h a t  i n  March of 1968 o r  there-
abouts? Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  engagement a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. The f i r s t  time I . saw t h i s  photograph, sir, was 
when t h e  agent  from t h e  1st C I D  showed it t o  m e ,  and t h e  
f i r s t  time I s a w  t h i s  photograph was when t h e  agent  showed 
i t  t o  me. 

Q You a r e  i n  photo 22. This photograph and t h i s  
photograph, 22  and 36? And is t h e  same t r u e  of  21? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So t h e  only one of t h e s e  t h a t  you remember see ing
i n  March o r  thereabouts  i n  1968 would be number 5? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Now, can you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us t h e  p lace  where t h e  
var ious  photographs were taken? Whether a t  LZ 1 o r  LZ 2,  
16 March 1968? I n  o t h e r  words, were they  wi th  Company B o r  
Company C? 

A. This photo w a s  with Company C. 

Q Number 36. 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about 
t h i s  photo. 

Q. You are not  s u r e  about number 21. Can you l o c a t e  
number 22? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  was i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Number 22 i s  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I be l i eve  s o ,  yes .  

Q. Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  de ta inees  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I f  I r e c a l l ,  I spoke with t h i s  o l d  gentleman he re ,  
and I be l i eve  he had a couple of ch i ld ren  wi th  him. I n  My 
Lai ( 4 )  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  people I r e c a l l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q. While looking a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph on which 
you had e a r l i e r  i d e n t i f i e d  some seven po in t s  i n  your move-
ment through My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March, can you f i x  t h e  par-
t i c u l a r  p lace ,  approximately, t h a t  such i n t e r r o g a t i o n  would 
have taken p lace?  Where i n  the  sequence of what you were 
doing d i d  it occur? 

A. May I consul t  with my counsel? 

10: A t  any time. 

A. I cannot remember what time I i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h i s  
man. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n ,  bu t  it seems 
t h a t  I was down a t r a i l  i n t o  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h e r e  a number c l o s e  by which you have already 
placed on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

-
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A. Yes. I would say t h a t  it was some place ,  probably 
i n  the  a rea  of number 5 ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y .  

Q- We w e r e  then speaking about photo number 22. 
NOW, was photo number 21 a l s o  taken a t  o r  about t h e  same 
time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know what time 
t h a t  photo was taken. 

Q. Do you i n  any way r e l a t e  t h e  young boy t o  the  
o ld  man? 

A. No. 

Q Is t h e r e  anything i n  t h e  a t t i r e  of yourself  o r  
Sergeant M I N H  t h a t  would suggest  t h a t  it was about t h e  same 
time o r  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Nothing t h a t  you can s e e  from examining t h e  
photo? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, can you p lace  f o r  us t h e  group shown i n  
photo number 23? 

A. I t  was, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  the  a r e a  where w e  were 
f i r s t  c a l l e d  over t o  B Company. 

A. Yes, i f  we a r e  g'oing t o  i d e n t i f y  it as Bravo 
Company. 

Q Would i t  a l s o  be t r u e  of photo number 19? 

A. I would say s o  because based on t h e  f a c t  I d i d n ' t  
see these  people i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  I presume t h i s  was i n  B 
Company. Both of these  were i n  B Company. 

Q. I d o n ' t  be l ieve  you i d e n t i f i e d  photo number 18 
as one you had seen o r  recognized. Can you place t h e  
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loca t ion  of t h a t  photo? Do you remember see ing  t h e  people 
who a r e  t h e r e ,  o r  t h e  genera l  s e t t i n g  of such a group of 
de ta inees  ? 

A. No; sir. 

Q DO I understand t h a t  t h e  only de ta inee  i n  t h e  
3 o r  more hours t h a t  you were i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  you can 
remember meeting and i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  was one o l d  man? 

A. I th ink  I s a i d  we  a r r i v e d  about 8:00 and we 
departed some place  between 1 0  :30 and 11:00. This would 
be l e s s  than 3 hours.  

Q Two and a h a l f  t o  3 hours. 

A. During t h i s  time t h e  only man t h a t  I i n t e r r o -
gated was t h e  o ld  man. 

Q Did you know of any o t h e r  de ta inees  i n  t h e  a rea  
o t h e r  than t h a t  one o l d  man? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Did you a t  any time see  any movement of  c i v i l i a n s  
out  along a road? 

A. No, sir.  

Q So f a r  as you were aware, t h e r e  was no opportuni ty 
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o t h e r  than t h a t  one o l d  man? 

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

I0 : While we a r e  on t h i s  o l d  man, what d i d  t h e  o ld  
man t e l l  you? 

A. I be l i eve  he was complaining about t h e  people 
being sho t .  I asked him i f  t h e r e  were VC t h e r e  and my i n t e r -
p r e t e r  s a i d ,  "He saysw--the o ld  man--"that they l e f t  t h i s  
morning. " 

MR MACCRATE: How many of them? 
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A. I could no t  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  number--many, which i s  
any number. 

Q id you repor t  t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  you had 
gathered from the  o l d  man t o  e i t h e r  your own command o r  t o  
anyone e l s e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I be l ieve  I t o l d  Captain MEDINA t h a t  
the  o ld  man s a i d  they moved out  t h a t  morning. Something t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q. Did you s o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  Captain LABRIOLA? 

A. I do not  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what I t o l d  Captain 
LABRIOLA. That t h e  VC were i n  t h e  a rea  and moved o u t  of 
the area.  I be l i eve  t h a t  I probably t o l d  Captain LABRIOLA 
t h a t  they had moved ou t  t h a t  morning according t o  the  o ld  
man. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  your conversat ion wi th  Sergeant 
MINH while you were t a l k i n g  with him about t h e  problems of 
warfare and t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  whether t h a t  conversat ion was 
before o r  a f t e r  you t a lked  t o  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q They were both i n i t i a l l y  saying about t h e  same 
th ing ,  weren 't they? 

A. That i s  correct--I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q How long had Sergeant M I N H  been with you? 

A. A s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  me over t h e  months? 

Q. Yes. 

A. The i n t e r p r e t e r s  r o t a t e d .  They d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  
duty ou t  the re .  They would p r e f e r  t o  be down i n  Duc Pho, 
where they had an opportuni ty t o  go t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  down 
the re  t h a t  was con t ro l l ed ,  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  genera l ly ,  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  would go on an opera t ion  and then  t h e  next  
time a d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t e r  would go. 

Q. DO you have any i d e a  of how much experience Ser-
geant MINH had before t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  
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A. He was thoroughly conversive i n  t h e  language. 
None of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  had t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  that he had. 
Like some of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t e r p r e t e r s  had. I t h i n k  t h a t  
he had some previous m i l i t a r y  experience.  This is an 
assumption. I be l i eve  t h a t  he had some previous m i l i t a r y  
experience.  Generally speaking, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  from 
Vietnam come from the  upper c l a s s  because of t h e  educat ion 
and t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  they must have, and t h e  rank t h a t  
they rece ive .  I th ink  they  a r e  a l l  made E-6. 

Q You d o n ' t  know how long, however, he had been 
a c t i n g  as  an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

R. NO, s i r .  

Q But you do th ink  t h a t  he had p r i o r  m i l i t a r y  
experience? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. And t h i s  was not  an e a r l y  engagement f o r  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he had functioned as--in t h e  
f i e l d  t h a t  much. It was my experience t h a t  many of t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  d id  not  care  t h a t  much about funct ioning  i n  
the  f i e l d .  They p re fe r red  t o  be back a t  t h e  br igade o r  
d i v i s i o n  f i r e  base.  

Q Of course,  we 're  n o t  t a l k i n g  about what they
have prefer red .  I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  experience.  How much exposure he 
might have had up t o  t h a t  time. This was t h e  f i r s t  time 
t h e  two of you were together?  

A. He had worked on in te r roga t ions  with me p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  time. 

Q I n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No. Back a t  t h e  11th  Brigade. I cannot r e c a l l  
any s p e c i f i c  time t h a t  we went t o  t h e  f i e l d  before t h i s  time. 
However, we could have gone o u t  on smal ler  opera t ions .  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did you subsequently,  subsequent t o  1 6  March, 
have any f u r t h e r  operat ions with Sergeant MINH? 
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A. I ' m  so r ry .  I thought t h a t  was t h e  previous 
quest ion.  

Q. After  16 March. Did you go ou t  with him again? 
MY p r i o r  ques t ion  had been before t h e  16th of March. 

A. I understand t h e  quest ion.  I probably d i d ,  
again,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  o r  time. 

Q Did he ever  come back t o  t h i s  same i d e a  and 
express concern about it e i t h e r  as t o  what had gone on a t  
My Lai ( 4 )  o r  what was going on a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  l a t e r  
operat ion? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d iscuss ing  it with him a t  a l l  
any f u r t h e r .  

Q I f  t h e r e  a r e  de ta inees  t h a t  you b e l i e v e  t o  
have important information,  what was your procedure f o r  
handling them? 

A. They were evacuated t o  t h e  LZ Dot t i e  unless  w e  
were c lose  enough t o  go s t r a i g h t  down which was usua l ly  not  
the  case ,  and then he ld  a t  LZ Dot t ie  u n t i l  a h e l i c o p t e r  
came t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and took them down t o  t h e  i n t e r -
rogat ion u n i t  down there .  

Q Who made t h a t  dec is ion  as  t o  whom would be 
l i f t e d  out?  

A. The commander would make t h e  dec i s ion  o r  I could 
recommend t o  t h e  commander t h a t  he be evacuated. Once they 
got  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  t he  S2, i f  he chose, could o r  could n o t ,  
whichever he chose t o  do, send them down t o  t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade. Generally,  they went along with my recommendations 
and i f  the  commander des i red  someone t o  go i n ,  based on h i s  
dec is ion ,  they  went. There was no s p e c i f i c  requirement. 

Q I f  you had such a de ta inee  and t h e  National 
Pol ice wanted t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  man, and take  him o f f ,  how 
was t h e  problem solved? 

A. A l l  de ta inees  were r e l eased  a t  t h a t  time t o  t h e  
government. I n  o the r  words, i f  we l i f t e d  ou t  f i v e  people,  
the  innocent c i v i l i a n s  were r e l eased  t o  t h e  l o c a l  government. 
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Q But, t o  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  o r  a f t e r  
evacuation? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it made any d i f fe rence .  I f  they  
were c i v i l  defendants ,  we kep t  them, and I be l i eve  they 
s e n t  t h e  papers forward. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was an adjudica-
t i o n  a t  d i v i s i o n .  They had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ad jud ica te  
c i v i l  defendants based on the  evidence.  They were then 
turned over t o  the  l o c a l  government and I be l i eve  they took 
them t o  Quang Ngai. I n  t h e  case of PW's , i f  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
they were a PW, they were s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
o r  they were re leased  t o  t h e  l o c a l  government o r  evacuated 
t o  h igher  channels depending on t h e  esteem of t h e  p r i soner .  

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  you con t ro l l ed  t h i s  movement 
i n i t i a l l y ,  o r  could cont ro l  i t ?  

A. NO,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I con t ro l l ed  it. It keeps run-
ning back t o  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and, a s  I look back, I 
d i d n ' t  have the  experience--I'm n o t  making excuses--I d o n ' t  
th ink  as  a l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  I could have a l t e r e d  anything 
t h a t  happened on 1 6  March t h a t  I was involved i n .  I d i d n ' t  
t r y .  That may be a very se r ious  mistake,  but  it i s  done, 
and I c a n ' t  b r ing  any of i t  back. 

Q. I bel ieve  t h a t  when you were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  
end of October, as  you s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  today, you thought 
you might have followed a d i f f e r e n t  rou te  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  than you th ink  you may have followed? 

A. I am unclear ,  o r  t r u l y ,  I am no t  c e r t a i n  which 
route  I took. 

Q. Has any information come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  s ince  
the  end of October 1969, t h a t  had l e d  t o  t h i s  uncer ta in ty  
i n  your mind? 

A. Led t o  t h i s  uncer ta in ty?  

Q - Yes. Has changed your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. I th ink  Captain MEDINA spe l l ed  ou t  e x a c t l y  what 
he f e l t  happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . MEADLO and t h e  r e s t  of 
those guys i n  Li fe  magazine, I guess they t o l d  it l i k e  they 
thought it was. I t  is  re l evan t  only i n  the  sense t h a t  it 
g r e a t l y  confuses me. I w i s h  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  
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t e l e v i s i o n  in terv iews,  and t h e  L i f e  magazine s t o r y ,  news-
paper, and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s ,  b u t  I go t  them, and I cannot 
determine what I remember happened and what has been crammed 
i n t o  my mind t h a t  may have happened t h a t  I might agree with 
o r  t h a t  I might d isagree  w i t h .  

Q Have you had any d i r e c t  communication with any
of these  o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  o r  has a l l  your knowledge, o r  
a l l  your information,  come from t h e  media, t h e  news media? 

A. I ' v e  been d i r e c t e d  by t h e  a u t h o r i t y  a t  For t  
~ e n n i n g ,Georgia, not  t o  d iscuss  t h i s ,  and I have been 
d i rec ted  by Lieutenant  Colonel BREEN n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s ,  
and I haven ' t  made any contac t  with any i n d i v i d u a l  and 
discussed t h e  ma t t e r  a f t e r  rece iv ing  t h e s e  o r d e r s ,  except  
t o  c a l l  my mother and exp la in  t o  h e r  t h a t  I might be--I 
d i d n ' t  want h e r  t o  worry. 

Q =  But p r i o r  t o  rece iv ing  t h e  d i rec t ive - - tha t  is  
the  time I was d i r e c t i n g  myself to--when d i d  you f i r s t  
receive t h e  d i r e c t i v e  about not communicating? 

A. The f i r s t  d i r e c t i v e  I received--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
the d a t e ,  b u t  it has been over a week ago. The communication 
t h a t  I had with anyone about t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  i r r e l e v a n t .  I 
never made any s tatement  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  I th ink  Lieutenant 
CALLEY is  g u i l t y  o r  I th ink  t h a t  Captain MEDINA is g u i l t y ,  
o r  anything of t h i s  na ture .  I never discussed with any news 
media nor do I in tend t o  d iscuss  t h i s  mat ter .  Fur ther ,  I 
do no t  in tend  t o  d iscuss  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  March 16 a t  a l l  i n  
the f u t u r e  u n t i l  t he  whole mat ter  is resolved.  

Q Captain JOHNSON,  my ques t ion  is  r e a l l y  d i r e c t e d  
t o  e l i c i t i n g  whether t h e r e  .were exchanges of information 
between you and any o the r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you 
received the  d i r e c t i v e .  This is  t o  h e l p  t h i s  panel  
a s c e r t a i n  the e x t e n t  t o  which information may have moved 
from one person t o  another  and how it a f f e c t e d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
i n  t h a t  way. 

A. I have not  t a lked  t o  any of t h e  people involved 
i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on March t h e  16th ,  a t  any 
time t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  The quest ion of what Lieutenant  
CALLEY d id ,  I was unaware of it u n t i l  such time a s  t h e  in-
v e s t i g a t o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  mat ter  interviewed me. Some 
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information I received from him. I th ink  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
r e f r e s h  my memory. 

10: Captain JOHNSON, wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  o l d  man 
t h a t  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  and you received information from him 
concerning t h e  VC having l e f t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, I t ake  
it t h a t  this  was before t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a rea?  
Was t h a t  your impression, t h a t  t h e  VC had departed t h e  v i l -
lage  p r i o r  t o  the  time of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  My Lai 
( 4 )  ? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  i s  what t h e  o l d  man s a i d .  

Q. When you f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  man, 
what happened t o  him? 

A. The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  has been made, t h a t  was i n  
L i fe  magazine, and has been brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  
agent from t h e  1st C I D  t h a t  in t e r roga ted  me i n  t h e  ma t t e r ,  
t h a t  when I was f i n i s h e d  with him and turned around t h a t  
my i n t e r p r e t e r  s h o t  him, t h a t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team d i d ,  
i n  f a c t ,  shoot  p r i soners ,  t h a t  t h e  Americans d i d n ' t  bu t  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese d id .  They d i d n ' t .  My i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t o  
my knowledge, d id  no t  k i l l  anyone on March t h e  16th.  There 
was a c e r t a i n  per iod  of time t h a t  I was separa ted  from my 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  b u t  not  f o r  any long per iod  of time. Although 
it may no t  be r e l e v a n t ,  I do not  be l i eve ,  I personal ly  do 
not  be l i eve ,  that m y  i n t e r p r e t e r  k i l l e d  anyone. I c e r t a i n l y  
d id  not  witness  o r  know of o r  have knowledge of  my i n t e r -
p r e t e r  k i l l i n g  anyone. In  M I N H ' s  case ,  during t h e  e n t i r e  
t i m e  t h a t  I was working with him, not  j u s t  t h a t  one day. 

Q- You d id  not  see  MINH then  shoot  t h e  o l d  man? 

A .  NO, sir. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody shoot  a t  o r  h i t  t he  o l d  man? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  see  t h e  o ld  man a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  leaving the  o l d  man? 
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A .  I b e l i e v e  he went over  and s a t  down, and we 
walked o f f .  My i n t e r p r e t e r  walked o f f  wi th  me t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  man k i l l e d  anybody, and 
I d i d n ' t  k i l l  anybody t h e  whole t ime I w a s  i n  Vietnam. 
That  i s ,  t o  t a k e  a weapon and shoo t  somebody. 

10:  Colonel MILLER, do you have anything? 

COL MILLER: No, s i r .  

10: Colonel WILSON? 

COL WILSON: What w a s  t h e  name of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who showed 
you photo number 5? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t h e  PI0 o f f i c e r  a t  11 th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade.  

Q You d o n ' t  recal l  h i s  name? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you recal l  h i s  grade? 

A. L ieu tenant .  

Q. Did you eve r  see any propaganda concerning t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. Ours o r  t h e i r s ,  s i r ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q .  Have you ever seen a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
ch ie f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  concerning t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. NO,  sir. 

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  sir.  

I 0  : Colonel  FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: N o ,  s i r .  
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any rumors concerning any a t r o c i t i e s ,  unusual  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
massacres,  o r  anything else t h a t  may have taken  p l a c e  i n  o r  
nea r  My La i  ( 4 )  on o r  about  t h e  16 th  of  March 1968? 

A. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  of  any massacre o r  a t r o c i t y  com-
mi t t ed  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  u n t i l  I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  
and w a s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  agent  from C I D .  There were 
remarks made about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were k i l l e d  t h e r e .  

Q.  Who made t h e  remarks? 

A. I cannot  r e c a l l ,  j u s t  th ,a t  somebody s a i d ,  " Q u i t e  
a few women and k i d s , "  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether it was a t  D o t t i e  o r  back a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q But you never  p u t  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  pre-
v ious  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you had from t h e  o l d  man and from your 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  M I N H ,  t o  be complaining about  t h i s ,  
you d i d n ' t  p u t  a l l  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  which r a i s e d  any doubts 
o r  susp i c ions  i n  your mind a s  t o  what might have been going 
on t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  r e l a t e .  I thought  t h e  V i e t  
Cong w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d  j u s t  because people  were shoo t ing ,  and,  I t r u l y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hose  people  I s a w  dead were e i t h e r  h i t  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships .  

Q Captain  JOHNSON, be fo re  we c l o s e  I would l i k e  t o  
say  t h a t  it i s  q u i t e  impor tan t  f o r  us t h a t  i f  you have any 
such t h i n g s  as documents, t a p e s ,  photos ,  o r  any o t h e r  i n f o r -
mation r ega rd ing  any o t h e r  i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n t e r -
views, o r  i f  you have any o t h e r  knowledge of  t h e  s u b j e c t  
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  have it. I would 
a l s o  say t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  h e r e ,  Colonel BREEN, i n  o r d e r  
t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  may t a l k  t o  you sub-
sequent ly  concerning t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and p o s s i b l e  loca-
t i o n s  of a d d i t i o n a l  w i tnes ses  t h a t  we might i n t e r r o g a t e .  
We picked up a couple  from you t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  i . e . ,  Ser-
geant  M I N H ,  f o r  example, and I t h i n k  we have pinned down a 
couple of t h e  o t h e r  ones i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e .  I 
would l i k e ,  i f  a t  any t ime i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i f  you have any 
of  t h a t ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  have it. Any photos ,  any t a p e s ,  
any r eco rds ,  any th ing  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  concerning t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q *  Before we c l o s e ,  I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e  
oppor tun i ty  t o  make any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you might t o  c l a r i f y  
m a t t e r s ,  o r  any th ing  which i n  your judgment might assist  i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  ach ieve  i t s  purpose,  t h e  
purposes which I have o u t l i n e d  t o  you i n i t i a l l y .  

A. I have on ly  t o  add t h a t  I have t r i e d  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge t o  g ive  you a l l  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  I have 
i n  my mind about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wi thout  us ing  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
in format ion  t h a t  has  been p u t  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  record  r e a l -  
i z i n g  f u l l  w e l l  t h e  e f f e c t  it may have on my c a r e e r ,  and I 
hope t h a t  I have been a b l e  t o  h e l p  you. I have no th ing  
f u r t h e r ,  s ir .  

10: This  hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, a s  annotated 
by CPT JOHNSON w a s  r ece ived  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence as Ex-
h i b i t  P-172. ) 

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1656 hour s ,  8 December 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1018 hour s ,  9 February 

1970.) 


I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRhIKLIN, LTC 
MAHAFFEY, and N24.J LYNN. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Captain  Dennis F. JOHNSON be ing  
r e c a l l e d .  

(CPT JOHNSON was r e c a l l e d ,  advised t h a t  he was 
s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

RCDR : Are you r ep re sen ted  by counsel?  

WIT : Yes, s i r .  

RCDR: (To I C )  S t a t e  your name, rank ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s e r v i c e .  

I C  : Captain  Murray M.  VAN LEAR, 11, F o r t  
Holabird ,  Maryland, U . S .  Army. 

I0 : Captain JOHNSON s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared be fo re  
t h i s  i nqu i ry  on t h e  8 th  of December of l a s t  y e a r ,  w e  have in -
terviewed a  l a r g e  number of  people.  To d a t e ,  we have t a l k e d  
t o  approximately 350 people ,  and we have had made a v a i l a b l e  
a g r e a t  d e a l  -of documentation concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  So we know much 
more about what t r a n s p i r e d  than  we d i d  a t  t h e  t ime w e  f i r s t  
t a l k e d  t o  you. Among t h e s e  people t h a t  we have t a l k e d  t o  a r e  
s e v e r a l  Vietnamese. 

When w e  were i n  South Vietnam we had an oppor tun i ty  
t o  t a l k  t o  t h r e e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  who were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h i s  one 
way o r  another :  your i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  M I N H ;  Captain 
M E D I N A ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  P H U ;  and Captain  KOTOUC ' s in -
t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  H I E N .  And we had an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  t o  
var ious  o t h e r  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  ARVN and i n  t h e  pro- 
v ince ,  d i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  l i k e .  So, we have a p r e t t y  good in -  
d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  what a c t u a l l y  went on w i t h i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  and 
t h e  subsequent  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
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When w e  went i n t o  My Lai  we  took among o t h e r  peo- 
p l e  your former i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  M I N H .  H e  w a s  on t h e  
ground and walked through t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  us.  So we were 
a b l e  t o  converse w i th  him about p l a c e s  and t h i n g s .  Before we 
g e t  on wi th  any q u e s t i o n i n g ,  I w i l l  ask Colonel  MILLER, of 
t h e  O f f i c e  of The Judge Advocate General ,  t o  p rov ide  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t o  you. 

cOL MILLER: Captain  JOHNSON, when you appeared and t e s t i f i e d  

a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 8 December 1969 you w e r e  accompanied 

by Captain W i l l i a m  C. BARNES, who r ep re sen ted  you a t  t h a t  t ime.  

I no te  t h a t  today you are accompanied by Captain  VAN LEAR. 

For t h e  r e c o r d ,  c a p t a i n ,  are you a lawyer admit ted t o  p r a c t i c e  

law? 


I C :  Y e s ,  I am. 

COL MILLER: Is Captain  VAN LEAR your a t t o r n e y  by choice  a t  
t h i s  time? 

WIT : Yes. 

COL MILLER: A t  your p r i o r  appearance you were informed t h a t  
you w e r e  n o t  suspec ted  of any o f f e n s e  which w a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and General  PEERS has  a l r e a d y  mentioned 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  which have gone on s i n c e  t h a t  
t i m e .  AS a r e s u l t  of  t h e  in format ion  now a v a i l a b l e ,  I do 
hereby inform you t h a t  you a r e  now suspec ted  of  s e v e r a l  o f fen-  
s e s  which are i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e .  I s h a l l  adv i se  you of what you a r e  suspec ted  and in -  
form you of  your r i g h t s  t o  counsel  and your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  
If you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask them. Be-
f o r e  you came i n  t h i s  morning, you were fu rn i shed  a copy of 
your p r i o r  tes t imony.  Have you and your counsel  had an oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  look over  t h a t ?  

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

I C :  Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: A t  t h i s  t ime you are suspec ted  of f a i l u r e  t o  obey 
lawful  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and inves-  
t i g a t i o n  o f  a l l e g e d  o r  suspec ted  war c r i m e s .  You a r e  a l s o  sus-
pected of t h e  o f f e n s e  of f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r d e r s .  You a r e  sus-
pected of a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y  upon a Vietnamese who was i n  your 
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temporary custody.  You are suspec ted  of d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty  
and suppress ion  of  in format ion  concerning misconduct of o t h e r s  
dur ing  t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n  on 16 ,  17 ,  18  March 1968, 
which in format ion  may have r e l a t e d  t o  grave breaches  of t h e  
Geneva Conventions of  1949 and which may have c o n s t i t u t e d  w a r  
crimes and o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  Jus -  
t ice.  These acts may have c o n s t i t u t e d  m i s p r i s i o n  of  a  fe lony  
o r  accessory  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  p o s s i b l y  both .  

Before w e  ask any ques t ions  today,  I want t o  be 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  you have expla ined  t o  'you and t h a t  you understand 
your t e s t imona l  and counse l  r i g h t s .  You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e -
main s i l e n t  and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l  concerning any 
of  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  o f  which you a r e  suspec ted  o r  any m a t t e r  
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Any s t a t emen t  you make may be used 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  
w i t h  counse l ,  and by t h a t  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer,  and t o  
have t h i s  counsel  p r e s e n t  wi th  you du r ing  t h i s  hear ing .  Coun-
sel may be one whom you have r e t a i n e d  a t  your own expense. 
You a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be fu rn i shed  a q u a l i f i e d  m i l i t a r y  
counse l ,  and I t a k e  it Captain  VAN LEAR i s  your counse l  of  
cho ice .  Do you have any d e s i r e  f o r  f u r t h e r  counse l?  

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  h i s  counse l . )  

WIT : I would l i k e ,  i f  I could ,  s i r ,  t o  r e q u e s t  add i t i on -  
a l  counsel .  I would l i k e  t o  have Captain  BARNES, who was h e r e  
dur ing  my prev ious  tes t imony,  i f  I may. 

COL MILLER: - W e  w i l l  de termine i f  he i s  reasonably a v a i l a b l e .  
E i t h e r  your appointed counse l ,  o r  t h e  counsel  o f  your  own se-
l e c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  counsel  whom you employ a t  your own 
expense may be h e r e  a t  t h e  meeting. You a l s o  have a r i g h t  t o  
c o n s u l t  wi th  him a t  any t ime and he wi th  you. Do you under- 
s t a n d  what I have s a i d  s o  f a r ?  

WIT: I a m  suspec ted  a t  t h i s  t ime of committing t h e s e  
crimes.  However, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  no charges  p l aced  a g a i n s t  
me, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

COL MILLER: A s  f a r  as w e  know t h e r e  have been no charges  
p r e f e r r e d .  

10: You must recognize  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
The purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t o  determine whether o r  n o t  
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t he  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968 w a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  whether t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  adequate ,  whether t h e  reviews o f  t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  were adequate ,  o r  whether o r  no t  t h e r e  had been 
any a t tempt  on t h e  p a r t  of anyone connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t o  suppress  in format ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  That  i s  t h e  
purpose of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

COL MILLER: Captain  JOHNSON, even i f  you do dec ide  t o  answer 
ques t ions  today ,  you have,  of  cou r se ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c l i n e  t o  
answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  concerning any p a r t i c u l a r  i n -  
c i d e n t  o r  d e c l i n e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  You 
may confer  w i th  counsel  be fo re  you make a d e c i s i o n .  Do you 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  unders tand what I have s a i d ?  

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Do you want t o  d i s c u s s  it wi th  your counsel?  

WIT : Y e s  , sir.  

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  h i s  counsel .  ) 

WIT : S i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  Captain  BARNES 
a l s o  be i nc luded  as my counsel  and r e q u e s t  t ime t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
mat te r  wi th  him. 

COL MILLER: I w i l l  t r y  t o  determine h i s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  as soon 
a s  I can. A f t e r  w e  reconvene, I w i l l  have ano the r  q u e s t i o n  
t o  ask you: whether you are w i l l i n g  t o  make any s t a t emen t ,  t o  
answer any ques t ions .  We w i l l  d e f e r  t h a t  f o r  t h e  t ime being.  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  be r eces sed  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1030 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1632 hour s ,  9 February 
1970 . )  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC 
BAUER, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Captain  Dennis F. JOHNSON. 
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(.CPT JOHNSON w a s  r e c a l l e d .  ) 

Capta in  JOHNSON, I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

RCDR : Would counse l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Capta in  JOHNSON s t a t e  
h i s  name, r ank ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t i o n  and service. 

CPT VAN LEAR: Murray M. VAN LEAR 11, Capta in ,  
F o r t  Holab i rd ,  Maryland, U.S. Army. 

CPT BARNES: W i l l i a m  C. C .  BARNES, Capta in ,  Headquar te r s ,  MDW, 
U.S. Army. 

COL MILLER: Capta in  BARNES, you w e r e  h e r e  b e f o r e ,  and you re-
ca l l  o u r  p rocedures .  D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  O r  do you, 
Cap ta in  VAN LEAR? 

CPT BARNES: N o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Before w e  r e c e s s e d ,  you r eques t ed  t h a t  you be pro-
v ided  a d d i t i o n a l  counse l .  A r e  you now s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  your 
counse l?  

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: My nex t  q u e s t i o n :  D o  you want t o  make a s tate-
ment and t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

WIT : I am p repared  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: You are aware of  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  p r i v i l e g e s ?  

WIT : Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: M r .  WEST w i l l  l e a d  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  h e r e ,  and sub- 
s equen t  t o  h i s  q u e s t i o n s  on each o f  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  o t h e r  members 
o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  may add re s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

MR WEST: Capta in  JOHNSON, w e  are n o t  going t o  t a k e  you back 
through your  e n t i r e  t e s t imony .  There are t w o  or t h r e e  matters 
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t h a t  w e  want t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o .  Some of them, p o s s i b l y ,  were 
no t  touched on be fo re .  

We t a k e  you i n i t i a l l y  t o  t h e  morning of 16 March 
1968 a f t e r  you had been l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  west  of My L a i  
( 4 )  where C/1/20 w a s  engaged i n  a combat a s s a u l t  on t h i s  lit-
t l e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, it i s  my unders tanding t h a t  you moved wi th  
Captain MEDINA' s  command group,  and i n i t i a l l y  Captain  MEDINA 
s e t  up on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  hamlet .  H i s  CP w a s  t h e r e  f o r  
q u i t e  a wh i l e ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  a c o r r e c t  s t a t emen t  of what oc-
cur red  t h e r e .  

Q. During t h i s  t i m e  and l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning, d i d  you 
observe any h e l i c o p t e r s  overhead? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q. Do you know Colonel  BARKER'S command-control s h i p  
and Colonel HENDERSON'S Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p ?  

A. Were t h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q. They were t h e r e  t h a t  morning. Did you s e e  e i t h e r  
one of them?.  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any one of  them i n  t h e  area, s i r .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e ,  as I s a i d  j u s t  a 
moment ago,  t h a t  you moved wi th  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  command group.  
Now, he had two r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  t h a t  morning, two R T O ' s ,  MURRAY, 
on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  "push, " and John PAUL on t h e  company "push. " 
Both of  t h e s e  r a d i o s  had e x t e r n a l  speakers  such t h a t  t ransmis-
s i o n s  coming i n  were be ing  heard  f o r  some d i s t a n c e .  We have 
had s e v e r a l  w i tnes ses  t o  t e l l  us of  t h e  incoming messages ove r  
t h e s e  r a d i o s .  Seve ra l  of t h e s e  messages were o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
and have been h e l p f u l  t o  us  i n  determining what happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

I wanted t o  ask you what messages of t h i s  n a t u r e  
you heard o r  r e c a l l .  For example, do you r e c a l l  any messages 
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concerning body count o r  having reference  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  
c i v i l i a n s ,  perhaps? Was t h e r e  anything t h a t  you r e c a l l  hear-
ing  t h a t  came i n  over these  r ad ios?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any messages coming i n  o r  
any messages going out  t h a t  morning t h a t  I can r e c a l l  t o  mind. 

Q Let me ask you a s p e c i f i c  ques t ion  o r  two. Did 
you hear  a message coming i n  over t h e  Task Force Barker "push" 
t e l l i n g  Captain MEDINA--and probably from Colonel BARKER, t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q And Captain MEDINA g e t t i n g  on the  r a d i o  and t e l l i n g  
h i s  platoons t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Did you hear  any t r a f f i c  a t  a l l  coming i n  over t h e  
radio?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any of the  conversat ions 
coming from the  radios  o r  being t r ansmi t t ed  from t h e  r a d i o s ,  
sir.  

Q. That i s  a l l  t h a t  I have on these  two poin ts .  Cap-
t a i n  JOHNSON when you were he re  be fo re ,  you may remember mark-
i n g  up an enlarged a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  vi-
c i n i t y  and i n d i c a t i n g  by t h e  mark on t h i s  photograph t h e  routes  
t h a t  you took through My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you re-
c a l l .  I am going t o  show you t h i s  photograph again.  This has  
been admitted i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  P-172. Do you r e c a l l  
marking t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q There is a number 1 marked on the  photograph on 
the  west edge of My Lai ( 4 )  . The time i s  0800, and t h i s  mark-
ing  s i g n i f i e s  the  l o c a t i o n  of Captain M E D I N A ' s  command pos t .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  
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Q To t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  you have a s e r i e s  
of marks i n d i c a t i n g  c e r t a i n  even t s  t h a t  took p l ace .  For 
example, you have number 7 a s  t h e  p l a c e  where you were 
l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r .  Do you recall  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q W e  have l ea rned  s i n c e  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  which 
l i f t e d  you o u t  d i d  n o t  l and  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  which is  i n d i c a t e d  
a s  being sou th  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  r a t h e r  n e a r  t h e  nor thwest  
corner .  The h e l i c o p t e r  which took you o u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  landed 
sou th  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  east of  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  l e a d s  sou th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  and connects  wi th  Highway 521 which is  over  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I n d i c a t i o n s  are t h a t - - i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
you moved eve ry th ing  over  more toward t h e  southwest  cor-
n e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  than  what a c t u a l l y  occur red .  I thought  
t h i s  might h e l p  you r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  b i t  where some o f  t h e  
t h ings  were t h a t  you s a w .  A t  p o i n t  3, you have a p l a c e  
marked where you s a w  t h e  body of t h e  c h i l d ?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  This  c h i l d  w a s  l y i n g  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  t h e  
main t r a i l  running sou th  from t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  pa th  
running a long  t h e  sou th  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  h e r e .  
You a l s o  had--and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  p o i n t  4 j u s t  below p o i n t  
3--where you s a i d  10 o r  12 bodies  were l y i n g .  Actua l ly  t h e s e  
bodies  were l y i n g  on t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  runs  sou th  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
Now I p o i n t  t h i s  o u t  because I want t o  t a k e  you through 
t h e  hamlet  a g a i n ,  and perhaps t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you r e c a l l  
a l i t t l e  more where you a c t u a l l y  went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Now, a s  I remember you tes t imony,  you moved o u t  wi th  Captain  
MEDINA when he  moved o u t .  Could you t e l l  where you went 
a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I am n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  of  my movements 
dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  of t i m e .  When I gave t h i s  tes t imony 
p rev ious ly ,  I gave it t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  
may be wrong, b u t  I c a n ' t  make any o t h e r  s t a t emen t .  

Q. Perhaps you misunderstood me. I am p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e s e  events  and 
those  which you marked on t h e  map. I was on ly  t r y i n g  t o  r e -
f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  Many wi tnes ses  have confused loca-
t i o n s  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e i r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  where they were, and 
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i f  you w i l l  j u s t  accep t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  bodies  were on 
t h e  main t r a i l  going sou th  t h a t  you s a w ,  and t h a t  t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r s  which took you o u t  landed e a s t  of t h a t  t r a i l ,  e a s t  
of where t h e  bodies  w e r e .  I thought  t h i s  might h e l p  you 
remember how you d i d  move through t h e  hamlet .  I r e a l i z e  
i t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you. We j u s t  want your b e s t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I gave my b e s t .  

Q. Le t  m e  ask you t h i s  now. Soon a f t e r  you moved 
o u t  from t h e  rice paddy, t h e r e  a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  CP l o c a t i o n ,  
d i d  you come a c r o s s  a pagoda? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a  pagoda. I n i t a l l y ,  from p o i n t  1 
a s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  map, I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  some-
t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  u s ,  and it w a s  toward the  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a  pagoda. 

Q. How f a r  d i d  you move i n t o  t h e  hamlet? I know a t  
some p o i n t  you moved down toward t h e  s o u t h ,  on t h e  sou th  
edge,  and you e v e n t u a l l y  came o u t  on t h e  sou th  edge o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Can you r e c a l l  how f a r  you went i n  b e f o r e  you 
moved down t o  t h e  sou th?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I moved d i r e c t l y  
sou th  o r  whether I moved forward and then  s o u t h ,  o r  i n  
which d i r e c t i o n  I went. 

Q. Who w a s  your i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  day wi th  you i n  
My Lai  (4)? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Sergeant  M I N H .  I t  was Sergeant  
MINH . 
Q. Sergeant  MINH s a i d  t h i s  i n  h i s  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  
c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i v i s i o n :  

"There w a s  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g  going on i n  t h e  ham- 
l e t .  Then a l l  of us s t a r t e d  moving i n t o  t h e  
hamlet .  W e  walked through t h e  wood l i n e ,  and 
when w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  hamlet  we d i d  n o t  fol low 
t h e  t r a i l .  W e  moved about 1 0 0  meters  i n t o  t h e  
hamlet ,  and I could s t i l l  hea r  t h e  f i r i n g .  We 
d i d  n o t  encounter  any r e s i s t a n c e .  I n  t h i s  
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s e c t i o n  of t h e  hamlet ,  I d i d  no t  s e e  any 
people .  However, I d i d  s e e  some hootches 
t h a t  were burned,  and then  we followed t h e  
t r a i l  through t h e  hamlet .  The company 
commander and Sergeant  PHU and L ieu tenan t  
JOHNSON and t h e  CP s e c t i o n  w e r e  w i t h  us .  
The s o l d i e r s  were moving i n  f r o n t  of  us t o  
p rov ide  s e c u r i t y .  I s a w  animals such a s  
p i g s ,  ch ickens ,  cows and wate r  b u f f a l o  t h a t  
had been k i l l e d .  I d i d  n o t  see any dead 
women and c h i l d r e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I n  t h e  
f r o n t  of u s ,  t h e  t roops  were s t i l l  f i r i n g .  
However, I d i d  no t  h e a r  any enemy f i r i n g .  
We cont inued through t h e  hamlet ,  and I no-
t i c e d  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  hootches w e r e  burned,  
and about t h i s  t i m e  I was a h a l f  hour i n  t h e  
hamlet .  And then  we came t o  a  sma l l  pagoda 
on t h i s  t r a i l ,  and I seen  some women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been s h o t  and I a l s o  seen  
some women and c h i l d r e n  s h o t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
hootches .  I seen about 1 5  o f  them." 

This  i s  a r o u t e  t h a t  you took as desc r ibed  by 
Sergeant  M I N H .  Does t h i s  h e l p  you r e c a l l  where you went 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  moving through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

I0 : Did you a t  a l l  t i m e s  s t a y  w i t h i n  s i g h t  of  
Captain M E D I N A ' s  command group? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q What d i r e c t i o n  d i d  t hey  go? Were they  ahead of 
you o r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  you o r  where w e r e  they? 

A.  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I would have g o t t e n  ahead o f  t h e  
command group. I t  j u s t  w a s  no t  a good i d e a  t o  move o u t  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  command group. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime 
where t h e  command group w a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  me. 

Q - You had known t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  went i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  on t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e  2d P la toon  went i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  on t h e  l e f t ,  and when t h e  3d P la toon  went i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  an hour  o r  s o  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  command-control group of 
Captain MEDINA followed it. 
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A. S i r ,  I d i d  n o t  know which p l a toon  went t o  t h e  
l e f t ,  o r  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  o r  how many p la toons  went i n ,  and I 
can no t  r e c a l l  which p la toon  I went i n  wi th .  

Q You s t ayed  o u t  some t ime be fo re  you went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  ; from t h e  t i m e  you landed a t  7 :40. You went i n  wi th  
t he  second l i f t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q What t i m e  d i d  they e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  approx-
imate ly ,  t h e  3d Pla toon? 

(The wi tness  made no response . )  

W e  know it had t o  be  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  9 o ' c l o c k  s o  
you were on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  f o r  some t ime.  
D o  you remember, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  an ammunition box t h a t  had 
been cap tured  t h a t  had c e r t a i n  i tems i n s i d e  which you and 
Sergeant  MINH worked on a f t e r  it had been opened? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . So t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l a p s e  of  time be fo re  you 
go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know which way I went o r  how long I 
was t h e r e  before  we moved. 

Q w e l l ,  you know you were on t h e  west  s i d e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And you know you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So you
could n o t  have gone west?  

A. May I t a l k  t o ,  counsel?  

Q - Yes. 

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

(JOHNSON) 

I don' t r e c a l l  moving through t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  sir.  
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Q I f  you were on t h e  s o u t h ,  could you s e e ,  from t h e  
south where you i n d i c a t e d ,  d i d  you s e e  a group of  c i v i l i a n s  
s t and ing  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy t h a t  were c u t  down by M-16 
and machineguns? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q You were on t h e  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  though? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I was. 

MR WEST: Captain  JOHNSON, I mentioned a pagoda a l i t t l e  
e a r l i e r .  Sergeant  MINH t a l k e d  about t h i s  pagoda. I t  was 
a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  he came t o ,  moving wi th  t h e  group and you, 
according t o  h i s  s ta tement .  H e  s ays  t h i s  w a s  about i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  hamlet  and t h a t  Captain  MEDINA s e t  up h i s  CP 
here .  That  was t h e  second t i m e ,  a f t e r  he had begun t o  move 
forward. Then he  r e l a t e s  how he l e f t  t h e r e  and went on 
down t o  t h e  southwestern  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  But he s a i d  
t h a t  you s t a y e d  t h e r e  wi th  Captain  MEDINA. And then  he 
r e l a t e s  : 

" I  t hen  went back t o  t h e  CP l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  company commander w a s .  I f i r s t  asked 
L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON why t h e  s o l d i e r s  had k i l l e d  
everybody i n  t h e  hamlet .  By t h i s  I mean i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  hamlet  where I was. I 
asked Lieu tenant  JOHNSON t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s :  Why
t h e  s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d  a l l  of  t h e  an imals ,  why 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  burned a l l  t h e  hootches ,  and why 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d  a l l  of t h e  people .  And 
L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know. 
He s a i d  t h a t  he w a s  on ly  t h e  M I  o f f i c e r . "  

Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I recal l  d i s c u s s i n g  it wi th  Sergeant  M I N H .  
However, I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q .  DO you recal l  being a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  which 
he d e s c r i b e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I t  i s  a pagoda. I t  might appear  t o  be some 
o t h e r  type  of s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  he desc r ibed  it as a pagoda, 
and i t ' s  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  Captain MEDINA se t  up h i s  CP t h e  
second t i m e  a f t e r  moving i n t o  t h e  hamlet .  

A. May I c o n s u l t  wi th  counsel?  
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Y e s .  

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. S i r ,  I f e e l  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  i n  my mind t h a t  
when I had t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Sergeant  M I N H  t h a t  it was 
down i n  t h i s  area on t h e  sou th  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. The southern  o u t s k i r t s  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Would you then descr ibe- - i f  I unders tand you, 
you d i d  s t a r t  o u t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  marked 1 on t h i s  photograph 
i n  f r o n t  of you ( E x h i b i t  P-172), and you d i d  a r r i v e  a t  some 
p o i n t  on t h e  sou thern  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  hamlet .  Can you des-
c r i b e ,  as b e s t  you can ,  how you g o t  t h e r e ?  A s  I under-
s t a n d  it, you were moving wi th  Captain  MEDINA, moving wi th  
h i s  command group. 

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I proceeded 
around t h e  sou the rn  co rne r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I cannot  r e c a l l  
f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  Captain  MEDINA w a s  wi th  m e .  

Q. Did you move by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

10: We have h e r e  a map and a e r i a l  photo which has 
been marked by Sergeant  M I N H  and has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  P-166. This i s  Sergeant  M I N H ' s  r e c o l -
l e c t i o n  a f t e r  having aga in  been on t h e  ground, of  t h e  r o u t e  
which was t aken ,  s t a r t i n g  about where you w e r e  and z i g  
zagging back and f o r t h  a c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l  and coming t o  t h e  
a r e a  of  t h e  pagoda and going down t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
bodies  w e r e  l y i n g  on t h e  road.  

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

One t h i n g  may be mis leading h e r e ,  which does 
n o t  show up on t h e  photograph,  b u t  which becomes very appar-
e n t  on t h e  ground. When you come down t h i s  t r a i l  which i s  
t h e  main t r a i l  down through t h e  v i l l a g e  and which curves 
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around, t h e r e  i s  a jog i n  t h e  t r a i l  which you can almost  
s e e  he re .  And a s  you come o u t  you are s o r t  of going t o  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  bodies  t h a t  we were r e f e r r i n g  t o  
he re  would be on t h e  t r a i l ,  roughly about 30 meters  down 
t h e  t r a i l ,  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  l y i n g  r i g h t  o u t  i n  
t h e  road.  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a s  I was 
walking down t h e  t r a i l  t h i s  j unc t ion  of  t h e  t r a i l  came i n t o  
view o f f  t o  my r i g h t ,  and I s a w  t h e  bodies  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
i f  w e  would have t r a v e l e d  t h e  r o u t e  M I N H  s a y s ,  I would have 
walked down t h a t  t r a i l  and observed them i n  f r o n t  o f  me, 
which I d i d n ' t .  They were o f f  t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. Well, what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say i s  t h a t  when you 
come i n ,  t h a t  t r a i l  t a k e s  a jog l i k e  s o  b e f o r e  it t u r n s  and 
goes t o  t h e  sou th  s o  t h a t  it could have been down t o  t h e  
south.  I ' m  n o t  say ing  t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  I can e x p l a i n  it t o  
you because t o  t h e  b e s t  of o u r  t es t imony,  a s  w e  have it r i g h t  
now, i f  you were on t h e  sou th  s i d e  down t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  
you w e r e  p r e t t y  much by your se l f  because t h e  command group 
went through t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and wound up down 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And M I N H  says  he went through and went 
down t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  I went t h e  
way I s a i d  I went. 

Q We a r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  lock  you i n  conc re t e  on 
t h i s .  W e  r e a l i z e  t h i s  w a s  a long  t ime ago, and we know 
much more about  t h i s  now than  we knew a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and 
we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g ive  y o u , a  l i t t l e  b i t  of in format ion  t h a t  
might s e r v e ,  n o t  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth o r  thoughts  i n  
your head,  b u t  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. I t e l l  you a t  t h a t  
p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  i f  you were on t h e  sou th  a t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
you were t a l k i n g  about ,  you would have been p r e t t y  lonesome 
because you would be by yourse l f  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  ou r  know- 
ledge.  

A. I c a n ' t  add anyth ing  t o  i t ,  s i r .  

Q. Now, d i d  Sergeant  MINH ask you t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
ma t t e r  w i t h  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Did you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  him about 
t a l k i n g  t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. A f t e r  you had g iven  him t h i s  exp lana t ion ,  d i d  
he t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. L e t  me r ead  you a l i t t l e  b i t  of h i s  tes t imony.  
H e  s a y s ,  and t h i s  i s  t o  M r .  MACCRATE, myself and o t h e r  peo-
p l e  i n  Chu L a i  i n  South Vietnam: 

"Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

"A. So a t  t h a t  t i m e  I went back t o  m e e t  Lieu-
t e n a n t  JOHNSON a t  t h e  schoolhouse,  and I asked 
him why t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  
people  h e r e  and burned t h e i r  houses and k i l l e d  
t h e i r  animals .  And he s a i d ,  ' I ' m  j u s t  an i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  I d o n ' t  unders tand t h i s  
a c t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n . '  So then  I m e t  t h e  com-
pany commander and I asked him t h e  same t h i n g ,  
and he t o l d  me t h a t  he had r ece ived  o r d e r s  t o  
do t h a t .  " 

Do you recall  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: I show you E x h i b i t  P-22, a photograph which 
you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  your p rev ious  tes t imony as your se l f  w i th  
your i n t e r p r e t e r  and an o l d  man. You t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h a t  
o l d  man had been i n t e r r o g a t e d  by you and Sergeant  M I N H  i n  
t h e  southwest  p o r t i o n  of My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h a t  he had t o l d  
you about t h e  VC l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  morning. You then ,  
a s  you desc r ibed  it, l e f t  him and he walked over  and s a t  
down on t h e  ground, and you never  s a w  him aga in .  Now I ' d  
l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t s  P-2, P-3, and P-4 and ask you 
i f  i n  fac t  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  o l d  man you spoke t o ?  

(Witness examines photos .  ) 

P-22 i s  t h e  photograph t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  
p rev ious ly  a s  be ing  t h e  o l d  man you i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  make any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  no, s i r ,  
by say ing  t h e  Vietnamese man p i c t u r e d  i n  22 is  t h e  same as  
t h e  Vietnamese p i c t u r e d  i n  4 ,  2 ,  and 3. 

Q - That  was no t  my ques t ion .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it 
i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  they  are n o t  t h e  same man, and I j u s t  
want t o  know i f  looking  a t  E x h i b i t s  P-2, 3 and 4 d o e s n ' t  
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  The man t h a t  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  no t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  shown i n  P-22, b u t  
r a t h e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  shown i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s  2 ,  3 ,  and 4 .  

(Witness c o n s u l t s  wi th  counse l . )  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  recognize  t h e  f i g u r e  i n  2 ,  3 ,  o r  4 .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You recognize  t h e  f i g u r e  of t h e  o l d  
man s i t t i n g  on t h e  road a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you i n t e r -
rogated a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and who you then  t e s t i f i e d  you l a s t  
saw s i t t i n g  down and you walked away from him? 

A. You want m e  t o  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  man t h a t  
I i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I want t o  know i f  that--you can 
recognize  him as t h e  man you i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

A. N O ,  sir.  I c a n ' t .  

Q.  Now a r e  you s t i l l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  photograph Ex-
h i b i t  P-22 is  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  
My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

10: When you w e r e  wi th  C/1/20. 

(Witness examines photograph. ) 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  

MR WALSH: What caused you t o  change your  mind? 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  I cannot  remember. 
I f e l t  c e r t a i n  t h i s  was him. 

Q. Why do you f e e l  d i f f e r e n t l y  now? 
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A. I must have i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h i s  man because I ' m  
s t and ing  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q. That seems very c l e a r .  Now, we're  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  man t h a t  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  when you were wi th  Cha r l i e  
Company who t o l d  you t h e  VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day, 
which you then  passed on a  r e p o r t  about.  You a l s o  s a i d  
t h a t  was t h e  only  i n d i v i d u a l  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  whi le  you were 
wi th  Cha r l i e  Company. I s n ' t  i t  a f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  n o t  
t he  i n d i v i d u a l  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  when you were w i t h  Cha r l i e  
Company, bu t  it was another  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
i s  the  one shown i n  Exh ib i t s  P-2,  3 ,  and 4 ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i q h t .  I s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  when you d i d  
i n t e r r o g a t e  t h i s  man shown i n  Exh ib i t  P-22, you w e r e  w i th  
Bravo Company somewhat l a t e r ?  And i s n ' t  it a l s o  a f a c t  
t h a t  s e r g e a n t  M I N H  and your se l f  b e a t  t h i s  man up? 

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. I d o n ' t  recognize  him. 

Q. You d o n ' t  recognize  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  recognize  him. I ' m  i n  t h e  p i c tu re - -  

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  your p rev ious  tes t imony,  you 
were asked t h e  fol lowing ques t ions  and gave t h e  fo l lowing  
answers : 

"Q. Can you l o c a t e  22 (Exh ib i t  P-22)? 

"A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

"Q. Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  d e t a i n e e s  a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

"A. I f  I r e c a l l ,  I spoke wi th  t h i s  o l d  gen t l e -  
man h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  he had a couple  of 
c h i l d r e n  with  him i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  This is a l l  
t h e  people  I r e c a l l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g . "  

You w e r e  t hen  asked t o  comment about t h e  l o c a t i o n  wi th in  
My Lai  ( 4 )  as shown on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph and then  
t h e  ques t ion ing  cont inued:  
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"Q. Captain  JOHNSON, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t he  o ld  
man t h a t  you i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  
any in format ion  from him concerning t h e  VC 
having l e f t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? I t ake  
it t h i s  w a s  be fo re  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n  
t h e  a r e a ?  Was t h a t  your impress ion t h a t  t h e  
VC had depar ted  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime of t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ?  

"A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  what t h e  o l d  man s a i d .  

"Q. When you f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  
man, what happened t o  him? 

"A. The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  has been made i n  L i f e  -
magazine, and has  been brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
by t h e  agent  from t h e  1st C I D  who i n t e r r o g a t e d  
m e  i n  t h e  matter, w a s  t h a t  when I w a s  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  him and tu rned  around,  my i n t e r p r e t e r  s h o t  
him, t h a t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team d i d  i n  f a c t  
shoo t  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  American d i d n ' t  b u t  
t h e  Vietnamese d i d .  They d i d n ' t .  My i n t e r -  
p r e t e r ,  t o  my knowledge, d i d  n o t  k i l l  anyone 
on March 16 th .  There w a s  a c e r t a i n  pe r iod  of  
t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  s epa ra t ed  from my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
b u t  n o t  f o r  any long pe r iod  of  t i m e .  Although 
it may no t  be r e l e v a n t ,  I do n o t  b e l i e v e ,  I 
p e r s o n a l l y  do no t  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  my i n t e r p r e t e r  
k i l l e d  anyone. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  wi tness  o r  
know of o r  have knowledge of my i n t e r p r e t e r  
k i l l i n g  anyone. I n  M I N H ' s  c a se  du r ing  t h e  
e n t i r e  t ime I was working wi th  him, n o t  j u s t  
t h a t  one day. ' 

" Q .  You d i d  s e e  MINH t hen  shoot  t h e  o l d  man? 

"A. NO,  s i r .  

"Q. Did you s e e  anyone shoot  a t  o r  h i t  t h e  
o l d  man? 

"A. NO,  s ir .  

"Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  o l d  man a f t e r  t h a t ?  

"A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
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t o  you now i s ,  a r e  you changing t h a t  p r i o r  tes t imony and 
i f  s o ,  i n  what r e s p e c t s ?  

(Witness confers  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. I th.ought t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  I i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  M y  Lai 1 4 ) .  And because I ' m  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e ,  it p u t s  me wi th  him, and s o  I thought  t h i s  w a s  t h e  
one. I - - t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can do,  i f  t h a t  I s  any s t a t emen t .  

Q Well a t  t h a t  t ime you h.ad no c l e a r  and s p e c i f i c  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  he  was t h e  man? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I beg your pardon? 

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  of your p rev ious  tes t imony,  you d i d  
not  have any c l e a r  o r  s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n d i -
v idua l  shown i n  t h e  Exh ib i t  P-22 was t h e  man you spoke t o  i n  
Char l ie  Company a rea?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  h e  looks a t  
l e a s t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  guy, and because I ' m  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  and 
because of t h e  t e r r a i n  around t h e  p i c t u r e ,  I t h i n k  I s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  taken i n  My Lai b u t  I w a s  n o t  ques t ioned  a s  t o  
where t h i s  was taken.  Nei ther  C I D  n o r  t h i s  board h e r e  a t  t h e  
p re sen t  t i m e  r eques t ed  t h i s  tes t imony from m e .  What can I 
add t o  i t ?  

Q. You d o n ' t  have t o  add anyth ing .  I j u s t  wanted t o  
make c l e a r  t h a t  you w e r e  n o t  c l e a r  a t  t h e  t ime you gave t h e  
previous tes t imony t h a t  t h a t  was i n  f a c t ,  t h e  man you thought  
you saw. I t a k e  i t  t h a t  you now do n o t  recognize  t h e  i nd i -
v idua l  shown i n  Exh ib i t s  2, '  3 and 4 as anyone you i n t e r r o g a t e d  
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it is .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h a t  
man looked l i k e  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

MR -MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t ,  c a p t a i n  J O H N S O N ,  
when Sergeant  PHU l e d  a man o u t  of t h e  house and subsequent ly  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  him, poss ib ly  wi th  Sergeant  N I N H  i n  your presence? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Sergeant  PHU l e a d i n g  
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the man o u t ,  and t h e r e  being a  photographer s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  
and snapping a  p i c t u r e  as he  l e d  him o u t  of  t h e  house? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Captain  JOHNSON, when you went on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
how many days d i d  you expect  t o  be gone? 

A. Well ,  I could never  be  su re .  It  w a s n ' t  s p e c i f i e d  
how many days I ' d  be gone. Usua l ly ,  I would have some ind ica -
t i o n  i f  it was t o  be  a long ope ra t ion .  However, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  change i n  s i g -  
n a l s  he re  t h a t  you were being brought  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  e a r l i e r  
than you 'd  expected t o  be  brought  back? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. L e t  me read  you another  p o r t i o n  of Sergeant  M I N H ' s  
test imony : 

"Q.  When you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e  what d i d  
you do then?  

"A. I would l i k e  t o  exp la in  another  t h i n g  f i r s t .  
Before we depar ted  f o r  LZ D o t t i e ,  w e  r ece ived  in -  
s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  we would be  prepared t o  go o u t  
4 days ,  b u t  we only s t a y e d  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  day and 
t h a t  's a l l .  That  a f te rnoon  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e .  I was very s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  number of 
Vietnamese people  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  hamlet .  That a f te rnoon  one more 
t i m e  I d i scussed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wi th  L ieu tenan t  
JOHNSON. When we r e tu rned  t h e r e  I went i n  t o  
t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER and Major CALHOUN about 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I was a f r a i d  t h a t  t hey  would 
no t  l e t  me r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  them, s o  t h e n  I 
t r i e d  t o  encourage Lieu tenant  JOHNSON t o  r e -
p o r t  t o  them. He t o l d  me t h a t  he would t a k e  
c a r e  of it, t h a t  he  would r e p o r t ,  and f o r  me 
n o t  t o  worry about it. So w e  remained i n  LZ 
D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  4 days. 

"a. You d i d  no t  go back t o  Duc Pho, LZ Bronco, 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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"A. No, s i r ,  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  and t h e  f o u r t h  
day only then  d i d  w e  go back t o  Bronco. I 
was by Lieu tenant  J O H N S O N ' S  s i d e  a l l  t h a t  
t ime,  and we d i d n ' t  l e a v e  u n t i l  t h e  f o u r t h  
day. " 

Now do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such conversa t ion  w i t h  
Sergeant  M I N H ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and of h i s  d e s i r e  
t o  have t h i s  m a t t e r  r e p o r t e d  and your r ea s su rance  t o  him 
t h a t  you would r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you, i n  f a c t ,  e v e r  make a r e p o r t  of anything 
you observed i n  t h e  course  of t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

(Witness confers  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. Is t h a t  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o r  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

Q E i t h e r  o r a l  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  making a r e p o r t .  I n  a l l  t h e  
ope ra t ions  t h a t  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
ever  making a r e p o r t .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  c l a r i f y  t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  
That i s  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  d i r e c t l y  o r  t o  t h e  b r igade  
d i r e c t l y .  I t  w a s n ' t  a requirement .  I - - there  was j u s t  no 
r epo r t .  My primary purpose was t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  in format ion  
der ived  from t a c t i c a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t o  t h e  commander t h a t  I 
was suppor t ing  o r  t h a t  I was a t t a c h e d  t o  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  op-
e r a t i o n .  

9 - I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  your i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  whether you made any r e p o r t  t o  e i t h e r  Major 
CALHOUN o r  Colonel  BARKER a s  t o  what you had observed t h a t  
day whi le  you were on t h i s  ope ra t ion  wi th  t h e  u n i t s  of  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making any r e p o r t s ,  sir .  
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Again, Sergeant  M I N H :  

"Q. Did L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON eve r  r e p o r t  t o  Major 
CALHOUN o r  Colonel BARKER? 

"A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  he d i d ,  bu t  I was ob-
l i g a t e d  n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  about it because he 
t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  worry about it. 

"Q. Did L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON t e l l  you t h a t  he had 
r e p o r t e d  t h i s  o r  had you heard from anybody t h a t  
had r e p o r t e d  i t ?  

"A. I r e t u r n e d  4 days la ter .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  
LZ Bronco, Duc Pho. I d i d n ' t  mention it t o  him 
aga in  u n t i l  we r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho. When we were 
en r o u t e  t o  Duc Pho, one more t ime I suggested 
t h a t  he r e p o r t  it t o  Captain LABRIOLA and one more 
t i m e  he t o l d  m e  no t  t o  worry about it, t h a t ' s  h i s  
bus ines s .  " 

Do you eve r  r e c a l l  on t h e  f l i g h t  back t o  LZ Bronco any such 
conversa t ion  wi th  Sergeant  MINH? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you make any r e p o r t  t o  Captain LABRIOLA as  
t o  what had t r a n s p i r e d  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  making any r e p o r t  t o  him, s ir .  

Q. You recall  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y
w i t h i n  t h i s  same few days w e ' r e  speaking about ,  be ing  down 
a t  what i s  desc r ibed  t o  us a s  t h e  e a t i n g  f a c i l i t y  a t  Binh 
Son D i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  presence  of a sma l l  group of people ,  
i nc lud ing  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  of Binh Son D i s t r i c t  and 
t h e  S5 of t h e  4/3, and hea r ing  a conversa t ion  which you 
subsequent ly  r e p o r t e d  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what l o c a t i o n  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q. You r e c a l l  t h a t  LZ Do t t i e  is very c l o s e  t o  High- 
way 1. Down on t h e  road below LZ D o t t i e  t h e r e  w a s  a d i s t r i c t  
headquar te rs .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A. Below LZ Do t t i e?  

Q. Y e s .  On Highway 1. 

A. Was t h i s  back a t  Quang Ngai, s i r ?  

Q. NO, I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about Quang Ngai. I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about up i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  no r th  of Son Tinh,  Binh Son, 
and r i g h t  down on Highway 1, n o t  f a r  from LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  headquar te rs  t h e r e .  

A. Could it be n o r t h  of LZ Do t t i e?  

Q. Well,  I t h i n k  it i s  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  nor th  
of LZ Do t t i e?  

A. 20  k i l ome te r s?  

Q - I wouldn ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  headquar te rs  would 
be t h a t  f a r ,  b u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i s  important  
t o  t h i s .  But what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  t h i n k  back t o  
is a d i s c u s s i o n  you had a t  a m e a l  wi th  a group of adv i so r s  
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  4/3. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Do you remember where t h e  4/3 was o p e r a t i n g  a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. They were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  highway, I be-
l i e v e .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of Highway 1 you had 
the  4/3, and on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Highway 1 you had Task 
Force Barker. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  S5 of t h e  4/3? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q. Have you heard of t h e  name of Captain GOUZOULES? 

A. I guess so .  
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Q Do you remember Captain  GOUZOULES? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q Do you remember having a meal wi th  him a t  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar te rs  i n  t h e  presence of some o t h e r s  and 
h i s  making a remark about Task Force Barker k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  even remember having a meal wi th  him. 

Q We have a number of people  who have t o l d  us about 
t h i s  p o i n t .  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of l e a v i n g  t h a t  luncheon 
and going back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  ma t t e r ?  You 
have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  about it a t  a l l ?  

A. What d i d  I a l l e g e d l y  r e p o r t ?  

Q Well, I ' m  ask ing  you your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what you 
d i d  . r e p o r t ?  

A. Well,  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of i t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
remember s i t t i n g  down wi th  t h e  55 t o  a meal a t  any t ime,  any-
where. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having a d i scus s ion  
wi th  him followed by your going back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and t a l k i n g  
t o  Major CALHOUN? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q That  t h e r e a f t e r  Major CALHOUN, based upon what you 
t o l d  him, s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  want t h i s  man t o  come t o  LZ 
Do t t i e?  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you deny t h a t  it e v e r  happened? 

(Witness con fe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 
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A.  I j u s t  cannot r e c a l l .  


Q *  D o  you know a Major MCANAW? 


A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  


Q- The S 3  a i r  of t h e  4/3? 


A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I know him. 

Q. Do you know Captain WADSWORTH, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S5 of 
t he  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I recall t h e  name. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  speaking wi th  him down a t  Duc Pho? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I had spoken with  him. 

Q. Do you remember a Major HOLCK, t h e  S3 of t h e  4/3? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  Captain GOUZOULES cha l l eng ing  your 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of h i s  remarks? 

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any conversa t ion  wi th  
Major C U H O U N  about what Captain GOUZOULES w a s  say ing  about 
Task Force Barker k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  a r e p o r t  by you 
l e d  t o  Major CALHOUN t e l l i n g  Captain GOUZOULES t h a t  he  
w a s  persona non g r a t a  on LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. To s t a y  away from LZ Do t t i e?  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q Your mind's  j u s t  a b lank  on a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about i t ,  sir .  

10:  L e t ' s  see i f  I c a n ' t  r e f r e s h  him j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
I w i l l  read you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  from t h e  tes t imony of  Captain 
GOUZOULES : 

"A.  I w a s  a t  Binh Son headquar te rs  one day a t  t h e  
d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  they have. 

"Q. what time? I wish you'd speak a l i t t l e  l oude r  
because n o t  only are yon t a l k i n g  f o r  my bene f i t - -
and i n c i d e n t a l l y  I am a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  deaf s ide--
b u t  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  down. 

"A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I w a s  a t  t h e i r  d i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  
i f  you c a l l  it  t h a t ,  and i n  t h e r e  w a s  a group of 
people  from Task Force Barker:  I b e l i e v e  t h e  S2, 
Sergeant  WARREN, and one o t h e r  person;  t h e r e  were 
some people from t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory team present- -
I c a n ' t  remember t h e i r  names--myself; and my 
a s s i s t a n t ,  who was k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

"Q. Now would t h a t  have inc luded  Capta in  KOTOUC, 
t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker? 

"A. No, s i r .  H e  wasn' t a Captain .  H e  was a 
L ieu tenan t ,  a s h o r t  s tocky  l i e u t e n a n t ,  an M I  o f f i c e r .  
He took over  from Captain  KOTOUC. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  
h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

"Q. Could it have been JOHNSON who was from t h e  52d 
?I1 Detachment a t  Duc Pho? 

"A. He was ass igned  t o  t h e  52d M I  Detachment. I 
d o n ' t  know h i s  name. I c a n ' t  remember." 

G e t  r e  photos 1 0 ,  2 1 ,  and 2 2 .  

(Recorder hands I 0  Exh ib i t s  P-10, P-21, and P-22 and 
I0  shows them t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 
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These t h r e e  photos  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  Cap ta in  GOUZOULES. 

"Q. And I would ask  i f  you r ecogn i ze  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

P o i n t i n g  t o  you i n  t h e  photo .  The answer was: 

"A. They ' r e  a l l  t h e  same person .  H e  i s  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l .  

"Q. H e  was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

"Q. Th is  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, of  t h e  52d M I .  

"A. There was a d i s c u s s i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t r e a t m e n t  of V ie t -
namese. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what was s a i d  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I made a  v a l u e  judgment which I b e l i e v e  
w a s  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  by L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON who passed  
i t  on subsequen t ly  t o  Major CALHOUN. 

"Q. You made a judgment? 

"A. I made a va lue  judgment. Th i s  was--I o f t e n  
f e l t  t h i s  was m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  by L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON 
who r e p o r t e d  it a s  such t o  Major CALHOUN who became, 
I t h i n k ,  u n j u s t l y  i ncensed  a t  what he  hea rd .  And 
I r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l ,  o r  I was i n f ~ r m e dby Major 
MCANAW, t h a t  he  no l o n g e r  wanted t o  s e e  m e  i n  Task 
Force  B a r k e r ' s  a r e a .  Major CALHOUN and I l a t e r  
t a l k e d  abou t  i t , a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I t h i n k  t h i n g s  w e r e  
smoothed o v e r ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was an i n -
c i d e n t  between Major CALHOUN and myse l f ,  and it 
d i d  r e g a r d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  of  what I i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  
one pe r son  by Task Force  Barker .  L a t e r  on, a 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  who worked i n  CORDS i n  Quang 
Ngai t o l d  m e  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  had been k i l l e d  by 
Task Force  Barker .  " 

And it con t i nues  on. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  judgment t h a t  he i s  speak ing  of  
h e r e ,  s i r .  Nor do I r e c a l l  spealcing t o  him abou t  t h e  m a t t e r .  

MR WEST: Cap ta in  JOHNSON, you w e r e  i n  and around t h e  My La i  (4) 
a r e a  on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968, I t h i n k  from approx imate ly  
7:45 u n t i l  10:45,  something l i k e  t h a t .  Is t h a t  abou t  r i g h t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You were l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  and I th ink  you 
went t o  Bravo Company a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q While you were i n  and around t h e  My Lai  (4)  a r e a ,  
how many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  d i d  you s e e  k i l l e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  w i tnes s  anyone k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q How many dead Vietnamese people d i d  you s e e  i n  and 
around My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I t h i n k  my prev ious  tes t imony s a i d  I saw between 1 2  
and 1 4 ,  and t h a t  was j u s t  an e s t i m a t e  of a group t h a t  I saw 
a longs ide  t h e  t r a i l ,  p lu s  t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  was on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q These were t h e  only  dead Vietnamese people  you 
s a w  i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s .  The only  dead people  t h a t  I saw t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day when you were 
down wi th  Bravo Company, were you wi th  some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
who w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some VC suspec t s?  

A. I-w a s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  VC s u s p e c t s ? ,  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I 
Q. Did you observe t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
the  VC suspec t s?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q Who e l s e  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  time? What c t h e r  American 
o f f i c e r s  were t h e r e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  Captain  J E D I N A  was t h e r e  and I f e e l  f a i r l y  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  Captain  KOTOUC was t h e r e .  Captain  MICHLES, I be-
l i e v e ,  was t h e r e ,  b u t  he l e f t ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when he de-
pa r t ed  t h e  a r e a .  Whether he w a s !  there--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  r i g h t .  Can you t e l l  us what 
t r a n s p i r e d  du r ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  overhear ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  s i r .  

42- Well, where were you? 

A.  I was about ,  I e s t i m a t e ,  about 20  o r  30 meters away, 
a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away, from t h e  a r e a  where t h e  conversa t ion  
was t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

Q Where was Sergeant  MINH? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s  e i t h e r  wi th  me o r  he  had r e t u r n e d  
t o  Company B area. 

Q. But y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  Company B a r e a .  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was i n  Company C a r e a .  

Q. When you l e f t  C h a r l i e  Company a t  My Lai ( 4 )  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  where d i d  you go? 

A.  I went t o  B Company, sir., 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I j u s t  asked you i f  wh i l e  you w e r e  t h e r e  
wi th  B Company, d i d  you observe  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  
any VC s u s p e c t s ?  Now t h i s ,  i s  t h e  a r e a  where Bravo Company and 
Cha r l i e  Company l aage red  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  t o g e t h e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  
a f te rnoon .  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  some confusion on t h i s  p o i n t ,  sir.  
I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where i n  t h i s  tes t imony t h a t  t h i s  sub-
j e c t  a rose  p rev ious ly .  However, I am c e r t a i n  w e  were i n  C Com-
pany a rea .  I was wi th  B Company p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. You w e r e  t a l k i n g  about C Company's p a r t  of  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e  a?  
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A. On occasion I had requested permission t o  go i n ,  and 
t h a t  permission had been granted.  

Q - I d i d n ' t  ask you t h a t  ques t ion .  I asked you i f  you
had permission t o  leave  t h e  f i e l d .  

A. I d i d  n o t  j u s t  pick up and leave ,  s ir ,  o r  d i d  n o t  
j u s t  pick up and leave  without  permission. 

Q- W e l l  who gave you t h e  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A.  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  sir,  I cannot r e c a l l .  
Permission had been granted  i n  t h e  p a s t  by LZ D o t t i e  i f  they 
wanted me back t h e r e ,  o r  by t h e  commander i f  he wanted t o  re-
l ease  me t o  go back. But on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occasion,  I cannot 
remember. I th ink  I went ou t  of Bravo's Company l a a g e r ,  s o  
t h a t  would be Captain MICHLES. I would have been with him a t  
t h a t  time. 

Q. Whose d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you work under when you were 
at tached t o  Task Force Barker? 

I w a s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  5 2 .  
1 

I0. Did he give you a u t h o r i t y  t o  leave  t h e  f i e l d ?  
1 

A. When I was a t  b a t t a l i o n .  However, whenever I was 
out on an opera t ion ,  I w a s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  commander 
t h a t  I was working fo r .  

Q- That would be Captain MICHLES. Did he t e l l  you 
t o  leave? 

A. I cannot r e c a l l  who author ized  me t o  g e t  on t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r  and come i n .  

Q. The reason I b r i n g  t h i s  ou t  i s  t h e r e  were numerous 
pr i soners  and de ta inees  t o  be i n t e r r o g a t e d  and, as a ma t t e r  of 
f a c t  even l a t e r  on t h a t  evening Sergeant PHU had t o  be u t i l i z e d  
to i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  Bravo Company. They moved by 
he l i cop te r .  So t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l a r g e  requirement f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  wi th  t h e  number of de ta inees  which they had, 
and t h i s  s e e m s  q u i t e  unusual t o  me a t  a time l i k e  t h i s  
t o  leave t h e  f i e l d .  
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A. S i r ,  I would n o t  have l e f t  i n  any c i rcumstances  
wi thout  permiss ion.  

Q W e l l ,  you t e l l  me who t o l d  you t o  l e a v e  then .  

A. S i r ,  I cannot  recall  who gave me permiss ion  t o  
l eave .  But, because I went o u t  of B Company, I would assume 
t h a t  Captain  MICHLES gave m e  t h e  permiss ion t o  l eave .  

Q - W e l l ,  you i n i t i a l l y  went o u t  w i th  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And t h e n  you w e r e  w i th  Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you w e r e  r i g h t  t h e r e  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
you r e p o r t  t o  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  who w a s  Capta in  KOTOUC. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I t  seems unreasonable  t o  me t h a t  under t h o s e  cir-
cumstances t h a t  you 'd  go t o  Captain  MICHLES and ask him when 
your s u p e r v i s o r ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o .  

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  who gave m e  permiss ion  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  f i e l d .  

Q = Now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  you r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  you went t o  Bronco? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I s t a t e d  t h a t  I went t o  LZ Bronco 
e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  fo l lowing  morning, sir. 

Q. W e  have tes t imony a l s o  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  you
remained a t  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  3 days t o  cont inue  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
of PW's and d e t a i n e e s .  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  I r e t u r n e d  
t o  LZ Bronco. 
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a - A l l  r i q h t .  Now when you q o t  back t o  Taslc  Force 
~ a r k e r ,d i d  you r e p o r t  t h e  dead c i v i l i a n s  which you had ob-
se rved  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. During t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I had presumed 
t h a t  t h o s e  peop l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  because  t h e r e  was a w a r  go ing  
on,  and a r t i l l e r y  was coming i n ,  and t h e  qunshiws were working 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Iz Did you see t h e  a r t i l l e r y  coming i n ?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see a r t i l l e r y  coming i n ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  any gunships  working t h a t  a r e a  
ove r ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W a s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  where you saw t h e  bod i e s?  

A. No, s i r .  But I presumed t h a t  t h e y  had been k i l l ed - . -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How c l o s e  d i d  you s t a y  w i t h  M I N H  d u r i n g  
t h e  t i m e  you went  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  P a r t  of t h e  t ime  we were t o g e t h e r  and p a r t  o f  t h e  
t ime w e  w e r e  n o t  t o g e t h e r .  And I can ' t r e c a l l  any th ing  more 
s p e c i f i c  t h a n  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  myself  w i t h  M I N H  o t h e r  t h a n  
i n  t h e  photographs  t h a t  I have a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d .  

(2. S e r g e a n t  MINI3  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  saw a t  l e a s t  2 5  
t o  30 b o d i e s ;  1 5  and 20 h e r e  and 15  and 20  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s ,  
b u t  a t  l e a s t  2 5  o r  30.  

A .  I can on ly  r e s t a t e  what I have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  s i r ,  
a s  t o  what I saw. 

Q When you r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ Bronco, d i d  you r e p o r t  any-
t h i n g  t o  any af your  s u p e r i o r s ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir .  

Q- You never  t a l k e d  t o  Captain  LABRIOLA about  t h e  pos-
s i b l e  k i l l i n g  of t h e s e  PW's o r  what you saw i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. S i r ,  I may have s a i d  something t o  him, b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q No, I 'm n o t  a sk ing  you whether you may have. I 'm 
a sk ing  you whether you d i d  o r  no t?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I cannot  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Captain  
LABRIOLA about  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  t h a t  day. 

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of  t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n  Se rgean t  M I N H  complained t o  you about  what he observed.  
Did you eves  r e p o r t  t h e s e  complaints  of Se rgean t  M I N H  t o  any 
o t h e r  American o f f i c e r ?  

A. Se rgean t  M I N H  spoke t o  m e  on one occas ion  wh i l e  w e  
were s t i l l  a t  My La i ,  and I do n o t  r e c a l l  r e p o r t i n g  what he  
s a i d  t o  m e  t o  anyone. '2 

i 
Q I t  j u s t  s topped  w i t h  you? 

I 

A. 
I 

I t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  a cut-and-dr ied s i t u a t i o n .  H e  was I 
s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were people  k i l l e d ,  and I saw 10 o r  12  bod-
ies myself ,  b u t  I had no i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  any k ind  of mas-
s a c r e  t h a t  w a s  occu r r ing .  I t  d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be  s o  t o  m e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. H e  was a t e r r i b l y  u p s e t  man, was he n o t ?  

A. H e  was u p s e t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  I wouldn ' t  s ay  t e r r i b l y  
upse t .  

Q - You j u s t  a c t e d  a s  t h e  p l a c e  where i t  s topped? You 
never  took whatever  he had s a i d  t o  you on t o  anyone e l s e ?  

A. The body count  of t h i s  a c t i o n  was r e p o r t e d .  There  
were no s p e c i f i c s  t o  what Se rgean t  M I N H  gave me, t h a t  is ,  there'di 
100, t h e r e ' s  200, t h e r e ' s  500. I t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  what I thought 
was a f i r e f i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  I f e l t - - t h e r e  was no th ing  mare s a i d  
about  it t h a t  I can r e c a l l  w i t h  Se rgean t  M I N H .  
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Q- Capta in  JOHNSON, you say  t h e  body count  was re-
po r t ed .  What do you know about  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  body 
count? 

A. I' d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  body count  was r e p o r t e d .  I 
was jus t - -

0- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  you knew 
it was. 

A. May I r e s t a t e  t h a t ?  I would assume t h a t  t h e  body 
count  would have been r e p o r t e d  because  t h i s  was a normal func-
t i o n  of t h e  commander who was on t h e  ground. H e  would r e p o r t  
this t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S2 o r  t h e  S3 would, i n  
t u r n ,  r e p o r t  t h i s  back t o  b r i g a d e .  

Q Did you eve'r see a body count  of Task Force  Barker  
t h a t  e v e r  i nc luded  any c i v i l i a n s ?  

a.  Not that I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

0* So t h a t  any body count  t h a t  you knew about  d i d n ' t  
i hc lude  the bod ie s  t h a t  you had observed a s  hav ing  been k i l l e d ?  

I 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  S i r ,  t hey  may have been i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  body count ,  b u t  a s  c i v i l i a n  body count ,  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
I never  saw any th ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

10: W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  I f  you do r e c a l l  
any th ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  t h e  purpose  of t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  b r i n g  o u t  h e r e  today ,  w e  w i l l  ap-
p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch  w i t h  us s o  t h a t  w e  can t a k e  ad-
vantage of t h a t  i n fo rma t ion .  Before  w e  recess, I would l i k e  t o  
aga in  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  you have been i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  you w i l l  
n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony  h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  any i n -
d i v i d u a l s  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  group a s  w i t n e s s e s ,  e x c e p t  
a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  an  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  b e f o r e  
competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod i e s .  I 
t h ink  you know a l r e a d y  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee would 
be t h e  most l i k e l y  one t o  c a l l  you. I t h i n k  you have a l r e a d y  ap-
peared t h e r e ,  have you n o t ?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q .  I f  t hey  c a l l  you t o  appear  o r  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h a t  
body o r  any such l e g i s l a t i v e  body your  p r e sence  h e r e  and your  
t es t imony  h e r e  would i n  no way p rec lude  your  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  
such a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. One q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  How about  CID? I have tes t i -
f i e d  f o r  t h e  C I D .  Is t h a t  a l l  r i g h t ?  

Q. You have what? 

A. T e s t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  C I D .  

Q Y e s .  I ' d  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  a s  a j u d i c i a l  i n q u i r y .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Could I have one moment t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  
counse l  b e f o r e  w e  c l o s e ?  

10: Su re ly .  

(Witness  c o n f e r s  w i t h  counse l . )  

Thank you. s i r .  

10: T h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  r ece s sed .  

' (The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1807 h o u r s ,  9 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KESHEL, Donald J .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 9  January 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S5, 11 th  Brigade.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

KESHEL prepared  a l e s son  p l a n  i n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
which he gave t o  every company-size u n i t  i n  t h e  b r igade  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  These classes w e r e  g iven  i n  September o r  
October of 1967 (pg. 1 5 ) .  The i n s t r u c t i o n  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
handling of c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  s o l d i e r - c i v i l i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  The d i v i s i o n  and b r i g a d e  p o l i c y  was a g a i n s t  
t he  d e s t r u c t i o n  of hootches (pg. 46 ) .  No permanent o r  
semi-permanent b u i l d i n g  could be  des t royed  wi thou t  t h e  
p r i o r  approva l  o f  t h e  CG o r  one d t h e  A D C ' s  (pg.  46 ) .  
I t  was b r i g a d e  p o l i c y  t o  p r o t e c t  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 50) . 
2 .  KESHEL'S ACTIVITIES ON 1 6  MARCH. 

a .  A t  t h e  TOC. 

The wi tnes s  f i r s t  heard about  t h e  My ~ a i  o p e r a t i o n  
when he walked over  t o  t h e  TOC a t  approximately 1000 on 
1 6  March (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  There were no PSYOPS d i r e c t l y  i n  
Support of t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  and he  had n o t  been t o l d  
t o  p u t  l e a f l e t s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  1 0 , 1 1 1 .  
However, l e a f l e t s  had been dropped over t h e  a r e a  a t  va r ious  
times encouraging Vietnamese t o  move t o  t h e  ARVN a r e a  
( ~ g .  1 2 ) .  H e  had no i d e a  why Task Force Barker i s s u e d  no 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  handl ing  of r e fugees  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
There was a l o t  of exci tement  i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  16 th  and a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of r a d i o  t r a f f i c  (pg. 4 ) .  The only  t r ansmis s ion  he  
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  remembered was a r e p o r t  t h a t  one of t h e  u n i t s  
had overrun a mortar  p o s i t i o n .  his was l a t e r  found o u t  
t o  be  a  cap tu re  of n i n e  mor ta r  rounds i n s t e a d  of t h e  over-
running of  a  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  A s  b e s t  he  could r e c a l l  t h e  
body count  was 89 when he l e f t  t h e  TOC (pg. 4 ) .  The only  
person he  remembered see ing  i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  day was Captain  
James HENDERSON (pgs. 5,  33) . 

b.  A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

While KESHEL thought he a t t ended  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on the evening o f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  s a i d  t h e r e  
which he remembered (pgs.  5 ,  6) . He d i d  n o t  hea r  t h a t  
69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  du r ing  t h e  ope ra t ion  
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  TOC dur ing  t h e  day,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  
evening,  o r  i n  t a l k  arourid headquar te rs  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  The 
only t h i n g  h e  could r e c a l l  be ing  d i scussed  w a s  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  
i n  t h e  body count  t o  weapons r a t i o  (pg. 7)  . However, no 
one from Task Force Barker was asked about  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  
(pg. 7) 

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a .  Genera l ly .  

He d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  a l a r g e  number o f  
r eques t s  f o r  so l a t i um payments between t h e  middle and t h e  
end of March 1968 (pg. 1 5 ) .  Although he  v i s i t e d  Duc Pho 
almost  d a i l y ,  he  never r ece ived  t h e  impress ion t h a t  some-
t h i n g  unusual  had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  March 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  had never be fo re  seen e i t h e r  t h e  VC 
propaganda l e a f l e t  a t t a c h e d  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
( ~ x h i b i tR - 1 )  o r  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  d a t e d  28 March 
( ~ x h i b i tM-35) (pgs . 17,  18) . He never saw any propaganda 
which was s p e c i f i c  as t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t t a c k e d  and t h e  
number of  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He heard  of no r e p o r t  
coming from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Chief t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief t h a t  unusual  even t s  took p l a c e  i n  My ~ a ion 16 March 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  knew nothing of a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  ch i e f  making a s i m i l a r  a l l e g a t i o n  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He never saw RODRIGUEZ1 s t a t emen t  ( ~ x h i b i tM-30) 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  was never g iven  a s p e c i f i c  o r d e r  t o  p l a n  and 
d i r e c t  a psychologica l  campaign i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
He never saw any of t h e  p i c t u r e s  t aken  by t h e  PI0  s e c t i o n  
du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pq.  2 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  e i t h e r  L ieu tenant  JOHNSON o r  Captain  
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LABRIOLA (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  w a s  unaware t h a t  C Company r e p o r t e d  
k i l l i n g  20-30 c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 45 ) .  He.knew 
nothing about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and was never asked t o  make 
a s t a t emen t  about  t h e  My ~ a i  (pg. 4 6 ) .  i n c i d e n t  

b. Discuss ion wi th  ANISTRANSKI. 

On e i t h e r  t h e  weekend of  22-23 March o r  29-30 
March t h e  w i tnes s  v i s i t e d  Lieu tenant  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI, 
t h e  G 5  (pg. 2 2 ) .  ANISTRANSKI s a i d  t h a t  Task Force  Barker 
and t h e  11 th  Brigade were i n  b i g  t r o u b l e  because of some-
t h i n g  t h a t  had happened i n  t h e  Task Force Barker a r e a  
(pg. 2 2 ) .  ANISTRANSKI s a i d ,  "They (Quang Ngai) a r e  r e a l l y  
up i n  t h e  a i r  about  t h i s  and they a r e  having an i n q u i r y ,  
they want t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bottom of  what eve r  happened i n  
t h e  Barker a r e a "  (pg.  23) . ANISTRANSKI d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  
t h e  names, d a t e s ,  o r  p l a c e s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  which he  
r e f e r r e d  (pg. 23 ) .  KESHEL thought t h a t  t h e  persons  u p s e t  
about  t h i s  of whom ANISTRANSKI spoke were ~ i e t n a m e s e  
o f f i c i a l s  (pg. 38 ) .  I n  response  t o  KESHEL's q u e s t i o n  of 
what had happened ANISTRANSKI tapped a wh i t e  f o l d e r  on h i s  
desk and s a i d :  "Don' t  worry about  i t ,  I ' v e  g o t  it a l l  he re"  
(pg. 22 ) .  KESHEL asked i f  he  could r ead  t h e  f i l e ,  b u t  
ANISTRANSKI answered "Don't  worry about  it, i t ' s  being 
taken c a r e  o f "  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  no t  p r e s s  t h e  
i s s u e  (pg.  22) . ANISTRANSKI d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  what was i n  
t h e  f o l d e r  (pg. 23 ) .  This i n c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  a rouse  KESHEL's 
c u r i o s i t y  because it was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of ANISTRANSKI t o  
t a l k  i n  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  and KESHEL never knew whether 
ANISTRANSKI was joking o r  deadly s e r i o u s  (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  M is 
working r e J a t i o n s h i p  wi th  ANISTKANSKI was g e n e r a l l y  good 
(pg. 29 ) .  KESHEL d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  HENDERSON o r  o t h e r  members 
of t h e  s t a f f  about  t h i s  b,ecause he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  ANISTRANSKI 
had anyth ing  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  and because ANISTRANSKI s a i d  
"Don't  worry about  i t "  (pgs.  24, 25, 3 9 ) .  He never heard  
any more from ANISTRANSKI about  it (pg. 4 0 ) .  H e  never 
mentioned t h i s  t o  anyone o t h e r  than  BARKER (pg. 3 7 ) .  

c.  Conversat ion overheard by KESHEL. 

While a t  t h e  c lub  a t  Duc Pho KESHEL overheard a 
conversa t ion  among p i l o t s  concerning another  p i l o t  who had 
been f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  of  Task Force Barker.  The p i l o t  of 
whom t h e  o t h e r s  spoke had s t a t e d  t h a t  ~ r n e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  
had s h o t  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Barker a r e a  (pgs.  26, .  2 7 ) .  He 
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d i d  n o t  a sk  t h e  p i l o t s  t o  e x p l a i n  what they  were say ing  
(pg. 27) .  He heard  t h i s  p r i o r  t o  h i s  conve r sa t ion  wi th  
ANISTRANSKI, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  t e l l  ANISTRANSKI about  it 
(pg. 27 ) .  

d. Conversat ion wi th  BARKER. 

A f t e r  BARKER took over  a s  b r igade  XO KESHEL, 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  conversa t ion  wi th  ANISTRANSKI, asked i f  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  wh i l e  BARKER was CO 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  BARKER s a i d  h e  had no knowledge of such an  
occurrence (pg. 3 0 ) .  While KESHEL d i d  no t  t e l l  BARKER 
what he  had overheard a t  t h e  club, he  d i d  r e l a t e  what 
ANISTRANSKI had s a i d  (pg. 3 1 ) .  BARKER s a i d  something l i k e ,  
"The man's c razy"  (pg. 31 ) .  This conversa t ion  took p l a c e  
f i v e  t o  s i x  weeks a f t e r  KESHEL'S t a l k  w i th  ANISTRANSKI 
(pg. 4 0 )  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Conversat ions  about  i n c i d e n t .  

KESHEL has  spoken wi th  no one about  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it became a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 
(pg. 3)  

b.  Working r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Task Force  Barker .  

KESHEL mainta ined a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  Task Force Barker and w a s  a good f r i e n d  of t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ' s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  (pg. 8 )  . 

c .  Dut ies  a s  S5. 

KESHEL was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  psychologica l  
ope ra t ions  and c i v i l  a f f a i r s  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  b r igade  
(pg. 9 ) .  He advised  t h e  commander on t h e s e  t o p i c s  and 
c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  programs e s t a b l i s h e d  by h igher  headquar te rs  
(pg. 9 ) .  S p e c i a l  emphasis was p laced  on PSYOPS (pg. 9 ) .  
The PSYOPS o p e r a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e d  mainly of l e a f l e t  drops and 
a e r i a l  loudspeaker b roadcas t s  (pg. 11). He was f u r t h e r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  A0 (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 )  . He s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
t i m e  c a r i n g  f o r  re fugees  and he lp ing  t o  main ta in  r e fugee  
camps (pg. 1 0 ) .  The c i v i l  a f f a i r s  p o r t i o n  of a b r i g a d e  
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o rder  f o r  a t a c t i c a l  opera t ion  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  u n i t s  t o  
evacuate c i v i l i a n s  f o r  t h e  opera t ion , i f  necessary) t o  
provide them with food and medicine, and t o  prevent  t h e i r  
undue s u f f e r i n g  (pg. 1 3 ) .  However, t h i s  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
s e c t i o n  was not  requi red  when t h e  order  was prepared by 
the b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 13) . Usually KESHEL would be c a l l e d  
t o  take  c a r e  of c i v i l i a n s  encountered by t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  
during an opera t ion  (pg. 1 4 )  . 

d. KESHEL's assessment of h i s  supervisors .  

BARKER was an easy person f o r  whom t o  work (pg.41) 
BARKER was n o n - c r i t i c a l  of a person a s  long a s  t h e  person 
was doing h i s  job (pg. 4 1 ) .  KESHEL thought Lieutenant  
Colonel BLACKLEDGE was a " foo l "  because BLACKLEDGE could 
no t  make a dec i s ion  (pg. 4 2 ) .  He had a l o t  of r e spec t  
f o r  Major MCKNIGHT (pg. 42) . Colonel HENDERSON was a very 
demanding, a u t h o r i t a t i v e  ind iv idua l  of whom KESHEL was 
a£ r a i d  (pgs. 4 2 ,  43) . 
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - - PAGES 

1 i W i t  had never 
D-7 111th Bde Reg. 

I 
525-1 Iread para.  2 

l w l t  r e r e r r e a  
o r  
t o  

5a.l 
I 

47,48 

M - 6  America1 log J i t e m s  28 and 9 4 .  6 
Task Force Barker log ,  l W l t  d l a  no t  Know 
14-18 Mar 68 why item 3 9  d i d  not  

appear l n  t n e  l l t n  

-
Brigade log. 4 3 - 4 5  
W i t .  had never seen 

RODRIGUEZ1 s ta tement  before .  1 9  
VC propaganda- - l e a f l e t ,  The w i t  had never 

28 Mar 68 seen VC propaganda 18 
l ea f  l e t  before .  

A t r u e  copy of The witness  had 
HENDERSON'S Report never seen VC 1 7  

propaganda l e a f l e t  
before .  

Combat Action Report of W i t  had never seen 
Task Force ~ a r k e r ,  Ibefore .  1 20  
dated 28 March 1968 I 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0940 hour s ,  19 January 
1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS,  
MR MACCRATE, COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN and MAJ LYNN.  

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Captain  Donald J. KESHEL. 

(CPT KESHEL was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. KESHEL, Donald J., CPT, Co A ,  1st 
B a t t a l i o n ,  2d Brigade,  F o r t  Leonard Wood, Missour i .  

10: Captain  KESHEL, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which w e r e  provided you t h i s  morning ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

0- Do you unders tand them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do.> 

Q DO you have any q u e s t i o n s  on them? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q= Aside from those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  I should t e l l  you 
t h a t  a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  t h i s  morning wi th  me a r e  two o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who may ask q u e s t i o n s  of you. On my l e f t ,  is 
M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has  volun-
t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army RESOR t o  assist 
m e  i n  t h e  conduct  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  a l s o  prov ide  
l e g a l  counse l  t o  me. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  WILSON from t h e  
Of f i ce  of t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General  of t h e  Army, and he has  been 
des igna ted  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t -
a n t  t o  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from t h i s  group w e  
a l s o  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  wi tnes ses  a s  
w e l l .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  however it w i l l  be my respon-
s i b i l i t y  t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  and weigh t h e  evidence 
and determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. A s  f a r  a s  
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t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  concerned you a r e  o rdered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s o  on ,  except  a s  may 
be r equ i r ed  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  you may be 
r equ i r ed  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Now t h e  t e r m  " l e g i s l a t i v e "  I might 
exp la in :  t h a t  could be any of t h e  committees o r  subcommittees 
of Congress. For example, one t h a t  you may w e l l  be  r equ i r ed  
t o  appear  b e f o r e  i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of  t h e  
House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 

Have you been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley?  

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t .  

Q - I n  t h e  even t  you a r e ,  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  t e l l  
you t h a t  your  appearance he re  be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y  w i l l  i n  no 
way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r s t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  
o r d e r  by t h e  judge i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  c a s e ,  o r  any 
of t h e  o t h e r  cou r t -mar t i a l  c a s e s ,  which may be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
Son My o r  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I understood what you j u s t  t o l d  
m e  about be ing  c i t e d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l ?  

Q I f  you have n o t  been c i t e d  a s  a p o s s i b l e  w i t n e s s  
and given c e r t a i n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r ega rd ing  t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  
and t h i n g s  of th i s  ca t ego ry ,  then  you obvious ly  have n o t  been 
con tac t ed  or  c i t e d  by the judge. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  which case  your tes t imony h e r e  would n o t  pre-
v e n t  you, i n  o t h e r  words, from appear ing as a w i tnes s  i n  t h a t  
case. 

A. I unders tand ,  s ir .  

Q- Nor would it change t h e  o r d e r  which w a s  i s s u e d  by 
him concerning your  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  and what y o u ' r e  t o  
dol  and so on. 

A. Y e s , .  s i r .  
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Q D o  you have any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Capta in  KESHEL, would you s t a t e  your  du ty  a s s ign -
ment on 16 March 1968? 

A .  S i r ,  I was t h e  b r i g a d e  S5. 

Q - And how long  had you been S5 of  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. I assumed t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S5, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  it 
was t h e  f i r s t  week of  January  1968. I had worked i n  t h e  S5 
o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  s i n c e  1 J u l y  1967 when I was a s s igned  
t o  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I was the b r i g a d e  PSYWAR o f f i c e r ,  and t h e r e  
was a Major JOHNSON who was the S5. When t h e  b r i g a d e  deployed 
from Hawaii t o  Vietnam I went a long  on t h e  advance p l ann ing  
group. Major JOHNSON had a problem w i t h  h i s  neck ,  and he 
never  d i d  deploy t o  Vietnam, and d u r i n g  t h e  month of December 
they  wa i t ed  f o r  a  replacement  t o  become t h e  55 because  it 
c a l l e d  f o r  a  major  and I was a f a i r l y  j u n i o r  c a p t a i n .  And I 
asked f o r  the job ,  k e p t  badger ing  t h e  Old Man f o r  t h e  job,  

I 

BO he made m e  t h e  S5, and I had t h a t  p o s i t i o n  t h e  e n t i r e  t o u r .  

Q- I t a k e  it you had it from December of 1967 u n t i l  
November, December 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. S i n c e  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  My L a i  o r  Son My i n c i d e n t  
became a matter of  p u b l i c  knowledge i n  September o r  October  
of t h i s  l a s t  y e a r ,  1 9 6 9 ,  have you had any c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
any of t h e  members of  the l l C h  Br igade  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  
concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My La i  o r  Son My on 16 
March 1968? I 

A. N o ,  sir .  I have t a l k e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
brigade b u t  neve r  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task 
Force Barker  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A. On 16 March, s ir .  

Q. Were you aware of  it b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
i n i t i a t e d ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I walked i n t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  and I s a w  on t h e  map t h a t  they were--I heard  on t h e  
r a d i o  and saw it dep ic t ed  on t h e  map whi le  I was i n  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  of Task 
Force Barker were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a  and w e r e  i n  
c o n t a c t  with--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h e n ,  would you d e s c r i b e  i n  
a s  much d e t a i l  a s  you p o s s i b l y  can what you heard  and what 
you saw i n  t h e  TOC du r ing  t h e  conduct  of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  16 th?  

A: Right ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  on t h e  1 6 t h  my d u t i e s  r equ i r ed  
m e  t o  go o u t  on Highway 1 because w e  were b u i l d i n g  schools  
and va r ious  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  p r o j e c t s ,  and every day b e f o r e  I ' d  
go o u t  I ' d  have t o  c a l l  t h e  TOC t o  s ee  t h a t  t h e  road was open, 
t h a t  t h e  eng inee r s  had swept it f o r  mines,  and on t h i s  p a r t i c -
u l a r  day t h e  road was l a t e  i n  g e t t i n g  open, f o r  what purpose 
I d o n ' t  know. I c a l l e d  s e v e r a l  t imes p r i o r  t o  1000, and it 
was s t i l l  c l o s e d ,  and,  of cou r se ,  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t  t o  do my 
work, and I was g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  uneasy because I had a l o t  
t o  do. And a t  about IOU0 o r  1015 I t r i e d  t o  c a l l  over  a g a i n ,  
and a l l  of t h e  c i r c u i t s  w e r e  busy s o  I g o t  up and I s a i d  I 
was going t o  walk over  t o  t h e  TOC and f i n d  o u t  i f  it was open 
because I was anxious  t o  g e t  going.  I walked i n t o  t h e  TOC, 

I and it was sometime between 1000 and 1 1 0 0  hours  t h e  e x a c t  t ime 
I do n o t  recal l .  

When I g o t  i n t o  TOC t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
exci tement  i n s i d e  t h e  TOC, and t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of r a d i o  
t r a f f i c ,  and I ,  of cou r se ,  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what was going 
on. The on ly  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  I d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l  i s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one of t h e  u n i t s  over ran  a  mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  and 
cap tured  t h e  mor ta r .  I remember t h a t  because w e  always l i k e d  
t o  cap tu re  mortars and t h a t  made me happy because t h e y ' d  
always mor ta r  us i n  Duc Pho. Now l a t e r  t h i s  t u rned  o u t  t o  be  
j u s t  n ine  rounds of mor ta r  ammunition. But t h a t  is  the  only  
r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  I d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
a l o t  of body counts  be ing  c a l l e d  i n .  And I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  
TOC perhaps 3 o r  4 minutes ,  found o u t  t h e  road was open, and 
when I l e f t  t h e  TOC t h e  body coun t ,  a s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l  t o  
t h i s  day,  was 89. And I went back t o  my o f f i c e  and I t o l d  
my s e r g e a n t  t h a t  t hey  were having a good f i g h t  up i n  Batangan 
Peninsu la  a r e a .  

Q The Batangan Peninsu la?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  I used t o  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  whole c o a s t  
l i n e  over  t h e r e ,  a s  t h e  Batangan Peninsu la  a r e a ,  and I j u s t  
t o l d  him t h a t  t hey  were having a good f i y h t  up t h e r e  near  
t h e  pen insu la ,  and then  I went on about my work f o r  t h e  rest 
of t h e  day. 

Q You d i d n ' t  g e t  back i n t o  t h e  TOC throughout  t h e  
day a t  a l l ?  

A .  S i r ,  when I came i n  t h a t  evening I may have gone 
i n t o  t h e  TOC. Why I would have gone t h e r e ,  o r  why not-- there  
was no th ing  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry  qoing on. Most of t h e  t ime 
the  T O C ' s  r e a l  q u i e t ,  j u s t  normal r o u t i n e  proceedings  going 
on. 

Q. Was Major MCKNIGHT t h e r e  t h a t  morninq? 

A. S i r ,  I ' c a n '  t r e c a l l .  I only  r e c a l l  one man who 
was i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h a t  was t h e  TOG duty  o f f i -
c e r .  

'0 

Q- Who was t h a t ?  

A .  That  was Captain  James HENDERSON, and he was a 
r e a l  good f r i e n d  of mine. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  reason  I remember 
he w a s  t h e r e ,  because h e ' s  a r e a l  good buddy of mine. And 
whenever we'd go i n  t h e r e ,  we'd t e l l  a few jokes ,  and s o  
f o r t h .  

a .  Is Captain  HENDERSON s t i l l  i n  t h e  Army? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  is  i n  t h e  advanced course  a t  F o r t  
Benning, and I am p o s i t i v e  he was t h e r e .  There may have been 
many o f f i c e r s  walk i n  and o u t  whi le  I was t h e r e ,  b u t  I do no t  
r e c a l l  anyone i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q. Did you normally a t t e n d  t h e  evening s t a f f  b r i e f -
ings?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  normally.  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  eve-
ning of t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I probably went,  b u t  t h e r e  was 
nothing that w a s  brought  o u t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  s t u c k  i n  
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my mind. Most of t h e  b r i e f i n q s  were a b ~ u t30 minutes long,  
and u s u a l l y  t h e  o r d e r  of b r i e f i n g  I b e l i e v e  was t h e  S2, t h e  
S3, t h e  S5. I was t h i r d ,  s o  u s u a l l y  when t h e  S 3  was b r i e f -
i n g  I was going over  m y  n o t e s ,  c o r r e l a t i n g  my m a t e r i a l ,  and 
then  I would g e t  up and g ive  my b r i e f i n g ,  and then  t h e  S 1  
followed me. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e n ,  what y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  me i s  
t h a t  you were n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  what t h e  S2 and S 3  had t o  s ay .  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  they  g o t  t o  be s o  r o u t i n e  
a f t e r  a whi le  t h a t  I normally d i d n ' t  pav t o o  much a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. Give me t h e  log,  of t h e  11 th  Brigade and a l s o  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion .  

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  r eques t ed . )  

I have h e r e ,  Captain  KESHEL, the  l o g  of t h e  
Americal Div is ion  f o r  t h e  16 th  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  e n t r i e s  
which have been passed on from t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  I would 
c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  two i t ems  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Le t  m e  
r eph rase  t h a t .  This  document has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-6. I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  two 
i t e m s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  One i s  i tem 2 8 ,  which appears  on page 
3 ,  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  i t em 94,  which appears  on page 9. 

(Document i s  handed t o  w i t n e s s . )  

I wish you would look a t  t h a t  document p l e a s e .  
N o t  s o  much t h e  document i t s e l f ,  because you s h o u l d n ' t  have 
seen  t h a t  b u t  a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i t ems  t o  
s e e  i f  t h e s e  by chance r e c a l l  anythinq t o  mind f o r  you. 
I t e m  2 8 ,  f o r  example, n o t e s  t h a t ,  C/1/20 a t  a s p e c i f i e d  
l o c a t i o n ,  found 69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

(The wi tnes s  examines t h e  document.) 

I0: And then  going t o  paqe 9 and i tem 94 ,  you w i l l  
no t e  t h a t  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  page s t a r t i n g  a t  about l i n e  
f i v e ,  it s t a t e s ,  "Operation Muscatine." Do you r e c a l l  having 
heard  those  f i g u r e s  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  TOC,  o r  i n  t h e  process  of 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q Was t h e r e  e v e r  any d i s c u s s i o n  around t h e  head' 
q u a r t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  69 k i l l e d  bv a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  
I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  amonqst o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
were v e r y  few weapons f o r  t h e  number of  b o d i e s ,  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  o n l y  t h i n q  t h a t  s t r u c k  a d i f f e r e n t  r i n q .  You know i t ' s  
common y o u ' d  g e t  25 dead and 1 5  weapons, o r  10 weapons e v e n ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e  of  weapons, b u t  I t h i n k  
it was v e r y  r i d i c u l o u s l y  s m a l l  f o r  t h e  number of  enenly dead.  

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  it was 128 enemy K I A  a s  compared 
t o  3 weapons c a p t u r e d ,  which i s  q u i t e  a d i s p a r i t y .  

A. Yes,  s i r .  

0. Did anybody e v e r  s t a r t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  w i t h  
anybody from Task Force  Barker  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  Most of  my d u t i e s - -
I was a lmos t  comple te ly  d i v o r c e d  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  end of 
it. The o n l y  t i m e  I r e a l l y  q o t  i n t o  it was when they would 
c a l l  f o r  me--the S 3  would c a l l  o r  t h e  XO would c a l l ,  o r  t h e  
CO,  and g i v e  m e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on a p a r t i c u l a r  o ~ e r a t i o n .  And 
most of t h e s e  where I r e a l l y  g o t  i n v o l v e d ,  was when w e  would 
go a f t e r  t h e  2d NVA D i v i s i o n  o u t  w e s t  on a p ro longed  m u l t i -
b a t t a l i o n  t y p e  o p e r a t i o n .  

$ 1  / ,  

Q So vou w e r e  f o c u s i n g  m i h a r i l y  on t h e  Duc Pho, Mo 
Duc a r e a s ,  w e r e  you n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  t h a t  was p r i m a r i l y  due to  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  w e  had j u s t  opened up i n  t h e  Muscat ine  a r e a ,  o r  t h e  
Barker  a r e a ,  a s  I l i k e  t o  c a l l  i t .  And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  2d 
ARVN D i v i s i o n  had a b i g  A0 between o u r  s p l i t  AO. And I used 
t o  do a l l  of my work o u t  of ,  a j e e p  w i t h  t h e  c o u p l e  of p e o p l e  
I had,  and I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have  t h e  men o r  t h e  t i m e  o r  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  t o  spend t o  g e t  up t h a t  r o a d  and s t a r t  p r o j e c t s  up 
t h e r e .  W e  s t a r t e d  a c o u p l e  i n  t h e  summer and t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
on it w a s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  m a t e r i a l  up t h e r e  
t o  b u i l d  w i t h .  Most a n y t h i n g  w e  t r i e d  up t h e r e  ended i n  
f a i l u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n .  

Q. What was your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Task Force  Barker?  

A .  My r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Task Force  B a r k e r ,  a r e  you--
t h i s  i s  on t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n d ,  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  end? 
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Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A.  W e l l ,  t hey  had one l i e u t e n a n t  up t h e r e  wh.0 was 
a f r i e n d  of mine, and he was t h e i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and a l s o  
had t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  duty  of coming down t o  me t o  p ick  up 
funds ,  p i a s t e r s ,  t o  pay Vietnamese--daily h i r e s  t h a t  worked 
on the  LZ D o t t i e  f i l l i n g  sand bags and s o  f o r t h .  And once 
a week he s topped i n  my o f f i c e  and picked up money from me 
t o  pay t h e s e  l a b o r e r s ,  and o t h e r  t han  t h a t  t h a t  was t he  
only  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  involved Task Force Barker.  
Other t han  t h a t  I supported them wi th  l e a f l e t  d rops .  On a 
d a i l y  b a s i s  I would r eques t  a couple of l e a f l e t  drops  f o r  
t h e  Task Force Barker a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  when I reques ted  
them f o r  t he  r e s t  of t h e  b r igade .  

Q What was t h e  name of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who was t h e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  Joseph R E I D .  

CI J o e  R E I D ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Is he s t i l l  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  

A .  No, s i r .  He i s  o u t  of t h e  Army now. I b e l i e v e  he 
g o t  o u t .  I s t i l l  w r i t e  t o  him, he i s  a f r i e n d  of mine. I 
b e l i e v e  he g o t  o u t  i n  August, and he l i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  s i r .  

Q Yes, w e l l  l a t e r  on w e ' l l  check and s e e  i f  we do 
have h i s  add res s .  That  w i l l  n o t  be necessary .  We a r e  a l -
ready i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  him. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

9 Even though you a r e  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r - f u n c t i o n  
of t he  S2  and t h e  S3, you a r e  one of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  And 
t h e r e  was a l o t  of t a l k i n g  go on,  and s o  f o r t h  and perhaps 
wi th  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S 2  and S 3  people  of your comparable rank.  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was some t a l k  concerning t h e  128 ve r sus  3 
weapons. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
wi th  anybody t h e r e ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  p r i m a r i l y  only t h e  f a c t  of t h e  weapons 
were d i scussed  h e r e .  Gene ra l ly ,  my o f f i c e  s h u t  down a f t e r  
t he  evening b r i e f i n g  which ended about 1800 most t imes ,  some-
times 1815, and we'd To t o  supper .  The S 2  and the  S 3  would 
work l a t e  i n t o  t he  n i g h t ,  because they had t o  p repare  SITREP'S, 
and o r d e r s ,  and . t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  nex t  d a y ' s  o ~ e r a t i o n s .  Well ,  
I d i d n l t . h a v e  t h e s e  d u t i e s  t h a t  consumed m y  n i g h t  t ime hour s ,  
and g e n e r a l l y  a f t e r  supper ,  I ' d  go back up t o  my l i v i n g  quar-
t e r s ,  which were shared by company grade o f f i c e r s .  I l i v e d  
i n  a hootch wi th  Captain HENDERSON,  and a food s e r v i c e  war ran t  
o f f i c e r ,  and another  l i e u t e n a n t .  And t h e  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  
occupied q u a r t e r s  t o  t h e  l e f t  of u s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  they s t ayed  
more o r  l e s s  a loof  from u s ,  even though we we.re p a r t  of t he  
same s t a f f .  We played ca rds  and drank b e e r  t o q e t h e r  and 
t a l k e d ,  and t h e y ' d  do t h e i r  t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

Q Now f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of people t h a t  a r e  he re  
would you d e s c r i b e  your d u t i e s  a s  t h e  S5,  what were you 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ?  

A. My d u t i e s  a s  t h e  S5, I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  
t he  p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  and c i v i l  a f f a i r s  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  b r igade .  We were au tho r i zed  a PSYWAR o f f i c e r ,  and 
whi le  I d i d  have a l i e u t e n a n t  t o  a s s i s t  me, g e n e r a l l y  I was 
the  only  one t h a t  was school  t r a i n e d  i n  PSYIJAR. I was n o t  
school  t r a i n e d  i n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  I had a l o t  of p r a c t i -
c a l  expe r i ence  from prev ious  s e r v i c e  i n  Vietnam. I was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  adv i s ing  t h e  commander on a l l  m a t t e r s  per-
t a i n i n g  t o  p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  and 
t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  of answering a u e s t i o n s ,  t h a t  he 
would p u t  t o  m e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  f a c e t s  of e i t h e r  
ope ra t ion .  I was r e spons ib l e  f o r  c a r r y i n q  o u t  t h e  programs 
t h a t  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by h ighe r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n  my c a s e ,  
d i v i s i o n  would u s u a l l y  a s s i g n  me p r i o r i t i e s .  A t  t h e  t ime 
I was t h e r e  schools  were a b i g  p r i o r i t v .  MEDCAP was a b i g  
p r i o r i t y .  I t  covered s o  many a r e a s ,  I would say  b r i e f l y ,  
i n  PSYOPs, it covered l e a f l e t  d rops ,  a r e a  b roadcas t ing ,  
r e q u e s t i n g  a r e a  b r o a d c a s t ,  f a c e  t o  f a c e  propaganda, and 
every now and then  I ' d  des ign  and make a s p e c i a l  l e a f l e t  
and have it p r i n t e d  t o  suppor t  a p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  
Normally t h i s  was only  on m u l t i b a t t a l i o n  type  ope ra t ions .  

I n  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  end,  I was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  between t h e  b r igade  
and t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  which we ope ra t ed .  My p r i o r i t y  
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a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  was r i g h t  a l o n g  Hiqhway 1, i n  t h e  RD a r e a ,  
o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development  a r e a ,  where w e  c o u l d  work 
w i t h o u t  t r o o p s ,  and work w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f - -we l l ,  w i t h  j u s t  two 
o r  t h r e e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  f e a r  of b e i n o  a t t a c k e d ,  o r  ambushed, 
o r  something,  and we d i d  a l l  o u r  work a l o n q  Highway 1. Bui ld -
i n g  s c h o o l s ,  w e l l s ,  l a t r i n e s ,  o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of 
t h e s e ,  g e t t i n g  p r o j e c t s  q o i n g ,  market  p l a c e s ,  even a c h u r c h ,  
now and t h e n .  A g r e a t  d e a l  of my t i m e  I n  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
end was consumed i n  h e l p i n a  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of r e f u g e e s ,  because  
t h e r e  was a s t a g q e r i n g  number of r e f u q e e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I 
b e l i e v e  I had o v e r  9 , 0 0 0 ,  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  c l o t h e s  t o  them, 
f o o d ,  h e l p i n g  them keep t h e i r  r e f u g e e  camDs i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  
s t a t e  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  p i c k i n g  up q a r b a g e ,  we had  a  p i g  pro-  
gram where we'd provide--you know bouqht  ~ i q s  and have them 
b r o u g h t  i n  t o  animal  husbandry.  W e  had an E n g l i s h  l anquaqe  
program w e  t a u g h t  a t  f i v e  s c h o o l s .  I had s o l d i e r s  t o  go o u t  
and t e a c h  E n g l i s h ,  and a l o t  o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s ,  I was more o r  
less t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  f a r  a s - - to  o v e r a l l  pro-  
g r e s s  of  t h e  work. I had a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  p l a t o o n  t h e r e ,  i f  
you c o u l d  c a l l  it a p l a t o o n ,  it c o n s i s t e d  of two o f f i c e r s  and 
f i v e  o r  s i x  men, and t h e y  a l s o  g o t  o u t ,  and s t a r t e d  some of  
t h e s e  p r o j e c t s ,  and h e l p e d  m e  w i t h  mine,  and w e  c o o r d i n a t e d  
t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  Now, t h i s  o ~ e r a t i o n  was 
conducted  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Son My, My L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h .  Would 
you d e s c r i b e  your  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was no p s y c h o l o g i c a l  opera -
t i o n s - -

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Make s u r e  t h a t  you speak loud  
enough s o  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  can make it a  m a t t e r  of r e c o r d .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

There was no  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o ~ e r a t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  any o p e r a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  
c o a s t a l  p l a i n s .  These w e r e  j u s t  normal day t o  day o p e r a t i o n s ,  
where a company would CA i n  t o  do  a  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s -
s i o n ,  o r  wha tever  m i s s i o n  t h e y  had a s s i g n e d  t h a t  d a y ,  g e t  
back on h e l i c o p t e r s  and g e n e r a l l y  f l y  back t o  t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  
o r  g o  t o  a n o t h e r  n i q h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  
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And t h e  only  time we had s p e c i f i c  PSYOP opera- 
t i o n s ,  t a r q e t e d  a t  a s p e c i f i c  aud ience ,  was when we'd qo 
o u t  t o  t h e  wes t .  So s e n e r a l l v ,  my psycho loq ica l  ope ra t ions  
i n  Lhe 11 th  Briqade AO,  o r  s h a l l  I s a y ,  t h a t  A0 a lona  t h e  
c o a s t  l i r i e ,  and p e r h a ~ s  5 k i l ome te r s  t o  t h e  west  of Hiqh-
way 1, t o  i nc lude  t h e  Barker o r  t he  Muscatine AO,  cons i s t ed  
of l e a f l e t  drops  and a e r i a l  loudspeaker  b roadcas t s .  

Now t h e  way I d i d  t h i s ,  I would c a l l  it i n  t o  
d i v i s i o n ,  and I ' d  r e q u e s t  l e a f l e t s  by numbers o u t  of a  l e a f -
l e t  c a t a l o g ,  and I ' d  r e q u e s t  a mix of l e a f l e t s ,  and I ' d  g i v e  
them c o o r d i n a t e s ,  where I wanted them dropped. And, I d i d  
t h i s  by j u s t ,  i f  I may, s i r - - (The  wi tnes s  moved t o  t h e  l a r g e  
map on t h e  w a l l  MAP-1)--for example, I would c a l l  i n t o  div-  
i s i o n ,  I would t e l l  them I wanted a l e a f l e t  drop from 7786 
r i g h t  t o  7986 down t o  7983 and l e f t  t o  7783, b u t  I would 
cover a  6  k i lome te r  a r e a ,  and I u s u a l l v  dropped between 
5 and 9 l e a f l e t  drops a day. I t  v a r i e d ,  and I would 
have t o  sp read  t h e s e  d rops ,  some of them up i n  t h e  Barker 
AO, and then  I was a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Duc Pho and Mo 
Duc a r e a .  So, what I ' d  q e n e r a l l y  do,  i s  I ' d  l e a f l e t  a long  
Highway 1, p r i m a r i l y  because t h a t  i s  where I had t h e  q r e a t -  
e s t  s u c c e s s ,  w i th  t h e  reward program. And g e n e r a l l y  o u t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  near  t h e  c o a s t  and around My 
La i )  I drop Chieu Hoi l e a f l e t s  o r  t h e  r a l l e y  l e a f l e t s ,  and 
they d o n ' t  run from U.S. t r oops  l e a f l e t s ,  t h i n g s  of t h i s  
na tu re .  And I never r e a l l y  kep t  a  l o g  on day t o  day d rops ,  
b u t  wherever I had succes s  wi th  a program, I ' d  go back a g a i n ,  
and aga in  and h i t  it a g a i n ,  w i th  l e a f l e t s .  

Now t h e r e  were l e a f l e t s  dropped i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
Barker A0 du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  they  ope ra t ed  t h e r e .  But 
a s  t o  whether I pu t  l e a f l e t s  i n t o  t h e  Barker a r e a  o r  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  on 16 March, I do n o t  
know. I know t h a t  none were reques ted  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  No one 
s a i d  pu t  l e a f l e t s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day. And I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
sometime du r ing  March, I d i d  l e a f l e t  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a r e a  on map) . I always l e a f l e t e d  t h i s  a r e a ,  and i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  and probably i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o o ,  some would d r i f t  down, 
b u t  I g e n e r a l l y  covered t h e  whole a r ea  i n  a month. A s  t o  
what day t h e  l e a f l e t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  went i n  t h e r e ,  I have no 
knowledge o f .  

Q. Did you, o r  t h e  GVN,  o r  t h e  RVN drop any l e a f l e t s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  t h e  a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  V C ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  people  were t o  move o u t  of t h i s  a r e a ,  and n o t  t o  
suppor t  t h e  VC? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  we had a l e a f l e t ,  now t h i s  was n o t  a 
s p e c i a l  l e a f l e t ,  it d i d  no t  say " V i l l a g e r s  of My La i  move o u t , "  
t h i s  was a  s t anda rd  l e a f l e t  t h a t  encouraged a l l  Vietnamese 
l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  RVN a r e a  t o  come i n t o  t he  RVN a r e a ,  
t o  be under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  government of Vietnam and 
t h e  a l l i e s .  The l e a f l e t  carr ied.  no t h r e a t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
a l l  it was, was a promise f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and it urged them 
a l l  t o  l e a v e  t h e  con te s t ed  a r e a ,  an3 t o  move t o  t h e  RD a r e a .  
I t  was a  s t anda rd  l e a f l e t  t h a t  could be d r o p ~ e danywhere i n  
Vietnam, and on occas ion ,  I would use t h i s  l e a f l e t  i n  t h e  
o u t l y i n g  a r e a s .  Whether I used it i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  I do n o t  know. I d i d  n o t  use it t o o  much. 

Q. Now g e t t i n y  over  t o  t h e  a r e a  of c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  
What were your i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning 
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  suppor t  of t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions?  

A.  None, s i r ,  r e a l l y .  None, t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I 
wrote  my own c i v i l  a f f a i r s  SOP f o r  t h e  b r igade .  Basing it 
on t h e  SOP of t h e  25th I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion ,  which I changed t o  
meet my requi rement ,  and my own pe r sona l  exper ience  and 
knowledge, from when I had been i n  Vietnam i n  1966, i n  111 
Corps. And on t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I d i d  borrow some from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  SOP. 

Q I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  D - 7 ,  da ted  30 January 1968, 
from Headquar ters ,  11th  Br igade ,  t i t l e d ;  Combat Opera t ions ,  
Rules of Engagement, now I would r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you 
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  paragraph 6. 

(The wi tnes s  was handed E x h i b i t  D-7 and he exam-
ined  t h e  document. ) 

This  d o e s n ' t  g e t  down much t o  s p e c i f i c s ,  Captain 
KESHEL . 
A .  I th ink  I can throw a l i t t l e  l i g h t  on what y o u ' r e  
a f t e r ,  sir.  When you s a i d  t o  me, what i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  I g e t  
from d i v i s i o n ,  and when I s a i d ,  none, I mean, t h e  G 5  never 
s a t  me down and s a i d ,  on t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  d o ' t h i s ,  t h i s ,  
t h i s ,  and t h i s .  And most of m y  t ime ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  of my t ime 
was taken  up i n  a n o n t a c t i c a l  r o l e ,  9 8  p e r c e n t  of it. But ,  
when we d i d  have t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  of a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  t h e  
S 3  would c a i l  me o v e r ,  and he would s a y ,  w r i t e  t h e  c i v i l  a f -
f a i r s  p o r t i q n  of t h e  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
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My c i v i l  a f f a i r s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  o r d e r ,  a s  b e s t  
I can r e c a l l ,  was--without looking a t  one of m y  o r d e r s ,  
would i n s t r u c t  t h e  u n i t s ,  ( 1 1 ,  t o  provide c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l  
as  it was needed,  t o  evacua te  r e fuqees  back t o  Bronco base  
camp, s o  t h a t  we could p u t  them i n  a  re fugee  camp. ~f  any- 
one reques ted  t o  be evacua ted ,  o r  i f  it  was necessary  f o r  
t h e  s a f e t y  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  move them from t h e  b a t t l e  
a r e a ,  t o  p rov ide  food and medicine--to provide food t o  pre -  
ven t  undue s u f f e r i n g  of any c i v i l i a n s  i f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of 
the  b a t t l e  a r e a  took them away from t h e i r  source  of food,  
and homes, and s o  f o r t h ,  t o  feed  them and g i v e  them w a t e r ,  
and t o  provide them medical  c a r e  t h a t  was necessary  t o  in-
s u r e  t h e  h e a l t h  of our  command. 

Q- What I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when- 
ever  your b r igade  prepared an o r d e r  you would normally have 
a c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  and very l i k e l y ,  a PSYOPs annex t o  t h a t  
o rde r .  Now was t h i s  a l s o  r equ i r ed  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  when 
they conducted an opera t ion- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  

Q- To have t h e s e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  and PSYOPs cons ider -  I 
a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l .  To t h e  b e s t  I 

of my knowledge, t h e  on ly  time b a t t a l i o n  e v e r  p repared  an 
o rde r  was when we had a country  f a i r  type  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, 
t he  on ly  t i m e  I prepared an o r d e r ,  I t h i n k ,  I prepared f i v e  
of them, f o u r  o r  f i v e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r  I was i n  Vietnam. 
And t h e s e  covered l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  where maybe n ine  b a t -  
t a l i o n s  from t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  v a r i o u s  d i v i s i o n s ,  would be a t -
tached t o  u s ,  and we ' d  o p e r a t e  t o  t h e  west .  Now those  were 
the  on ly  t imes t h a t  I prepared o r d e r s .  There was a s t a n d a r d  
ope ra t ing  procedure  t h a t  was used f o r  a l l  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  
I n  o t h e r  words f o r  t h e  d a i l y  type  l and ing  zone s e a r c h  and 
des t roy  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e  had an SOP which was--which I wrote  
and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  verbat im,  because it has  been 1 5  months 
s i n c e  I l a s t  saw it. But ,  we d i d  have,  a s  I r e c a l l  i n  t h e  
SOP, p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  evacua t ing  c i v i l i a n s  who were r e fugees ,  
o r  i n  t r o u b l e ,  o r  who were s u f f e r i n g  from qunshot  wounds by 
accidental.engagement--or perhaps i f  a u n i t  was o p e r a t i n g ,  
they would r e c e i v e  a l o t  of f i r e ,  and they would r e t u r n  t h e  
f i r e  and-- i t  must be an every day occurrence i n  Vietnam, 
where a  b u l l e t  h i t  somebody who was a  noncombatant. And our  
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u n i t  was r e a l  good about  t h i s .  A l l  t h e  companv commanders 
would medevac them back t o  Duc Pho, and t h e  h o s p i t a l  would 
c a l l  m e ,  and s a y ,  we have a k i d  h e r e ,  o r  we've g o t  a woman 
h e r e ,  o r  an o l d  man h e r e ,  and he was h i t  i n  t h e  l e g  a t  such 
and such a p l ace .  And I ' d  go over  and Day him, what we c a l -
l e d  a so l a t i um payment, and t r e a t e d  h i s  wound, and kep t  him 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s  l o n g m a she needed t o  be i n  t he  h o s p i t a l ,  
s e e  t h a t  he was f e d ,  and i f  he needed c l o t h e s ,  g ive  c l o t h e s ,  
and t ake  him back home. 

0. Even though h a t t a i i o n s  d i d n ' t  i s s u e  w r i t t e n  or -
d e r s ,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  t hey  d i d  i s s u e  v e r b a l  o r d e r s .  Was it n o t ,  
q u i t e  normal,  t o  have c i v i l  a f f a i r s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  being 
prepared t o  handle  d e t a i n e e s ,  r e f u g e e s ,  and t h i n g s  on t h i s  
ca tagory?  

A .  I would say  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s t a t e  d e c i n i t e l y ,  be-
cause  I wasn ' t  i n  a b a t t a l i o n ,  and d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  o r d e r s  
t h a t  t h e  commander--the p l a t o o n ,  o r  company, o r  b a t t a l i o n  
commander gave t o  h i s  t r o o p s ,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  w r i t t e n  or -
d e r s .  I t h i n k  g e n e r a l l y ,  when c i v i l i a n  problems came up, 
what t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  they  d i d  was t o  g e t  on t h e  horn and g e t  
m e ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  problem o f f  t h e i r  back,  they would c a l l  up 
and say I ' v e  g o t  10 people  h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  know what t o  
do w i t h  them. And, I'd have t o  go s e e  t he  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  
and see  i f  I could scrounge a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  go o u t  t h e r e .  

'Q I can unders tand how t h a t  would be s o ,  down i n  
t h e  Duc Pho and Mo Duc a r e a ,  b u t  i n  accordance wi th  your 
p rev ious  tes t imony,  y o u ' r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d  from t h i s  
a r e a ,  and you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  pay t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, 
because it w a s  beyond your c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. I t  was my unders tanding t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  Task 
Force Barker ,  as a ma t t e r  of p rocedure ,  would normally in -
c lude i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  handl ing  d e t a i n e e s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  i n  
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  however, t h e r e  
w e r e  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided concerning r e fugees ,  d e t a i n e e s  
o r  o the rwi se ,  and I was wonderins i f ,  by chance,  you 'd  have 
any exp lana t ion  of t h i s  change from t h e  norm? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' d  have no idea  why t h i s  was a change 
from t h e  normal procedure .  I could say--one t h i n g  I would 
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l i k e  t o  say .  I t h i n k  it has  bea r ing  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  
the  b r igade  ever  l e a v i n g  Hawaii f o r  Vietnam, when I took 
my job a s  a PSYWAR o f f i c e r ,  t h e  major who was t h e  S5 had 
never worked i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and had no knowledge of  t h e  job. 
H e  was l e a r n i n g  t h e  job and immediately I !saw a need to--I  
knew we were going t o  Vietnam, and t h e  men must be given a 
working knowledge of what PSYOPs and c i v i l  a f f a i ~ si s ,  be-
cause it i s  amazing, how many people  i n  t b e  Army, t o  i nc lude  
o f f i c e r  pe r sonne l ,  have a b s o l u t e l y  no ideia of what c i v i l  a f -
f a i r s  i s ,  o r  how t o  use i t ,  o r  how it can h e l p  them, and it 
i s  no t  l i m i t e d  by grade e i i h e r ,  I found o u t  by pe r sona l  ex-
pe r i ence .  I , 

And I d i d  p repa re  l e s s o n  p l a n s ,  and I d i d  i n s -
t r u c t  every company-size u n i t ,  o r  maneuver e lement  i n  t h e  
b r igade ,  t o  l n c l u d e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  e lement .  One hour--I 
b e l i e v e  it was 1 hour i n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  and 1 hour i n  
PSYOPs, and du r ing  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  p o r t i o n ,  handl ing  of 
c i v i l i a n s  was s t r e s s e d  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
troops--the s o l d i e r  and c i v i l i a n  was s t r e s s e d .  These c l a s -
ses were g iven  i n ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  t o  r e c a l l ,  i n  
September o r  October 1967. How many of t h e  men a t t ended  
the  c l a s s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  Task Force Barker  was a com-
p o s i t e  u n i t  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  how many of t h e  men, who 
were a t t e n d i n g  my c l a s s e s  were s t i l l  w i t h  t he  b r igade  and 
ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h a t  I have no knowledge 
o f .  But I would be reasonably s u r e  i n  s ay ing  t h a t  some of 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  some of t h e  mentbers of t h e  Barker command 
had a t t ended  my c l a s s e s .  

Q A f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  l e t ' s  say  du r ing  t h e  per-
iod  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  o r  20 th ,  o r  2 1 s t  and on up toward t h e  end 
of t h e  month of  March, do you r e c a l l  having a l a r g e  number 
of r e q u e s t s  f o r  so l a t i um payments? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Through o r  t o  p rov ince  o r  through anybody con-
nected w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  t h e  ARVN, GVN, o r  t h e  advisory  
e f f o r t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never r ece ived  any. Any r e q u e s t  f o r  
so la t ium t h a t  w a s  pa id  i n  March was r o u t i n e  so l a t i um pay-
ments and t h a t  would be--a r o u t i n e  one would be one ind iv-
i d u a l  involved i n  a  shoo t ing  mishap o r  a v e h i c l e  acc iden t .  
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Most of them were t r u c k  a c c i d e n t s ,  t r u c k  p e d e s t r i a n .  

Q .  Now, t e l l  m e  how f r e q u e n t l y  vou v i s i t e d  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  and d i s t r i c t s  and w h o  would you t a l k  t o  t h e r e ?  

A. I v i s i t e d  t h e  Mo Duc D i s t r i c t  abou t  t w i c e  a 
week. I v i s i t e d  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t  a b o u t  f i v e  t i m e s  a week, 
almost e v e r y  day.  I have been t o  Son Tinh and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h i s  b i g  map you w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  Quang Ngai C i t y  is--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I v i s i t e d  Son Tinh and--

Binh Son,? 

A. . B i n h  Son. I v i s i t e d  Son Tinh and Binh Son,  I 
was i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n c e ,  Binh Son maybe 
t w i c e .  I was i n  p r o v i n c e ,  o h ,  maybe f i v e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  en-
t i re  y e a r ,  on b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  

9 Did you e v e r  g e t  any f e e l  from them, from Son 
Tinh o r  from p r o v i n c e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  aware,  t h a t  something 
u n u s u a l  had t r a n s p i r e d  o u t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16 March, 
o r  i n  t h e  March p e r i o d ?  

A .  No, s ir .  Not from p r o v i n c e  o r  d i s t r i c t  a t  any--
e i t h e r  of t h e  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s  o r  f o u r  d i s t r i c t s  o r  t h e  pro-
v i n c e .  

Q Now, a s  t h e  S5 you w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c i v i l  
a f f a i r s ,  and you a r e  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  PSYOPs, d i d  you,  
i n  your  c a p a c i t y  a s  PSYOPS o f f i c e r  r e c e i v e  samples  of V i e t  
Cong propaganda? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  When t r o o p s  would p i c k  them 
up,  t h e y ' d  forward  them i n t o  m e ,  t h o s e  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  keep 
a s  s o u v e n i r s ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  company commander would t r y  
t o ,  a t  l e a s t ,  s end  s e v e r a l  c o p i e s  of  e v e r y t h i n g  p i c k e d  up 
back t o  m e .  

Q What i f  t h e  S2 o r  some s t a f f  o f f i c e r  had p i c k e d  
some l e a f l e t s  from, l e t ' s  s a y  from p r o v i n c e ,  o r  t h e  ARVN 
s i d e ,  d i d  t h e s e  normal ly  come t o  you a s  w e l l ?  
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A. The S 2 ,  i f  he g o t  some of t h e  l e a f l e t s ,  h .e ld  
g e n e r a l l y .  c a l l  m e  over  th.e phone and s a y ,  "I' v e  g o t  a l e a f -
l e t  h e r e  f o r  you t o  look a t . "  But i t ' s  amazing, soriletimes 
h e ' d  have a l e a f l e t  2 weeks b e f o r e  h e ' d  c a l l  m e  over  and 
show it t o  m e .  I t  would j u s t  s l i p  h i s  mind, o r  h e ' d  j u s t  
complete ly  f o r g e t  about  m e ,  t h a t ' s  how much--1 was a lmost  
l i k e  a s e p a r a t e  arm of t h e  s t a f f ,  and more o r  less j u s t  
went about  my own b u s i n e s s ,  and t h e y ' d  c a l l  me when they  
wanted m e .  Bu t ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  i f  he  had a l e a f l e t  h e ' d  b r i n g  
it t o  m e  and show it t o  m e .  

Q I have h e r e  two p i e c e s  of V i e t  Conq propaqanda,
t h i s  one i s  i nc luded  i n  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  i s  two pages ,  I ' l l  ask  you t o  r ead  t h a t  
and s t a t e  whether  o r  n o t  t h e s e  w e r e  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your  
a t t e n t i o n ?  

(The documents w e r e  handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A l l  r i g h t ,  sir .  

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  documents.) 

No, s i r ,  I have n o t  s een  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

Q. Don ' t  you cons ide r  i t  somewhat unusua l ,  t h a t  a 
p i e c e  of  propaganda,  such a s  that, would come i n t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
Br igade h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and n o t  qe b a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I would c o n s i d e r  it ~ A t ~ e m e l yunusua l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  
A t  t i m e s ,  t h e r e  was a l a g  from, t h e  t i m e  t h e  document would 
a r r i ve - - t he  propaganda would a r r i v e  and I would g e t  i t ,  b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  speak ing ,  I ' d  s e e  any document of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  o r  
propaganda t h a t  would come i n ,  I ' d  g e t  it. But I ' v e  never  
seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l e a f l e t ,  o r  examined i t .  

Q. I show you ano the r  E x h i b i t  M-35, p l e a s e  keep t h e  
f i r s t  one. I have no reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  e v e r  reach-
ed b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  review t h i s  
qu i ck ly  t o  see i f  by chance you have e v e r  s een  t h i s  s t a t e -
ment o r  e v e r  h e a r  of such a s t a t e m e n t  be ing  i s s u e d  by t h e  
Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t ?  

(The w i t n e s s  was handed E x h i b i t  M-35 and he 
examined t h e  document .) 
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A. The g e n e r a l  theme of t h e  l e a f l e t  i s  t y p i c a l  V i e t  
Cong, b u t  I ' v e  never seen t h a t  w a r t i c u l a r  document, o r  any 
r e l a t i o n  i n  any propaqanda, per ta i r l ing  t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q Wel l ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you mean, 
t h i s  is  r a t h e r  t y p i c a l ?  

A.  Well the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you eve r  s ee  anyth ing  come 
o u t ,  wi th  any s p e c i f i c s ,  such a s  inc luded  h e r e ?  

A. When I s a i d  it was t y p i c a l ,  they u s u a l l y  say  t h e  
American yankee d e v i l s ,  t h e  1st Div is ion  s u f f e r e d  500 k i l l e d ,  
and we des t royed  15 armored personne l  c a r r i e r s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  
I n  o t h e r  words, it i s  typ ica , l  propaganda, i n  f a c t  t h a t ,  l i k e  
m o s t  communist propaganda, it expands the--whatever i s  be ing  
s a i d  is  o u t  of p ropor t ion .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you eve r  s e e  any t h a t  g o t  down t o  t h e  
s p e c i f i c ,  such a s  inc luded  h e r e ,  naming people ,  naming v i l -
l a g e s ,  c i t i n q  numbers and t h i n g s  of t h i s  ca tagory?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q - I n  t h a t  sense  then  t h i s  i s  n o t  t y p i c a l  VC pro-
paganda? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Did you eve r  hea r  of a r e p o r t  coming from t h e  
v i l l a g e  ch i e f  of Son My V i l l a g e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  i n  
Son Tinh t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some unusual  even t s  took p l a c e  
i n  My L a i  on 16 March, o r  i n  t h a t  pe r iod?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Were you e v e r  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  which 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had s e n t  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e i  i n  t h i s  
regard?  

A. No, s i r .  

a I ' l l  ask you t o  t u r n  back t o  E x h i b i t  P-1, n o t  
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t h a t  one, put  t h a t  one a s i d e ,  t u r n  back one page from t h e  
propaganda. I would ask if you ever  saw a s ta tement  such 
as  t h i s ,  dated 1 4  Apri l?  

(Witness examines the  s ta tement  Exhib i t  M-30.) 

Did you ever  see  t h a t  s ta tement? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  not .  

Q Now t u r n  t o  the  forward p a r t  of t h e  paper and 
I would ask t h a t  you read t h i s  and then I w i l l  have some 
ques t ions  f o r  you. 

A .  The cover s h e e t ,  s i r ?  

No, the  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  2 4  Apr i l  

A. Yes, s ir .  

(Witness does a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

Q. Now, j u s t  keep t h a t  second page t h e r e  i f  you ( 

w i l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  , 

Q- You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  a l l u d e s  q u i t e  s t rong-
l y  t o  the  Vie t  Cong propaganda technique? 

A. Yes, sir.  

& Would it be a l o g i c a l  assumption t h a t  the  pre-
pa ra t ion  of such a r e p o r t  would be c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of the  G 5  t o  g e t  t h e  G 5  input  i n  t o  i t ?  

A. That would be a l o g i c a l  assumption, yes ,  sir. 

Q Yes. You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  paragraph 5 it s t a t e s  
t h a t  a  counter  propaganda campaign be waged a g a i n s t  t h e  Vie t  
Cong i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Were you ever  given 
a s p e c i f i c  o rde r  t o  plan and d i r e c t  a psychological  oper-
a t i o n  campaign i n  t h a t  a rea?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t .  

Q. I have h e r e  another  document e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat 
Action Report" from Task Force Barker ,  da t ed  28 March which 
has been e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  record  a s  R-2 ,  and I ask you t o  
review t h a t  document? 

(The wi tnes s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Have you eve r  seen t h a t  be fo re?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  from Task Force 
Barker addressed t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l t h  In-
f a n t r y  Brigade.  Paragraph 15 d e a l s  w i th  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  pro-
blems. Paragraph 1 6  i n c l u d e s  recommendations t o  improve 
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  type ac t ions- - types  of a c t i v i t i e s .  But ,  you 
had no t  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  recommendation. Were you eve r  
i n s t r u c t e d  concerning any c i v i l  a f f a i r s  suppor t  of a c t i v i t i e s  
f o r  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r .  I knew t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  evacu-
a t e d  o u t  of t h e r e  t o  Duc Pho o r  t o  my l o c a t i o n .  

Q - Did you e v e r  hea r  of an i n c i d e n t  a t  LZ Up t igh t ,  
aboht t h i s  t ime p e r i o d ,  e a r l y  A p r i l  t o  l a t e  March, wherein 
two o r  t h r e e  youngs te rs  came t o  t he  g a t e  a t  LZ Upt igh t  and 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  had something t o  g ive  t o  some people  
t h e r e  and t h i s  was done. And it was understood t h a t  t h e  
youngs te rs  were cau t ioned  about how t o  l eave  t h e  a r e a  and 
they g o t  caught i n  a mine f i e ld  around t h e  a r e a  and one of 
t h e  youngs te rs  was e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  bad ly  wounded. They 
were l a t e r  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  mine f i e ld  a r e a  and taken t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  o r  t o  t h e  morgue, a s  t h e  case  may be.  Do you re-
c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  such a s  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  such a s  t h a t  around 
LZ Upt igh t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  one t ime a k i d  nea r  D o t t i e  s t e p -
ped on a  smal l  a n t i p e r s o n n e l  mine near  t h e  q a t e ,  e i t h e r  he 
d i d  o r  t h e  b u f f a l o  he was l ead ing  and he--the c h i l d  was k i l -
l ed .  But ,  an i n c i d e n t  a t  LZ Upt ight  does n o t  r i n g  i n  my 
mind, a s  I had eve r  been informed of i t ,  o r  having p a i d  any 
so l a t i um on it ,  o r  anyth ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
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Q.  W e l l ,  I would bc  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s o l a t i u r n ,  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  such  had happened. But p r i m a r i l y ,  I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know whether  o r  n o t  t h e  p i e c e  of  paper  which 
was d e l i v e r e d  t o  LZ U p t i g h t  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you and 
Headquar te r s  of t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ,  o r  whe the r  you e v e r  saw 
such a p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ?  

A .  N O ,  s i r ,  I never  saw it my e n t i r e  t e n u r e  of  d u t y  
i n  Vietnam--I never  saw any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  o r  h e a r d  any 
v e r b a l  r e p o r t  o f  any t y p e ,  of any n a t u r e ,  from anybody p e r -
t a i n i n g  t o  any happening a t  My L a i .  The c l o s e s t  I e v e r  hea rd  
w a s  when t h e  G5 mentioned something t o  m e  one day and he d i d  
n o t  s i n g l e  o u t  any a r e a  i n  Task Force  Barker .  

(2 I ' l l  come back t o  t h a t .  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  see any of t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  which w e r e  
t a k e n  by t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  conduc t  of t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. J u s t  in--what was i n  T i m e  magazine,. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h i l e  you w e r e  a t  LZ Bronco? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  d i s c u s s  what  might  have  t r a n s p i r e d  
t h e r e  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anybody from t h e  52d M I  Detach-
ment? 

A .  n o ,  s i r .  

Q.  With C a p t a i n  LABRIOLA, o r  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, o r  
any of t h o s e  p e o p l e ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
ment ioning it t o  anybody from t h e  52d M I ,  s i r .  

Q. Now t h e n ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  e x p l a i n ,  i n  a s  g r e a t  
a d e t a i l  as you c a n ,  p r e c i s e l y  what was s a i d  between your-
s e l f  and Colone l  ANISTRANSKI, maybe a t  Duc Pho and a t  Chu 
La i?  
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A. I t  was a t  Chu L a i ,  s i r .  I t  was e i t h e r - - w e l l ,  I 
understand,when I was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  a t  Leonard 
Wood, I asked him what t h e  d a t e  was, and he s a i d  i t  was a 
Sa turday ,  16 March, s o  every  Sa tu rday ,  e i t h e r  I o r  t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t  t h a t  worked f o r  m e  would have t o  go t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  
p i c k  up some money from t h e  G 1  t o  pay t h e  h i r e d  l a b o r .  Now, 
I d i d n ' t - - s o  t h i s  would make t h e  t i m e  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
e i t h e r  t h e  weekend of  2 2 ,  23 March, o r  29 and 30 March, be-
cause  w e  took t u r n s  going up,  and I don'  t r e c a l l  whether  I 
went t h e  weekend fo l l owing  o r  t h e  nex t  weekend. But any- 
way, a f t e r  we'd p i ck  up t h e  money, o u r  s t a n d a r d  p rocedure  
was we'd g e n e r a l l y  spend t h e  n i g h t ,  and g e t  t h a t  l i a i s o n  
h e l i c o p t e r  back t h e  n e x t  morning i f  w e  went on t h e  F r iday  
o r  Sa turday .  And, w e  would go over  t o  t h e  G5 and I would 
ask  them t o  s e c u r e  t h e  money f o r  m e  i n  h i s  f i e l d  s a f e  t h a t  
he had i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and a s  a r u l e  I 'd  go i n  and t a l k  t o  
t h e  G5 t o  see i f  he had any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p a s s  on t o  m e  
o r  what t o  p u t  emphasis  on. Gene ra l l y ,  h e ' d  want t o  t a l k  
t o  m e ,  t o  speed something up o r  slow something down o r  
change something around,  and a l s o  j u s t  t o  v i s i t  and c o o r d i n a t e  
t h i n g s  w i t h  him. 

And on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  weekend, I went i n  and t h e  
G5 w a s  a l one  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  I asked t h e  major who worked 
f o r  him i f  I cou ld  go i n  and see him and he s a i d  go on i n .  
I went i n ,  I s a l u t e d ,  and I s a i d ,  "Good a f t e r n o o n ,  " o r  "Good 
morning,"  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t ime of day. And he po in t ed  
a f i n g e r  l i k e  t h i s  ( g e s t u r i n g  w i t h  h i s  hand) , and he s a i d  
t h a t ,  "Task Force Barker  i s  i n  b i g  t r o u b l e ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  en-
t i r e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade might  be  i n  b i g  t r o u b l e . "  And I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know what he was t a l k i n g  abou t ,  and I s a i d ,  
"Well,  what do you mean, s i r , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  and 
he s a i d ,  "Because of  what was going on down i n  t h e  Barker  
a r e a . "  And I asked him i f  t h e r e  was any th inq  t h a t  I ought  
t o  know, o r  do ,  about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  o r  what was going on ,  and 
he s a i d ,  "Don ' t  worry about  i t ,  it i s  a l l  be ing  t aken  c a r e  
o f . "  And he had a  wh i t e  f o l d e r  on h i s  de sk ,  j u s t  one of t hose  
f i l e  f o l d e r s  you p u t  i n  t h e  f i l e  d rawers ,  and he tapped it 
w i t h  h i s  f i n g e r  and s a i d ,  "Don ' t  worry about  i t ,  I ' v e  g o t  
it a l l  i n  h e r e . "  And I--or words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  And I asked 
him, I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  can I r ead  t h a t , "  o r  " I s  it something I 
ought  t o  know," and he s a i d ,  "Don ' t  worry a b s u t  i t ,  i t ' s  
be ing  t aken  c a r e  o f . "  So I d i d n ' t  p r e s s  t h e  i s s u e ,  he was a 
c o l o n e l  and I was a c a p t a i n ,  I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  f o r c e  m y  way 
i n t o  any of  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  And t h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  of  ou r  
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conversa t ion .  Well we went on and t a l k e d  about o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
p r o j e c t s  I was working on,  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  t h a t  was t he  
p v t i o n  of t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Barker a r e a .  

Q *  Did he i n d i c a t e  what he had i n  t h a t  f o l d e r ?  That 
it was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  where it had come from, 
o r  who was doing what? 

A. No, s i r ,  he j u s t  s a i d  thi3.t--he tapped t h e  f o l d e r  
an3 s a i d ,  " I ' v e  q o t  i t  a l l  i n  h e r e , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
I 'm almost  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he s a i d  those  e x a c t  words, " I  ' ve  g o t  
it a l l  i n  h e r e . "  He a l s o  d i d  say  Quang Ngai was upse t  about 
it. And he s a i d ,  "They a r e  r e a l l y  up i n  t h e  a i r  about t h i s ,  
and they a r e  having an i n q u i r y ,  they  want t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bo t -  
tom of whatever happened i n  t h e  Barker a r e a . "  And he d i d n ' t  
r e f e r  t o  any s p e c i f i c  a r e a  of t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  any 
s p e c i f i c  names, d a t e s ,  o r  p l a c e s .  And when I asked him, t o  
s ee  what he had,  i f  he had anyth ing ,  he d i d n ' t  l e t  me--he 
j u s t  s a i d ,  "Don' t  worry about i t . "  

Q- Did t h i s  p r i c k  your c u r i o s i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of 
going t o  Quang Ngai t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  province o f f i c i a l s  
were upse t  about?  

A .  Not r e a l l y ,  s i r ,  and 1'11 t e l l  you why. Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI, he had t h i s  s t y l e  about him, everybody has  g o t  
h i s  own s t y l e ,  and f l a r e  f o r  whatever they  do,  and he was t h e  
type of ind iv idua l - -he  was a r e a l  f i n e  guy, b u t  h e ' d  c a l l  you 
i n  and he 'd  say something t o  you--al l  r i g h t ,  w e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  
a m i l l i o n  examples. Now he 'd  c a l l  you i n  and s a y ,  "What's t h e  
mat te r  w i th  you guys down t h e r e ,  on t h a t  s choo l ,  you know you 
have been working on it f o r  6 months, and t h i s  i s  wrong, 
and t h a t ' s  wrong," and r e a l l y  you d i d n ' t  know whether he was 
chewing you o u t ,  o r  j u s t  thoroughly d i s q u s t e d .  And t h e n ,  he 'd  
j u s t  change t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  h e ' d  say w e l l ,  "Don' t  worry about 
t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  okay,  because , the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  he ' s  wor th l e s s  
anyway," o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I mean, I ' m  j u s t  r e -
l a t i n g  a t y p i c a l  t h i n g ,  i t ' s  n o t  any s p e c i f i c  d a t e  o r  p l a c e .  
But i n v a r i a b l y ,  whenever I ' d  t a l k  t o  him, I ' d  come away know- 
ing  j u s t  about  a s  much a s  when I went i n  which was--I 'd come 
away wi th  a dry  w e l l ,  more o r  less. 

He never  r e a l l y  s a t  you down and o u t l i n e d  spec- 
i f i c s ,  except  when it was something l i k e  T e t  p a r t i e s ,  sorne-
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was sponsor ing .  Then he would use 
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a poop s h e e t .  But q e n e r a l l y ,  when we t a l k e d ,  and he ' d  r e f e r  
t o  somethinq, you d i d n ' t  know whether he was, a t  l e a s t  I 
didn't--sometimes I d i d n ' t  know whether he was j u s t  f o o l i n g  
around or be ing  dead s e r i o u s .  Unless h e ' d  r e a l l y  o u t l i n e  
it, and t h e r e  were a few i n s t a n c e s  where he would even s i t  
you down and o u t l i n e  it. He would j u s t  a e n e r a l l y  s i t  t h e r e  
and a d l i b  and h e ' d  s a y ,  "You're doinq w e l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and 
you ' r e  f a l l i n g  down i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a , "  and t h a t  was j u s t  h i s  
s t y l e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  s t a t emen t  t h a t  he 
made. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade i s  i n  t r o u b l e ,  
and Barker is  i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  wha t ' s  going on. Did you j u s t  
f o r g e t  about it then ,  d i d  you go t o  your  b r i g a d e  commander, 
o r  d i d  you go t o  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  o r  d i d  you go t o  
anybody, t o  f i n d  o u t  what you were i n  t r o u b l e  about? 

A. Sometime a f t e r  t h a t ,  s i r ,  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
BARKER- -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h a t  immedi-
a t e  p e r i o d ,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about w a i t i n g  u n t i l  BARKER g o t  
back a month l a t e r .  He re ' s  somebody making a very  s t r o n g  
a c c u s a t i o n ,  and a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  your command, an o u t f i t  
t h a t  y o u ' r e  a member o f .  And my q u e s t i o n  i s  when you g o t  
back,  d i d  you go i n  t o  s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  f i n d  o u t  
what k ind  of t r o u b l e  you were i n ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Do you have any reason  f o r  n o t  doing i t ?  Did 
you j u s t  pu t  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t  of your mind? That  d i d n ' t  
e v i d e n t l y  make much of an impress ion on you? 

A. The f a c t  t h a t  the--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The f a c t  t h a t  BARKER and t h e  
whole b r igade  might be i n  t r o u b l e ?  You were one of t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I never t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
about it. I ' d  l i k e  t o  a--I never t a l k e d  t o  t h e  XO,  I never  
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  CO about i t ,  o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  
s t a f f  . 
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CZ. I t ' s  s r e t t y  hard f o r  you, I know, t o  t h i n k  
back 20,22 months ago,  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  know why you 
d i d n ' t  pa s s  t h a t  on? 

A .  Well,  s i r ,  why I d i d n ' t  pass  i t  on i s  because 
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he had anyth ing  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  because 
I asked t h e  man, I s a i d ,  "Well, can I s e e  i t ,  s o  I can do 
something about i t . "  O r  t o  t ake  c a r e  of my end of i t ,  i f  it 
involves  m e ,  and I ' m  s u r e  it involved me, because he was t h e  
d i v i s i o n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  man and I ' m  t h e  b r igade  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
man, and I even reached f o r  t h e  f o l d e r ,  and I s a i d ,  "Can 1 
s e e  i t , "  and he s a i d  "NO, d o n ' t  worry about i t ,  it has  been 
a l l  taken c a r e  o f . "  So when he t o l d  me t h a t ,  I assumed t h a t  
--you see  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he had anyth ing  i n  t h e  
f o l d e r ,  because h i s  n a t u r e  a s  I expla ined  was,  p e c u l i a r ,  i s  
probably t h e  b e s t  word, and when he wouldn' t g i v e  it t o  m e ,  
I was convinced t h a t  he was j u s t  p u l l i n g  my l e g .  

Although l i k e  you s a y ,  it i s  a s t r o n g  a l l e g a t i o n ,  
it c e r t a i n l y  i s ,  s i r ,  b u t  he s a i d  i t ' s  beinq taken  c a r e  o f ,  
s o  I assumed t h a t  i f  any th ing  d i d  happen and t h e  command--
the  co lone l  wanted m e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  what I had t o  i t ,  o r  t o  
do any work on i t ,  they would c a l l  me i n  and i n s t r u c t  me a s  
t o  what they  wanted m e  t o  do and when they  wanted me t o  do 
it and how t o  do it. O r  g i v e  me t h e  guidance I needed, 
so t h a t  I could do t h e  job. And when he t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  worry 
about it I f i g u r e d  i f  any th ing  d i d  happen, it was being hand- 
l e d  by a competent i n d i v i d u a l  and a t  t h e  proper  command 
l e v e l .  And t h a t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  when he s a i d ,  "Don' t  worry about  
i t . "  I j u s t  f i g u r e d  I ' d  b e t t e r  t a k e  good advice  from a  co l -
one l  and n o t  worry about i t ,  and I d i d n ' t  push it because 
I d i d n ' t  want anybody walking around say ing  o l d  Captain  KESHEL, 
he ' s  a rumor monger o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had a r e p o r t  of inves-
t i g a t i o n  of any k ind  o r  t h a t  it was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Quang Ngai was launching an in -
q u i r y ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he used t h e  word i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  in -
q u i r y ,  b u t  t h a t  they  were i n t e r e s t e d ,  and were checking i n t o  
it. And he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Quang Ngai was t h e  one t h a t  w a s  
pushing it, or  prov ince ,  when I say  Quang Ngai I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  province.  But he d i d n ' t  say t h a t  he had an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  t h e r e ,  he d i d n ' t  say  he had a l e t t e r ,  o r  i n q u i r y ,  he j u s t  
s a i d ,  tapped it and s a i d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  it a l l  i n  t h e r e . "  And 
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whether he had anyth ing  i n  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  I do no t  know, be-
cause t h e  f o l d e r  was bu lg inq ,  and i f  t h e r e  was papers  i n  
t h e r e ,  it may have been anyth ing .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a 
f a t  b rochure ,  it was j u s t  a mani la  f o l d e r  l a v i n g  t h e r e .  
And when he tapped t h e  f o l d e r  he may have been r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  f o l d e r  o r  t o  h i s  desk.  

Q- Could it have been a mani la  f o l d e r  wi th  a  paper  
l i k e  t h a t  i n  it ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  R-2)? 

A. I t  could have,  s i r .  

Q Did you eve r  hea r  any t a l k i n g  around t h e  c l u b s ,  
o r  was anybody i n  t h e  I Corps a r e a ,  which may have caused 
you t o  suspec t  t h a t  something unusyal  took p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  o r  any mention of Son My, o r  My L a i ,  o r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  now h e r e  I don" know whether 
it was--I would say it was probably a week a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
maybe 6 days ,  maybe,9 days ,  b u t  it must have been a week-
day n i g h t ,  because u s u a l l y  every o t h e r  weekend I was a t  d iv-
i s i o n .  And the  174th Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had a h e l i c o p t e r  
company, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  numerical  d e s i q n a t i o n  of t h e  com-
pany, o r  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l  des igna t ion .  They had a suppor t  
h e l i c o p t e r  company t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho, and we d i d n ' t  have any 
c l u b  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  
and I g e n e r a l l y  would qo over  t h e r e  maybe once o r  twice  a  
week, have a couple  of b e e r s  and p l ay  some ca rds .  And I was 
over  one n i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and t h e r e  was some p i l o t s  
s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  b a r ,  and they  were--well,  I want t o  say they  
w e r e  f a l l i n g  down drunk,  b u t  they  had been s i t t i n g  t h e r e  
d r ink ing .  I was s i t t i n g  a t  a t a b l e  having a few b e e r s  and 
t h e  p i l o t s  w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g ,  o r  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h a t ,  they had 
heard  second hand from ano the r  p i l o t  a t  d i v i s i o n  and ' t h i s  
p i l o t ,  from what I picked on t h e  conve r sa t ion ,  had been fly--
i n g  i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker.  And t h e s e  p i l o t s  were 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p i l o t ,  t h i s  source  had t o l d  
them that--had t o l d  him t h a t  American s o l d i e r s  s h o t  Viet -
namese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Barker a r e a  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  t hey  may have s a i d  My L a i ,  I - - to  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge, I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  they--I do 
remember--I d i d n ' t  hea r  t h e  whole conve r sa t ion ,  because they 
had a t a p e  deck i n  t h e r e ,  music p l ay ing  and o t h e r  people  t a l k -
ing .  Sometime they  r a i s e  t h e r e  v o i c e ,  and I l i s t e n e d  t o  what 
they  w e r e  s ay ing ,  b u t  I was eavesdroppinq,  s o  t o  speak,  and 
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they d i d  say t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been s h o t .  And t h i s  was 
p r i o r  t o  my going t o  d i v i s i o n  and t a l k i n a  t o  t he  G5. 

Q- P u t t i n g  those  two t o g e t h e r  should have aroused 
your c u r i o s i t y  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  s h o u l d n ' t  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  I wanted--when 
I was up t o  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  was one of t h e  t h i n g s  I wanted 
t o  d i s c u s s  w i th  t h e  G5, when I went i n  t h e r e .  And be fo re  
I eve r  had a--the minute I s a l u t e d ,  he po in t ed  a f i n g e r  
a t  me, and then  of course  went through what we j u s t  d i s -
cussed,  my conve r sa t ion  wi th  t h e  G 5 .  

Q Did you eve r  g e t . a r o u n d  t o  t e l l i n g  him about 
t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  L e t  me s a y ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I 
r e l a t e d  t h i s  t o  him o r  n o t ,  on t h a t  day,  I may have men-
t ioned  it t o  him t h a t  I had heard t h i s  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l .  

Q Did you eve r  g e t  ho ld  of t h e s e  p i l o t s  and g e t
them o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  an3 f i n d  o u t  what t h e  h e l l  they  were 
t a l k i n g  about?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q. I s n ' t  t h e  handl ing  and p r o t e c t i o n  of c i v i l i a n s  
one of your  r e s p o n s i b l e  a r e a s ?  

A. Well i n  a s e n s e ,  s i r ,  b u t  we had a s t a n d a r d  pro-
cedure i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  whenever something happened wi th  c iv -
i l i a n s .  S ince  I had no way of knowing, t h e  l i n e  u n i t s  would 
always c a l l  me, and they were r e a l l y  good about  t h i s ,  and 
gee almost--you know, every week, sometimes i f  t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of a c t i v i t y  going on ,  every o t h e r  day,  I ' d  g e t  something 
i n  from one of t h e  l i n e  u n i t s .  I ' m  s u r e  i n  my t e n u r e  t h e r e ,  
every l i n e  u n i t ,  a t  one t ime o r  ano the r ,  would zap somebody 
i n  t h e r e  f o r  some reason o r  ano the r  and t h e  m e r e  thought 
of t h i s  t o  m e  w a s  j u s t  l ud i c rous .  You know, I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
cons ider  it--it was something you j u s t  shove o u t  of your 
mind, it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  happen. And I f i g u r e d ,  t h a t  i f  it 
happened, I ' d  be  t h e  f i r s t  one t o  know about it, from t h e  
u n i t s  themselves because--in o t h e r  words, i f  t h e r e  i s  any-
th inq  invo lv ing  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e y ' d  g e t  me s o  f a s t  t o  g e t  
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them o u t  of t h e i r  h a i r  t h a t  sometime t h e y ' d  d r i v e  m e  c razy .  
I ' d  have a l l  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  c a l l i n g  me a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
wanting me t o  come g e t  people ,  o r  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  had been involved some way. 

Q. The way I look a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  i s  
t h a t  you have expla ined  it t o  t h e  p o l n t  where t h e s e  f e l l ows  
had been d r i n k i n g ,  they  were j u s t  qa s s inq ,  and you j u s t  d i d n ' t  
pay a damn b i t  of a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. You're i n d i c a t e d  what 
a g r e a t  f e e l i n g  you had concerning t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and t h i s ,  
and t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime you d i d n ' t  

, f e e l  t h a t  you should t r a c k  t h i s  t h i n g  down any f u r t h e r .  

A. Only t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I made a n o t e ,  t h a t  t h e  
nex t  t i m e  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  G 5  I ' m  going t o  p o i n t  t h i s  o u t .  

Q Well ,  what would he know about? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  happens,  o r  i f  
something b i g  happens,  d i v i s i o n  has g o t  t o  find--ought t o  
know about it through t h e  cha in  of command and t h e  G 5  i s  
my next  s t a f f  jump i n  the 5 s e c t i o n .  

Q But d i d  you go t o  t h e  S2  o r  d i d  you go t o  t h e  
S3 o r  d i d  you go t o  anybody t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was va l -
i d i t y  t o  t h i s ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q- You're g o t  q u i t e  an a l l e q a t i o n  a g a i n s t  your own 
command, and you j u s t  t h i n k ,  w e l l  i t ' s  j u s t  a bunch of guys 
t a l k i n g ,  and you i n d i c a t e d  it i s  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  
only  you d i d n ' t  want t o  accep t  it. But you d i d  nothing? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  t o  
remember and r e c a l l ,  I d i d n ' t  approach any of our--should 
I say  my s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  i n  b r igade  o r  t h e  o t h e r  
members of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f ,  and b r i n g  t h i s  up t o  them, 
an3 i f  I d i d  it d o e s n ' t  make any--I have no impress ion t o  t h i s  
day as t o  what t h e  response was. I f  i n  pas s ing  o r  i n  con-
v e r s a t i o n  I e v e r  mentioned it t o  some one,  t h e  response was--
i f  t h e r e  was a response--was one which made no impress ion on 
m e .  Nothing I remember t o  t h i s  day. 
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Q 1 t h i n k  i t ' s  a r a t h e r  l o g i c a l  assumption t h a t  
i f  your h e a r i n g  was s o  good you could hea r  t h a t  and you 
could remember what you heard i n  t h e  c l u b  of t h e  Dolphins,  
and t h e  Sharks over  t h e r e ,  t h a t  if you took t h a t  up wi th  
somebody, you 'd  remember t h a t  too .  

A.  I would say  s o ,  s i r ,  

Q- So t h e  chances of you t a k i n g  it up, I would 
say ,  a r e  extemely s l i m .  But I c a n ' t  unders tand why you 
d i d n ' t  t a k e  it up w i t h  somebody, o r  why you d i d n ' t  p r e s s  
the  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r .  This  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of every-
body, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  you, i n  such a s e n s i t i v e  s p o t ,  a s  
t h e  5. I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h i s  aga in .  

What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Colonel  ANISTRAN-
SKI, w e r e  t hey  good working r e l a t i o n s  o r  were t hey  r a t h e r  
p r e t e n t i o u s ?  

A. I ' d  say  it g y r a t e d ,  s i r .  Sometimes they were 
very good, and o t h e r  t i m e s  they  were--we d i d n ' t  g e t  a long 
too  w e l l ,  t o g e t h e r .  I t  v a r i e d  on a s i t u a t i o n .  Many t i m e s ,  
he would g e t  one p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t ,  push i t ,  and cont inue  
t o  s t a y  on m e ,  about t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  when I --
sometimes I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  he unders tood my problem, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a t e r i a l  procurement,  b u t  I ' d  s a y ,  g e n e r a l l y  
our  re la t ionship--working r e l a t i o n s h i p  was good. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you had some d i s -
cuss ion  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  go i n t o  
t he  d e t a i l s  of  t ime ,  and p l a c e ,  and what was s a i d .  

A. Colonel  BARKER came back t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  he came hack from Task Force 
Barker ,  b u t  t h e r e  was an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  when he dropped 
t h a t  command, became t h e  b r igade  execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  Now, 
whether he was b r igade  exec on o r d e r s ,  o r  whether he was 
j u s t  f i l l i n g  i n  u n t i l  he g o t  h i s  own b a t t a l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  
know. But ,  t h e  pe r iod  of time must have been i n  l a t e  
April-May, because he d i d  go,  I b e l i e v e  i n  l a t e  May, o r  
middle of May, o r  sometime--to go up t o  t a k e  command of 
t h e  4/3.  

Now, I f i r s t  worked f o r  Colonel  B A M E R  i n  
Hawaii, a t  t h a t  t i m e  when I f i r s t  m e t  him, he was t h e  
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b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e n  he came up t o  become t h e  
b r i g a d e  S3, and t h i s  p robab ly  i n  August of 1967,  and I work-
ed f o r  him a s  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  and I r e a l l y  enjoyed working 
f o r  him. H e  was a r e a l  f i n e  man t o  work f o r  and I r e a l l y  
g o t  to--I drew c l o s e  t o  him--I l i k e  him a  whole l o t  and he 
was r e a l  f a i r  and never  bucked t h e  paperwork back.  I f  you 
d i d  a s t u d y ,  h e ' d  c a l l  you i n  and s ay  it was good, and r a r e -
l y  d i d  he eve r - - r a r e ly  d i d  he e v e r  c a l l  you i n  u n l e s s  he 
had some p r a i s e  f o r  you. 

And t h e n ,  when he  took over  a s  t h e  XO, I asked 
him abou t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  And t h e  reason  I asked  him about  
t h i s  t h i n g ,  w a s  I gene ra l l y - - i n  t h e  day t o  day a c t i v i t i e s ,  
I ' d  a lmos t  complete ly  f o r g o t t e n  about  t h i s  t h i n g  and I 
was s i t t i n g  up i n  t h e  hootch one n i g h t ,  and I was r ead ing  
t h e  book t h e  kise and F a l l  of  t h e  Th i rd  Reich. And I was 
u e t t i n a  i n t o  t h e  p a r t  abou t  t h e  German a t r o c i t i e s ,  and t h i s  
Grongei  my mind a- l i t t l e  b i t ,  abou t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and I--as 
I s a i d ,  it s o r t  of bo the red  m e ,  and I s a i d ,  " H e l l ,  you know 
t h i s  i s  r i d i c u l o u s ,  I ' m  j u s t  going t o  go and a s k  t h e  c o l o n e l  
whether t h i s  t h i n g  h a s  any t r u t h , "  b u t  I deba ted  t h i s  f o r  
a couple  of days--now because ,  he  i s  a c o l o n e l  and he was 
a l s o  my b o s s ,  my ra ter ,  and--. I f i g u r e d  I ' d  ask  him, be-
cause  I knew him, and I was r e a l  c l o s e  t o  him, he l i k e d  m e ,  
and I h e l d  him in - -g r ea t  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  man, and s o  t h i s  
conve r sa t i on  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  m e s s  h a l l  p r i o r  t o  d i n n e r .  
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  day ,  b u t  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  it was i n  t h e  
month of  May. And p r i o r  t o  d i n n e r  t h e  o f f i c e r s - - t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s ,  would make s m a l l  t a l k ,  have a b e e r  o r  d r i n k ,  and 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  I j u s t  made up my mind, I was go ing  t o  
ask  him, and I asked him, " i f  I cou ld  t a l k  t o  him." And h e  
s a i d ,  "You c e r t a i n l y  c a n , "  and he came ove r  t h e r e  t o  my 
s i d e ,  and I j u s t  asked him. I s a i d ,  " S i r , "  I s a i d ,  " I  have 
heard  a couple  of  rumors ,"  and I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI h e r e ,  and I s a i d ,  "I hea rd  a couple  of  t h i n g s  
about  Task Force  Ba rke r ,  when you had t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e ,  k i l -
l i n g  c i v i l i a n s , "  and I s a i d ,  " I  j u s t  want t o  know d i d  t h i s  
a c t u a l l y  happen." And he j u s t  a--well he looked l i k e  I 
had s l apped  him you know, and he  s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  r i d i c u l o u s , "  
you know, he s a i d ,  "The Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army d o e s n ' t  o p e r a t e  
t h i s  way, w e  d o n ' t  make war on i nnocen t  peop le  and t h a t .  I 
a s  commander, c e r t a i n l y  had no knowledge of any th ing  l i k e  
t h i s  happening,  and i f  it d i d  happen, I wou ldn ' t  condone 
any a c t i v i t y  of t h i s  t y p e ,  you know, on t h e  p a r t  of my 
s o l d i e r s , "  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  And t h a t  was t h e  end 
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of the-.-our conve r sa t ion  p e r t a h i n g  t o  t h a t ,  and he jus t - -
I walked away, and I thanked him, and walked on. 

Q- Did you, a t  t h a t  t ime ,  r e l a t e  t o  him what you'd
heard a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s ,  o r  d i d  you r e l a t e  t o  him what 
you'd heard over  i n  t h e  c lub  of t h e  174th ,  d i d  you g i v e  him 
some s p e c i f i c s ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  I r e c a l l ,  and I ' m  s u r e  it was t o  Colonel  
BARKER I r e l a t e d  the--what ANISTRANSKI, Colonel  ANISTRANSKI 
s a i d ,  I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  I d i d ,  and he s a i d ,  "The man's c r a z y , "  
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what he s a i d ,  
b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I r e l a t e d  t h a t  t o  Colonel  BARKER. I n  t h i n k i n g  
back about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and I know I r e l a t e d  t h a t  t o  somebody, 
and I ' m  p o s i t i v e  it must have been Colonel  BARKER, because I 
know I never  walked up t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, and s a i d  t h i s  
t o  him. So it had t o  be Colonel  BARKER. 

Q Did you t e l l  him about  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  over  i n  
t h e  c lub?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I g e n e r a l l y  d i smissed  t h a t  because,  
t h e s e  guys w e r e  d r i n k i n g ,  and t h e r e  a r e  s o  many war s t o r i e s  
and s t u f f  f l y i n g  around one of  t h e s e  c l u b s ,  t h a t  I j u s t  a--
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  pu t  t o o  much s t o c k  i n  t h a t ,  o t h e r  t h a n ,  t o  
make a mental  n o t e  f o r  my own pe r sona l  b e n e f i t ,  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  
G 5  about  i t --mention it t o  t h e  G 5 .  

MR MACCRATE: Captain  KESHEL, you t o l d  us  about your r e c o l -
l e c t i o n  of v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  t h a t  occur red  many months ago, and 
you have been a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  some t h i n g s  i n  cons ide rab le  de-
t a i l .  I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e x t e n t ,  which i n  t h e  in te r :  
vening p e r i o d ,  you had occas ion  t o  t a l k  about t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
o r  perhaps ,  you wrote  l e t t e r s  t o  people  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and you 
looked a t  t h e s e  t o  r e f r e s h  y o u r s e l f .  Going back now, t o  t h e  
morning of 1 6  March, j u s t  how was i t ,  when t h e  C I D  came and 
t a l k e d  t o  you e a r l i e r  t h i s  month, t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  i n  some d e t a i l  what you w e r e  doing on t h a t  p a r t i c -
u l a r  morning. J u s t  h e l p  m e  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  
i n t o  i t s  frame of r e f e r e n c e  f o r  you, you were a b l e  t o  s a y ,  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  morning t h a t  you d i d  n o t  g e t  o u t  on t h e  
road u n t i l  l a te r  on,  why t h a t  morning? 

A. W e l l . .  .. 
Q. I r e a l i z e  i s  has  been a long t i m e - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand your q u e s t i o n .  W e l l ,  
number one,  I can remember some of t h e  even t s  of  t h e  day,  par-
t i c u l a r l y  t he  TOC, because t h a t  was one of t h e  b i g g e s t  a c t i o n s  
we had--well it was t h e  b i g q e s t  one t o  d a t e ,  a f t e r  being i n  
Vietnam 4 months. Genera l ly ,  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  t h e  r i f l e  
companies of t h e  b r i g a d e ,  would run around a l l  day,  o r  a l l  
week, and t h e y ' d  k i l l  10 o r  12--the average d a i l y  k i l l  o r  body 
count would be r e a l l y  small cons ide r ing  t h e  number of f o r c e s  
t h a t  were o p e r a t i n g ,  and t h a t  t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y ,  had been 
picked c l e a n  of m i l i t a r y  o rgan ic  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e s ,  o r  enemy 
organized u n i t s .  

So i n i t i a l l y ,  it s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind, because 
t h a t  w a s  t h e  day t h e  b r igade  r e a l l y  k i l l e d ,  o r  g o t  i n t o  a 
good f i g h t  and k i l l e d  a l o t  of enemy. T h a t ' s  t h e  i n i t i a l  t h i n g  
t h a t  I can remember because I walked i n  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c -
u l a r  day and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' d  eve r  been the re - - tha t  I 
can recal l ,  walking i n  t h e r e  and s e e i n g  more than  j u s t  one VC 
l i s t e d  dead,  s o  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, t hey  had a b i g  body 
count .  That s t i c k s  i n  my mind. I a l s o  remember going i n t o  
TOC on t h a t  day,  because a s  I s a i d ,  I was good f r i e n d s  w i t h  Cap-' 
t a i n  HENDERSON, and t h e  S5 t a k e s  a l o t  of gas  down i n  t h e  
b r igade .  Everybody r i b s  them, because everybody is  o u t  t h e r e  
w i th  a miss ion t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy, and y o u ' r e  o u t  t h e r e  w i th  , 
t h e  miss ion t o  hand o u t  candy b a r s ,  and soap ,  and b u i l d  schools  
and s t u f f ,  s o  you t a k e  a l o t  of f r i e n d l y  r i bb ing .  And Captain  
HENDERSON used t o  k i d  me l i k e  t h i s ,  and on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  
I remember I walked i n t o  t h e  TOC, and he s lapped  m e  on t h e  back 
and s a i d ,  "How you doing t h e r e  S5,"  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re .  
So I remember t h a t .  

Those two t h i n g s  more o r  l e s s  t i e  it t o g e t h e r .  
And I remember t h e  f a c t  t h e  road--I 'd  c a l l  up t h e  TOC every  
morning and g e n e r a l l y  by 0830 t h e  roads  open, o r  9 o ' c l o c k  
a t  t h e  l a tes t .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day it was l a t e  g e t t i n g  
open f o r  some r eason ,  whether t h e  eng inee r s  w e r e  f i n d i n g  a 
l o t  of mines, o r  whether t hey  g o t  o u t  l a t e ,  whatever it i s ,  
and I t o l d  Sergeant  PEDSPUSH, I s a i d ,  " I 'm j u s t  going t o  walk 
over  t o  TOC and s e e  i f  t h e  roads  open", f o r  a l l  t h e  c i r c u i t s  
were busy when I t r i e d  t o  c a l l .  And I walked over  t o  TOC, 
and I remember t h a t ,  because u s u a l l y  I never went i n t o  TOC, 
maybe once a week I ' d  go i n  t h e r e ,  you know, t o  g e t  a h e l i -
cop te r  f l i g h t  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  And g e n e r a l l y  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  t i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  I s a y ,  s t a y s  i n  my mind. 

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  j u s t  about any day you went i n  
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t h e r e ,  you 'd  r u n  i n t o  Cap ta in  HENDERSON, and h e ' d  s a y ,  "How you 
do ing  S5. "  I d o n ' t  see a n y t h i n g ,  t h a t  would r e a l l y  q r a b  h o l d  
of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h a t .  Whether o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  went on 
i n  t h e r e ,  o r  b e i n g  d e l a y e d  i n  g e t t i n q  o u t  on t h e  r o a d ,  t h i s  
c o u l d  happen any day ,  t h e s e  must have  happened o t h e r  days .... 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why a r e  you s o  s u r e  t h a t  it was 
t h i s  day t h a t  you were d e l a y e d  because  t h e y  h a d n ' t  g o t  t h e  
road  c l e a r e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  because-- to  g e n e r a l l v  answer your  q u e s t i o n s  
I ' v e  g o t  a p r e t t y  good memory, and vou g i v e  m e  any t i m e  f rame 
of 30 days  i n  Vietnam, and I can g e n e r a l l y  t e l l  you what I was 
do ing ,  and where I was do ing  it a t ,  a f t e r  a y e a r  and a h a l f .  
I n  o t h e r  words ,  I can g e n e r a l l y  s a y  which p r o j e c t s  I was working 
on ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  go inq  t o  work, and t h e  t i m e  you q u i t  
and come back ,  and t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  you qo th rough  everyday.  B u t  
the- -o ther  t h a n  t h e  f a c t - - t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I can w r i t e  t h a t  o f f  
t o ,  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I have  a p r e t t y  good r e c a l l .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  anyone o t h e r  t h a n  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, 
who was i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  morning? 

A .  No. 

Q. Do you remember any v i s i t o r s  t o  LZ Bronco t h a t  
day? 

A .  No, because  I s p e n t  most of t h e  day o f f  of t h e  
LZ Bronco go ing  abou t  my normal d u t i e s ,  which i s  s u p e r v i s i n g  
p r o j e c t s .  

Q. Do you have  anv r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a v i s i t ,  a b o u t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  by a t h r e e - s t a r ,  g e n e r a l ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  you 've  g o t  p r e t t y  good r e c a l l  y o u ' v e  been 
t e l l i n g  me? 

A. W e l l  i f  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  sir--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  B u t ,  t h i s  i s  someone who s p e n t  a 
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l i t t l e  t2:me a t  LZ Bronco, and i f  you 've  g o t  such  good r e c a l l - -

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  We had a t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l  v i s i t  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  do you know who he was, and when he was 
t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was General  BEACH, s i r ,  and I b e l i e v e  
he came about 31 March. 

Q - A l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  month, do you remember 
ano the r  t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l  be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. I n  t h e  month of March? 

Q. I n  t h e  month of March. 

A. No, s i r ,  I remember General  BEACH'S v i s i t ,  and I 
remember General  WESTMORELAND'S v i s i t .  I t  depends on t h e  t ime 
of t h e  v i s i t ,  t h e  day of t h e  v i s i t ,  I may o r  may n o t  have been 
t h e r e ,  I may have been a t  d i v i s i o n  o r  some p l ace .  

Q You looked a t  E x h i b i t  R-2 a few minutes ago,  and 
you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  paragraph,  t h e  recommendation, 
paragraph 16 ,  t h e r e  a r e  some m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  
and I wondered t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which any p a r t  of t h a t  was n o t  
inc luded  i n  t h e  SOP which you say you drew up? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  p a r t  about teams,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was n o t  
mentioned i n  t h e  SOP. There were p o l i c e  teams a v a i l a b l e  and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  teams b u t  they  were--generally you had t o  re-
q u e s t  them on a l o t  of l e a d  t ime and I b e l i e v e  t h e  M I  De-
tachment handled i n t e l l i g e n c e  and p o l i c e  teams--did t h e  co-
o r d i n a t i n g  f o r  them. Medical teams were simply beyond ou r  
c a p a b i l i t i e s - - t o  have a medical  team, o t h e r  t han  a smal l  
MEDCAP o u t  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  surgeon,  and t h e  company medics. 
I had a PSYOP t e a m ,  two men down t h e r e  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  which 
w a s  one team f o r  t h e  whole b r i g a d e ,  and then  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
t o u r  of duty--almost toward t h e  end of t h e  t o u r ,  w e  p icked up 
and w e r e  a b l e  t o  g ive  each b a t t a l i o n  a loudspeaker  team. 

a - W e l l ,  was Colonel  BARKER f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  SOP 
you had prepared? 

A. I would say  i t ' s  a l o g i c a l  assumption he read  it. 
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I never  asked him, i f  he was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t ,  of  cou r se .  

Q- And t h e  one, you wro t e  was i nc luded  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e
SOP, was i t ?  

A. Which, t h a t  I wro t e ,  s i r ?  

Q W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had w r i t t e n  a g e n e r a l  
SOP--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  was an  annex 
t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  SOP, and I p repa red  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
and PSYOP annexes t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  SOP. 

Q. You s t a t e d  a t  one p o i n t ,  t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  
evacuated from t h e r e ,  t o  Duc Pho on 16 March, and you i n d i c a t e d  
t h i s  w i t h  some3as su rance .  Did you t a l k  w i t h  any d e t a i n e e s ,  
t h a t  w e r e  b rough t  o u t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  Barker ,  
a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  f rame,  16 t o  19 March 1968? 

A. No, s ir .  I say  t h i s  w i t h  some a s su rance ,  because  
du r ing  my e n t i r e  t i m e  a s  t h e  S 5  when I had the--when w e  c a r r i e d  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  AO, sometimes w e  had it, and sometime w e  d i d n ' t ,  
b u t  n o t  on ly  d u r i n g  t h e  t e n u r e  of Task Force  Barker- - that  t i m e  
frame--but d u r i n g  my e n t i r e  t o u r ,  I can neve r  remember one i n c i d e n t  
where any c i v i l i a n  was medevac'd o u t  of  t h e r e  t o  Duc Pho. I 
can remember i n c i d e n t s  where c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  t aken  o u t  of t h e r e  
t o  Chu L a i ,  which was much c l o s e r .  

Q. W e l l  you a r e  making t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  medevac'd 
out--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  n o t  j u s t  t h a t ,  f o r  r e fugee  
purposes ,  o r  medical  t r e a t m e n t  purposes ,  i n  o t h e r  words a cas-
u a l t y ,  a medevac. 

Q. I t  i s  o u r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  d e t a i n e e s  
b rcugbt  o u t  from t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a ,  t h a t  day. 

A .  You see, I wou ldn ' t  see them, u n l e s s  t h e r e  was a 
so l a t i um payment invo lved .  Now, t h e  on ly  t i m e  I g o t  invo lved  
wi th  peop le  t h a t  were evacua.t.ed w e r e ,  number one,  t h e  r e f u g e e s ,  
i f  they  needed a p l a c e  t o  l i v e  it was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
f i n d  therc. s h e l . t e r  i n  one of my l o c a l  r e fugee  camps. O r  i f  
they had a wound o r  s o ~ ~ e t h i n qt h a t  would c a l l  f o r  payment of 
so l a t i um t h e n  I--
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a ~ k e dhim Tf t hey  had k i l l e d  any c i v i l i a n s  up there. I ' m  
reasonably s u r e  I mentioned it t o  him t h a t  n i g h t .  I know I 
mentioned it t o  one person and I ' m  s u r e  it was Colonel  BARKER. 
~t had t o  be ,  because when I asked him about t h i s ,  and 1 men-
t ioned  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had heard  rumors, I t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  
was what I ' d  hea rd .  And o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  I never  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I mentioned it t o  anybody e l s e .  

Q a  And you t e l l  us t h a t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI, i n  words 
and subs tance  s a i d  t o  you, Task Force Barker i s  i n  b i g  t r o u b l e  
and t h e  e n t i r e  1 1 t h  Brigade maybe i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ,  and 
never from t h a t  t ime u n t i l  January of 1970, w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
s i n g l e  excep t ion  of having spoken t o  Colonel  BARKER i n  a con-
v e r s a t i o n  i n  t h e  m e s s  h a l l  one evening,  d i d  you mention t h i s  
t o  anyone a t  anytime? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q =  You have a t tempted t o  f i x  t h e  d a t e  of t h a t  con-
v e r s a t i o n  wi th  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI. I want you t o  be very  
c a r e f u l  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  You s a i d  you went t o  Chu La i  on 
a l t e r n a t e  weekends f o r  f i s c a l  r ea sons ,  t o  p i ck  up money, a s  
I unders tand it. And t h a t  you would f i x  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t  
a s  be ing  e i t h e r  weekend of 2 2 ,  23 March o r  29, 30 March, now 
t h e r e  may be  cons ide rab le  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  d a t e s  h e r e ,  and 
I j u s t  want t o  be c l e a r  i n  my own mind, how c l e a r  you a r e .  
You t o l d  us you have a very  good memory, you have cons ide rab le  
r e c a l l  of t i m e s  and p l a c e s ,  and I would l i k e  t o  know how you 
f i x  it a s  be ing  one of t h o s e  weekends, a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 
a weekend i n  A p r i l ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  some o t h e r  t ime? 

A. Because when I averheard  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
t h e  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  c lub  a t  %ha 174 th ,  I made a mental  no t e  t o  
myself that t h e  nex t  t i m e  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  G 5  I ' m  going t o  
mention it t o  him. And t h a t  which I overheard t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
c lub  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  16 March, it may have been 4 days ,  
it may have been a week, o r  9 days.  But ,  I made t h i s  no t e  
t o  myself ,  t h e  nex t  t i m e  I go t o  d i v i s i o n  I ' m  going t o  mention 
it t o  him, I ' l l  go i n  t h e r e  and t a l k  t o  them about  it.  And 
when I went i n  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o  him ahout  it, t h e  nex t  t i m e  
I went up t h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  when he went i n  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  I 
recounted ear l ier .  

Q You s a i d  somethinq about  a p rov ince  be ing  u p s e t ,  
now when he mentioned province ,  do you r e c a l l  how he made t h a t  
r e f e rence?  Province could mean v a r i o u s  t h i n g s .  I t  could 
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mean t h e  adv i so ry  group, it could  mean one of the province  
o f f i c i a l s ,  what k ind  o f  a r e f e r e n c e  d i d  he  make i n  t h i s  re-
s p e c t  a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. He j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  o r  
t h e  Vietnamese prov ince  a r e  concerned about  t h i s  and a r e  
having an i n q u i r y  i n c o  it. H e  d i d n ' t  a--to t h e  b e s t  of my 
a b i l i t y  t o  recall ,  he d i d n ' t  say  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l  h e r e  
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e ,  he j u s t  s a i d  prov ince  o v e r a l l ,  
and when he s a i d  t h i s  I assumed he meant Quang Ngai, because 
t h a t ' s  t h e  prov ince  s e a t .  

Q Now, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  hea r ing  t h a t  from Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI a t  t h i s  t ime i n  1968, do you eve r  remember read-
i n g  o r  hea r ing  o f  Vietnamese province o f f i c i a l s  b e i n g  upse t  
about  an i n c i d e n t  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  and I ' m  ask ing  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
r i g h t  from 1968 up t o  today? Have you e v e r  heard  anyth ing  
about p rov ince  o f f i c i a l s  be ing  upse t ?  

A. A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  o f f i c i a l  documents, publ i -
c a t i o n s  o r  newspapers? 

Q No, anytime you hea rd  of such a th ing .  Whether 
you saw it i n  t h e  newspaper o r  whether you saw it i n  o f f i c i a l  
documents o r  hea rd  it i n  conve r sa t ion  wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  
Vietnam o r  heard  it i n  conve r sa t ion  a f t e r  you came back.  
Have you e v e r  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  upse t  
about  something a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  I never  hea rd  t h a t ,  o t h e r  t han  what he t o l d  
me, t h a t  they  were upse t .  A f t e r  t h a t  conve r sa t ion ,  I never  
heard  anyth ing  about  t h e  f a c t  t h e  Vietnamese were u p s e t  about  
t h i s .  Other t han  t h i s  p a s t ,  you know, summer and f a l l ,  you 
know, when you 'd  p i c k  up a newspaper o r  magazine, it would 
make r e f e r e n c e  t o  a Vietnamese i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and the word 
upset-- the f a c t  t h a t  they  w e r e  upse t  never  appeared i n  p r i n t  
i n  most of  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  I heard  no th ing  about this--saw 
noth ing ,  o r  heard  no th ing  r e f e r e n c e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  o t h e r  t han  
what I r e l a t e d  t o  you, and o t h e r  t han  what I r ead  i n  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  news media. 

Q - Now, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  news media is  concerned,  
you say  you read  about i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by t h e  Vietnamese and 
t h e  f a c t  they  w e r e  looking  i n t o  t h i s  ma t t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  a s  I r ead  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  
Gene ra l ' s  making. 
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Q- And you r e c a l l  what you read  i n  t h i s  r e spec t?  

A. A s  f a r  as--you mean co r robora t ing  wi th  the--what 
I heard e a r l i e r ?  

Q 0 Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I ' v e  seen  s o  much i n  
t h e  paper  that--and i n  s o  many p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  I may read  
the  f i r s t  head l ine ,  and a f e w  paragraphs of it. I usua l ly  
d o n ' t  go i n t o ,  you know, read every th ing  I see i n  t h e  papers 
about i t - -greaf  d e t a i l .  A t  l e a s t  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
I read  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  

Q. Why d i d  you th ink  it was such good advice  from 
a co lone l  t o  be t o l d  n o t  t o  worry about your b r igade  be ing  
perhaps i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e .  You c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h a t  be fo re  
a s  be ing  good advice  i f  your b r igade  r e a l l y  was i n  t r o u b l e ?  

A. W e l l  i t ' s  a--I know what I want t o  say  now, b u t  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine how I want t o  say it. General ly  
speaking,  a s  a young jun io r  o f f i c e r ,  when an o l d e r ,  s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  t e l l s  m e  something, o r  g ives  m e  a p i ece  of advice,  
o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  I c a r r y  them ou t .  T h a t ' s  about t h e  b e s t  way 
I could answer t h a t .  H e  s a i d ,  "Don't worry about it", s o  
I made an assumption,  which I f e e l  was a l o g i c a l  and an 
hones t  and a good assumption. That when he s a i d  i t ' s  being 
taken c a r e  o f ,  t h a t  he means it i s  be ing  taken c a r e  of  a t  
t h e  proper  l e v e l ,  by t h e  proper  people ,  who can s u b j e c t  o r  
provide the--who have t h e  power, s h a l l  w e  s a y ,  o r  t h e  auth-
o r i t y  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o r  t o  change events .  

Q Can you imagine anything t h a t  concerns you more 
deeply than  t h e  G 5  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  say ing  t h a t  your b r igade  
may be i n  s e r i o u s  t rouble?,  This  is  t h a  G 5 ,  you ' r e  t h e  S5 
a t  b r igade  and he s a y s ,  "Oh, don' t worry about i t " ,  and s o  
you j u s t  p u t  t h a t  a l l  t o  one s i d e .  I j u s t ,  q u i t e  f r ank ly  
can 't understand it . 

' A. W e l l ,  he d i d n ' t  say  it that--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That would be t h e  most important  
t h i n g  i n  your  l i f e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i f  he t o l d  you you were 
i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  a t  t h e  b r igade  and it would be something'  
f r o n t  and c e n t e r  i n  your mind. What have I done? What's t h e  
br igade  done i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  which I ' m  r e spons ib le?  This i s  
the  G5 a t  d i v i s i o n .  
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A.  W e l l  s i r ,  he d i d n ' t  s a y  it l i k e ,  "Ha, d o n ' t  worry 
about  it," he  s a i d ,  "Don't  worry about  it. I t  i s  b e i n g  
t aken  care o f .  " H e  d i d n  't laugh  a b u t  it, o r  s m i l e  when he 
s a i d  it, he s a i d ,  " I t ' s  b e i n g  t aken  caxe o f ,  d o n ' t  worry 
about  it." 

Q And you never  hea rd  a n o t h e r  word from him about  
i t ?  

A .  I neve r  h e a r d  a n o t h e r  word from t h e  G 5 .  Now i f  
he had any th ing  t h a t  concerned m e ,  he  most c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  
ca i l  me i n  and g i v e  m e  v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  w r i t t e n  i n -
~ t r ~ c t i o n sp e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  o r  what a c t i o n  I shoti ld 
t a k e  concern ing  t h i s  m a t t e r .  Nobody d i d  from any p o s i t i o n  of  
a u t h o r i t y  who was my s u p e r i o r  i n  any way. 

Q And how long--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E i t h e r  a t  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  l e v e i .  

Q How long  a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI 
was it, b e f o r e  you t a l k e d  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER i n  this conver-
s a t i o n  you 've  recounted  f o r  u s?  

A. I would s ay  a minimum o f  about  5 o r  6 weeks, 
a t  l e a s t .  

Q A r e  you q u i t e  c l e a r  i n  your  mind t h a t  it w a s  
t h a t  l ong  a pe r iod?  

A. The day would be--the day of  it would b e ,  the day 
or t h e  n e x t  day ,  a f t e r  h e  came back from R & R .  Because, I d i s -
t i n c t l y  remember t h e  c o l o n e l  took R&R and when he  came back ,  
he was XO. H e  went on R & R  t o  Hawaii ,  and w e  a l l  knew when he 
w a s  coming back he  was going t o  t a k e  command of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  
t h e  4 / 3 .  And I remember he came back from R & R ,  he s p e n t  a 
couple  of days i n  Duc Pho, and it was one of t h o s e  days I 
t a l k e d  t o  him. Now when he  c a m e  back e x a c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  remember, 
b u t  I 'm p o s i t i v e  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  month o f  May, and t h a t  would 
make it 5 o r  6 weeks a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occu r r ed  w i t h  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI. 

Q. Now one f i n a l  q u e s t i o n .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your  
comments about  Colonel  BARKER, I unders tood you t o  s ay  t h a t  
it w a s  rare f o r  him t o  c a l l  you i n  u n l e s s  he had p r a i s e  f o r  yo^. 
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~ i d n ' the e v e r  t a k e  a c r i t i c a l  view about anything and c a l l  
a fe l low i n  t o  chew him ou t?  

A. H e  had t o  be without--now I ' v e  been i n  t h e  Army 
about 7 yea r s  and 3 months, I ' v e  been a commissioned o f f i c e r  
f o r  about 6 yea r s  and 3 months. Without a doubt ,  wi thout  
a--for a l l  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  I have eve r  worked f o r  Colonel 
BARKER had t o  be t h e  e a s i e s t  man I eve r  worked f o r ,  i n  every 
r e spec t .  

Q- He was most agreeable?  

A. Not ag reeab le ,  he j u s t  never ,  f o r  example, i n  
Hawaii when he took over  t h e  S 3  shop, I t h i n k  our  working 
hours w e r e  8 t o  5; 0730 t o  1630, one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  But some-
t i m e  you could come i n  a t  9 o ' c lock ,  h e ' d  never c a l l  you i n  
and say,  "look you'd be t t e r . - - "h i s  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  
you d i d  your work and g o t  your work done, f i n e .  Because of-- 
t h e  reason I remember t h i s  i s  my worse f a u l t  i s  I ' m  prone 
t o  overs leep .  I ' v e  j u s t  been t h a t  way s i n c e  I been i n  
school ,  j u s t  a k i d .  And I ' v e  g o t t e n  a l o t  b e t t e r  over--at  
it over  t h e  y e a r s ,  having been s tood  on t h e  c a r p e t  f o r  it, 
b u t  every now and then  I ' m  s t i l l  prone t o  do it. And I 
know one day, I came i n  l a t e  and I--the co lone l  c a l l e d  m e  
i n  and I thought he was going t o  c a l l  m e  i n  t o  chew m e  o u t ,  
and i n  f a c t ,  I went i n  and apologized t o  him f o r  be ing  la te ,  
and he s a i d ,  "Well, y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  your work done, d o n ' t  
worry about  it. " 

What I mean, he j u s t  was never c r i t i c a l .  He . 
would never c a l l  you i n  and g r i n d  something o u t ,  l i k e  a l o t  
of co lone l s  do, and say  t h i s  s t i n k s ,  i t ' s  t e r r i b l e ,  i t ' s  n o t  
what I want,  I want it t h i s  way. Now you take  a r e p o r t  i n ,  
i t ' s  5 o r  6 pages ,  a s t a f f , s t u d y ,  you pu t  it on h i s  desk,  h e ' d  
read it over ,  never  change a word--at l e a s t  i n  my work, f o r  
the  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  he may have--he'd look it ove r ,  h e ' d  
say i t ' s  good, h e ' d  s i g n  it, and h e ' d  throw it i n  h i s  box, 
o r  hand it back t o  you, and s a y ,  i t ' s  a r e a l  good p iece  
of work. And I t h i n k  everybody t h a t  worked f o r  him l i k e d  
him. H e  was a r e a l  sha rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  most co lone l s  I worked 
f o r  having been i n  t h e  Army 20 y e a r s .  H e  wasn ' t  hard  b i t t e n .  
And w e l l ,  r e a l l y  h e ' s  j u s t  a g r e a t  guy t o  work f o r .  You know 
he gave you maximum leadway a s  f a r  a s  be ing  on h i s  s t a f f .  
While you were on h i s  s t a f f  he  would g ive  you maximum lead- 
way, he 'd  g ive  you a broad gene ra l  guidance on r e p o r t s  and 
you'd do it and h e ' d  always s i g n  it. O r  always a--he was 
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I ' l l  show you t h e  i t e m  3 9 ,  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  page, which 
I have i n d i c a t e d  f o r  you, and you w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  r i g h t -
h a l ~ dcolumn, t h i s  i s  t h e  a c t i o n  taken column, t h i s  in format ion  
was passed t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

(Hands e x h i b i t  t o  w i t n e s s . )  

T h i s  was on 16 March. I ' l l  ask you i f  t h i s  i n -
format ion was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. My copy he re  i t ' s  qu i t e - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  it i s ,  i t ' s  a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Does it say  tha t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Bronco r e p o r t s  t h a t  some--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Body count t h a t  none--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Body count  was--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  None of t h e  body count--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. T h a t ' s  Bravo Company. 

A. Oh, B Company? 

Q That  's  r i g h t .  

A .  Reports  t h a t  none of  t h e  body count ,  r e p o r t e d  by 
h i s  u n i t ,  were women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q. That  ' s  r i g h t .  

A. C Company r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately 1 0  t o  11 
women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ,  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gun-
s h i p s .  These were n o t  inc luded  i n  t h e  body count .  

Q. Yes. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Would you have any reason  why t h i s ,  having been 
c a l l e d  i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  a c t i o n  taken ,  
would n o t  appear  i n  t h e  l o g  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 
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A. Well, I d i d n ' t  genera l ly  read the--I d i d n ' t  main-
t a i n  a log ,  t h e  TOC maintained a log  I know, t h e  S2 and the  
S3'maintained it, I th ink  they maintained it i n  the  TOC. 

Q- I t  looks Pike they normally maintained a j o i n t  
log. 

A. Now, my o f f i c e  d i d  n o t  maintain a log.  Now, I 
never read  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  log  t o  the  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  
t o  r e c a l l ,  i n  f a c t  I used t o  g e t  it everyday, it would come 
through normal s t a f f  rou t ing  procedures,  t h e  INTSUM. . . .  

Q. The I N T S U M ,  yes.  

A. And t h e r e  was two books, I b e l i e v e  one was t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary and t h e  o t h e r  was the  opera t ions . .  .. 
Q* SITREP. 

A. SITREP. Now, these  wou1d"come i n  a green f o l d e r ,  
across  my desk every day on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I f  I had t ime, 
I ' d  read them, bu t  i f  I d i d n ' t  have time I ' d  j u s t  i n i t i a l  
of f  on them and no t  read  them. 

Q W e l l  my ques t ion  t h e r e  i s ,  was t h i s  information 
ever  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. This ,  no s i r ,  I d o n ' t  ever  r eca l l - -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Were you ever  aware t h a t  on t h e  16th 
o r  c lose  t o  t h a t  time per iod ,  t h a t  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  and such had been repor ted  by C/1/20? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a u ' t  r e c a l l .  I wasn ' t  n o t i f i e d  of 
it. And I s tayed out  of the  opera t ions  b i t  of it. 

Q- I see .  What was t h e  d i v i s i o n  and br igade  pol icy  
with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  burning of houses, hootches,  hamlets ,  and 
o r  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. W e l l  now i n  t h e  RD area--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone? 
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Q I n  t h e  a r e a  genera l ly  considered occupied by t h e  
VC along t h e  Batangan Peninsula  and t o  the  south ,  t h e  coast-
a l  s t r i p ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  t o  remember, i f  I re-
c a l l ,  houses t h a t  were f o r t i f i e d  with,  you know, logs o r  
concre te  and could be used a s  a f i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  they 
could be destroyed.  

Q. What about hootches,  l e t ' s  say,  temporary she l -
t e r s ,  t h a t  would be p u ~i n  t h e  form of a hamlet, o r  t o  house 
a group of people? 

A. The type t h a t  i s  made o'f s t raw and bamboo? 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  type t h a t  you a r e  very f a m i l i a r  
wi th ,  and you saw what they l i v e  in?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  t o  remember, these  types 
of l i v i n g  dwell ings were no t  t o  be f i r e d  i n t o  o r  t o  be put  t o  
t h e  torch .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i v e  o r  pol icy  from t h e  
America1 Divis ion,  t h a t  no b u i l d i n g  would be destroyed with-
o u t  p r i o r  approval of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, o r  one of the 
a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  what I read about t h i s  was 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  concre te ,  permanent o r  semi-permanent s t r u c -
t u r e s .  

Q- Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
being conducted w i t h i n  t h e  b r igade ,  o r  wi th in  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  that--not  a t  t h e  
br igade o r  t a s k  fo rce  l e v e l ,  I was not  made aware, o r  shown 
anything, o r  asked t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any way, i n  any inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  furthermore,  I never read ,  o r  heard v e r b a l l y ,  o r  
read w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  on any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

0. You gave no s ta tement  whatsoever, e i t h e r  o r a l  
o r  w r i t t e n ,  o r  were placed under oa th ,  o r  s igned any kind 
of testimony? 

A. I s igned nothing. And I was no t i f i ed - - I  mean 
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nothing ever  came across  my desk, t h a t  was s t a f f e d  and s a i d ,  
now read t h i s  and add what you 've  go t .  

Q I have he re  Exh ib i t  D-1  which i s  MACV Direc t ive  
20-4. I ' l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph 2 and paragraph 
5a on page 2 .  

(Exhib i t  D - 1  i s  handed t o  wi tness  .I 

A. Paragraph 2 ,  s i r ?  

Q- Paragraph 2, on t h e  f i r s t  page. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

(Witness examines document. ) 

Q- Paragraph 5a on the  second page. 

(Witness examines document. ) 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Are you f a m i l i a r  with the  contents  of these  2 
paragraphs ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I have never read these .  

Q W e l l ,  were you aware of the  f a c t  t h a t  having 
heard of an a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  a s  an o f f i c e r  o r  a s  an 
ind iv idua l  you a r e  respons ib le  f o r  r epor t ing  same? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I never received a r e p o r t  of a spec i f -
i c  i n c i d e n t .  I heard a rumor from people t h a t  had been 
dr inking  a t  a b a r ,  and I d o n ' t  want t o  be accused of being 
a rumor monger. I mean i f  you got--if you ' re  going t o  put--
say ,  w e l l  t h a t  command may have done t h i s ,  you b e t t e r  have 
your f a c t s  toge the r ,  and I had nothing l i k e  t h a t ,  j u s t  a 
couple of h a l f  drunk p i l o t s ,  t a l k i n g  and i f  what they  were 
t a l k i n g  about had any substance o r  no t ,  I d i d n ' t  know. When 
I went t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  check through with t h e  G 5 ,  he d i d n ' t  
give me any r e p o r t  t h a t  says ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a t  t h i s  t ime, 
these  people d i d  something. He j u s t  made a very broad, vague 
ges ture  t h a t  Task Force Barker was i n  t r o u b l e ,  f o r  what 's  
been going on i n  t h e  AO. Well, I d o n ' t  know what was going 
on i n  t h e  AO. Was he r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  
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which now looking  back,  I ' m  reasonably s u r e  he may have been,  
o r  a t  t h a t  w a s  he r e f e r r i n g  t o  something e l s e  t h a t  may have 
been going on, c o n f i s c a t i n g  of  c i v i l i a n  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  
make bunkers w i t h ,  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  No f a c t s ,  
no th ing  w i t h  subs t ance  t o  base  a--such a c la im on,  a war 
crime on no th iqg .  I could  go i n  and t e l l  t h e  c o l o n e l  wi thout  
being--making s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  I had no th ing  t o  back up wi th .  
J u s t  a rumor monger i s  a l l  I ' d  be  accused of--of doing.  
Nothing was e v e r  t o l d  t o  m e  t h a t  had any subs t ance  i n  any 
way. 

COL FRANKLIN: Was t h e r e  a l o t  of ,emphasis i n  your  b r i g a d e  
on c i v i l  a f f a i r s  and p a c i f i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There was--now when I say  t h e r e  w a s  
emphasis, now I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e  about  a l l  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  
Vietnam, b u t  I ' d  s a y  t h e  11 th  Brigade was--did more i n  t h e  
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  end t h a n  many u n i t s .  One, I i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  
t roops  p r i o r  t o  d e p a r t u r e  t o  Vietnam. Two, a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  
c a r r i e d  leaf le ts  wi th  them a s  a m a t t e r  of s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  
procedure .  Chieu Hoi type  l e a f  l e t s ,  and reward type  l e a f -
le ts ,  as a matter of  po l i cy .  They would hand t h e s e  o u t  o r  
would drop  them, you know, i n  p l a c e s  where people  would p i ck  
them up. And t h r e e ,  when we g o t  i n t o  Vietnam, t h e  u n i t  t h a t  
w e  r e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  had very u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
medical  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  Vietnamese, t o  h e l p  Vietnamese. What 
they  had c o n s i s t e d  of a t e n t  w i th  a wood f l o o r ,  and no bunks. 
And I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  surgeon,  about t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  
a h o s p i t a l ,  s o  when t h e  people  came i n  we'd have p r o v i s i o n s  
f o r  them. And t h e  General  went r i g h t  a long  wi th  t h i s ,  and 
when w e  b u i l t  t h e  c l e a r i n g  s t a t i o n  t h e r e ,  which w a s  very 
modern one f o r  t h i s  t ype  of  atmosphere, a f i r e  base ,  w e  p u t  
i n  one Vietnamese ward, and I b e l i e v e  w e  had 15  o r  16 beds .  
And w e  made medical  c a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  Vietnamese. They'd 
come i n  w i th  a burn o r  something,  we d i d n ' t  j u s t  throw them 
i n  a t e n t ,  w e  gave them p rope r  medical  c a r e ,  and p u t  them t o  
bed. Now t h e  b r igade  a l s o  b u i l t  s choo l s .  I know whi le  I 
w a s  t h e r e  w e  p u t  up about  e i g h t  s choo l s .  

Q Excuse m e ,  t h o s e  k ind  of a c t i v i t i e s  c e r t a i n l y ,  
school  b u i l d i n g ,  I ' l l  g e t  s p e c i f i c ;  unnecessary harm t o  
c i v i l i a n s  and t h e i r  p rope r ty .  Was your  b r i g a d e  h o t  on t h i s ,  
and i f  s o ,  what form d i d  it t r a n s l a t e  i t s e l f  i n t o ?  
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A. We would of  course--now i n  t h e  SOP, w e  had an SOP 
which gave t h e  guidance,  b u t  t h e  c o l o n e l  h imse l f ,  p u t  emphasis 
on t h i s .  I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  one t ime I had a--we w e r e  
paying sola t iurns  and I don" know, I counted t h a t  t h e r e  were 
about 30 payments of  so l a t i ums  f o r  gunshot wounds and I men-
tioned--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i r t y  payments? 

A. Not a t  one t ime,  t h i s  was over  a pe r iod  o f ,  I 
t h i n k  of  8 months, I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was i n  August o r  some-
t i m e s  8 o r  9 months. I t  was 2 7  o r  32 payments of  s o l a t i u m  
f o r  gunshot  wounds and most of them--the c i rcumstance involved 
h e r e ,  would be  engaging VC, o r  r e t u r n  f i r e  a t  VC, and rounds 
sometimes from t h e  VC would wound a c i v i l i a n ,  and t h e y ' d  
b r i n g  them i n ,  and t h e y ' d  medevac them back w i t h  a gunshot 
wound, because t h e  co lone l  had a p o l l c y  i f  a c i v i l i a n  w a s  
wounded you medevac them. Th i s  i s  what he wanted, t h i s  w a s  
i n  my b r i g a d e  SOP f o r  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be medevac'd back t o  t h e  c l o s e s t  p o i n t  where t h e y ' d  g e t  medical  
a t t e n t i o n .  And most o f  t h e  t i m e s  i t  w a s  Duc Pho and t h e  S5 
w a s  n o t i f i e d  s o  t h a t  h e  could pay s o l a t i u m  and see t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  t aken  care o f ,  and t h e n  t a k e n  back t o  t h e i r  homes. 

Now, t h i s  was i n  t h e  Brigade SOP, s o  when I say  
it was a p o l i c y ,  it w a s  b r i g a d e  p o l i c y .  And I know o f  one 
t i m e  i n  August,  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  August o r  September, I 
was going ove r  t h i s  s o l a t i u m  t h i n g ,  and I mentioned t o  t h e  
co lone l  tha t  it seemed t h a t  w e  were a l i t t l e  h i g h ,  and he 
mentioned it t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders a t  one of h i s  
b r i e f i n g s .  And a l l  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, boy, they  
r e a l l y  g o t  down on me, now they  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  you know w e  g o t  
l i e u t e n a n t s  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  o r  r i f l e  company 
commanders o u t  there w i t h  t h e  companies, h e ' d  g e t  f i r e  from 
a v i l l a g e ,  h e ' s  g o t  t o  r e t u r n  f i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  command, 
and when t h i s  happens, perhaps a c i v i l i a n  w i l l  g e t  s h o t ,  b u t  
they d i d  always medevac them back,  and I would say  t h a t  t h e  
f i e l d  commanders o r  t h e  u n i t  commanders, t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  l i e u -
t e n a n t ,  t hey  were probably b e t t e r  t han  most. 

Q. Did Colonel  HENDERSON s t r o n g l y  emphasize t h i s  t o  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, no t  h u r t i n g  people  o r  p rope r ty?  
Do you s p e c i f i c a l l y  recal l  t h i s ?  
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A. I n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  co lone l  was a l l  f o r  t a k i n g  
c a r e  of--giving t h e  bene f i t - -g iv ing  t h e i r  n i c k l e s  worth t o  
t h e  Vietnamese, t o  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  them a s  b e s t  w e  could.  

Q You were t h e  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r  on t h e  s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  e v e r  a major i n  t h e  S5 i n  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

Q What's t h e  TObE rank c a l l  f o r ?  

A. Major,  s ir .  

Q- You had a r i f l e  company, Captain  KESHEL? 

A. No, sir.  

10: How d i d  you g e t  your combat in fan t ryman ' s  badge. 

A. I t  w a s  awarded t o  m e ,  s ir .  

Q A s  a m e m b e r  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Captain  HENDERSON i n  t h e  S3 
s e c t i o n  w a s  q u i t e  a good f r i e n d  of yours?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you cor,respond w i t h  him? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q You e v e r  correspond w i t h  him a t  a l l ? '  

A. No, sir.  When 1 say  he w a s  q u i t e  a good f r i e d d ,  
we were good buddies  i n  Vietnam, now Captain  HENDERSON and 
I have d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  on a whole l o t  of t h i n g s ,  b u t  we 
d i d  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e ,  f o r  about  5 months. 
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Q *  And when d i d  you l a s t  s e e  him? 

A. I n  October ,  s i r ,  when he was in--he was one o r  
two c l a s s e s  behind me, I f i n i s h e d  t h e  advanced course  i n  
October and I t h i n k  he f i n i s h e s  nex t  month. So I ' d  s e e  
him i n  t h e  h a l l  a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  s choo l ,  and we'd have a 
cup of c o f f e e  now and then .  

Q H e ' s  a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  school  now, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. W e l l  he should  be ,  s i r ,  he w a s  t h e r e ,  o r  j u s t  
g radua ted ,  o r  w i l l  be g radua t ing  soon. 

I0: Before  t h i s  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e s  I ' m  s u r e  we have 
t o l d  you some i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  t h i s  morning, and i n  t h e  
course  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  probably have come 
t o  mind, and some of  t h e s e  p i e c e s  which you have may f i t  
t o g e t h e r  l a t e r  on,  concerning some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d .  Now, i f  you do have any a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  
above and beyond t h a t  which has  been provided h e r e  t h i s  morn-
ing ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  s o  we 
can t a k e  t h e  b e n e f i t  of such in format ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  
you have any documents i n  t h e  form of SOPS, r e p o r t s ,  memoranda, 
photo,  a e r i a l  photos ,  maps, o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  which,  i n  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  s ense ,  can a s s i s t  us ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  have 
those  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

Now a t  t h i s  t i m e  I ' l l  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  
t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  which you 'd  > l i l c e ,  o r  i f  you would l i k e  
t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I l i k e  t o  make one s t a t e m e n t ,  and t h a t  
i s ,  b a s i c a l l y  speaking ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  s tunned because I came 
i n  h e r e  t h i s  morning and you showed me va r ious  documents and 
w r l t t e n  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  and 
PSYOPs, t h a t  came from h i g h e r  commanders i n  my own cha in  of 
command. Y e t  none of  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  e v e r  passed  on t o  
me o r  came a c r o s s  my desk ,  even though it involved  me. And 
t h i s ,  w e l l ,  f r a n k l y  speaking ,  it f r i g h t e n s  me, because I 
th ink  t h a t  i f  I w a s  i nvo lved ,  it w a s  t h e  duty  of my comrnapder 
t o  come down t o  m e ,  o r  c a l l  me up t o  him, and say  now p u t  
Your two c e n t s  worth i n  on t h i s .  And my f e e l i n g  t h a t  I want 
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  i s  t h a t  I was j u s t  k e p t  i n  t h e  dark 
on t h i s  t h i n g ,  why I d o n ' t  know, and I ' m  n o t  very happy about 
t h a t .  I know it j u s t  makes me look l i k e  a--well it makes m e  
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look l i k e  a f o o l ,  b u t  it a l s o  makes me look l ike--not  look, 
it makes m e  f e e l  t h e r e  was a l o t  t h a t  went on t h a t  I should 
have been involved i n  t h a t  I wasn ' t  involved i n ,  and f o r  
reasons unknown t o  me. 

Q- W e  apprec ia te  t h a t .  D o  you have anything 
f u r t h e r  you'd l i k e  t o  add? 

A. No, six. I do not .  

10: W e  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1200  hours,  19 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KIRKPATRICK, ROY D. CSM 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Operat ions  Sergeant ,  
11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

KNOWLEDGE OF THE I N C I D E N T .  

a .  P r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
having u s u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  wi th  t h e  u s u a l  r e p o r t s  coming 
i n  on t h e  r e a d i n e s s  of u n i t s  (pg. 2 ) .  There was nothing 
a t  t h e  TOC t o  i n d i c a t e  anything e x c e p t i o n a l  o r  ex t r ao rd ina ry  
(pg. 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  TOC personne l  on 16 March, 

b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT a s  t h e  b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r  would b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t imes (pg. 3 ) .  Most TOC 
ope ra t ions  were monitored by t h e  w i tnes s  and t h e  b r igade  
S2 s e r g e a n t  (pg. 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  Captain  James 
HENDERSON w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 and was t h e  duty  o f f i c e r  i n  
t h e  TOC (pg. 3 ) .  Sergeant  GERBERDING was t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t  . 

(pg. 3)  . Also p r e s e n t  was s p e c i a l i s t  F ive  FELIX (pg. 4 )  . 
b. I n i t i a l  r a d i o  r e p o r t s .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  one r a d i o  w a s  on t h e  b r igade  
ope ra t ions  n e t  (pg. 3) . . Another r a d i o  was k e p t  on t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  n e t  (pg. 3 ) .  The t h i r d  r a d i o  was 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a " f r e e  r a d i o "  and was used t o  s p o t  check o r '  
l i s t e n  i n  on d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  (pg. 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  from ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S3 (pg. 4 ) .  hose 
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r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  l i g h t  c o n t a c t  and s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg. 4 ) .  
There were a l s o  i n d i c a t i o n s  of c a s u a l t i e s  from mines and 
booby t r a p s  (pg. 4 )  . 

c.  Radio t r ansmis s ion  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 
t h e  ground and a i r  t r oops .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they monitored a  r e p o r t  
by a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  t h e  ground t roops  were shoot ing  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  know t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t  
b u t  presumed t h a t  it was THOMPSON (pg. 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  they  d i d  n o t  "g ive  c r e d i t "  t o  t h i s  
because t h e  VC d re s sed  a s  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 5 ) .  
They d i d  c a l l  back t o  Colonel  BARKER t o  ask  him what was 
going on (pg. 5 ) .  He e s t ima ted  t h a t  they r ece ived  t h e  
r e p o r t  . a t  approximately 1 1 0 0  hours and t h e  duty  o f f i c e r  
made t h e  c a l l  t o  BARKER (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  He expla ined  t h e  
set-up of t h e i r  r a d i o s  t o  show how they  r ece ived  t h e  
r e p o r t  and how they con tac t ed  Colonel  BARKER (pgs.  6-8,17-21). 
The remaining t r ansmis s ions  r ece ived  concerned t h e  number 
of VC k i l l e d  (pg.  9 )  . . . 

i-, 

L;!
d. Maintenance of t h e  TOC j ou rna l .  

+:! 
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally they would j o t  down 4 

messages r ece ived  on smal l  p i e c e s  of  paper which would e 
be f i l e d  and l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  j ou rna l  (pg. 11). The 
jou rna l  was prepared f i r s t  i n  a handwri t ten form and was 
l a t e r  typed when a  t ypewr i t e r  became a v a i l a b l e  (pgs .  1 1 , 1 2 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ca l l  t o  Task Force Barker should have 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  log  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  desc r ibed  
the p h y s i c a l  se t -up of t h e  TOC t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  "tremendous 
tu rmoi l"  (pg. 1 6 )  . He a l s o  desc r ibed  t h e  blank form which 
was used t o  n o t e  log  e n t r i e s  (pgs. 16 ,  1 7 ) .  

e .  Knowledse of  an a r t i l l e r v  i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tnes s  was shown an e n t r y  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
log  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  0935 69 VC were k i l l e d  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 2 5 ) .  The Task Force  Barker 
l og  d i d  n o t  show t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  was t h e  cause  (pg.  24) . 
The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  could "probably have 
been" because they c a l l e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e  people  d i e d  
(pg.  25 ) .  The e n t r y  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  who r ece ived  t h e  
in format ion  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  caused t h e  d e a t h s ,  b u t  it d i d  
show t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  coo rd ina t e s  (pg. 26) . 
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The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was u s u a l l y  because t h e  maps 
c a r r i e d  by t h e  s o l d i e r s  were worn o u t  and t h e  coo rd ina t e s  
from them were u s u a l l y  i n c o r r e c t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker 
(pgs .  27, 28) .  

f .  I n q u i r i e s  concernina t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  LUPER was appointed 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r a d i o  message r ega rd ing  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between a i r  and ground t roops  (pgs.  5 ,  8 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  
Major MCKNIGHT a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
which was k e p t  "under wrapsn(pg.  30) . H e  s a i d  t h a t  MCKNIGHT 
d i s cus sed  t h e  r e p o r t  w i th  him and t o l d  him t h a t  they  found 
t h e  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  be  un t rue  (pg. 30) . He d i d  no t  
s ee  any appo in t ing  o r d e r s  on Colonel  LUPER (pg. 3 0 ) .  He 
thought t h a t  MCKNIGHT c a r r i e d  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n  
(pg. 30 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  it was prepared i n  h i s  TOC by 
s e l e c t e d  t y p i s t s  b u t  h e  d i d  no t  s e e  it prepared (pgs.  30, 
31 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who typed t h e  r e p o r t .  MCKNIGHT 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  t h a t  t hey  had spoken w i t h  
THOMPSON and wi th  "some of t h e  Warlord people"  (pg. 3 2 ) .
They had t a l k e d  t o  anybody who had knowledge of such an  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 3 2 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  be- 
tween LUPER and MCKNIGHT regard ing  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 33 ) .  
He desc r ibed  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of LUPER1s o f f i c e  and s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  could have been prepared  t h e r e  (pg. 3 4 ) .  
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was never  o f f i c i a l l y  informed 
t h a t  LUPER was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  it was merely 
h i s  impress ion (pgs.  34, 3 5 ) .  H e  had no knowledge of 
BARKER o r  HENDERSON wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  a r e p o r t  (pg.  3 5 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  recal l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wi th  
Sergeant  GERBERDING r ega rd ing  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 3 6 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  recal l  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  being made of t h e  
members of 4/3 (pg. 4 1 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

* 
PAGES 

Task Force Barker l o g ,  concerning' ~ n t r ~  
M - 1 4  & M a r  68 69 K I A  and "11th 2 4  

Brigade n o t i f i e d "  
Shown t o  w i tnes s .  

Task Force  Barker l o g ,  W i t  shown e n t r y  39 
- -	 8 Mar 68 i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  27 

C/1/20 r e p o r t e d  
1 0 - 1 1  women and -
c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  
The w i t  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h i s  be ing  
r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  
br igade .  

11 th  Brigade J o u r n a l ,  E n t r i e s  4 2  and 51, 
M-46 16-19 Mar 68 	 concerning t h e  two 13  

VC suspec t s  who 
were picked up by 
HENDERSON, w e r e  
shown t o  t h e  w i t  
who explained what 
they  meant. 

(KIRKPATRICK) 4 	 SUM APP T-281 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


(Tha hea r ing  reconvened a t  0947  hour s ,  30 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATB, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Command Sergeant  Major Roy D.  
KIRKPATRICK. 

(CSM KIRKPATRICK w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

W i l l  you state  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  Soc i ca l  
S e c u r i t y  amber, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a -  
t i o n ?  

A. Command Sergeant  Major Roy D .  KIRKPATRICK,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number i s  , c u r r e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  
Headquar ters ,  2d B a t t a l i o n ,  70th Armored, 24th I n f a n t r y  
Div is ion ,  F o r t  R i l ey ,  Kansas. 

RCDR : United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. United S t a t e s  Army. 

MI? WEST: Se rgean t  Major, have you read our  E x h i b i t  M-57, 
which g i v e s  i n fo rma t ion  on t h e  n a t u r e  and purposes o f  t h i s  
i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Have you r ece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  C a l l e y ,  o r  
United S t a t e s  v. Mi t che l l ?  

A. No, sir. I have n o t .  

Q. You w i l l  recal l  towards t h e  end of  E x h i b i t  
M-57, it speaks  of  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g i v i n g  tes t imony t o  
some o t h e r  body, l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o r  cou r se ,  t h a t  you may 
be asked t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  subcommittee of  t h e  House 
Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, and I want t o  emphasize t h a t  if 
you do,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s -
cus s  your t es t imony d o e s n ' t  apply t o  t h a t  body. 

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Sergeant  major ,  .would you t e l l  us your duty  ass ign-
ment on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  f o r  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade.  

Q This  w a s  t h e  t i m e ,  of  cou r se ,  when it was p a r t  of 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You w e r e  on du ty  t h a t  morning, I t a k e  it, when 
the Son My o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  wi th  Task Force Barker mov-
i n g  i n t o  t h i s  area sou th  of t h e  Song D i e m  Diem? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  , 

Q Do you recal l  an even t  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  
TOC t h a t  morning when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  g o t  s t a r t e d ?  C h a r l i e  
g o t  s t a r t e d  and la ter  Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I recal l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  e x a c t l y .  I ' m  
going t o  speak of it a s  some t ime back. The o p e r a t i o n  
k icked  o f f  p r e t t y  much as any o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d ,  t h e  
u s u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  t h e  u s u a l  r e p o r t s  coming i n ,  t h e  read-
i n e s s  of the d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s ,  and t h e  a c t u a l  i n s e r t i o n  of  
t h e  t roops .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  was 
no th ing  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  a t  t h e  TOC anyth ing  excep-
t i o n a l  o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  It had been p r e t t y  much a r a p i d  
a f f a i r ,  r a d i o s  jumping, w i th  ou r  TOC organized  t o  monitor 
a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  ca l l s ,  a l l  t h e  a v i a t i o n  c a l l s ,  and r a d i o s  
set up t o  moni tor  u n i t s  on a spot-check b a s i s .  I ' m  a f r a i d  
you ' r e  going t o  have ask m e  some s p e c i f i c s  t o  prompt my 
memory. 

Q. Were you moni tor ing  any p a r t i c u l a r  r a d i o  £re-
quency t h a t  morning? 
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A. W e  were on t h e  b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  n e t .  W e  
had r a d i o s  checked i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  n e t .  
The f r e e  r a d i o ,  a s  w e  c l a s s i f i e d  i t ,  t h e  r a d i o  we used 
t o  s p o t  check,  o r  l i s t e n  i n  on d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s ,  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  p rog res s  was t r y i n g  t o  compare 
w i t h  ou r  own r e p o r t s ,  I ' m  s u r e  was se t  on t h e  Task Force 
Barker n e t ,  on i t ' s  i n t e r i o r  push,  

Q You remember who was i n  t h e  TOC wi th  you t h a t  
morning? 

A. TOC pe r sonne l - - i t  would probably been--

Q m  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  it was probably Major
CALHOUN . 
A. No, s ir .  Major CALHOUN was o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  
f o r  Task Force  Barker .  

Q I ' m  s o r r y ,  I meant Major MCKNIGHT.  

A. Major MCKNIGHT w a s  i n  t h e  TOC at t i m e s ,  b u t  
be ing  t h e  b r i g a d e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  he a t  t i m e s  w a s  
o u t  of t h e  TOC, o v e r  a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a .  So 
t h e  TOC o p e r a t i o n s  was monitored p r e t t y  much by myself 
and t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 s e r g e a n t .  W e  normally k e p t  a duty  
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. I ' m  a t  a l o s s  r i g h t  now f o r  t h e  
name of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3, 

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  James HENDERSON? 

A. I b e l i e v e  y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  sir.  H e  was--

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Se rgean t  GERBERDING w a s  t h e  
S2 s e r g e a n t .  

A. S2  s e r g e a n t ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  master  s e r g e a n t .  W e  
were probably a l l  p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  r a d i o s  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  ma in t a in ing  communications and sending  
r e p o r t s  back t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. W a s  anybody else i n  t h e r e ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  FELIX, 
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F-E-L-I-X. H e  w a s  working a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  S3 a i r .  He 
would have been i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. Do you'remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r i g h t  now, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Is he a Spanish-American? 

A. No, sir.  He i s  from Oklahoma, Val ley,  
I b e l i e v e .  H e ' s  n o t  Spanish-American--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who was t h e  S3 a i r ?  

A. S3 a i r  would have probably been Captain  
HENDERSON. We had s e v e r a l  i n  t h e r e .  

MR WEST: Do you remember when t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  r e p o r t s  
s t a r t e d  coming from C h a r l i e  Company, from t h e  hamlet  
c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  from C h a r l i e  Com-
pany. W e  g o t  o u r  r e p o r t s  s e n t  back t o  us from t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  S3. I r e c a l l  when they  s t a r t e d  coming i n ,  t h o s e  
r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  l i g h t  c o n t a c t ,  s n i p e r  f i r e .  P r i n c i p a l l y  
t h e  r e p o r t s  were on t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  and mines and booby 
t r a p s  a s  I recall.  This  i s  what w e  were g e t t i n g ,  more 
than  gunshot wounds. 

Q T h i s  must have been Bravo Company, wasn 't i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  coming i n  t h a t  morn-
i n g  about Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Since  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came up I t r i e d  t o  re -
c a l l  that r e p o r t ,  and I can only vaguely r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  
of t h i s  n a t u r e  coming i n .  I t  seems t o  me it was i n i t i a l l y  
given by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  W e  monitored t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
he c la imed t h a t  t hey  were s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  t h i s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  would have been Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 
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A. I would expec t  t h a t  i s  who it was, I d o n ' t  
have h i s  name--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  was t h e  man who i n i t i a t e d  
t h e  r e p o r t .  I t  might have been r e l ayed  t o  you from the  
h igh  gun as t o  what the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  i n  t a k i n g  
t h e  t o t a l  c o n t e x t  of t h e  unreasonable  s h o o t i n g  of c i v i l -
i a n s  would have t o  be  expla ined  l i k e  t h i s ,  A t  t h e  TOC 
we d i d  moni tor ,  as I r e c a l l ,  we c a l l e d  back t o  Colonel  
BARKER, who is  now deceased,  and asked him what was going 
on. The i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I took from my p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
TOC would have been t o  n o t  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  t h i s  because 
t h e  people  t h a t  we were combating were d re s sed  a s  c i v i l -
i a n s .  This  a r e a  was known t o  be  t h e  home o f  t h e  48th 
Main Force B a t t a l i o n ,  a hard-core VC u n i t ,  and t h e s e  a r e  
t he  same type  of  people  we'd engaged b e f o r e .  I t  was ex-
t remely d i f f i c u l t  t o  ca t ch  them armed wi th  weapons. W e  
d i d  i n v e s t i g a t e  it l a t e r  on. A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  
it w a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  w a s  Colonel  LUPER. H e  was appoin ted  t h e  inves-
t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  see i f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a c t u a l l y  oc-
cur red .  But t h e r e  was no th ing  r e a l l y  t h a t  would i n d i -
c a t e  any massacre of t roops  o r  people .  Unfor tuna te ly  i n  
war people  do g e t  k i l l e d .  

Q Well ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  re-
p o r t ,  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  an even t  which oc-
cu r r ed  a lmos t  2 y e a r s  ago. 

A. Yes, sir., 

Q. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t im ing  on j u s t  what 
occur red .  Can you t h i n k ,  s e r g e a n t  major ,  and r e c a l l  as 
b e s t  as you can what t i m e  t h i s  t r a f f i c  came i n .  when 
t h e  r e p o r t s  came i n ?  A s  b e s t  as you can r e c a l l ,  j u s t  
what you hea rd?  What w a s  s a i d ?  

A. W e l l ,  it would have been j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
lunch probably around 1100 hour s ,  maybe a l i t t l e  l a t e r  
t han  t h a t .  This  r e p o r t  came i n ,  and a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  
duty  o f f i c e r  immediately c a l l e d  r i g h t  back t o  Task Force 
Barker - 6 .  I d o n ' t  recal l  h i s  c a l l  s i g n  a t  t h e  t i m e  
and--
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You d i d n ' t  rece ive  the  transmission 
yourse l f?  

A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t  rece ive  the  t ransmission 
myself .. 

. Q - Task Force Barker would have been Coyote 6? 

A .  Yes, s i r - I be l i eve  he would've been. We 
were having t o  go through r e l a y s  t o  pick h i m  up. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  r e l a y  a t  ,Uptight?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  was Captain HENDERSON 
t h a t  c a l l e d  back up t o  check o u t  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  we had 
monitored, I t ' s  been such a long time ago--

Q ,- ( In te rpos ing)  You don ' t  r e c a l l  whom t h e  t r ans -
mission came from do you? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  we were monitoring the  av ia t ion  
n e t  from t h e  S3 a i r ,  and it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  was ac t -
u a l l y ,  you might say ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  of eavesdropping. Tha t ' s  
t h e  reason we i n i t i a l l y  became a l e r t e d  t o  t h i s .  I t  was 
n o t  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  d i r e c t e d  t o  our  s t a t i o n ,  We only 
gave credence enough t o  it t o  c a l l  back up t o  t h e  t a sk  
fo rce  commander t o  ask him t o  check i n t o  it. Knowing t h e  
t a sk  fo rce  commander--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You were a t  Duc Pho and you had 
t o  r e l a y  through Uptight t o  g e t  t o  ~ o t t i e ?  

A. Well, no. W e  went s t r a i g h t  t o  D o t t i e ,  t h e  re-
l ay  t o  the  ground t roops  went t o  Uptight.  We had t o  go 
on extended antennas i n  o rde r  t o  maintain communications 
wi th  Dot t ie  which was t h e  t a sk  fo rce  headquarters .  The 
r e p o r t  i t s e l f  was passed back t o  t h e  commander t o  check 
on t h i s  th ing .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we go t  back a negat ive  on 
it ,  and I j u s t  more o r  l e s s  parked it of f  t o  t h e  s i d e  as  
one of those  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you might g e t .  

Q. Did you make t h e  c a l l  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r .  The duty o f f i c e r ,  Captain HENDERSON, 
made t h a t  c a l l .  
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Q You b e l i e v e  t h a t  was Captain HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was. Again, i t ' s  
been such a long  time I ' m  having t o  pick it. There 
were many d u p l i c a t e  types  of o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q - A s  b e s t  a s  you can r e c a l l ,  it was p r i o r  t o  
lunch o r  somewhere around 1100? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Our informat ion--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Excuse m e  M r .  WEST. To 
whom would t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  have been going? You in -
d i c a t e  t h a t  you would have picked it up more o r  l e s s  
by eavesdropping and, t h e r e f o r e ,  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
c l a r i f y i n g  i n  my own mind t o  whom t h e  t r ansmis s ion  
would have been d i r e c t e d ?  

A .  I ' m  s u r e  you have an unders tanding  of how 
they  o p e r a t e .  The a v i a t i o n  people  ope ra t ed  on t h e i r  
own frequency.  We have an a i r -ground c o n t r o l l e r  n e t  
s o  t h a t  w e  have c o n t a c t  w i th  a l l  t h e s e  t r o o p s ,  w i th  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  a r e  working i n  t h e  a i r .  This  
would have been over  t h e  a i r -ground c o n t r o l l e r  n e t .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  p i l o t  was t a l k i n g  wi th  h i s  f l i g h t  
l e a d e r  and on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a l l  t h e  p i l o t  s t a t e d ,  
" I f  you s h o o t  t h a t  man, I ' m  going t o  shoo t  you, o r  
words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  This  was t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  r e a l l y  
brought  it up. This  was on a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of 
some n a t u r e .  Th i s  was on t h e  a i r -ground n e t  and who 
t h e  c a l l  was d i r e c t e d  to-- the  ground people  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
monitor them, because t h e  PRC-25's w e r e  some 30 miles 

, d i s t a n c e  and j u s t  o u t  of range.  The a i r  people  w e  
could g e t  and, as I r e c a l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  
probably caught  ou r  a t t e n t i o n ;  t o  have one of  o u r  own 
people t o  t h r e a t e n  t o  shoo t  one of o u r  own people  which 
t h i s  would have been.  I ' m  j u s t  a t  a l o s s ,  s i r ,  t o  be 
a b l e  t o  q u a l i f y  who t h e  t r ansmis s ion  was d i r e c t e d  a t .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  would have been t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  
would have d i r e c t e d  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t ' s  
when t h e  du ty  o f f i c e r  would have probably c a l l e d  Colonel  
BARKER, t o  f i n d  o u t  what e x a c t l y  w a s  going on t h e r e ,  
t h a t  we had t h i s  t ype  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  coming back. 

Q. Is t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Warlord f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  The Warlord people  were t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  and they  worked wi th  us cont inuous ly .  a r e a l  f i n e  
group of  p i - l o t s .  

Q. W e l l ,  we have ev idence ,  s e r g e a n t  major ,  t h a t  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON was f l y i n g  an OH-23 t h a t  morning 
wi th  t h e  aero-scout  team. He was f l y i n g  t h e  bubble top  
and he was hover ing  down low over  My Lai  ( 4 )  . H e  t a l k e d  
c o n s t a n t l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  back t o  h i s  l e a d  s h i p .  Warlord 
Lead. probably t h e  h igh  gun of  t h e  two gunships t h a t  were 
fo l lowing  him t o  p r o t e c t  him. I t  seems q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you hea rd  some of  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  back between 
THOMPSON and t h e  Warlord Lead. There were s e v e r a l  i n -  
s t a n c e s  which M r .  THOMPSON repor t ed .  One of  them was 
an i n c i d e n t  i n  which he landed and t a l k e d  t o  a  l i e u t e n a n t  
who commanded t h e  1st  P la toon ,  C h a r l i e  Company. H e  was 
concerned about  ~ r o t e c t i n g  Vietnamese people  who were i n  
a  bunker on one s i d e  of  a r i c e  paddy wi th  a man i n  t h e  
1st P la toon  approaching from t h e  o t h e r .  There w a s  a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  which t i e s  i n  w i th  what you heard .  Did 
you e v e r  h e a r  any of  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h i s  l a t e r  on? 

A. No, s ir .  We d i d  n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t .  

( I 0  and COL FRANKLIN e n t e r e d  the hea r ing . ]  

A s  I s a i d ,  l a t e r  on,  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  
w e r e  asked t o  p rov ide  t o  b r i g a d e  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  
Colonel  LUPER was d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

Q - Before  w e  g e t  t o  t h a t ,  s e r g e a n t  major ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  j u s t  s t a y  on t h e  o t h e r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  on t h a t  
morning. A s  a r e s u l t  ,of t h i s  c a l l  t o  Task Force Barker ,  
d i d  you h e a r  any t r a f f i c  going o u t  on t h e  Task Force 
Barker n e t ,  go ing  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  going down t o ,  s ay ,  
C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say  t h a t  I d i d  h e a r  any 
t r ansmis s ion  l i k e  t h a t ,  sir .  

Q - W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  any t r a n s m i s s i o n  back as  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  ca l l  t o  Task Force Barker?  
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A.  W e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n  r e p o r t s  of a number of 
VC k i l l e d .  W e  s t a r t e d  p roces s ing  t h e s e .  No, sir.  A s  
f a r  as any th ing  t h a t  would have been t i e d  i n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
wi th  t h i s  t y p e  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we 
d i d  moni tor  any a d d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  
such a t h i n g  had happened, o t h e r  t han  t h e  r e p o r t s  which 
w e r e  running r e l a t i v e l y  h igh .  We f e l t  t h a t  we were r e a l l y  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  midst  of t h e  48th Main Force B a t t a l i o n ,  
which w e  w e r e  over joyed about .  That  w a s  t h e  reason  f o r  
us going i n ,  t o  f i n d  them. 

MRMACCRATE: Do you know when t h i s  was f i d s t  brought  
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  the b r igade  commander? 

A. Th i s  r e p o r t e d  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q- Y e s .  Th is  unusual  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. No, sir.  I do n o t .  

Q He w a s  f l y i n g  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  from t ime 
t o  t ime  t h a t  morning, we unders tand.  Were you i n  con-
s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  
had a conso le  i n  it by which he had t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of 
moni tor ing t h e  ground t roops  and t h e  b r igade  commander 
n e t  s imul taneous ly .  He was p r e t t y  much i n  d i r e c t  con-
t a c t  w i th  Colonel  BARKER himself  whenever he w a s  over  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r ea .  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e  type  of 
s o l d i e r  o r  commander who was on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when t h i n g s  
were h o t .  H e  s p e n t  most of  t h e  day up a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  
over  P i n k v i l l e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q • W e  unders tand.  What I was t r y i n g  t o  v i s u a l i z e  
w a s  how you k e p t  him informed a s  t o  what you were doing.  
Perhaps you monitored something which he may o r  may n o t  
have heard.  When you send a  communication t o  Task Force 
Barker  are you t a l k i n g  on a n e t  t h a t  he would be monitor-
i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  d i d  you s e p a r a t e l y  adv i se  him of  
what you heard?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  t a l k  on a n e t  t h a t  he  monitors 
cont inuous ly ,  t h i s  is t h e  b r igade  command n e t .  We a l s o  
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have po in t - to -po in t  tc lcphone communications. I b e l i e v e  
t h i s  would have probably have been t h e  type of comrnunica-
t i o n s  Capta in  HENDERSON would use a t  LZ Do t t i e  t o  t a l k  
w i th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  Probably t h i s  would no t  have 
been a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  t o  check o u t  such a r e p o r t  a s  
t h i s .  You would have t o  p rec lude  s o l d i e r s  running ram-
pan t  w i t h  a rumor t h a t  o u r  own h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  going t o  
shoo t  o u r  own t r o o p s  i f  we shoo t  any VC o u t  t h e r e .  A 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  would be  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  miss ion.  I ' m  
s u r e  Captain  HENDERSON would have used a  te lephone t o  have 
have checked it o u t .  This  i s  a po in t - to -po in t  sys tem,  t o  
check it o u t .  We had d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  TOC. Colonel  
HENDERSON, on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  had t o  come back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  r e f u e l  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  H i s  normal method 
wh i l e  h e  wa i t ed  f o r  h i s  chopper was t o  drop t o  t h e  oner-
a t i o n s  c e n t e r  f o r  t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  and g e t  an up-date him-
self o u t  on t h e  ground. He had cont inuous r a d i o  communi-
c a t i o n s  which he  could monitor p l u s  he could look a t  t h e  
maps i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Do you recal l  t h i s  morning a t  one p o i n t  he  
dropped down and a c t u a l l y  picked up two i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
were thought  t o  be  VC and e v e n t u a l l y  took them back t o  
LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  it 
was no t  unusual  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  do so. 

Q W e l l ,  i t ' s  o u r  in format ion  t h a t  it was ul -
t i m a t e l y  d i scove red  t h a t  t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  were n o t  
VC, b u t  had been P F ' s  cap tured  by t h e  VC and t h a t  t h e r e  
was some jok ing  o r  t e a s i n g  of Colonel  HENDERSON about  
t h i s  by some some of t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s .  This  might 
have been something t h a t  you heard  of t h a t  you might 
have f i x e d  it i n  your mind. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  in-
s t a n c e  t h a t  he  would have done s o .  

Q. But a t  t h e  t ime he went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  
r e f u e l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  it would have been t h e n  i n  a l l  
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  were taken  t h e r e .  
On what n e t  would you have communicated wi th  Task Force 
Barker,  s eek ing  in format ion?  
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A. Tf we made t h e  t r ansmis s ion  over  t h e  r a d i o  it 
would have been on one of two n e t s .  W e  probably would 
have c a l l e d  on t h e  b r i g a d e  o p e r a t i o n s  n e t  f i r s t .  I f  we 
d i d n ' t  g e t  an immediate r e p l y  t hen  we would have switched 
t o  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  push. W e  had the c a p a b i l i t y  of changing 
r a d i o s  a l a k  e a s i e r  t han  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  d i d ,  and r e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  t h e i r  units were i n  an o p e r a t i o n ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
some r a d i o  equipment goes down. So i f  they had t o  main ta in  
communications, they  would main ta in  it wi th  t h e  u n i t s  i n  
c o n t a c t  rather t han  w i t h  r e p o r t i n g  u n i t .  

0- Would such an i n q u i r y  be logged by you? 

A. It would normally b e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I t  should  have 
been p u t  i n  the  jou rna l .  Ao I ' v e  s a i d .  I d i d n ' t  make 
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n q u i r y .  I again was much l i k e  Major MCKNIGHT. 
I was n o t  f u l l  t i m e  i n  t h e  TOC, a l l  t h e  t ime.  W e  had 
personne l  who a s s i s t e d  i n  maintenance of  t h e  TOC, such 
a s  Se rgean t  GERBERDING, Captain  HENDERSON, S p e c i a l i s t  
FELIX, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  people .  When t h i n g s  g o t  h o t  i n  
one s e c t i o n  and were q u i e t  i n  ano the r  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  TOC 
everybody rendered  a hand t o  a s s i s t  them. Messages, 
outgoing and incoming, were u s u a l l y  w r i t t e n  and then  pu t  
i n  t h e  f i l e  and then  p l aced  i n t o  t h e  j ou rna l .  

MR MACCRATE: Would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us how t h e  jou rna l  
w a s  p r epa red ,  t h e  s t e p s  i n  i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. W e  main ta ined  a  handwr i t t en  j o u r n a l  i n  t h e  TOC. 
Much l a t e r  w e  g o t  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  be  a b l e  t o  main ta in  a 
typed j o u r n a l  down a t  t h e  TOC. I n i t i a l l y ,  w e  mainta ined a 
handwr i t t en  jou rna l .  I f  t h i n g s  g o t  extremely busy,  t h e n  
w e  wrote  it on a  message, ,form numbered t h e  message, p u l l -
ed  it o f f  and se t  it over  t h e r e  i n  a f i l e  t o  go i n t o  t h e  
journa l .  Then t h e  j o u r n a l  was caught  up when t h i n g s  cooled 
down a l i t t l e  b i t .  W e  had a  message on i n d i v i d u a l  p i e c e s  
of paper  t o  main ta in  a complete j ou rna l .  

Q- And t h e n  when would t h e  t ype  j o u r n a l  be pre-  
pared? 

A. Normally it was prepared  a s  soon as t h e  type- 
writers became a v a i l a b l e ,  which- may have been probably that  
a f te rnoon .  
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Q. Would it be done i n  t h e  TOC,  o r  would it go 
over--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. it would have been done 
fk t h e  TOC. We had one s p a r e  t a b l e  down t h e r e  t h a t  t hey  
used t o  t ype  t h i s  j ou rna l .  

Q. And who would be  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t ype  t h i s  
j ou rna l ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t  could  have been one of  any number of 
c l e r k s  t h a t  w e  had.  

Q But you d i d  have s e v e r a l  c l e r k - t y p i s t s  a v a i l -
a b l e  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  major ,  your  tes t imony a  moment ago 
was t h a t  a s  b e s t  you could r e c a l l ,  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  
about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and t h i s  unusual  t r ansmis s ion  
t h a t  you overheard  on t h e  a v i a t i o n  a i r - to-ground n e t ,  
came i n  around 1100 hours .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  lunch t i m e  a s  
I r e c a l l .  

Q Now, we have o t h e r  evidence which i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON went down on t h e  ground and t a l k e d  
t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY between 1000 and 1030 i n  t h e  morn-
ing .  This  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  took p l a c e  around t h a t  t ime.  
This  involved  j u s t  a l i t t l e  more than  j u s t  t h e i r  t a l k i n g .  
THOMPSON c a l l e d  i n  one of h i s  gunships and a c t u a l l y  
evacuated c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of  t h e r e ,  o l d  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  s h i p s ,  s o  it could have t aken  ano the r  
perhaps 20 minutes o r  s o .  This  o t h e r  ev iaence  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  this t i m e  was 1 0 0 0  t o  1030. Would t h a t  s t i l l  be 
w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  you have i n  mind? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Hours over  t h e r e  had a tendency 
t o  g e t  away from m e  a f t e r  a long ,  long  day. 

Q I q u i t e  unders tand.  Going back t o  something 
M r .  MACCRATE mentioned about t h e  b r i g a d e  commander p i c k i n g  
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up two men. W e  have a copy of your b r igade  l o g ,  which 
has been admi t ted  i n  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  M-46. I w i l l  
c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e n t r i e s  42 and 51,  .which concerns 
t h a t  even t .  

A. TFB/TOC Task Force Barker would have been 
Colonel  BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  This  is from 
Task Force Barker  t o  TOC. "The command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  
0805,  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  708779;  d e t a i n e d  2 VC evading.  W i l l  
evacua te  t o  D o t t i e . "  This  would have been Colonel  BARKER'S 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  

Q I w a s  cu r ious  about  t h a t .  because a c t u a l l y  it 
w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON 's Char l ie -Char l ie  which picked them 
UP 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e .  H e  may have r e l i e v e d  
the p r e s s u r e  off  Colonel  BARKER t o  a l low him t o  cont inue  
moni tor ing h i s  o p e r a t i o n  down t h e r e .  Colonel  HENDERSON 
may have had t o  go back t o  r e f u e l .  I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t h a t  a c t u a l l y  happened, b u t  it could have happened i n  t h i s  
manner. What w a s  t h e  o t h e r  e n t r y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  you wanted m e  
t o  look a t ?  

Q I t a k e  it now t h i s  was from t h e  Task Force 
Barker  TOC a t  LZ D o t t i e .  I t ' s  an exp lana t ion  t h a t  w a s  
r epo r t ed .  It  t ies  i n  w i t h  M r .  MACCRATE'S remark t h a t  
t h e s e  two men tu rned  o u t  t o  be  "Ruff-Puffs ,"  s o  t o  speak? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I w a s  a l i t t l e  cu r ious  though about  i t e m  42? 

A .  I t  could  have been handled i n  t h i s  manner. Many 
t i m e s  l a t e r  on,  i n  l a t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  when I took ove r  a s  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s e r g e a n t  major,  b r i g a d e  commanders were more 
than  w i l l i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  p r e s s u r e  from b a t t a l i o n  commanders, 
such as r e l i e v i n g  them from a load  of  d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  they  
might be  a b l e  t o  evacua te  back and a l low t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com-
manders t o  remain on s t a t i o n .  This  could  have happened 
h e r e  i n  t h i s  ca se .  
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Q - A l i t t l e  background. There were refugees 
moving down out  of the  My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a ,  moving south-
west on Highway 521. I f  I r e c a l l  the evidence c o r r e c t l y ,  
Colonel BARKER had asked t h a t  these  people be checked 
out .  The aero-scouts d i d  go i n  t h e r e  and check them o u t .  
They no t i ced  some mil i tary-aged males i n  t h e  crowd. They 
separa ted  them out  and ran them down, s o  t o  speak. They 
( the  suspec t s )  took o f f  t h e i r  s h i r t s  and then  s t a r t e d  
s t r i p i n g .  Then Colonel HENDERSON, i n  h i s  Charl ie-Charl ie  , 
with Major MCKNIGHT making t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  Rawhide 3 ,  
i nd ica ted  t h a t  they would go i n  and pick them up, and they 
d id .  They put  them i n  t h e r e  and got  them i n  the  sh ip .  
You n o t i c e  t h i s  happened around 0805. They s tayed i n  
t h e  area ;  they moved over t o  Bravo Company a r e a  f o r  
awhile. They were running low on f u e l  and they went t o  
Dot t ie  t o  drop o f f  t h e s e  two suspec t s .  Now, I n o t i c e  
t h e  log  d o e s n ' t  conta in  any e n t r y ,  a t  l e a s t  up t h i s  
p o i n t ,  of t h e  movements of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
Was t h i s  n o t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  keep t r a c k  of him i n  the  
log?  

I = '  
A. No, sir.  Not t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. CA 

Q. O r  t h e  br igade  commander? b.J 
? C3 

A. The br igade  commander, t h e r e  should have been c3 

an e n t r y  i n  he re  of h i s  going t o  Task Force Barker upon 
h i s  depar ture .  

Q. Well, he d id .  He landed o u t  t h e r e  somewhere i n  
t h e  0830 t o  0845 time frame, dropped o f f  the  two suspec t s ,  
r e fue led ,  and hovered over Task Force Barker. He s e t  down 
a t  t h e  TOC and spen t  cons iderable  time the re .  I d i d n ' t  
f i n d  any e n t r y  on thag ,  and I was j u s t  curious whether o r  
no t  t h i s  was a normal p r a c t i c e ?  

A. I t  was p r a c t i c e  f o r  us t o  maintain the  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  br igade  commander. Once he checked o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  
though, we usua l ly  kept  t r a c k  of him by t h e  point- to-point  
telephone system which kept  t h e  n e t  c l e a r  f o r  combat op-
e r a t i o n s .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  radiotelephone? 

(KIRKPATRICK) 1 4  APP T-281 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

- . <  

--



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t  a c t u a l l y  goes through land  lines t o  t h e  
switchboard and then  goes t o  r a d i o ,  w i r e l e s s .  

cOL FRANKLIN: VHF, sir. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  VHF. W e  were se t  up where w e  had 
a VFH. 

MR WEST? I t  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  s ecu re?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Reasonably s o .  

Q. Now looking  ahead through your  l o g ,  I a l s o  
d o n ' t  n o t i c e  any e n t r y  about  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  which 
you overheard i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  n e t .  Is t h e r e  any e n t r y  
about c a l l i n g  up Task Force Barker? 

A. A s  I say ,  -itwas an eavesdrop type  o f  moni-
t o r i n g .  I t  probably w a s n ' t  " j ou rna l ed .  " The f a c t  t h a t  w e  
overheard t h i s  probably w a s  n o t  "journa led .  " Only o f f i c i a l  
r e p o r t s  coming i n  t o  t h e  TOC would be " jou rna l ed . "  I t  i s  
reasonable  t o  assume t h e r e  should  have been an e n t r y  made 
when w e  made t h e  ca l l  back o u t  of t h e  TOC i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q I g lanced  through a t  t h e  t imes and I d i d n ' t  
n o t i c e  such e n t r i e s .  L e t  m e  ask you a g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n  
now. You k e p t  your  l o g  i n  p e n c i l ,  I guess ,  on a t a b l e t  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q And t h e n  it w a s  typed up a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day? 

(Witness g i v e s  a f  f i r m a t i v e  nod. ) 

Who u s u a l l y  d i d  t h a t ,  t h e  n i g h t  du ty  o f f i c e r ?  

A. The s u p e r v i s o r  o r  t h e  n i g h t  duty  o f f i c e r .  W e l l ,  
I say  the n i g h t  duty  o f f i c e r .  W e  changed s h i f t s  about 1900 
hours ,  working two s h i f t s ,  12 hours  each.  

Q. Do you remember who t h e  o t h e r  duty  o f f i c e r s  were? 

A .  N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  now. 
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Q. W e ' l l  look up some names t o  perhaps r e f r e s h  
your memory. 

A. I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Captain SHELTON was 
back wi th  us a t  t h a t  t ime, b u t  I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n  he had 
come back y e t  t o  us.  He'd broken a l e g  e a r l i e r  and he 
may n o t  have been wi th  a s h i f t  a t  t h a t  time. 

COL FRANKLIN: Could you genera l ly  go through the  organ- 
i z a t i o n  of your TOC, when a message came i n ,  what was 
done and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Very w e l l ,  sir.  W e  had q u i t e  a l a r g e  TOC, 
approximately 16 by 40 f e e t  a l l  underground. A s  you 
en te red  the  TOC from the  main ent rance  you came t o  a 
l a r g e  t a b l e  approximately 8 f e e t  long, about 4 f e e t  
wide; and i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  t a b l e  was t h i s  bank of 
te lephones,  point- to-point ,  t o  each one of our  combat 
u n i t s  and t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a l l  VHF telephones t o  t h e  
switchboards. The S2 sa t  on one s i d e  of the  t a b l e ,  t h e  
S3 duty people s a t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  t a b l e .  The 
S3 duty people had, i n  add i t ion  t o  a l l  te lephones,  on 
t h e  right-hand s i d e  of  them t h r e e  o r  four  r a d i o s ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  remoted i n .  These were s e t  up s o  t h a t  t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n s  map w a s  between t h e  r ad ios  and t h e  t a b l e  with 
a l l  the telephones on it. Across the  room from t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n s  people was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  with r a d i o  and 
te lephone,  and deeper i n  t h e  TOC towards t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
TOC was t h e  S3 a i r  which had a l l  t h e  r a d i o  communications 
with t h e  a i r  people and with t h e  a i r  observers ,  t h e  Hel ix 
group. I n  t h e  extreme r e a r  of t h e  TOC, towards t o  r e a r  
e x i t ,  was what we c a l l e d  t h e  per imeter  s e c u r i t y  set-up. 
There again they had a r a d i o  and telephone t o  the  per imeter  
s e c u r i t y .  When th ings  r e a l l y  go t  h o t  you can imagine t h e  
tremendous turmoi l  i n  t h e  TOC, s o  you had t o  concent ra te  
on your work t o  preclude becoming d i s t r a c t e d .  When mes- 
sages came d i r e c t l y  t o  S2  and S3 they were copied r i g h t  
on message paper.  

Q- J u s t  desc r ibe  what was on t h a t  l i t t l e  blank 
form you had? 

A. . To, from, date/t ime group, contents  of the  mes-
sage and who w a s  t h e  man t h a t  copied the  message. This i s  
b a s i c a l l y  what was on it. 

(KIRKPATRICK) 16 APP T-281 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. What about a c t i o n  taken? 

A. Action taken was noted down i n  t h e  corner  
o r  on the  r eve r se  s i d e  of  the  message, depending on 
t h e  type of it, s o  t h a t  we could pick up t h e  message 
later  on when we go t  a chance t o  organize the  journal  
and a c t u a l l y  l o g  it i n  r i g h t .  The journal  was normally 
kept  i n  a handw'ritten form, unless  th ings  r e a l l y  go t  
going t i g h t  where everybody g o t  involved. 

Q- What do you meah handwritten? Somebody was 
tak ing  a l l  t h e s e  message forms and s t a r t i n g  a hand-
w r i t t e n  journa l  i n  form of  what you have t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. W e  copied t h e  message on t h e  mes-
sage form and then  once a c t i o n  was taken on it, it was 
journaled, assuming time was a v a i l a b l e .  I f  time wasn ' t  
a v a i l a b l e  then  t h e  message was placed over here  i n  t h e  
box where we r e t a i n e d  a l l  those messages t o  be journaled. 
Then we went back t o  t h e  messages and insured  t h a t  they 
were chronologica l ly  organized. Then we "journaled" them 
by t h e  t ime we had received them o r  t h e  time t h a t  they 
went ou t  from t h e  TOC f o r  r e p o r t s  going out .  

Q =  This  radio te lephone ,  you s a i d  they went 
through t h e  switchboard,  you d i d n ' t  have a d i r e c t  l i n e  
t o  Task Force Barker? You j u s t  crank it and pick it up 
and Task Force Barker answered? Is t h a t  what you had? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  was d i rec t - -

Q .  ( In terpos ing)  Okay, t h i s  was d i r e c t  channel. 
I t  wasn ' t  through your switchboard? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. So on t h i s  confronta t ion .  it would be f a r  more 
l i k e l y  f o r  the guy t o  pick up t h e  te lephone and give it 
a crank and h e ' s  t a l k i n g  r i g h t  t o  Task Force Barker TOC 
and h e r s  n o t  t y i n g  up your br igade command push? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You s a i d  he would probably make a note  of t h a t ,  
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"from br igade  t o  Task Force Barker,  que r i ed  on ai r /ground 
t r ansmiss ion  r e f e r e n c e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n , "  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q That would be a normal t h i n g  t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A s  I s a y ,  t he  reason behind making 
such a query was t h e  unusualness of it, hea r ing  t h i s  chop-
p e r  p i l o t  making a t ransmiss ion  t o  an unknown ground s t a t i o n .  
W e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  who he was t a l k i n g  t o .  

Q Let  me ask you about t h i s  a i r /ground push? 
I know about t h e  b r igade  push, I know about a b a t t a l i o n  
command push, b u t  who's t a l k i n g  on an ai r /ground push, 
who is t h i s ?  

A. When we w e r e  i n  t h e  midst  of an ope ra t ion  t h a t  
involved h e l i c o p t e r s  and ground t roops  and t a c t i c a l  a i r ,  
o r  suppor t  i n  which our  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  Sharks o r  Warlords, 
normally gave us ,  they would normally come up on an a i r -
ground push t o  prec lude  t h e  c l u t t e r  of some o t h e r  u n i t  
t h a t  might be engaged wi th  t h e  ground a c t i o n ,  t o  al low 
the ground ope ra t ions  t o  go on one frequency whi le  t h e  
a i r  people w e r e  a b l e  t o  t a l k  c l e a r  channel t o  a u n i t  they  
w e r e  d i r e c t l y  i n  suppor t  o f .  

0- So t h i s  a i r /ground push then  would n o t  be t h e  
Task Force Barker push, b u t  it would be another  push. They 
would use another  r a d i o .  Now, what ground elements of Task 
Force Barker would be on t h i s  push? 

A. Anybody t h a t  might a t  t h e  time be supported by 
a Shark o r  Warlord. A gunship would normally switch t o  
t h i s  air-ground push t o  c o n t r o l  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  ope ra t ion .  

Q- Now, t h e  r i f l e  company commander c a r r i e s  two 
r a d i o s  ? 

A. Y e s  sir.  

Q. One on t h e  company push and one on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
command push, 
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A .  Yes. 

Q He doesn ' t  normally have a r a d i o  f o r  t h i s - -

A. Yes, sir.  T h i s  i s  t r u e .  What they normally 
do i s  w k  him t o  put  a  r a d i o  up on t h e  air-ground push. 
Now, this might be one of t h e  platoon l e a d e r s '  rad ios  
t h a t  he might move t o  pu t  up on t h e  push. 

Q. So a r i f l e  company, i n  t h i s  case ,  Task Force 
Barker wi th  C Company heav i ly  engaged he re ,  would probably 
have one of t h e i r  r ad ios  up on t h e  a i r c r a f t  push, 

A. Yes, it would. 

Q. Now, Task Force Barker would c e r t a i n l y  have a 
r a d i o  on t h i s  push. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- You were a l o t  f u r t h e r  away than Task Force 
Barker from t h i s  t ransmiss ion ,  which I b e l i e v e  was gar-
b led  a l i t t l e  b i t  f o r  you. 

A .  Yes. 

Q Is t h e r e  any doubt i n  your mind t h a t  Task 
Force Barker monitored i n  t h e  TOC; t h a t  the  message, 
t h e  same message, would have come through? 

A. Yes, s ir .  There should have been no reason 
why it should n o t  have come i n t o  t h e  TOC, s ir .  A s  I 
say ,  we w e r e  some 30 miles  from t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  
ac t ion .  W e  go t  the  h e l i c o p t e r  p o r t i o n  of it, being 
it was an a i rborne  u n i t .  W e  could no t  monitor which 
ground s t a t i o n  he was t a l k i n g  t o .  The only reason I 
can t h i n k  it was no t  " journaled"  was t h a t  the  duty 
o f f i c e r  c a l l i n g  up Task Force Barker asked them what 
happened o u t  t h e r e ,  what was t h e  reason f o r  t h i s  type 
of message, and when they checked it o u t ,  apparent ly 
s a i d  t h e r e  i s  no t r u t h  t o  it, and it was apparent ly 
picked up as a rumor. 

Q. So he checked' it o u t  and nothing. You have 
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an awful l o t  going on, p a r t i c u l a r l y  during the morning, 
and you have t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  coming i n  and you've got  
these  phones r ing ing  and you've got  your a r t i l l e r y  radio ,  
and t h i s  message was of such a na ture  t h a t  it a t t r a c t e d  
the a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r .  

A. Yes, s ir ,  something l i k e  t h i s .  You j u s t  
learned t o  l i s t e n  f o r  t h e  unusual i n  monitori.ng. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  major, d i d  he g e t  t h i s  d i r e c t ,  the  
duty o f f i c e r ,  o r  d id  one of t h e  men c a l l  it t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  how t h e  
duty o f f i c e r  would have g o t t e n  t h a t .  We had the  coffee  
pot--I should have mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  it was lo-
ca ted  back behind t h e  per imeter  s e c u r i t y  a rea ,  i n  t h e  
r e a r  a rea  of t h e  TOC. He could very poss ib ly  have been 
back g e t t i n g  a cup of cof fee .  

4 Q. Somebody picked it up, r i g h t ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

FELIX could have given it t o  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  I t  could have been FELIX.  FELIX 
is  a r e a l  r e spons ib le  young s p e c i a l i s t  t h a t  we had pro-
moted t o  s t a f f  se rgean t  a s  he developed h i s  a b i l i t i e s .  

Q - Is he s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I t h i n k  he i s  probably out  of t h e  s e r v i c e ,  s i r .  

Q Back i n  Paul ' s  Valley? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Well, what I ' m  d r i v i n g  a t ,  s e rgean t  major,
the reason f o r  a l l  t hese  ques t ions ,  is t h a t  you guys 
picked it up. Of course Task Force Barker wi th  f a r  
fewer r a d i o s ,  has i t s  own problems. Also, your 123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  the  aero-scout company, Company 
B ,  i f  they were i n  suppor t  of a ground opera t ion  would 
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they normally ,keep a r a d i o  on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A r ad io  monitoring our  push 
a l l  t h e  time? 

Q Monitoring your ground push-- - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  No, s i r .  Not i n  the i r - -

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Which t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  were on. 

A. They normally t r ansmi t t ed  U H F  with t h e i r  home 
base which allowed them t o  maintain a f ree--I  say f r e e ,  
t h i s  i s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t r u e .  I t  allowed them t o  s h i f t  t he  
radios  t h a t  we could n e t  w i t h  from t h e  ground, F M  r ad ios ,  
s h i f t  them t o  t h e  frequency of u n i t s  t h a t  they were i n  
d i r e c t  suppor t  o f .  By t h e  same token they made a l l  t h e i r  
r e p o r t s  through t h e i r  UHF o r  VHF pushes which they were 
t a l k i n g  t o  a l l  t he  t ime. There ' s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
r e p o r t s  g e t t i n g  mixed up from the  a v i a t i o n  people. 

Q- Well, Company B , aero-scout company, which 
was i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker,  had t h e i r  company 
opera t ions  van a t  LZ Dott ie .  They had a scout  and a t  
l e a s t  t h r e e  guns p lus  an i n f a n t r y  platoon i n  s l i c k s  and 
the company commander a l l  down a t  LZ Dot t ie .  I t  would 
then be reasonable t o  assume t h a t  they would have a r a d i o  
on t h a t  air-ground push? 

A. Yes, sir.  I t  would be reasonable t o  assume 
t h a t .  W e  a d d i t i o n a l l y  used t h e  air-ground push t o  land  
choppers on LZ Dot t i e .  This i s  where they go t  c learance  
t o  be s u r e  t h a t  we weren ' t  f i r i n g  rounds from the  LZ s o  
t h e  choppers were c l ea red  t o  land.  

Q- These t ransmiss ions  you heard ,  about how long 
a per iod  of time did--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I was an extremely s h o r t  com-
munication. I: es t ima te  it was probably around 1100 hours.  
M r .  WEST i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it could have been a l i t t l e  sooner 
than t h a t .  

The per iod  of time t h a t  t h i s  conversat ion took 

(KIRKPATRICK) 21 APP T-281 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

p lace ,  was it a minute, 2 minutes, 3 minutes, 4 ?  

A. I would es t ima te  prob+ly about a minute. On 
this p a r t i c u l a r  one t h e r e  had been a l o t  of c h a t t e r  going 
on, which you can g e t  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n ;  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of a r e a s ,  t a l k i n g  choppers i n t o  a s p e c i f i c  s p o t  on t h e  
ground. The reason t h i s  t h i n g  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  t h e  
unusualness of hea r ing  somebody th rea ten ing  t o  shoot  
somebody i f  he d i d n ' t  s t o p  o r  i f  he s h o t  t h i s  o t h e r  in-
d iv idua l .  This i s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  I f e e l  probably keyed 
t h i s  t h i n g  t o  us .  I t  was t h i s  type of a t h r e a t ,  as  you 
may c a l l  it, coming over any r a d i o  n e t .  I ' m  su re  t h a t ' s  
t h e  only reason it s tuck  i n  my mind, why it was picked 
up by t h e  duty people.  This t h r e a t  of a c t i o n  t o  be taken 
i f  something happened. 

CMR WEST recons t ruc ted  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  wi tness . )  

Q Could it poss ib ly  be t h a t  i n s t e a d  of t a l k i n g  
I t o  t h e  ground he was r e p o r t i n g  back t o  Warlord Lead what 

he had s a i d  t o  CALLEY on t h e  ground, t h a t  he d i d  land,  
and go t  on t h e  ground and t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. It is  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  know nor were 
w e  i n  t h e  TOC, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, a b l e  t o  iden-
t i f y  who he was t a l k i n g  t o .  

'u 
C MR MACCRATE: Then what you heard ,  as I understood it, 

was t h e  a c t u a l  t h r e a t ,  n o t  s o  much repor t ing  on t h e  
1 t h r e a t ,  b u t  it was t h e  chal lenge as  you descr ibed  it. 

A. Yes, s ir .  This i s  the  way we understood it. 
Now, he could have been saying  I t o l d  them t h a t  i f  you 
shoot h i m  1"m going t o  shoot  you. I t  could have been 
s t a t e d  i n  t h a t  manner/in h i s  r e p o r t  back t o  h i s  com-
mander. I t  could have been t h a t  r e p o r t .  Again, I d i d  
n o t ,  nor do I f e e l  t h a t  anybody i n  the  TOC knows who 
t h e  t ransmiss ion  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o .  

COL FRANKLIN: Captain HENDERSON is t h e  one who made 
the  c a l l  t o  f i n d  out?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  he w a s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  q u a l i f y  it. 
I ' m  s u r e  he w a s  t h e  duty o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. 
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Q Something l i k e  t h a t  is  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s .  I guess
it would be t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r  himself  who c a l l e d .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

MR WEST: Did you have a Captain HOLBROOK working i n  
t h e  TOC a l s o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He was a s s i s t a n t  S2. H e  was a l s o  
a duty o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. H e  may o r  may n o t  have been 
on duty a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  q u a l i f y .  

Q. Who was t h e  o t h e r  one you mendioned, t he  cap-
t a i n  who had--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  There was a  Captain SHELTON who 
l a t e r  came t o  assist us i n  t h e  TOC, and I ' m  j u s t  n o t  pos-
i t i v e  a s  t o  what time pe r iod  he was ass igned  t o  us. H e  
was i n j u r e d  very e a r l y  when we went over  t h e r e ,  w i th  a 
broken l e g ,  and then  ass igned  t o  one of  the  t r o o p  u n i t s ,  
and then  s h o t  and wounded again.  H e  came down t o  work 
wi th  us wh i l e  he was r ecupe ra t ing .  

COL FRANKLIN: Hel ix  3 3 ,  Helix 32 w e r e  f l y i n g  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n .  Who was Hel ix? 

A. These w e r e  A i r  Force p i l o t s  f l y i n g  the 0-2.  

Q. 0-2 a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  push-pull  Cessna. They had an 
engine i n  t h e  f r o n t  and an engine i n  t h e  back.  T h a t ' s  
t h e  "Centur ian" c i v i l i a n  model, I b e l i e v e ,  "Centuriann--
no, t h a t ' s  n o t  it. Anyhow, i t ' s  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  t h r u s t  
a i r  obse rva t ion  a i r c r a f t ,  twin engine,  one engine i n  f r o n t ,  
one back. One pushes ,  one p u l l s  .. 
Q- You j u s t  wouldn ' t  remember by chance who Hel ix  
32 was, would you? 

A. I can s e e  h i s  f a c e ,  sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
name, no, sir.  
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Q. I want you t o  be th ink ing  about t h a t .  Do 
you remember Helix 33?  

A. These p i l o t s  joined us i n  Vietnam, r i g h t  
a f t e r  w e  go t  over  t h e r e  and s tayed with us. S i r ,  I 
don ' t r e c a l l .  

Q- Could Helix 3 3  have been t h e  cap ta in  k i l l e d  
i n  June, s h o t  down, c rashing  i n t o  Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t  was a  " jake" a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
crashed i n t o  Colonel BARKER. This was from Quang 
Ngai province.  I t  was an 0-1 t h a t  h i t  him. A Birddog 
flew i n t o  him. 

Q- It was a  Birddog? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Now, t h e r e  was an 0-2 t h a t  crashed 
i n  t h a t  same v i c i n i t y  o r  same a r e a  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  
That one crashed i n  t h a t  a rea  with two on board. T h i s  
was t h e  0-2 type a i r c r a f t  and t h a t  could have been Helix 
3 3 .  

Q* We have information t h a t  Helix 3 3  was k i l l e d  
i n  a c t i o n .  I n  the  back of your mind, s t a r t  th ink ing  about 
who Helix 32 i s ,  se rgean t  major, and i f  you come up with 
a  name l a t e r ,  it would s u r e  he lp .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant major,  I 'd l i k e  t o  ask you two 
more ques t ions  about t h e  log .  You have s t i l l  before  
you, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  br igade  log .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- We have a l s o  marked as  ~ x h i b i tTask Force 
Barker 's  log  of 1 6  March. I n  t h a t ,  a t  0840, t h e r e  is 
an en t ry  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Company C has counted 69 
VC K I A ,  v i c i n i t y  716788. and then  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  taken 
column, "11th Brigade n o t i f i e d . "  Now, i f  you look a t  
about 0840, you d o n ' t  f i n d  any e n t r y  i n  t h e  br igade  log. 

A. I read an e n t r y  69 K I A  i n  h e r e ,  s i r ,  a few 
minutes ago. 
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Q - I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  i t ' s  an hour  l a t e r ,  and 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  on your  e n t r y  t h a t  
d o e s n ' t  appear  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l og .  

A. I ' v e  g o t  0935 i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  l o g ,  E x h i b i t  M-46, 
an e n t r y  "Counted 69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  

Q Y e s ,  and you n o t i c e  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ,  no i n d z c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g  of  t h e  
manner of  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  VC K I A .  

A. T h i s  aga in  cou ld  p robab ly  have been,  "How d i d  
they d i e ? "  W e  r eached  o v e r ,  p icked  up t h e  phone, and s a i d  
"How d i d  t h e y  d i e ? "  and s o  w e  a d j u s t e d  it probab ly  on 
t h a t  r e p o r t .  W e  " j o u r n a l e d "  it Here. 

Q. W e l l ,  we're very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any i n fo rma t ion  
t h a t  you may r e c a l l  as t o  what happened when you g o t  such 
a s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p o r t  of  69 VC K I A  e a r l y  i n  a o p e r a t i o n .  I 
would assume t h a t  it made a b i g  s p l a s h  when it came i n t o  
t h e  TOC and you wanted i n fo rma t ion  about  i t .  Do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  b e i n g  pursued and 
any o t h e r  communication by which t h e  i n fo rma t ion  was ob-
t a i n e d  t h a t  w a s  r e co rded  i n  your  l o g  i n  i t e m  53 a s  69 VC 
K I A  as a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

A. No, s i r .  Repor ts  o f  VC o r  enemy dead,  enemy 
weapons c a p t u r e d ,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  a s  soon as they  
came i n  t h e y  w e r e  immediately handed a c r o s s  t h e  desk t o  
t h e  S2. Q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  h e  may have on how, where o r  com-
p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  he t h e n  would u s u a l l y  make t h e  q u e r i e s  
back down t h e  c h a i n  t o  f i n d  o u t .  "You say 69 K I A ,  can  
you g i v e  any i n f o r m a t i o n  on how they  d i e d ?  How w e r e  t h e  
bod i e s  l o c a t e d ? "  This  s o r t  of t h i n g .  H e  would make t h i s  
t ype  of  an i n q u i r y .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h e a r i n g  69 
by a r t i l l e r y  and hav ing  any q u e s t i o n  about  s o  many k i l l e d  
i n  t h i s  way? 

A. No, sir. Like I s a i d  e a r l i e r  when w e  came i n ,  
w e  w e r e  exube ran t  o v e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  k i l l s  
because  t h i s  was what w e  went i n  t h e r e  t o  do,  t o  f i n d  t h e  
main f o r c e ,  48th Main Force  B a t t a l i o n ,  and w e  r e a l l y  ex-
pec t ed  t o  g e t  t h i s  t y p e  of a k i l l  r a t i o .  
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Q a But i s n ' t  it unusual  to get it by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, sir .  Not i f  you 'd  s e e  t h e  p repa ra t ion8  
t h a t  were pu t  i n  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  t h a t  a r e  p l aced  in-- 

&- (Xnterposing)  But do you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  p rep  and how long  it was? 

A. The p r e p a r a t i o n ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  it was normal 
f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of  o p e r a t i o n  t o  run about  15 minutes .  

Q - W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  t h i s  was only  a 5-minute prep
and something i n  t h e  o r d e r  of  100 rounds. With t h i s  
in format ion  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I would t h i n k  t h e r e  might have 
been some i n q u i r y  t h a t  you would r e c a l l  as t o  how it 
could  have had such s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s u l t s  s o  f a r  a s  VC K I A .  
Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h a t ,  any q u e s t i o n s  back 
and f o r t h ?  

A. The on ly  q u e s t i o n s  I can r e c a l l  on t h a t  w a s  
when w e  g o t  some r e p o r t  of  69 K I A ,  VC K I A ,  was t h a t  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  who w a s  always screaming t h a t  h i s  
s p o t  r e p o r t s  w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  complete enough t o  s u i t  him, 
r a i s e d  t h e  d e v i l  and g o t  back on t h e  phone and c a l l e d  back 
up and s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  how d i d  t h i s  happen? How w e r e  they  
k i l l e d ?  Were they  k i l l e d  by gunshot o r  were t hey  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  what?" Other t h a n  t h e  f a c t  of b e i n g  ex- 
t remely j u b i l a n t  by t h e  body count  t h a t  we were g e t t i n g  
as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  no, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  
e l s e .  W e  thought  w e  had been extremely lucky t o  g e t  t h a t  
much of  a k i l l  by a r t i l l e ry l  This  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  
me .  

Q. Does t h e  i t e m  5 3  i n  your  l o g  i n d i c a t e  from 
where Sergeant  GERBERDING o b t a i n e d  t h e  in format ion?  

A. NO,  sir. The only t h i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  
i n  t h i s  l o g  o r  i n  t h i s  j ou rna l  i s  t h e  count of  69 VC K I A  
as a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  from C/1/20. The coo rd ina t e s  
a r e  n o t  q u i t e  t h e  same as you g ive .  There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  coo rd ina t e s :  coo rd ina t e s  714794 are i n  t h i s  b r igade  
j o u r n a l ,  and you gave me 716788. 

Q- W e  have no ted  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  coo rd ina t e s  and 
wondered i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of t h i s  
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in format ion ,  because it does seem t h a t  you have two 
d i f f e r e n t  coo rd ina t e s  given s o  you have a d d i t i o n a l  
in format ion .  This  coo rd ina t e  i s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  
t he  c o o r d i n a t e  i n  t h e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker 
journa l .  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  I 
g a t h e r ,  t o  --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Maybe I should  b r i n g  up t h a t  
when t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  given by s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d , .  
t h e y ' r e  u s u a l l y  working o f f  a map s h e e t  t h a t ' s  about 
8-by-10 f o l d e d  s o  t h a t  t hey  can handle  it, s t u f f  it i n  
t h e i r  pocke ts .  They become r a t h e r  worn from f i e l d  op-
e r a t i o n s  and i t ' s  n o t  unusual  t o  g e t  a se t  of coo rd ina t e s  
and then  have t o  c o r r e c t  them. I ' l l  a c m i t ,  now, i t ' s  n o t  
unusual  t o  go back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  message and j u s t  make 
t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h a t  o r i g i n a l  message, 
w i thou t  recopying  an a d d i t i o n a l  message. For i n s t a n c e ,  
t h i s  c o o r d i n a t e  h e r e  may have been confirmed on check-
i n g  back,  when t h e  S2 went back t o  f i n d  o u t  how they  
were k i l l e d ,  he  probably took t h a t  message and made 
t h e  a d d i t i o n s  and c o r r e c t i o n s  r i g h t  on it, and t h e r e f o r e  
we have probably have 09 35 when he  f i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  in -
format ion down t h a t  he  wanted. 

Q- Do you recall  i n  t h e  course  of t h e  day any 
i n q u i r i e s  b e i n g  made by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander w i th  re-
s p e c t  t o  t h e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r , .because a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  o t h e r  
t han  t h e  one i n c i d e n t  t h a t  w e  had monitored over  t h e  air-
ground n e t ,  w e  had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
amount of c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  involved  down a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q L e t  m e  perhaps  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as 
t o  one i t e m .  I n  t h e  Task Force Barker  l o g ,  E x h i b i t  M-16, 
e n t r y  3 9 ,  t h e  t i m e  i s  given a s  1355 b u t  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which 
it appears  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it i s  1555. "Company B r e p o r t s  
t h a t  none of  VC body count  r e p o r t e d  by h i s  u n i t  w e r e  
women and c h i l d r e n .  Company C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately 
1 0  t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  gunships .  These w e r e  n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  body count ,  
11 th  Brigade n o t i f i e d . "  
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A. I have no such r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  r e p o r t  e v e r  
coming i n ;  and a f t e r  reviewing t h e  j o u r n a l ,  I i e e  no i n d i c -
a t i o n  t h a t  it e v e r  d i d .  

Q Well ,  it i s  n o t  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
j o u r n a l .  W e  r ecognize  t h a t .  But do you have any r eco l -
l e c t i o n  of such an i n q u i r y  be ing  made of Task Force Barker ,  
t h e i r  TOC, t h a t  would l e a d  t o  a r e p o r t  such a s  t h i s  having 
been ob ta ined  and e n t e r e d  i n  t h e i r  log?  

A .  No, s i r ,  u n l e s s  it could have been a r e s u l t  
of  t h e  i n q u i r y  w e  gene ra t ed  e a r l i e r .  And I say  t h a t  
"we" gene ra t ed  from Captain  HENDERSON c a l l i n g ,  o r  t h e  
du ty  o f f i c e r  c a l l i n g  up and i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  
t h i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  shoo t .  That  could have gene ra t ed  
such a r e p o r t  from Colonel  B A M E R ,  knowing him, family  
man t h a t  he i s ,  b e i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  t h a t  nobody w a s  k i l l e d  
unneces sa r i l y .  I f  t hey  had been k i l l e d  he would want t o  
know about  it. H e  was n o t  one t o  be  haphazard i n  h i s  
manner of  o r d e r s  o r  conduct  of  a c t i o n s  o r  i n  a l lowing  h i s  
t roops  t o  conduct  themselves  i n  a u n d i s c i p l i n e d  manner. 
H e  w a s  on t o p  o f  eve ry  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  developed w e  found, 
and w a s  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  f l u e n t  i n  it. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him g e t t i n g
i n t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  day,  g e t t i n g  i n  p e r s o n a l l y  on 
t h e  n e t  when Captain  HENDERSON r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I do n o t .  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of h e a r i n g  Colonel  B A F E R  make a pe r sona l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  
t h a t .  I f  he  had monitored such a c a l l  Colonel  BARKER 
would be  t h e  t ype  t o  go down t o  t h e  ground and t a l k  t o  
t h e  commander e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l  r a t h e r  t h a n  r a d i o  t o  
be m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  

COL FRANKLIN: Why do you say  t h a t ,  s e r g e a n t  major? 

A. Because knowing Colonel  BARKER, he would 
want t o  t a k e  any doubt o u t  of  it and he  would want t o  
see h imse l f  i f  he  had any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  such a t h i n g  
had been happening.  

Q Do you t h i n k ,  i n  o t h e r  words, t h a t  he was f r e -
quen t ly  on t h e  ground and e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l  w i t h  h i s  
company commanders? 
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A. Yes, sir .  I know Colonel BARKER f requent ly  
landed t o  t a l k  t o  h i s  commanders i n  o t h e r  opera t ions ,  
and I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  opera t ion  was no d i f f e r e n t .  

Q How do you know t h a t ,  s e rgean t  major? 

A. From Colonel BARKER, from t a l k i n g  with h i s  
opera t ions  se rgean t ,  who was a l s o  h i s  a c t i n g  sergeant  
major f o r  t h i s  task  fo rce .  

Q S t a f f  Sergeant JOHNSON? 

A. Yes, sir. I was sergeant  major f o r  the  4/3, 
t a l k i n g  with people i n  Bravo Company. They had the  
h ighes t  r e s p e c t  f o r  Colonel BARKER because he was no t  
above landing  on t h e  ground where they were a t  and t a l k i n g  
with t h e  s o l d i e r ,  t a l k i n g  with the  conpander. 

Q. The s o l d i e r s  i n  B/4/3 t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. They had, r i g h t  down t o  t h e  l a s t  
p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  l i n e ,  the  h ighes t  r e s p e c t  f o r  Colonel BARKER 
and f o r  t h e  manner i n  which he conducted himself and h i s  
u n i t .  Knowing him personal ly  from Hawaii and knowing h i s  
family atmosphere and manner i n  which he conducted himself 
around h i s  family,  I cannot i n  t h e  f a r t h e s t  s t r e t c h  of 
my imagination fo resee  him ever  condoning t h i s  type of 
a c t i o n  i f  it i n  f a c t  were so.  

Q. Then h e ' s  t h e  kind of o f f i c e r  t h a t  would know, 
when h i s  u n i t ' s  i n  a f i g h t ,  what was going on. He'd be 
r i g h t  down t h e r e  on t o p  of i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  without  a doubt. I know of times 
when he--or it has r epor ted ,  I c a n ' t  phys ica l ly  q u a l i f y  
t h i s  because I d i d n ' t  see  it ,  b u t  I know of r e p o r t s  t h a t  
he, r a t h e r  than  leave the  b a t t l e f i e d  when h i s  chopper ran 
low on f u e l ,  would land and s t a y  with t h e  company commander 
u n t i l  h i s  chopper go t  back up again.  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant major, you had t o l d  us t h a t  a f t e r  the 
opera t ion  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted. We would l i k e  
you t o  t e l l  us a l l  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  o f ,  when t h i s  quest ion 
was f i r s t  r a i s e d ,  of having an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  by 
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whom, and what a r e  the  conversat ions,  and s t e p s  taken,  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  very much i n  t h e  dark on t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n  e x a c t l y .  I know t h a t  Colonel LUPER was the  pr in-
c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a s s i s t e d  by Major MCKNIGHT,  
as I r e c a l l .  I d i d  no t  s e e  the  r e p o r t ;  it was kept  very 
much under wraps. I have Knowledge t h a t  the r e p o r t  went 
out ;  it was hand-carr ied t o  d i v i s i o n .  The r e p o r t  i t s e l f  
covered--and th is  i s  from conversat ion with the  S3, Major 
MCKNIGHT, who a t  t imes ,  we l l  by e s s e n t i a l i t i e s ,  my being 
h i s  opera t ions  se rgean t ,  p r i n c i p a l  NCO underneath him, 
discussed t h i s  wi th  me, b u t  only b r i e f l y - - t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
ind ica ted  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  M r .  THOMPSON, had 
challenged t h e  body count ,  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
of 11th were haphazardly shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s  f o r  the  sake 
of body count.  This  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what he explained t o  
me about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They had i n v e s t i g a t e d  it 
and they found, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, the  r e p o r t  
t o  be n o t  t r u e .  The r e p o r t  was hand-carried t o  the  
d i v i s i o n .  Who i n  d i v i s i o n  a c t u a l l y  received t h e  r e p o r t ,  
I have no knowledge o f .  

Q Did you e v e r  see  t h e  paper t h a t  appointed
Colonel LUPER as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir.  \ 

Q- DO you know who hand-carried t h e  r e p o r t  t o  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, Major MCKNIGHT 
d id .  I c a n ' t  q u i t e  q u a l i f y  t h a t  because,  a s  I say ,  the  
r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  I never d i d  s e e .  

Q- Did you s e e  any p a r t  of it i n  prepara t ion?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - We have had testimony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
it was i n  your TOC. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was prepared by some of my 
t y p i s t s  who were s e l e c t e d  by Major MCKNIGHT personal ly  
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t o  do t h e  r e p o r t .  The understanding t o  me was t h a t  the  
r e p o r t  was no t  t o  be discussed ou t s ide  t h e  br igade  TOC 
and t h e r e f o r e  only minimal people would have any know-
ledge of what was i n  it. And I d i d n ' t  i nqu i re  i n t o  it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who it was t h a t  typed it f o r  
Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Who were the  a v a i l a b l e  t y p i s t s ?  I r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t o  go back t h i s  per iod  of time and t o  pick out  your 
c l e rk - typ i s t s  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  time is  d i f f i c u l t ,  
bu t  I would assume t h i s  would be t h e  most t r u s t e d  and 
able  of your people t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT would reasonably 
tu rn  to. 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a SP5, whose name s l i p s  
me, s ir ,  t h a t  d i d  the  r e p o r t .  He l a t e r  cam? home on emer-
gency leave  and was subsequently t r a n s f e r r e d .  I ' m  a t  
a l o s s  t o  b r i n g  h i s  name t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  s i r .  H e  was a 
SP5, a dark headed l a d ,  wore g lasses .  A t  one t i m e  he 
had been ass igned t o  the  chief  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  5th 
Army, p r i o r  t o  h i s  coming t o  the  11th Brigade. A r e l i a b l e ,  
competent t y p i s t  who d i d n ' t  t a l k  o u t  of school.  

Q. Sergeant  major, d id  you s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t  being 
prepared by t h e  SP5? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  not .  A s  I mentioned awhile 
ago, t h e  only man t h a t  I know of t h a t  could have--if I 
had been requ i red  t o  make t h e  r e p o r t ,  I would have s e l e c t e d  
the  SP5... It could have been prepared by any one of t h e  
t y p i s t s  from t h e  br igade  headquarters  who had a s e c u r i t y  
c learance  enough t o  have handled t h a t  type.  I d i d  n o t  
personal ly  superv i se  t h e  manufacture of t h e  r e p o r t  
o r  s e e  it, sir.. 

Q- So you d o n ' t  know how lengthy a r e p o r t  it was 
when it w a s  f i n a l l y  completed? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  
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Q- D i d  Major MCKNIGHT i n d i c a t e  i f  any suppor t ing  
s tatements  had been obta ined  from o t h e r  p laces?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  he ind ica ted  t h a t  they t a l k e d  with 
M r .  THOMPSON. They had t a l k e d  with some of t h e  Warlord 
people. They had t a l k e d  t o  people i n  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t h a t  might have become involved w i t h  such a r e p o r t .  
H e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  they t a l k e d  t o  j u s t  anybody who 
had knowledge o r  would have had knowledge of such a th ing .  
It took s e v e r a l  days,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  f o r  Colonel LUPER t o  
f i n a l i z e  h i s  r e p o r t ;  and, i n  combat, t h i s  took Colonel LUPER 
away from h i s  b a t t a l i o n  f o r  some time. The reason t h a t  I 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  it took s o  long was t h a t  they were i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  g e t t i n g  him back with h i s  b a t t a l i o n  where he could func- 
t i o n  a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q m  W e l l ,  Colonel LUPER? 

A. I understand Colonel LUPER was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  who was a l s o  br igade  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r .  I n  a 
dual  purpose, he was 6 / 1 1  b a t t a l i o n  commander, a r t i l l e r y  
b a t t a l i o n  commander, and a l s o  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  
br igade.  

Q- Where d i d  Colonel LUPER l i v e  a t  t h a t  time? Was 
he based a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, s ir .  LZ Bronco. 

10: Well, can you p in  it down a l i t t l e  b i t  as  t o  when 
it was prepared? 

A. I t  seems t o  me, s i r ,  t h a t  it was wi th in  a 
week o r  10 days a f t e r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion  t h a t  the  
requirement f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the  charge 
of M r .  THOMPSON was checked o u t ,  and it seems t o  me t h a t  
wi th in  2 weeks it was f i n a l i z e d  and wrapped up, but--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did it address  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of 
M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it d id .  The reason I recognize 
t h i s  i n  t h e  p o i n t  of d i scuss ion  was t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
had r e p o r t e d l y  broke s t a t i o n  t o  evacuate some of t h e s e  
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people ,  which w a s  p r e t t y  much j eopa rd i z ing  h i s  p o s i t i o n  
i n  a suppor t  ang le .  This  is  t h e  reason t h a t  I can r e c a l l  
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  a suppor t  ang le .  This  is  t h e  reason t h a t  
I can r e c a l l  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  There was 
some d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  he was a c t u a l l y  i n  
t h e  l i n e  of  du ty  a t  t h e  t i m e  when he  made some of  t h e s e  
evacua t ions  o f  t h e s e  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- Do you remember who was r a i s i n g  t h e s e  p o i n t s  
about whether  Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON w a s  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  
l i n e  o f  du ty?  

A. No, s ir .  I t  probably came o u t  i n  t h e  d i s -  
cuss ion  between Major MCKNIGHT and myself .  A t  t i m e s  
i n  making such a r e p o r t ,  we'd s i t  over  a cup of c o f f e e  
and j u s t  d i s c u s s  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  where h e  could b r i n g  it 
back t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  memory. Major MCKNIGHT d i d  a l l  t h e  
d r a f t i n g  and r e w r i t i n g  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  t h e r e  were t i m e s  when 
he would c a l l  m e  i n  f o r  t h e  sake  of having somebody 
t h a t  he could t a l k  t o  w i thou t  it going o u t  of s choo l  t o  
t h e  t roops .  W e  would c h a t  over  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  
t h a t  bo the red  him. I f  it were d i scussed ,  it you ld  have 
been Major MCKNIGHT d i s c u s s i n g  it o r  b r i n g  o u t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  and he  would want t o  know what I would f e e l  about 
something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- We're g iven  t o  unders tand t h a t  he might have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  some of  t h e  d r a f t i n g  of t h e  r e p o r t .  Did 
he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A.. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d .  H e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  u t i l i z e d  
q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e s e  t ype  o f  r e p o r t s  because 
of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e ,  h i s  thoroughness ,  h i s  conf idence,  
h i s  r e l i a b i l i t y  as an o f f i c e r ,  s o  Colonel  HENDERSON had 
no qualms about  charg ing  him wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
l i k e  this. A very  d e d i c a t e d  s o l d i e r ,  Major MCKNIGHT is .  

Q. Do you recal l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  between Colonel  
LUPER and Major MCKNIGHT w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I f  t h e r e  w e r e ,  they  were a  c l o s e d  door t ype .  
I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  no such d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  him o r  over- 
heard  no such d i s c u s s i o n s .  
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Q- Where d id  Colonel LUPER have h i s  o f f i c e  a t  
LZ Bronco? 

A .  I t  was across  t h e  a i r f i e l d  from us. Brigade 
headquarters  was r i g h t  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h i s  high mountain 
t h a t  s i ts  r i g h t  on LZ Bronco, Montezuma I b e l i e v e  they 
c a l l  it. 

Q- We've been t h e r e  r ecen t ly .  

A.  The a i r s t r i p  then  b i s e c t e d  Duc Pho base ,  and 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  base was over i n  the ,nor thwest  corner  of , 

Duc Pho. Colonel LUPER's headquarters  was over there.. 
He only kep t  a t r a n s i e n t  f i e l d  desk a t  t h e  br igade  TOC, 
when th ings  g o t  hopping f o r  h i m  from a br igade  s t andpo in t ,  
a p lace  where he could s i t  down and do h i s  work as  
temporary as  it was. Normally he was based o u t  of h i s  
own b a t t a l i o n  headquarters  where he f e l t  he was b e t t e r  
supported.  

Q D n  you know i f  t h i s  r e p o r t  was prepared by the  
S 3  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f )  o r  could it have been over a t  Colonel 
LUPER's o f f i c e ?  

A .  I have no knowledge of where it was prepared,  
sir.  It could have been i n  any one of these  o f f i c e s .  
I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  f i n i s h e d  r e p o r t  nor d id  I s e e  it i n  
d r a f t .  Only from t h e  co f fee  cup d iscuss ion  with Major 
MCKNIGHT d id  I have any knowledge t h a t  such a r e p o r t  
was going on, and he only wanted t o  b r i n g  it a b r e a s t  t h a t  
it was going on; and i f  t h e r e  were i n q u i r i e s ,  t o  r e f e r  
the  c a l l s  t o  him. 

10: I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e s t a t e  what you must 
have s t a t e d  be fo re  concerning Colonel LUPER. How were 
you informed about Colonel LUPER being t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

A .  O f f i c i a l l y ,  never ,  s i r .  I pe r sona l ly ,  by 
v i r t u e  of h i s  f r equen t  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  admin o f f i c e  of 
Major MCKNIGHT, which was a l i t t l e  unusual during t h i s  
time, I gained t h e  impression t h a t  he was t h e  primary 
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i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  on it. O f f i c i a l l y ,  I have no 
knowledge t h a t  he was a c t u a l l y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i -
ga tor .  It was an assumption t h a t  I made only.  

Q Well, I th ink  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  important whether 
o r  n o t  you had been informed by Major MCKNIGHT o r  exac t ly  
how you developed t h i s . ,  

A. No, s i r .  I t ' s  on assumption I made by v i r t u e  
of h i s  f r equen t  v i s i t s  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  b u t  
o f f i c i a l l y  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  he was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  
No, sir. I wasn ' t .  

Q. Did Major MCKNIGHT ever  i n d i c a t e  t o  you by 
any in t ima t ion  t h a t  he and Colonel LUPER were doing t h i s  
together  o r  LUPER had been designated as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  o r  anything? 

A- I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  i f  such a s ta tement  
w a s  i n  f a c t  e v e r  made. The b e s t  of my knowledge Major 
MCKNIGHT j u s t  advised me t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
going on and t o  advise him ~f  any i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  it and 
l e t  him f i e l d  t h e  c a l l s .  The f requent  v i s i t s  from Colonel 
LUPER i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time frarny was probably what would 
cause m e  t o  make t h e  assumption t h a t  he was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
o f f i c e r ,  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r .  Not having had any opportun-
i t y  t o  have been up i n  My Lai himself during t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  opera t ion  he would be a l o g i c a l  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  t o  
make such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  hear  a t  any t ime t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER had been asked by Colonel HENDERSON t o  make a 
r e p o r t  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  I have no knowledge of  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. Did t h e  r eques t  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  o r i g i n a t e
with d i v i s i o n ?  You've ind ica ted  it went t o  d i v i s i o n .  
What do you know about t h e  requirements f o r  t h e  r epor t?  
Did Major MCKNIGHT i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a reques t  had been 
received? 

A. Yes, sir. He'd i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a reques t  had 
been received.  I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether t h e  r eques t  o r i g i n a t e d  
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with the  123d commander, a s  a r e s u l t  of M r .  THOMPSON'S 
t a l k i n g  with him about what happened, o r  whether t h e  
requirement t o  i n s t i t u t e  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came down 
from d i v i s i o n .  Had it come from d i v i s i o n ,  I would 
assume the  d i v i s i o n  would have appointed an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  have checked it ou t ,  had 
they been d i r e c t l y  involved w i t h  t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I 
would judge t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  probably came from t h e  123d 
commander, Warlord commander, d i r e c t l y  t o  Colonel HENDER-
SON, who probably ordered such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted. 

Q-. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major MCKNIGHT 
speaking of conversat ion with General YOUNG i n  t h i s  
regard? 

A, N O ,  s ir .  

(10 depar t s  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

MR MACCRATE: Have you t d l d  us a l l  you can r e c a l l  about 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember very sketchy information 
on t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  b e s t ,  

? *  Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  weeks immediately there-
a f t e r  a d i scuss ion  with Sergeant GERBERDING wi th  r e spec t  
t o  a f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  something t h a t  
had occurred i n  t h e  Task Force Barker opera t ion?  

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was 
preparing a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  f o r  d iv i s ion?  

A.. No, sir.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE around t h i s  time t a l k i n g  with Major MCKNIGHT 
regarding t h i s  e a r l i e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I have t o l d  
you about? 

A. No, s ir .  Colonel BLACKLEDGE was one who, when 
he d iscussed  something, usual ly  made s u r e  who was around. 
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I would have no r e a l  requirement t o  become involved 
i n  it unless  they would have wanted a s ta tement  from 
me about my ac t ions  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  Sergeant  GERBERDING main-
t a ined  a s p e c i a l  secure f i l e ?  

A. No, sir. The only f i l e  t h a t  I had r e a l  
knowledge of o t h e r  than  h i s  f i l e s  was a f i l e  t h a t  we 
prepared between us,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  what kind of 
p a t t e r n  t h e  VC used f o r  t h e i r  bsooby t r a p s  and ambushes. 
We were t r y i n g  t o  p a t t e r n  t h i s  s o  we could p r o t e c t  our 
troops a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r ,  g e t  t h e  information back 
out .  That i s  t h e  only s p e c i a l  f i l e  t h a t  I had knowledge 
of him keeping. 

Q- You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any conversat ion 
with him about some papers t h a t  he may have been keeping 
under maximum s e c u r i t y  f o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You ind ica ted  t h a t  he s a t  r i g h t  across  from 
you i n  t h e  TOC. Did he have another  desk l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  The e n t i r e  br igade headquarters  
complex was l a t e r  fenced o f f ,  b u t  no t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  time. We had a number of t e n t s  s e t  up t h a t  we 
used as  our  admin i s t r a t ion  o f f i c e s .  Only t h e  duty 
personnel and personnel such as  myself o r  Sergeant  
GERBERDING, being N C O I C ' s  f o r  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  worked i n  t h e  
TOC, were allowed i n t o  t h e  TOC. We had an S 3  opera t ions  
t e n t ,  and next  t o  t h a t  was an S2 opera t ions  t e n t ,  and i n  
add i t ion  t o  t h a t  was a b r i e f i n g  t e n t .  These were t h e  
th ree  t e n t s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  immediate c lose  proximity 
t o  t h e  TOC i t s e l f .  The S 1  and S4 complex was about 
1 0 0  meters away from t h e  TOC. They had s e v e r a l  t e n t s  
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. He would have i n  t h a t  t e n t  a desk i n  add i t ion  
t o  t h e  duty desk he would occupy when he was with you? 

A. Yes, sir.. and he a l s o  kept  h i s  maps over  
there .  And he kep t  a l l  of  h i s  admin i s t r a t ion  type  
records maintained i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  i n  a f i l e .  
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Q E i t h e r  l a t e  i n  A p r i l  o r  towards May 1968, w e r e  
you aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted by t h e  
b r igade  o r  p o s s i b l y  by Colonel  BARKER? 

A. No,, s ir .  I might b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  a t  t h i s  t ime 
t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  month of  May I was absen t  from t h e  11 th  
Brigade.  I r e e n l i s t e d  29 A p r i l  and immediately depa r t ed  
t h a t  same day on my r e -en l i s tmen t  l eave  back t o  t h e  main-
l and  he re ,  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  b r igade  on 3 June ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  t o  t h e  b r igade  TOC a r e a .  

Q. Had Colonel  BARKER l e f t  by t h a t  t ime t o  assume 
h i s  command of  t h e  4/3? 

A. Immediately upon my r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e .  a s  
I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  same week Colonel  BARKER depa r t ed  t o  go 
up t o  t h e  4/3, H e  had a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  assignment a s  
b a t t a l i o n  commander because o f  t h i s  a c c i d e n t .  

Q Which a c t u a l l y  occur red  on 1 3  June? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I went  up and took over  t h e  4/3 
as s e r g e a n t  major on 19 June.  That  i s  when Colonel  
RUSSELL r e p o r t e d  i n  a s  b a t t a l i o n  commander as w e l l .  

Q I n  March and A p r i l  1968, d i d  you h e a r  any 
d i s c u s s i o n  o r  rumors among t h e  personne l  a t  LZ Bronco 
about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you knew was going on, 
o r  had gone on, as you went around? Was t h i s  something 
t h a t  was t a l k e d  about ,  s o  t h a t  you had t o  s a y ,  "This 
i s n ' t  t o  be t a l k e d  about"?  Anything where you w e r e  
c a l l e d  upon t o  g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  when you 
overheard conve r sa t ions?  

A. No, s i r .  I f a i l  t o  r e c o l l e c t  e v e r  h e a r i n g  
s o l d i e r s  t a l k  about t h i s .  

Q W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
i n  some co rne r s  o f  Duc Pho t h i s  was something t h a t  was 
t a l k e d  about .  I wondered i f  you had hea rd  any of  t h e s e  
rumors c i r c u l a t i n g ?  

A. No, s i r .  May I e x p l a i n  a l s o  t h a t  be ing  a 
s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  and one very c l o s e  t o  
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t he  b r igade  s t a f f  and a l s o  t h e  b r igade  s e r g e a n t  major,  
t h e  t r o o p s  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a l k  rumors around us ,  and t h i s  
was a l l  we could have c l a s s i f i e d  t h i s  t o  be .  This  is  
one of  ou r  key p o i n t s  b e f o r e  we l e f t  Hawaii. I f  you 
hea r  a rumor, d o n ' t  t a l k  about it u n t i l  you know i t ' s  
f a c t ,  and then  c l e a r  it t o  s e e  i f  you can t a l k  about  
it. My s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  b r igade  shop l e f t  a l l  t h e i r  
bus iness  a t  t h e  b r igade .  When they  l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e  a l l  
t h e  bus ines s  t hey  had t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  was l e f t  t h e r e .  
There was j u s t  damn l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  about b r igade  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  about  what went on o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC a r e a .  
The rumors were s o  easy t o  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  o f t e n  annoying 
people when they  g o t  s t a r t e d .  I j u s t  had a f i n e  group of 
s o l d i e r s  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  b r igade  TOC, and they  under-
s tood  t h i s .  

Q Did you from t i m e  t o  t ime s e e  any of t h e  
Quang Ngai adv isory  team over  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  from time t o  t ime.  W e  had a good 
l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  advisory  team a t  Duc Pho. u n t i l  I 
moved up t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  I never  had good c o n t a c t J w i t h  
t h e  people  a t  Quang Ngai, t h a t  i s  pe r sona l  c o n t a c t ,  
o t h e r  t han  t e l e p h o n i c  communication. A t  t imes w e  
would c h a t ,  b u t  over  t h i s  type of i n c i d e n t  t h e r e  was 
no d i s c u s s i o n  between m e  o r  any of  t h e  adv i so r  person-
n e l  about it. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel  
HENDERSON going down t o  Quang Ngai on t h e  day of t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. No. s i r .  co lone l  HENDERSON, aga in ,  w a s  the 
t y ~ eof commander who i n s u r e d  t h a t  h i s  l e f t ,  r i g h t ,  and 
r e a r  w e r e  a l l  coo rd ina t ed ,  and it was n o t  unusual  f o r  him 
t o  s i t  down a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  LZ and c h a t  wi th  them. 

Q. You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON assumed 
command on 15 March, j u s t  b e f o r e  t h i s  ope ra t ion .  We 
understand t h a t  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning, he pa id  
a cour tesy  c a l l  on Colonel  K H I E N  who was t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  c a l l i n g  and 
being asked t o  pass  any messages o r  moni tor ing any mes-
sages p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  t h a t  v i s i t ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  I can r e c o l l e c t  no t r ansmis s ion .  
Again, I t h i n k  t h e  assumption is  be ing  made I was f u l l  
time i n  t h e  TOC, and I was n o t .  

Q. You were i n  and o u t ?  

A. I n  and o u t .  This  t r ansmis s ion  could have come 
through t h a t  he w a s  going t o  s e t  down a t  Quang Ngai. I 
may have n o t  been brought  a b r e a s t  of t h i s .  We k e p t  a 
l o c a t i o n  s t a t u s  c h a r t  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and when 
he  changed, I t  w a s  j u s t  a g rease  p e n c i l  mark wiped o f f  
and p u t  back on aga in  where he could be con tac t ed ,  o r  
what h i s  l a s t  r e p o r t e d  l o c a t i o n  w a s .  He w a s  known t o  
set down a t  a combat a r e a  and t a l k  t o  commanders. W e  
wanted t o  know who t o  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  even t  w e  had t o  g e t  
ho ld  of him. I t  was very much a g rease  p e n c i l  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  mainta in  h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

Q = What pe r iod  of  t i m e  d i d  you cont inue  t o  s e r v e  
wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

i 
A. I se rved  wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade from 4 August 
1966 u n t i l  I l e f t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 24 Noverber 5969, 
c o r r e c t i o n ,  1968. , 

Q Since  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  gained p u b l i c  
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1969, have you had occas ion  
t o  speak wi th  any o f  t h e  former members of  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade or t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. Major HOLCK, who you have up h e r e  t o  c h a t  w i th  
w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  2d Brigade,  24th Div is ion  a t  t h e  
t ime.  Having been wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  I was concerned 
as t o  what t h e  f e e l i n g  was. We d i d  go over  and d i s c u s s  
t h i s .  My d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  him, aga in  from what I s a i d  h e r e ,  
from knowing j u s t  how t h e  b r i g a d e  was t r a i n e d  and t h e  
commanders t h a t  w e  had i n  each one of  ou r  b a t t a l i o n s ,  w e  
j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  see how an a r b i t r a r y  k i l l i n g  of  people  
could t a k e  p l ace .  W e  were a w e l l  t r a i n e d  u n i t  w i th  high 
morale,  g e t t i n g  t h e  h e l l  s h o t  o u t  of  us by mines and 
booby t r a p s  and t h e  unseen enemy. A t  t h e  b e s t ,  it t a k e s  
t h e  b e s t  commanders t o  main ta in  u n i t  i n t e g r i t y  under 
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Too seldom were w e  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  VC, 
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and the  VC dressed as  any o the r  c i v i l i a n  d id  over the re .  
The only time when you could p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  them 
as a VC was when you caught him w i t h  a  p i s t o l  b e l t  on 
o r  with a  weapon i n  his hand o r  w i t h  some o t h e r  type 
arms, such as  grenades,  with them. 

Q- Did Major HOLCK ind ica ted  any awareness of 
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was going on a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, s i r .  A s  a  matter  of f a c t ,  n e i t h e r  one 
of us even discussed any type of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I had s o  
l i t t l e  knowledge of any paper work t h a t  was a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s  r epor t .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  I was capable of making any 
d iscuss ion .  We j u s t  discussed how such a t h i n g  could 
happen, i f  it could have happened, what was going t o  be 
the  impact upon t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q - I n  add i t ion  t o  Major HOLCK, d id  you d iscuss  
it with o the r s?  

A. No, s ir .  Well, I ' m  a ca ree r  s o l d i e r ,  ~ r o f e s -
s i o n a l  s o l d i e r .  I was the  command se rgean t  major of an 
i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  over t h e r e ,  one company of which was 
involved was My Lai o r  ~ h a t ~ sP i n k v i l l e  opera t ion .  the  
poin t  of t h e  d iscuss ion  we got  i n t o ,  I t  was what was 
going t o  be t h e  long-last ing,  e f f e c t ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  upon our  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were under f i r e  now. 
There was r e a l l y  a t a l k  j u s t  t o  f i n d  out  how t h e  people 
were going t o  r e a c t  and how our s o l d i e r s  were going t o  
r e a c t  under f i r e  i n  a s i m i l a r  type opera t ion .  

Q- Do you remember any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  being made 
back i n  1968 of  any members' of t h e  4 / 3  i n  connection 
with an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  To my knowledge t h e r e  was no such 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  made a f t e r  1 9  June when I became sergeant  
major of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  There was absolu te ly  no reason 
t o  f e e l  t h e r e  was anything a s t r a y  i n  previous conduct 
of t h e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q. Sergeant  major, who assumed your d u t i e s  while 
you were on leave?  
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A. S e r g e a n t  JOHNSON d i d .  Se rgean t  Wil l iam JOHN-

S O N ,  who had been w i t h  Task Force Barker ,  which had been 

d isbanded i n  A p r i l .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  4 / 3  assumed t h e  

miss ion  of  Task Force Barker .  


COL FRANKLIN: Se rgean t  major ,  we've hea rd  a l o t  of w i t -
ne s se s  h e r e ;  we've had a l o t  o f  f i n e  peop le  come i n  h e r e .  
I s e n s e  t h a t  i n  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  u n l i k e  any o u t f i t  o f  
which I had c o n t a c t  w i t h  i n  Vietnam, t h e r e  was an  i n t e n s e  

f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  VC o r  t h e  Vietnamese. Th is  f r u s t r a t i o n  

of  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  who w e r e  enemy and who 

w e r e n ' t  comes a c r o s s  from w i t n e s s  a f t e r  w i t n e s s .  One al-
most g e t s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h e r e  was a ve ry  ha rd  look toward 

t h e s e  peop le  and r e a l l y  n o t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  concern i f  

something shou ld  happen, p a r t i c u l a r l y  o u t  a r o h d  an a r e a  

l i k e  P i n k v i l l e ,  i f  somebody should  g e t  h u r t .  Now, a m  I 

wrong i n  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  I may go back t o  when t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade 
' 	 f i r s t  went  t o X i e t n a m ,  w e  were a w e l l  t r a i n e d  u n i t ,  h igh  

morale ,  w e l l  commanded. W e  went i n t o  Vietnam j u s t  b e f o r e  
Chr is tmas ,  i n t o  a r e p o r t e d l y  s e c u r e  a r e a ,  t o  g e t  o u r  30 
days i n - coun t ry  t r a i n i n g .  Within  3 days w e  s u f f e r e d  o u r  
f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  from an ambush i n  t h i s  s e c u r e  a r e a .  W e  
w e r e  a t t a c k e d  on o u r  b r i g a d e  LZ w i t h i n  a week a f t e r  w e  
g o t  t h e r e .  The n e x t  morning w e  went o u t  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
a  body o r  weapon, j u s t  expended rounds.  W e  went  up t o  
con t inue  o u r  in -count ry  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  
b r i g a d e  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  as a r e s u l t  of  mines 
and booby t r a p s .  You c a n ' t  see them. These VC i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  w e r e  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i th  demol i t i ons .  They 
would t a k e  t h e  M79 grenade round,  normal ly  i f  d i s t u r b e d  
by a G I  would blow up i n  h i s  f a c e ,  and t h e y  would c a r r y  
them f o r  m i l e s  and r e p l a n t  them. A s  s o l d i e r s  you expec t  
t o  f a c e  you r  enemy and see them a t  t i m e s ,  and o u r  enemy 
w a s n ' t  r e a l .  W e  had n o t h i n g  t o  combat; w e  j u s t  had 
' c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  would be  very  easy t o  form t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  you 've  g o t ,  t h a t  you have been a b l e  t o  g e t ,  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  hard-core and developed a h a r d  s h e l l  a g a i n s t  c a sua l -  
t ies of  the Vietnamese. Th i s  w a s n ' t  t r u e ,  i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  G I ' s  w e r e  j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  wart ime G I .  They 
w e r e  g i v i n g  t h e i r  candy b a r s  away; they  w e r e  g i v i n g  t h e i r  
food,  the C-ra t ions  t h a t  t hey  had c a r r i e d  3 days t o  a k i d  
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t h a t  was wounded. I ' v e  seen  s o l d i e r s ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  when 
I was b a t t a l i o n  s e r g e a n t  major,  f a i l  t o  shoot  i f  t h e r e  was 
any doubt ,  because they couldn 't r e a l l y  i d e n t i f y  whether 
t he  man was a VC o r  whether he was a c i v i l i a n .  By t h e  s a m e  
token,  I w i l l  have t o  admit t h a t  c a s u a l t i e s  were t h e r e  a s  
a r e s u l t  of  f i r e s  t h a t  had been p l aced ,  such a s  a r t i l l e r y  
f i re .  People were h u r t  o r  wounded. I t ' s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
a  s o l d i e r  t o  become c a l l o u s  when one of  h i s  buddies  l o s t  h i s  
l e g  o r  h i s  f o o t  o r  was evacuated.  I j u s t  f a i l  t o  e v e r  s e e  
o r  have knowledge of  a r b i t r a r y  k i l l i n g s  f o r  t h e  sake  o f  
k i l l i n g .  The b r igade  p r i s o n e r  p roces s ing  a r e a ,  where w e  
evacuated a l l  t h e  d e t a i n e e s ,  was always r e c e i v i n g  people .  
Af t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  they  would make t h e  de t e rmina t ion  whether 
they w e r e  g u i l t y  o r  n o t  and they  would process  them back t o  
t h e  Duc Pho a r e a .  S o l d i e r s  a r e  a p t  t o  f i r e  back i n t o  a r e a s  
where they r ece ived  f i r e  from. I know w i t h i n  t h e  11 th  
Brigade g r e a t  u se  was made of t h e  PSYOPS o p e r a t i o n .  W e  
overflew a r e a s  and b roadcas t  t h a t  i f  you a r e  i nnocen t ,  i f  
you are n o t  a VC, move t o  such a l o c a t i o n ;  you w i l l  n o t  
be harmed. I know t h a t  General  LIPSCOMB and l a t e r  Colonel  
HENDERSON had loudspeaker  s h i p s  f l y  over  many areas where 
we p u t  t roops  i n  t e l l  them do n o t  run.  I f  you are approached 
by G I ' s ,  do n o t  run because i f  you run you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  
g u i l t .  A G I  ha s  a person 300 meters  away from him run- 
n ing  toward t h e  hedgerow a t t empt ing  t o  evade,  t h e  U.S. 
s o l d i e r  i s  a p t  t o  shoot .  He i s  running and you cannot  
i d e n t i f y  i f  he has  grenades on him o r  no t .  I a i n k  t h e  
lowest  s o l d i e r  du r ing  my t e r m  i n  Vietnam, t h a t  I have 
a c t u a l  knowledge o f ,  used s t r i c t  f i r e  d i s c i p l i n e  and con- 
ducted himself  w e l l .  But you a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  c o r r e c t .  
There w a s  an  enemy we had t h a t  was unusual ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  
Vietnam, i n  view of t h e  f a c t  we ope ra t ed  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  
t h i s  area t h a t  w a s  known t o  be mined and booby t rapped .  
There w e r e  t i m e s  when commanders took t h e  l e a d ,  took t h e  
p o i n t  because o f  t h e  d e p l e t i o n  of  t h e  f o r c e s  and t h e  
amount of  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  they  had t a k e n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e -  
e s t a b l i s h  conf idence  i n  t h e  commander, t h a t  he would s t e p  
o u t  f i r s t .  I know t h i s  t o  be  a f a c t  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  I took as a r e s u l t  of Colonel  BARKER'S dea th ,  w i t h  
t he  b a t t a l i o n  S 2  be ing  k i l l e d ,  change of  command, t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  number of  c a s u a l t i e s ,  dea ths  and wounded t h a t  
we'd t aken  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  The company commander would 
t a k e  p o i n t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime t o  
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e s t a b l i s h  t h e  conf idence of t h e  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
This is  t h e  t ype  of  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  we had. The type  o f  
s o l d i e r  t h a t  w e  had. They a r e  only  human, and t h e r e  i s  
only s o  much they  can be t o l d .  They have t o  have t h e  
conf idence i n  t h e  commander, and t h i s  I t h i n k  w e  had. We 
assembled t h e  b e s t  commanding o f f i c e r s  r i g h t  down t o  t he  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t h a t  I have eve r  had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  
s e rve  wi th .  I f  I had t o  go back t o  Vietnam, I ' d  l i k e  t o  
go back t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  I f e e l  t h a t  s t r o n g l y  about 
it. I t  w a s  an extremely d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n  t o  work over .  
The French had been t h e r e  and they  had pu t  o u t  mines, t h e  
V i e t  Minh had been t h e r e  and they  p u t  o u t  mines, some of 
these mines a r e  20 y e a r s  o l d ,  some of  them a r e  f r e s h .  I f  
you walked down a t r a i l  f o r  one hour and you d i d n ' t  change 
d i r e c t i o n s  you were s u b j e c t  t o  t a k e  c a s u a l t i e s  because they 
were p l a n t i n g  mines and booby t r a p s  i n  f r o n t  of you. I f  
you s t a y e d  i n  one p a r t i c y l a r  a r e a  f o r  over  3 days,  you 
were going t o  t a k e  c a s u a l t i e s .  You had t o  be taken  o u t  
of  an a r e a .  This  i s  the' t ype  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
b r igade  was committed t o .  Task Force Barker  went i n t o  
an a r e a  t h a t  was u n t r i e d  wi th  U .  S . t r oops .  The t roops  
understood t h e  o b s t a c l e s  they  were going i n  a g a i n s t .  They 
understood they  were going t o  t a k e  c a s u a l t i e s .  W e  knew 
t h e  a r e a  w a s  mined. W e  d i d n ' t  know where t h e  mines were 
a t .  I f  t h i s  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  unders tanding t h e  frame of  
mind of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ,  I hope it does.  Hard. 
Y e s .  He had t o  be t o  e x i s t .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  l e t  t h e  casua l -  
t ies  t h a t  w e  took g e t  t h e  b e s t  of  us .  A s  i n  any w a r ,  
t h e r e ' s  a c e r t a i n  percen tage  o f  c i v i l i a n  personne l  t h a t  
won ' t  heed warnings ,  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  move o u t  of t h e i r  homes 
because of  pending m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  Out of  t h e s e  t h a t  
f a i l  t o  heed t h e  warnings t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  number of 
t h e m  t h a t  w i l l  b e  h u r t .  The p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t he  manner i n  
which they  r e a c t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  
good guys from the bad.  But aga in ,  I f a i l  t o  see t h e  
a b i l i t y  of  t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  t o  l i n e  up people  and gun them 
down f o r  t h e  sake  of  n o t  want ing t o  t r a n s p o r t  them o u t  of  
t h e  a r e a .  I t  i s  incomprehensible t o  m e  from having t r a i n e d  
t h a t  b r i g a d e ,  from b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  monitored 
a l l  of i t s  t r a i n i n g ,  t a k i n g  i t  i n t o  combat, and watching 
i t s  o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  having the  oppor tun i ty  t o  be b a t t a l i o n  
s e r g e a n t  major ,  t o  conceive t h a t  t h i s  e v e r  happened. I n  
f a c t  it could  have. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  it c o u l d n ' t  have. I 
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f a i l  t o  be a b l e  t o  conceive it. Our s o l d i e r s  developed 
an a t t i t u d e  o f ,  w e l l ,  "Who's nex t?"  because of t h i s  type  
of o p e r a t i o n .  I l o s t  one of my b e s t  f r i e n d s  over  t h e r e  
as  a r e s u l t  of a mine. A p la toon  s e r g e a n t  doing h i s  job,  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a way t o  g e t  h i s  p la toon  t o  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e ,  
nor th  of  My Lai .  He h i t  an 82mrn round s e t  up a s  a booby 
t r a p  and amputated bo th  l e g s  and bo th  arms and he l i v e d  
u n t i l  he g o t  t o  Japan.  When you evacua te  t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  
t h a t  a r e  doing t h e i r  job and you evacua te  c i v i l i a n s  r i g h t  
a long s i d e  them who had been i n j u r e d  as  a r e s u l t  of m i l i -
t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  then  you v i s i t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and you f i n d  
t h e r e  are almost  a s  many c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  as t h e r e  a r e  G I ' s .  
I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  comprehend a s o l d i e r  gunning down people .  

, We've answered a number of d u s t o f f  c a l l s  because a c i v i l -
i a n  h i t  a mine and g o t  wounded. So w e  send o u t  d u s t o f f  
s h i p s  t o  b r i n g  them back t o  g ive  them medical  a t t e n t i o n .  
O r  some k i d  t h a t  may have g o t  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  
They g e t  t h e  same t r ea tmen t  as w e .  I ' m  j u s t  a t  a l o s s  
t o  v i s u a l i z e  any of  ou r  commanders, i f  they had knowledge 
of t h i s  be ing  done, t o  t o l e r a t e  it. 

Q The purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t o  check 
i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  adequacy of them. W e  
c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your f e e l i n g s  on t h i s .  There is  no 
ques t ion ing  of your p r i d e  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  it. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming 
very much Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK.  You have g iven  us 
a g r e a t  d e a l  and you have he lped  us i n  p u t t i n g  t h i s  -
t oge the r .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1222 hour s ,  30 
January 1970. J 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: KISSINGER, Harry P. Chaplain 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 19 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Brigade 
Chaplain ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. MEETING WITH MEDINA I N  THE FIELD AFTER THE MY LA1 
OPERATION. 

Chaplain KISSINGER r e c a l l e d  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  MEDINA f o r  
a l a r g e  number o f  K I A ' s  made by C Company (pg.  6 ) .  
This occur red  on Monastery H i l l  sometime a f t e r  18 March 
1968 (pg. 6 ) .  KISSINGER remembered t h i s  because he  w a s  n o t  
on Monastery H i l l  too o f t e n  and on t h i s  occasion he remained 
wi th  t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  ove rn igh t  (pg. 10) . H e  
thought  it unusual  t h a t  MEDINA s a i d  s o  l i t t l e  about t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  response t o  h i s  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  (pgs .  11, 1 3 ) .  
KISSINGER asked a ques t ion  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  r ece ived  
no answer and dropped t h e  s u b j e c t  because he f e l t  t h a t  
MEDINA d i d  n o t  want t o  t a l k  about it (pgs.  11, 1 3 ) .  MEDINA 
d i d  n o t  s t r i k e  KISSINGER as be ing  proud of t h e  ope ra t ion  
(pg.  1 4 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

KISSINGER d i d  n o t  recal l  a t t e n d i n g  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  
My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  o r  t a l k i n g  wi th  LEWIS, CRESWELL, HENDERSON, 
o r  BARKER about a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  
(pgs.  8 ,  9 )  . N o  one i n  C Company e v e r  s a i d  anything t o  him 
about it (pg.  9 ) .  H e  knew noth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  dea th  of  a l a r g e  number 
o f  noncombatants (pg. 9 ) .  H e  never  s a w  any p i c t u r e s  from 
t h e  PI0  o f f i c e  regard ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 8) . No one a t  
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Duc Pho s a i d  anyth ing  t o  him about it, inc lud ing  those  i n  
t h e  174th Aviat ion Company (pgs. 9 ,  10) . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Assessment of  o f f i c e r s .  

H e  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of r e s p e c t  f o r  BARKER because 
BARKER had p r i n c i p l e s  and moral s t anda rds  and r a n  h i s  
ope ra t ions  c a r e f u l l y  and wi th  exac tness  (pgs. 11, 1 2 )  . 
MEDINA was compet i t ive ,  ded ica t ed  and s i n c e r e ,  and h i s  men 
had r e s p e c t  f o r  him (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  had ou t s t and ing  m i l i t a r y  
a b i l i t y  and took t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii very s e r i o u s l y  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
KISSINGER thought  BARKER'S b a t t a l i o n  was t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  
b r igade  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

b.  Memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  COX. 

KISSINGER thought  Chaplain COOPER gave t h e  memorial 
s e r v i c e  f o r  COX (pg.  5 ) .  COOPER k e p t  a d i a r y  (pg.  6 ) .  

c .  Competition concernina body counts .  

There w a s  l o t s  of  compet i t ion among t h e  u n i t s  i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  concerning body counts  (pg. 13)  . 
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(The hearing reconvened a t  1507 hours ,  19 January 
1 9 7 0 . )  

I 0 : The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, ' 

MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  is Chaplain Harry P.  KIS-
SINGER.  

(MAJ KISSINGER was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and he t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Chaplain,  f o r  t h e  record would you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of ser-
v i c e ,  organiza t ion  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Harm P h i l l i p  KISSINGER, 111, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number Major, Chaplains Corps, United S t a t e s  
Forces Support Ac t iv i ty  , D a m  t a d t  , ~ e r m a n ~ ,APO New York , 
09175. 

I 0 : Major Kissinger  have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. I understand them and no ques t ions?  

Q. Aside from myself ,  Major KISSINGER, h e r e  a t  t h e  
t a b l e  on my l e f t  is M r .  Robert MACCRATE, who is  a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer. He has volunteered t o  Secre tary  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  m e  
i n  t h e  conduct of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  s e r v e  as  l e g a l  
counsel t o  me. 

On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG who has been de- 
s ignated  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
t o  m e ,  i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of 
these  gentlemen may a l s o  address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -  
noon. You should know t h a t  bes ides  t h i s  group we have o t h e r  
groups who a r e  l ikewise t ak ing  testimony from t h e  various 
witnesses .  I ,  however, w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
insu r ing  t h e  completion of t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  weighing of  t h e  
evidence and making t h e  f indings  and recommendations. 
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A s  a  m i l i t a r y  wi tness  you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i s -  
cuss your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  any o t h e r s  who may appear before  t h i s  inqui ry  a s  
wi tnesses ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do i n  t h e  perfor-  
mance of o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  as  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  
be£ o re  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
body. I use t h e  term l e g i s l a t i v e  because t h e r e  i s  a possi-
b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be requi red  t o  appear before  one of t h e  
House committees, o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  sub- 
committee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. 

I do not  t h i n k  you've been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  genera l  court-mart ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Calley.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, sir.  I have no t .  

Q. I f  you a r e  c i t e d  by t h e  judge f o r  t h i s  case  o r  by 
o t h e r  judges f o r  any o t h e r  case your appearance h e r e  today 
would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  
of  such an o rde r .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

8 .  Major KISSSINGER, would you c i t e  your duty s t a t i o n  
and your duty as  of 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember I was with t h e  11th  
In fan t ry  Brigade, serv ing  a s  a s s i s t a n t  br igade chaplain.  
The brigade chapla in  was Chaplain HOFFMAN. There were a 
number of chapla ins  who had gone over with t h e  br igade.  
A s  f a r  as  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  a t  t h a t  time I was wi th  4 /21 .  
I s t i l l  d i d  have some connection with the  1/20 which was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  I was with when I f i r s t  went over t h e r e  from Hawaii. 
I had kep t  s p e c i f i c  notes  a s  f a r  as  d a t e s  of  s e r v i c e s  
and s o  f o r t h ,  but  I do no t  have them on me a t  p resen t .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  I destroyed those when I went t o  my second 
assignment i n  Vietnam, t o  t h e  north.  I was only with t h e  l l t h  
In fan t ry  Brigade about 6 months. I was t r a n s f e r r e d  nor th  
t o  t h e  DMZ. 

Q. When was t h a t ?  
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A. I t  was around June, somewhere i n  June. Every-
t h i n g ' s  i n  s to rage  a t  t h i s  time o r  coming over t o  us i n  Ger-
many, s o  I don' t have the  information I 'd l i k e  t o  have. 

Q We d o n ' t  have t o  be p rec i se  i n  these .  We're j u s t
t r y i n g  t o  f i x  you i n  the  b r igade ,  t o  f i n d  ou t  what your dut-
i e s  were wi th in  the  br igade.  Since t h i s  mat ter  of My Lai 
became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
September, e a r l y  October 1969, now about 4 t o  5 months 
ago, have you had any conversat ions w i t h  anybody from Task 
Force Barker, from t h e  brigade o r  from t h e  America1 Divis-
ion  concerning e i t h e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  Son My 
o r  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  inc iden t?  

A. S i r ,  may I ask again what d a t e  you s a i d  t h i s  was 
supposed t o  have occurred? 

Q Well t h e  i n c i d e n t  was supposed t o  have occurred 
i n  t h e  middle of March 1968. The l a t t e r  da tes  I ' m  g iv ing  
you i s  a f t e r  t h i s  became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. The 
announcement was made, and it came o u t  over r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
and i t  was a l s o  ind ica ted  i n  the  newspaper. I t  's subsequent 
t o  t h a t  per iod.  I ' m  asking a t  the  p resen t  whether you had 
any conversat ion s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. No, sir.  The news r e l e a s e ,  p u b l i c  news r e l e a s e  
was t h e  f i r s t  I ever  r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
such a ma t t e r  occurred. 

Q. When d id  you f i r s t  become acquainted with Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I suppose you understand how Task Force Barker 
came about ,  s e l e c t i n g  one company from each b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  
11th Brigade. The b a t t a l i o n  had no chapla in  as  such,  but  there 
was more o r  l e s s  an a r e a  coverage of chapla ins  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
So s i n c e  I was occupied mainly with v i s i t i n g  t roops  south of 
Duc Pho, I d id  n o t  g e t  involved too  much wi th  con tac t s  up 
the re .  I knew Colonel BARKER very personal ly .  In  f a c t  I 
bapt ized h i s  son before  we l e f t  Hawaii, a very personal  
f r i e n d ,  very f i n e  man. I guess s e v e r a l  t imes I was up t h e r e  
t o  t h e  place c a l l e d  ~ o t t i ewhere he commanded h i s  b a t t a l i o n .  
I'm t r y i n g  t o  p iece  t h i s  toge the r  i n  my mind. A s  f a r  as  I 
can remember, it was on a h i l l  a t  t h e  t o p ,  I th ink  i t s  near  
P inkv i l l e  what you c a l l  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  I th ink .  I t  was c a l l e d  
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Monastery H i l l .  I was flown o u t  t h e r e .  The b e s t  I r e c o l l e c t  
i t  was a few days a f t e r  t h i s  supposed i n c i d e n t  took place.  
I do remember congra tu la t ing  t h e  company commander f o r  t h e  
k i l l  t h a t  he d i d  have. 

Q *  Which company commander was t h i s ?  

A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q MEDINA, you knew MEDINA then? 

A. Y e s ,  knew him very w e l l .  

Q. Did you a l s o  know MICHLES, who had B/4/3 and 
who was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  middle of June w i t h  Colonel BARKER? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  I knew them a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  i n  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  whi le ,  i f  I may. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask a few o the r  
ques t ions ,  s o r t  of i n  chronologica l  o r d e r ,  i f  w e  may. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You were aware then  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You knew genera l ly  t h e  a r e a  of its opera t ion ,
genera l ly  i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula? 

A. Vaguely, yes ,  s ir .  I was n o t ,  a s  I s a y ,  too  of ten  
up t h e r e ,  j u s t  occas ional ly .  

Q - This opera t ion  s t a r t e d  on t h e  16 th .  Looking a t  
t h e  map t o  your r e a r ,  t h i s  A0 is  south  of  t h e  Diem Diem 
River ,  out  of t h e  normal A 0  of Task Force Barker. This had 
been given t o  them f o r  a per iod  by t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and 
by Quang Ngai Province. This opera t ion  was t o  be i n i t i a t e d  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  16th.  You can s e e  t h e  arrow t h a t  points 
t o  t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  where C/1/20 went i n .  You can 
a l s o  s e e  t h e  LZ t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  genera l  a r e a  where ~ / 4 / 3  
went i n t o .  N o w ,  t h i s  took place on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  
of t h e  opera t ion .  W e  understand t h a t  t h e r e  was a memorial 
s e r v i c e  a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  15 th  f o r  a man by 
t h e  name of COX who had been k i l l e d  i n  a mine acc iden t  t o  
the nor th  of t h a t  a r e a  a couple of days previous t o  t h i s .  
Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e ?  
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A. I was questioned about t h i s  some t i m e  ago by phone 
conversat ion,  n o t  the  name of t h e  person, b u t  I asked i f  I 
he ld  a  memorial s e r v i c e .  

Q- J u s t  a minute now i f  I may. Who t a l k e d  t o  you
by phone, I asked you a few minutes ago i f  you'd t a l k e d  
t o  anybody and you i n d i c a t e d  no. 

A. \ You asked before October I be l i eve .  

Q. A f t e r  October. 

A. I had a c a l l  2 days before  I went t o  Germany from 
your o f f i c e .  

\ 

Q Yes. \* 
1 .  

A. I spoke t o  a major,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, and 
a colonel  it seemed l i k e .  

Q. APICI? 

A. Yes, sir.  I th ink  it was t h e  colonel  that--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You t a l k e d  t o  two people from 
t h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A*  I I Y e s ,  f i r s t  a major and then  a  co lonel .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  

A. They knew I was e n  r o u t e  t o  Germany and I was on 
leave i n  m y  home town, York, Pennsylvania. Two days be fo re  
I l e f t ,  as I remember, someone d i d  ask me i f  I conducted a 
memorial s e r v i c e .  I ' m  s t a t i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge. I know I was asked about a memorial s e r v i c e .  I s a i d  
I remember p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a memorial s e r v i c e  a t  Dot t ie .  
Chaplain COOPER t o  the  b e s t  of  my knowledge conducted t h e  
s e r v i c e  and I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  prayer .  Now t h e  name COX 
sounds very f a m i l i a r .  Like I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  have a d i a r y  pre-
sen t .  I have a l l  t h e  correspondence t h a t  I wrote t o  next  of 
k i n  and s o  f o r t h  but  t h i s  is  i n  my f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  somewhere 
on t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean probably,  coming across  t o  Germany, 
s o  I d o n ' t  have access t o  t h i s  because I wasn ' t  asked u n t i l  
things were put  i n  s to rage  f o r  sh4pment. Chaplain COOPER who 
is a t  For t  Dix, Chaplain Rule COOPER, Captain,  was with us 
t h e r e  and h e ' s  t h e  one I be l i eve  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o r  conducted 
the  memorial s e r v i c e .  He d i d  keep an accura te  d i a r y .  
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I t a l k e d  t o  a chap la in  t h e r e  j u s t  y e s t e r d a y ,  Sunday, and t h a t  
c h a p l a i n  t o l d  me t h a t  COOPER d i d  keep an a c c u r a t e  d i a r y .  Of 
course  I thought  he might be b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h i s  case  t o  g ive  
a l i t t l e  more l i g h t  s i n c e  he has  t h e  d a t e s  and s o  f o r t h .  My 
mind 's  a  l i t t l e  vague. I know I d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  a t  D o t t i e .  I thought  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  men t h a t  
w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q. W e  unders tand t h e r e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  two memorial 
s e r v i c e s  o r  l e t s  say  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  There w a s  a Pro tes -
t a n t  s e r v i c e  and then  a C a t h o l i c  s e r v i c e  and t h e n  a l l  t h e  men 
came t o g e t h e r  w e  would unders tand f o r  a f i n a l  memorial s e r v i c e ,  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  That sounds l i k e  t h e  way it w a s .  Mem-
o r i a l  s e r v i c e  and a s e p a r a t e  C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  s e r v i c e ,  
I remember t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  s p e c i a l  about 
t h i s  as f a r  a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  men a r e  concerned,  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. No, no th ing  whatsoever.  A s  I s a y ,  I was s u r p r i s e d  
a s  w e r e  many o t h e r  people  about t h e  l a r g e  k i l l  t hey  had ,  sup-
posed they w e r e  a l l  V i e t  Cong. I t h i n k  I s a i d  I s t a y e d  on 
the h i l l t o p  s e v e r a l  n i g h t s  l a t e r .  I vaguely t h i n k  I a l s o  con-
duc ted  a s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a b r i e f  one,  and s t a y e d  over-
n i g h t  t o  t h e  nex t  morninq. I s t a r t e d  going on p a t r o l  w i t h  
them, and t h e n  t h e  chopper came i n  and took me o u t .  Nothing 
w a s  e v e r  s a i d  t o  me by any o f  t h e  mcn. I t a l k e d  t o  a number 
o f  them t h e r e ,  and you 'd  t h i n k  t h a t  someone would say  some-
t h i n g  t o  the c h a p l a i n  i f  t h e r e  was anyone 's  consc ience  both-
e r i n g  them. 

Q. Do you know what company was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime?  

A. This  was C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q- This  would have been subsequent  t o  t h e  1 8 t h  then?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember it was s e v e r a l  
days a f t e rwards ,  when I was on t h i s  h i l l  c a l l e d  Monastery H i l l  
w i t h  Captain  MEDINA. T h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  when I had congra tu l a t ed  
him. 
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Q. We would understand t h a t  subsequent t o  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ,  a day o r  s o  a f t e r  t h a t ,  Char l i e  Comnany went on a r i c e  
p ro tec t ion  type of mission,  breaking up i n t o  small  p a t r o l s  
t o  p r o t e c t  the  r i c e  ha rves t .  I be l i eve  your d i v i s i o n  re-
f e r r e d  t o  this as  the  Golden Fleece opera t ion  somewhere 
t o  t h e  nor th  of t h i s  AO. Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  Monas-
t e r x  H i l l  i s  loca ted?  Here 's  another  map of a l a r g e r  s c a l e  
whl h c e r t a i n l y  covers more a rea  t h a t  you can perhaps lo-
c a t e  it. 

I A. I t  seems t o  me l i k e  it was sou theas t  from Task 
Force Barker. I remember f l y i n g  over  t h e r e  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q You n o t i c e  due e a s t  of LZ Dot t i e  on t h i s  map, and 
a l s o  on t h i s  l a r g e  s c a l e  map, is  another  LZ c a l l e d  LZ Uptight.  
Would t h i s  have by chance been c a l l e d  Monastery H i l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it. 

Q Now t h e r e  is a h i l l  due sou th ,  I should say south-
sou theas t  from Barker t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  
Look t h e r e  across  t h e  r i v e r .  This is  Nui Thien An which you 
see .  There is H i l l  80 which has  q u i t e  a l a r g e  c i t a d e l  and 
defense p o s i t i o n  on t o p  o f  i t .  Is t h i s  t h e  a r e a  by chance 
t h a t  you ' re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s  Monastery H i l l ?  I 

A. It  very we l l  could be. I know t h e r e  was a monas-
t e r y  on t o p  of i t  and monks up t h e r e  and s o  f o r t h .  Tha t ' s  
where I s tayed overnight  with them. A l l  I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  name 
Monastery H i l l .  

Q. You're an o l d  f r i e n d  of Colonel BARKER. When you 
were t h e r e  on t h e  af ternoon of  t h e  15 th ,  d i d  he mention any-
th ing  about the  opera t ion  t h a t  was going t o  go on the  16th? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I was t h e r e  on t h e  15th .  Like I s a i d ,  
I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c  da tes .  I remember being a t  these 
places  when t h i n g s  were t r a n s p i r i n g  b u t  nothing was s a i d  t o  
me about Colonel BARKER. On occasion I was i n  h i s  opera t ions  
command t h e r e ,  b u t  d o n ' t  remember anything he s a i d .  They 
sometimes mentioned the  c o l l e c t i o n .  They had some souveneirs 
hanging around, of d i f f e r e n t  weapons. T h a t ' s  a l l  I remember. 
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Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- When you were back a t  LZ Bronco and Duc Pho, d i d  
you e v e r  see any p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  P I 0  shop which had t o  do with 
t h i s  ope ra t ion?  I 

A. No. 

Q =  Did your  d i v i s i o n  chap la in  e v e r  come t o  you t o  t a l k  
about  anyth ing  unusual  happening, t o  sugges t  t h a t  you keep 
your e a r  t o  t h e  ground f o r  in format ion  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  
n a t u r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q= Do you remember t h e  name of  your d i v i s i o n  chap la in  
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Lieu tenan t  Colonel  Frank LEWIS. 

Q How about  Major CRESWELL? Did he e v e r  t a l k  t o  
you about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I remember him, b u t  I b e l i e v e  he  was up 
a t  Chu La i .  

Q- Y e s ,  he was t h e  DIVARTY chap la in .  

A .  Yes, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember. I ' v e  only  met him, 
I b e l i e v e  it was one t ime.  We had a r e t r e a t  up t h e r e ,  b u t  
I ' v e  never  t a l k e d  t o  him about t h i s  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q- Did you e v e r  have any d i s c u s s i o n s  with Colonel  
HENDERSON about  t h i s  ope ra t ion  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r .  None whatsoever.  

Q. Subsequently d i d  you have any wi th  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. About t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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Q About some c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  may have been k i l l e d .  

A. No, sir.  

Q- None of t h e  members of t h e  company came t o  t a l k  
t o  you? 

A. No, sir. Like I s a y ,  I was with them t h e r e  on t h e  
h i l l t o p  s e v e r a l  days af terwards and no one s a i d  a th ing .  

I Tha t ' s  what bugs me s o  much. 
h 

Y 

Q Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was being conducted, wi th in  e i t h e t  t h e  br igade  o r  t h e  divfs-
i on ,  on something unusual which may have taken p l a c e  i n  My 
~ a i ?  \ 

A. N o ,  s i r .  Chaplain HOFFMAN w&s t h e  br igade chaplain.  
He would have knowledge of t h i s  i f  anyone, and he d i d n ' t  d i s -
cuss too  much w i t h  us ,  t he  opera t ions  of t h e  br igade.  

Q Where d id  you spend most o f  your time up he re?  

A. In  Vietnam with t h e  11th  Brigade. 

Q- A t  t h a t  t h e  when BARKER was loca ted  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
where were you loca ted?  I 

A. I was a t  Duc Pho, and I covered t h e  a r e a  south  of 
Duc Pho. 

', 

Q. That was down i n  t h e  a r e a  of thd  4/21? 

A. Yes, sir. I became t h e i r  chaplain,  a s  soon as  they 
came over .  I ' m  n o t  su re  t h e  exac t  d a t e  they came over.  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember any t a l k i n g  around Duc Pho 
perhaps i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  174th Aviation Company, around 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  o r  anything,  which r e f  e r r e d  t o  
something unusual happening and hear ing  such names a s  Pink-
v i l l e ,  My La i ,  Tu Cung, Co Luy, Son My o r  anything of t h i s  
nature? 
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A.  No, s i r .  I even conducted s e r v i c e s  over t h e r e  f o r  
about a  month o r  more with t h e  a v i a t i o n  company, and nothing 
was eve r  s a i d .  The only th ing  t h a t  I remember about P inkv i l l e  
was t h a t  it was a tough a r e a  and heavi ly  booby-trapped. ThatVs 
a l l  I remember of i t .  

Q - Now you don' t have t o  respond t o  t h i s  ques t ion  
unless  you s o  d e s i r e  t o ,  but  i n  your p r i v i l e g e d  capaci ty  as  
a  chapla in ,  do you r e c a l l  anybody ever  coming t o  you and asking 
f o r  r e l i g i o u s  coverage because of something which may have 
taken place i n  t h i s  a rea  about t h a t  time? 

A .  No, sir .  None whatsoever. 

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  meeting with t h e  company , 

a t  Monastery H i l l  s o  soon a f t e r  the  opera t ion .  . m a t  is  it  
t h a t  you f e e l  he lps  you t o  f i x  t h a t  i n  mind? What impressed 
you a t  t h a t  time? What leads  t o  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  occasion? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  I follow your ques t ion ,  sir.  

Q. As w e  t h i n k  back over th ings  t h a t  we 've done 2 
yea r s  ago, somethings we r e c a l l ,  o t h e r  th ings  we have l i t t l e  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  about.  Usually t h e r e ' s  some chain of asso-
c i a t i o n  we f i n d  i n  our  mind which leads  us back t o  a  par- 
t i c u l a r  occasion. I wondered what i t  was t h a t  made you 
r e c a l l  this meeting on Monastery H i l l ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were only ,  as f a r  as  I can remember, 
a few times t h a t  I was up i n  t h a t  a rea .  So i t  wouldn ' t  be 
hard  t o  remember t h a t  occasion. And t h e  most memorable 
occasion was being on Monastary H i l l ,  being o u t  t h e r e  with 
them overnight  i n  the  f i e l d .  

Q- Staying with t h e  monks overnight  t h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  
what you ind ica ted?  

A .  Well s t a y i n g  wi th  the  t roops overnight  i n  the 
f i e l d .  I remember t h e  monks of course walking around t h e r e  
and s o  f o r t h .  

I0: Were these Buddhist monks o r  Ca tho l i c  monks? 
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A. Buddhist. There 's no a s s o c i a t i o n ,  I mean 
as  f a r  a s  I can remember as  t o  why I went up a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. I c a n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  rea-
son. I do remember having congratulated t h e  company 
commander, and I assoc ia ted  t h a t  with Monastery H i l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Captain 
M E D I N A ' s  response? 

A .  I a l s o  ran  t h a t  over my mind a few days 
ago, and t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can come up w i t h  was 
t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  too much s a i d  i n  response t o  my 
comment. I, s a i d  congra tu la t ions .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  
as b e s t  I can remember I proceeded t o  ask about it, 
but  I d i d n ' t  g e t  too  much response.  I can '  t remember 
any d e t a i l s  of what he t o l d  me except  a l i t t l e  nod, and 
"Yes it w a s  s o ,  I' o r  something l i k e  this. 

Q. Knowing Colonel BARKER as  wel l  as  you d i d ,  
I g a t h e r  you d i d  have occasion t o  observe t h e  k ind  of 
an opera t ion  he ran  and t h e  r e l a t i o n  among some of t h e  
members of t h e  t a sk  fo rce .  How, i n  you observat ion ,  d id  
he conduct the opera t ion  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  D i d  he  I 

l eave a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  Major CALHOUN? What r o l e  d i d  
you observe Major CALHOUN playing? 

A. Well, I was always impressed w i t h  Colonel 
BARKER'S opera t ion  and h i s  s i n c e r i t y  and exactness ,  
carefu lness  wi th  which he d i d  every opera t ion .  Of 
course,  Major CALHOUN ac ted  as  h i s  S1 and S 3  a t  t h a t  
time and' they were always r i g h t  t h e r e ,  always be fo re  
t h e i r  maps. They were quick t o  pick up the  phone c a l l s .  
They were i n  on every opera t ion  whi le  I was i n  t h e  
opera t ion  bunker with them.' I ' v e  never seen  anything 
out of t h e  ord inary  except  r e a l  f i n e  opera t ion  pro-
cedures. 

Q Had you l e f t  LZ Dot t i e  on the  n i g h t  of  the  
15th o r  d i d  you s t a y  over t o  t h e  16th? 

A. Again, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember d a t e s  a t  t h i s  
poin t .  
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Q The opera t ion  was on the  16th .  I f  you were 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  on the  1 5 t h ,  my ques t ion  
r e l a t e s  t o  whether you were a c t u a l l y  a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h e  
day of t h e  opera t ion  which would have been t h e  day 
following the  memorial s e r v i c e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know s i r .  I h a t e  t o  say wi thout  some 
kind  of a calendar .  

10: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER ran  q u i t e  
a t i g h t  opera t ion .  What's your apprec ia t ion  f o r  him 
as  a man? 

A. I had t h e  h i g h e s t  r e s p e c t s  f o r  him, sir .  I 
knew him s i n c e  Hawaii. I t  seemed l i k e  o t h e r s  had t h e  
h i g h e s t  regard f o r  him too .  A very f i n e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  
f a r  a s  I can a s c e r t a i n .  P r i n c i p l e s ,  moral s t andards ,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  as  a m i l i t a r y  man, very accomplished. 

Q Would you g ive  us your a p p r a i s a l  of Captain
MEDINA? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  My acquaintance with him again 
qoes back t o  Schof ie ld  Barracks.  I was out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
wi th  him when he was t r a i n i n g  h i s  men f o r  Vietnam. I never 
saw a company commander t ake  t r a i n i n g ,  prel iminary 
t r a i n i n g ,  s o  s e r i o u s l y  a s  he d i d .  I made t h a t  comment 
t o  him ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  he s a i d ,  "Well, we do it 
j u s t  l i k e  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  happening r i g h t  now. This is  
a l l  f o r  t h e i r  own l i v e s ,  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e t y ,  t o  p r o t e c t  
them. " I n  s o  many words, k i l l  o r  be k i l l e d  and s o  
f o r t h .  The men had a high respec t  f o r  him because he 
was dedica ted ,  s i n c e r e  and he was concerned about t h e i r  
s u r v i v a l  j u s t  a s  much as  any company commander could 
be. So, as  f a r  a s  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y ,  very outstand-
ing.  

Q I understand he was q u i t e  a competi t ive type
of ind iv idua l .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know how t o  answer t h a t ,  b u t  I would 
aff i rm.  
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Q- Was t h e r e  much competit ion between the  b a t -
t a l l i o n s  and t h e  var ious u n i t s  wi th in  t h e  br igade o r  
d i v i s i o n  concerning body counts and th ings  of t h i s  
category? 

A. This is my impression, sir. 

Q That was so?  --& 

A. Yes, sir.  I t  i s  my impression t h a t  t h e r e  
was always t h a t  number. Who g o t  t h e  most t h i s  day. 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about b a t t a l i o n s  i n  genera l .  Who g o t  the  
g r e a t e s t  k i l l  and s o  f o r t h .  Being hones t ,  t h i s  was 
my impression. 

COL ARMSTRONG: I presume you t a lked  t o  company commanders 
q u i t e  o f t e n .  Did they e v e r  seem r e l u c t a n t  ho t a l k  about 
a success fu l  opera t ion .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  
w i t h  you d i scuss ion  with Captain MEDINA on Monastery 
H i l l .  I remember t h a t ,  a s  a r i f l e  company commander, 
any time w e  w e r e  i n  a success fu l  ope ra t ion  we  were loud 
and c l e a r  i n  broadcast ing t o  everybody, everybody t h a t  
would l i s t e n  t o  our  war s t o r i e s .  Is t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
today o r  was it d i f f e r e n t  i n  those days o r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA d i d n ' t  seem t o  be--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well, t h e r e  was n o t  much t a l k  
about it, I ' l l  agree t o  t h a t .  

Q. But genera l ly  r i f l e  company commanders, didn '  t 
they usual ly  t a l k  about t h e i r  success fu l  e x p l o i t s ?  

A. A s  a r u l e  they d i d ,  s ir .  

Q- But you didn 't cons ider  t h i s  unusual? 

A = ,  I thought it was, b u t  l i k e  I say ,  I asked 
about it. I complimented him on t h e  k i l l ,  and I pro-
ceeded t o  ask someone about it and d i d n ' t  g e t  too,much 
of an answer. I j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  
about it and l e f t  it hang, d i d n ' t  say  any more. Never 
dreamed t h a t  t h e r e  was anything d i f f e r e n t  b u t  t h e  (count.  
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Q He d i d n ' t  g ive  you any impression t h a t  he 
was not  proud of what he had done, of what had occurred? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t  rece ive  the  impression t h a t  
he was proud. 

Q. Well, he seemed j u s t  more evas ive  because he 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  want t o  t a l k  t o o  much about i t .  

10: When do you expect  t o  r ece ive  your household 
goods, Major KISSINGER? 

A .  I may have t h i s  i n  my b r i e f  case i n  t h e  
o u t e r  o f f i c e ,  on t h e  b i l l  o f  l a d i n g  and s o  f o r t h .  I 
hope wi th in  a couple more weeks. 

Q I f  you would, make an immediate check, when 
you have an oppor tuni ty ,  of your personal  records t o  
see i f  you can f i x  your l o c a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
w i t h  r e spec t  t o  Monastery H i l l ,  and t h e  t ime which 
may be a v a i l a b l e  t o  you i n  your d i a r y  and o t h e r  docu-
ments which you have a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. I ' d  l i k e  you, 
when you g e t  t h a t  informat ion ,  t o  g e t  on t h e  telephone. 
W e ' l l  have some people here  who w i l l  t ake  t h a t  d a t a  from 
you. 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  t h e  b e s t  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  
t h e  only d a t a  I would have a r e  t h e  l e t t e r s  I wrote t o  
next o f  k i n  wi th  d a t e s  on them, sympathy l e t t e r s .  I had 
one of t h e s e  small  green memo pads,  of course ,  where 
I wrote down where I h e l d  s e r v i c e s ,  with which b a t t a l i o n  
and t h e  da tes .  When I l e f t  the  11th  Brigade, it was i n  
t h e  middle of June I b e l i e v e ,  s i n c e  I had recorded a l l  
my s e r v i c e s  and everyth ing  on my chapla in  a c t i v i t y  r e p o r t  
f o r  t h e  q u a r t e r ,  I didn '  t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember, 
keep t h a t  small  qreen memo pad book. You d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
a n t i c i p a t e  any i n c i d e n t s  coming up and I th ink  I destroyed 
t h a t .  So t h e  only th ing  I would have a r e  t h e  l e t t e r s  
of sympathy I wrote.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  names t h a t  may be 
on these .  I went nor th  around June,  sometime i n  t h e  mid-
d l e  of June o r  t h e  end of June, I went nor th  t o  t h e  DMZ 
and was with an a r t i l l e r y  group s o  I saw no reason t o  
keep any p a r t i c u l a r  names. 
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Q. Well would you s t i l l  have t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
next  of k i n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I d id  no t  destroy those.  

Q - '  Well, i f  you at tended t h i s  s e r v i c e  f o r  COX 
which was on t h e  15 th ,  the  l e t t e r  should be around about 
t h a t  time. 

a \ ;  '" 

Right ,  sir.  

Q. So you shouldn'  t havd t o o  much d i f f i c u l t y ,  
I shou ldn ' t  t h i n k ,  i n  i s o l a t i h g  t h a t .  

1 

A .  I wrote most of  thd sympathy l e t t e r s  f o r  the 
1/20, p r i o r  t o  being assigned t o  t h e  4 /21 .  Now I a l s o  
do have names od a l o t  of men of Company C who made com-
mittments t o  Che i s t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e r v i c e s  I he ld .  I have 
a l l  t hese  names, it might be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  look over.  
I n  o t h e r  words, I mean men who were r e a l l y  s i n c e r e  s p i r i -  
t u a l l y  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  had given t h e i r  h e a r t  t o  C h r i s t  
and s o  f o r t h .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  would have any 
value i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  names of people i n  t h e i r  ac t ions .  
In  o t h e r  words, you might have t h e  name of a man who's 
moral c a t i o n s  you ques t ion .  I j u s t  might have h i s  
name as  one who made such a s p i r i t u a l  committment. 

Q. W e l l  i f  you have such information on C/1/20 
I t h i n k  it would be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  us t o  look a t  it. 
A s  f a r  a s  t h e  names of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a t  t h e  moment we're  
no t  having any problem picking up t h e  names o f  t h e  
people,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  d a t a  may be h e l p f u l  
t o  u s ,  t o  look a t  t h a t .  I would n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  en te r -  
ing  such i n t o  t h e  record.  

MR MACCRATE: Would your record i n d i c a t e  the da tes  
t h a t  t h e s e  have occurred? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  most of them. Whenever I had a 
s e r v i c e  with maybe s o  many men making such a s p i r i -
t u a l  dec i s ion ,  committment t o  C h r i s t ,  I would record t h e  
d a t e  and then  the  names of  the  men underneath. I had 
q u i t e  a few names of men. A number of companies of  t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  and o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s .  
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10: How do you r e c o l l e c t  Char l i e  Company? 

A.  B e s t  I can remember, I ' v e  been th inking  about 
t h i s  too.  I think we had good r e s u l t s  i n i t i a l l y  wi th  
them before  t h e i r  depar ture  and a r r i v a l  over t h e r e .  I 
came over  l a t e r .  They were t h e  advance p a r t y  and I had 
a number of good s e r v i c e s  wi th  them, qood response.  I 
was w e l l  pleased.  

Q. W e l l  we do want t o  g e t  hold  of t h i s  d a t a  when 
i t  becomes a v a i l a b l e  t o  you s o  you might g e t  i n  touch 
wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  w e  can g e t  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  s e n t  on i n  
t o  us by t h e  most expedi t ious  means. I f  you have any 
a d d i t i o n a l  information t h a t  comes t o  mind, Major KISS- 
INGER,  we'd l i k e  t o  know about t h a t .  A s  I s a y ,  any 
documents which YOU can provide w i l l  be most h e l p f u l .  
I f  you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime,  we 'd  be happy 
t o  t r y  t o  respond t o  them. 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  chapla ins .  I do f e e l  
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e i r  information would be j u s t  a s  valu-
a b l e  a s  mine. A s  I s a i d  one i s  Chaplain COOPER, Rule 
COOPER and he 's a t  For t  Dix , New Je r sey .  Now Chaplain 
LEWIS knew a l l  t h e s e  people and Chaplain CAREY, especi -  
a l l y .  H e  was the  Cathol ic  chap la in ,  John CAREY, C-A-R-E-Y. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  where he is  s t a t i o n e d  b u t  he was up t h e r e  
a t  Dot t i e ,  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  b e t ,  more than  most of us were. 
He had t h e  Cathol ic  coverage and he had a l o t  more t e r -
r i t o r y  t o  cover. He was up on t h a t  road I guess every 
week. He knew those people r e a l  w e l l ,  Colonel BARKER, 
CALHOUN, and a l l  t h e  r e s t .  The o t h e r  one, of  course ,  i s  
Chaplain HOFFMAN t h e  br igade  chaplain.  I f  anybody knew 
t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  angles of  t h e  opera t ions  and involve- 
ments o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  he should because he was i n  
Colonel HENDERSON'S s t a f f  meeting, I 'm s u r e ,  every week. 

MR MACCRATE: What about Chaplain SHANNON. It was sug-
ges ted  t o  us t h a t  he had been t h e  a c t i v e  Cathol ic  chap- 
l a i n  with Task Force Barker. 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  when i n  t h e  world he came 
over t h e r e ,  what da tes .  I remember him, I d i d n ' t  g e t  too  
w e l l  acquainted with him. 
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I0: Did SHANNON belong t o  the  1 1 t h  Brigade o r  d id  
he belong t o  t h e  198th Brigade and come down p e r i o d i c a l l y  
t o  provide Ca tho l i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  those people i n  t h e  northern 
area? 

A .  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  case.  I can '  t remember 
him being assigned t o  l l t h  Brigade. A s  f a r  a s  I can rem-
ember we had only one Ca tho l i c  chapla in ,  Chaplain CAREY, 
and he was s t i l l  t h e r e  when I departed.  But as  I s a y ,  
I covered the  southern a rea  from Duc Pho down, and it 
was j u s t  on ,occasion when I thought I wanted t o  go up t h e r e ,  
up t o  D o t t i e ,  it wasn ' t  very o f t e n .  A few others--these 
o t h e r  chapla ins  would have more knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  
than I would. 

Q Well w e  '11 a l s o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  i f  you'd
l i k e  t o  make a s ta tement  f o r  t h e  record.  

A .  You want an o u t l i n e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  sir--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  No, above and beyond what you
have already i n d i c a t e d  i f  you have some s ta tement  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  pu t  i n t o  t h e  record ,  we'd be very happy t o  rece ive  
it. 

A.  W e l l  about the  only th ing  I could say  t h a t  
I ' v e  been r o l l i n g  over i n  my mind is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
th ink  of a l l  the  b a t t a l i o n s  with the  l l t h  Brigade I was 
impressed most wi th  Colonel BARKER'S b a t t a l i o n ,  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  nothing negat ive ,  of course,  b u t  a p o s i t i v e  
angle--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  
now as  t h e  Task Force Barker? 

A.  Task Force Barker,  y e s ,  s i r .  I f e l t  personal ly  
t h a t ,  I may be wrong, t h e  morale was a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  
t h e r e  than o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  and they had the  h ighes t  
esteem, I f e l t ,  f o r  Colonel BARKER and t h e  company com-
manders. This is  my personal  observa t ion .  

Q. Do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

A .  No, sir.  

I0: This hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1550 hours ,  19 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: K R I E G ,  Ronald M .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 4 February 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

GVITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: S2 Clerk,  S2 Sec t ion ,  11 th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade, 1 6  J u l y  1968 - 1 6  June 1 9 6 9 .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF DOCUMENTS RELATIVE TO HENDERSON'S REPORT. 

M r .  K R I E G  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  any r e q u e s t s  f o r  documents 
r e l a t e d  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted i n  1 968 (pg. 3) . He 
d id  n o t  r eca l l  a search  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  f o r  documentation 
concerning My ~ a i(pgs. 3 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a re-
o rgan iza t ion  of  t h e  f i l e s  i n  December of 1968 by Master 
Sergeant  CAMELL (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  However, it could have occurred 
wi thout  h i s  knowledge, s i n c e  he d i d  no t  work c l o s e l y  wi th  
t h e  f i l e s  (pg. 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  an envelope i n  
Master Sergeant  GERBERDING's  desk conta in ing  close-hold 
papers (pg. 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no d i scuss ion  regard ing  t h e s e  
papers ,  o r  anyone r e f i l i n g  them a f t e r  GERBERDING l e f t  ( p g . 8 ) .  
H e  never heard t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel DONALDSON, t h e  
USARV I G ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G  wanting t o  l o c a t e  anything i n  
t h e  S2 f i l e s  (pgs .  10 ,  11). 
2.  TYPING A COPY OF HENDERSON'S REPORT. 

~ l t h o u g h  t h e  wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  tha t  he  w a s  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  type  any p a r t  of ~ x h i b i tR-1 ,  a t r u e  copy of 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  vaguely remembered t h a t  
it w a s  typed by t h e  S1 s e c t i o n  (pgs.  4 ,  9 )  . H e  had never seen  
Captain RODRIGUEZ1 s ta tement  of 1 4  A p r i l  1968. H e  never typed 
a copy of t h a t  s ta tement  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He recognized CAMELL'S 
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handwri t ing as t h e  n o t a t i o n s  on E x h i b i t  R-5 ,  a carbon copy 
of HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pg. 8 ) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  H e  never heard  any rumors o r  d i scuss ions  about  
P i n k v i l l e  except  t h a t  it w a s  considered h o s t i l e  and heav i ly  
mined (pg. 12) . 

b. The wi tnes s  had never t a l k e d  wi th  anyone a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

' R O D R I G U E Z ~  s t a t e m e n t  of 
M-30 1 4  A p r i l  1 9 6 8  W i t  had never seen. 1 2  

T r u e  copy of W l t  had never s een  
R-1 HENDERSON s R e p o r t .  	 i t .  D i d  n o t  r e c a l l  4 , 9  

t y p l n g  a t r u e  copy. 
B e l i e v e d  the S 1  
s e c t l o n  t y p e d  t n e  
first t w o  pages of 

- -
I 	 I -

C a r b o n  copy of 	 wit d l d  n o t  r e ca l l  
R - 5  H E N D E R S O N ' S  R e p o r t .  	 having seen it. 9 


H e  dld n o t  r e m e m D e r  

t y p i n g  R - 1  f r o m  R S  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1100 hours ,  4 February 
1970.) 


MR MACCRATE: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR MAC-
CRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  
M r .  Ronald M. KRIEG. 

(MR KRIEG was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

M r .  KRIEG,  f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. Ronald Milton K R I E G ,  I l i v e  a t  41102 Greenbrook 
Lane, Plymouth, Michigan, and p r e s e n t  occupat ion would be  as -
s i s t a n t  manager a t  a grocery  s t o r e .  

RCDR : Thank you. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  KRIEG, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
we handed o u t  t o  you ( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you unders tand them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions?  

A .  None. 

Q. M r .  MACCRATE i s  ' a  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  volun- 
t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  ass is t  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t o  assist General  PEERS and be  a l e g a l  
counsel  ko him and t o  t h e  rest of us  who a r e  engaged i n  t h i s .  
There a r e  o t h e r  groups t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
j u s t  as we are in t e rv i ewing  you. W e  would l i k e  you t o  know 
t h a t  even as t h i s  i s  going on,  General  PEERS pe r sona l ly  i s  r e -
spons ib l e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  
f o r  d i g e s t i n g  a l l  of  t h e  tes t imony,  coming up w i t h  conc lus ions  
and recommendations. M r .  MACCRATE o r  myself may be a sk ing  you 
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ques t ions .  M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  probably conduct most of  t h e  
ques t ion ing .  

A. Very good. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  K R I E G ,  would you s t a t e  your p o s i t i o n  wi th  
the  1 1 t h  Brigade,  America1 Div i s ion ;  t he  pe r iod  t h a t  you were 
i n  t he  va r ious  p o s i t i o n s ;  and when you l e f t  t h e  br igade?  

A. Okay, s i r .  Roughly, I g o t  t o  t h e  b r igade  and went 
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  16 J u l y  1968. I g o t  i n t o  Vietnam . 
be fo re  t h a t ,  b u t  never  g o t  t o  t h e  S2 shop u n t i l  t h e n ,  and was 
t h e r e  a f u l l  y e a r ,  w e l l ,  11 months, from then  u n t i l  roughly 
16 June 1969. My p o s i t i o n  then  wi th  t h e  S2 shop was t h e  S2 
c l e r k .  

MR MACCRATE,: During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  who were t h e  S2 o f f i c e r s  of 
t he  br igade?  

A. Major SCHLEICHER was t h e  S2, I b e l i e v e .  I f  my 
memory serves m e  correct,  I t h i n k  Captain  RINEHART w a s  t he  
a s s i s t a n t  S2. Now o u r  S2 a i r ,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  L i eu t enan t  DIEHL. 
Of course  they changed o f f  and on as t h e  months went by. 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  a s  t h e  months went by Major 
SCHLEICHER w a s  r ep l aced  by? 

A.  Major VEATCH, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. And Major VEATCH w a s  r ep l aced  by? 

A .  Major COX. 

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  would you i d e n t i f y  f o r  
us  t he  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  personne l  i n  t h e  S2 shop? 

A .  S t a r t i n g  from, l e t ' s  say E8 down? The e n l i s t e d  
personne l?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. When I g o t  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  Master Sergeant  GERBER-
D I N G  w a s  t h e  NCOIC. I b e l i e v e  an E-7 t h e n ,  STEPHENS, Sergeant 
STEPHENS. Of course  Larry  BAILEY, t h e  man you j u s t  t a l k e d  t o ,  
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was one of  t h e  c l e r k s .  Richard o r  Dick MCKNAPP w a s  t h e  c l e r k  
t h a t  I r ep l aced .  Larry  SPANGLER I b e l i e v e  worked bo th  i n  t h e  
s2 shop and t h e  TOC a s  t h e  handyman, I guess you 'd  s ay .  Larry  
BOYD was ou r  main, I t h i n k ,  NCOIC i n  t h e  TOC, E-5, s e r g e a n t  
E-5. And J e r r y  STROP w a s  t h e  man, a Spec 5 l a t e r  on,  i n  charge 
of a l l  your secret and c l a s s i f i e d  documents. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
it. 

Q- You were t h e r e f o r e  i n  t h e  S2 shop i n  A p r i l  and 
May 1969. 

\ 

Yes, r i g h t .A. 
\ 

Q Do you r e c a l l  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  a r e q u e s t  cbming
i n  t o  t h e  S2 shop f o r  some papers  r e l a t i n g  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  had been conducted i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

A. None whatsoever,  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major COX conduct ing 
a s ea rch  of t h e  S2 f i l e s  a t  t h a t  t ime t o  see i f  c e r t a i n  papers  
could be l o c a t e d ?  

A. Nothing t h a t  would have made m e  wonder o r  make me 
th ink  of any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  may have been 
a t i m e ,  because t h e r e  was a l o t  of t imes  t h a t  we looked through 
the  f i l e s  f o r  e i t h e r  one of t h e  S 2 ' s .  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well now by t h i s  t ime ,  Sergeant  
CAMELL had r ep l aced  Sergeant  GERBERDING. 

A.  Right .  

Q. Now do you r e c a l l  Sergeant  CAMELL ask ing  you t o  
a s s i s t  him i n  any such s e a r c h  o r  t h a t  he was involved i n  such 
a s ea rch ,  and perhaps  t u r n e d  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  
shop t o  h e l p  him look f o r  t h i s  document o r  documents? 

A. I ' d  s ay  no aga in ,  a s  f a r  a s  p i n p o i n t i n g  it t o  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  t imes ,  a s  I say 
q u i t e  a few t i m e s ,  t h a t  we looked f o r  something,  b u t  I never 
remember anyth ing  about My Lai  o r  s ay ing  we've g o t  t o  look 
f o r  t h i s  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. I 
don ' t  r e a l l y  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s .  
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Q. M r .  K R I E G ,  I show you Exh ib i t  R - 1 ,  which you w i l l  
n o t e  is a t r u e  copy of a document, and y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  it i s  
c e r t i f i e d  by Major COX. And I 'd  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  docu-
ment r a t h e r  c a r e f u l l y  and see i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ;  
f i r s t ,  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two pages.  

A. No, s i r ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I ' v e  never  s een  it. 
I know I can say one t h i n g .  I ' v e  never  seen a  body count  
l i k e  t h a t  s i n c e  I ' v e  been t h e r e .  W e l l ,  y e s ,  I have t o o ,  dur-
i n g  t h e  B-52 s t r i k e ,  b u t  t h a t  wasn ' t  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  

Q I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  focus ing  a t  t h i s  t ime on t h e  sub-
s t a n c e  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  whether 'you recal l  anyth ing  about  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h a t  t r u e  copy? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  because I would have typed  it. I 
have never  seen  it. I ' m  s u r e  I would have typed  it i f  Major 
COX w a s  t h e  man t h a t  s igned  t h a t ,  and t h a t  's what puzz les  me. 
I f  he had s igned  i t ,  I ' d  have typed it. The re ' s  no way about 
it, ' cause  I d i d  almost  a l l  t h e  t y p i n g  when he  was t h e r e ,  un-
less, of  cou r se ,  t h e  S3 typed  it o r  somebody. But I d i d n ' t .  
I f  it came through Major COX and came through t h e  S2 shop,  
I would have typed it. 

Q - From time t o  t ime were papers  t yped  i n  t h e  S1 
shop? Did you have a working r e l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  S1 shop? 

A .  No, I wouldn ' t  t h ink  so .  I thought  you meant S3. 
No, S3, I t h i n k  w e  worked k ind  of hand-in-hand wi th .  But I 
wouldn ' t  s ay  S1, t o  my knowledge. 

Q. W e l l  who were t h e  c l e r k s  i n  t h e  S1 shop who would 
do t h a t  k ind  of  t yp ing?  

A.  I w a s  never  t o o  c l o s e  wi th  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could remember names i n  t h e  S1 shop. I can 
v i s u a l i z e  one guy, and I t h i n k  i f  I hea rd  h i s  name I would 
know him. I n  f a c t  he came and l e f t  Vietnam a t  t h e  same t ime 
I d id .  

Q. Would he  be a l i k e l y  person t o  do t y p i n g  of t h a t  
k ind? 

A. S1, t h a t ' s  where t hey  work wi th  awards and s t u f f ,  
I b e l i e v e ?  
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Q- Y e s .  

A. I f  I ' v e  go t  t h i s  guy i n  t h e  r i g h t  s p o t ,  he  would 
have been a t y p i s t ,  a l though I d o n ' t  know i f  he was t h e  guy 
i n  S 1  o r  t h e  guy i n  S 4 .  Like I s a y  I wasn ' t  t o o  c l o s e  w i t h  
any o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o t h e r  t han  S2 and S3, t h e  people  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q- W e l l ,  w e ' l l  ask you t o  look a t  t h e  r o s t e r  a f t e r  
we conclude,  and perhaps  you can r e c a l l  and i d e n t i f y  f o r  us 
t h e  people  who may have typed such documents. Do you r e c a l l  
i n  t h e  l a te  p a r t  of 1968 a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  
~2  shop? ' ( 

A.  , , I  Roughly November o r  December? 
,' 

I 
! Y e s .  

A .  The only t h i n g  I can remember as f a r  a s  reorgan-
i z a t i o n  of  t h e  f i l e s  would be i n  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  f o r  
Sergeant  GERBERDING l e a v i n g  and Sergeant  CAMELL coming i n ,  
more o r  less say ing ,  now t h i s  i s  where t h i s  goes .  To my know-
ledge t h e r e  w a s  no d r a s t i c  change. I was under t h e  impres-
s ion  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any changing o f  t h e  f i l e s ,  it would 
have j u s t  been,  l i k e  I say ,  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  Sergeant  CAMELL 
coming i n  and t a k i n g  over .  I b e l i e v e  he  g o t  t h e r e  i n  October .  

Q Did you observe any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  f i l e  manage-
ment under Sergeant  GERBERDING and under Sergeant  CAMELL? 

A. No, because I t h i n k  Sergeant  CAMELL, j u s t  l i k e  
anybody else, knew t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n .  H e  j u s t  took him by t h e  
hand and s a i d  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I ' v e  done it. 

Q. Sergeant  GERBERDING s a i d  t h i s  t o  Sergeant  CAMELL? 

A.  And say ing ,  you know, t h i s  is  t h e  way i t ' s  done. 
And I ' v e  found t h i s  good and t h i s  good, s o  he  cont inued  t o  do 
it t h i s  way, t h a t  t ype  of t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was 
r e a l l y  any d i f f e r e n c e .  I t h i n k  once Sergeant  CAMELL g o t  used 
t o  t h e  way t h i n g s  w e r e  r un ,  maybe he d i d  t h i n g s  t h e  way he 
f e l t  was b e s t .  But a s  f a r  as any b i g  change, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q m  Did you f e e l  t h a t  one was perhaps  a l i t t l e  more 
Systemat ic  t han  t h e  o t h e r  i n  main ta in ing  t h e  f i l e s ?  
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A. I t h i n k  Sergeant  GERBERDING was b r i l l i a n t  i n  t h i s  
job,  very b r i l l i a n t .  This  i s  immater ia l ,  b u t  you could pop 
up a q u e s t i o n ,  and h e ' d  say we l l  t h a t  happened back l a s t  June 
and t h a t ,  you know. Then he g ive  you r i g h t  down t o  g r i d  co-
o r d i n a t e s .  

Q Did you work very c l o s e l y  wi th  Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  l i k e  I say ,  I g o t  t h e r e  i n  J u l y ,  and 
he  l e f t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of January 1969 o r  somewhere 
around t h e r e .  But I ' d  say I worked f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  him, I 
t a k e  t h a t  back,  no t  s o  much i n  November and December because 
of cou r se  he  was doing a l i t t l e  shamming because o f  Sergeant  
CAMELL w a s  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  him. 

Q W e l l  he a c t u a l l y  l e f t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  November. 
H e  may have s t a y e d  i n t o  December. 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  what happened. He had probably an 
unauthor ized l e a v e ,  I t h i n k ,  f o r  a month. He went home. I 
d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  s i c k n e s s ,  emergency l e a v e ,  o r  what. I 
t h i n k  h e  had planned t o  l eave  i n  November and t h e y  caught  up 
w i t h  him and brought  him back because he had t aken  a month's 
l eave .  H e  had t o  s t a y  t h e r e  an e x t r a  month. 

COL ARMSTRONG : That  ' s happened be f o r e .  

A .  Sergeant  STEPHENS had t h e  same t h i n g  happen. He 
go t  a l l  t h e  way t o  Chu La i  and a lmost  made it home and they  
caught  him. They s a i d ,  "Wait a minut.e, o l e  buddy, you g o t t a  
go back !" 

MR MACCRATE: But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  December 1968 
of any thorough r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. Of course  I suppose 
you might have c ros sed  t h i s  b e f o r e .  I t ' s  e a s y  t o  f o r g e t ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  p u t  on your t h i n k i n g  cap about 
your  f i l e s .  I know t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  would you recall 
a 510 g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f i l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  To back up, maybe it 'll h e l p  
you a l i t t l e  b i t .  Even though I w a s  a c l e r k  and had a s e c r e t  
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c l ea rance  and had access  t o  t h e  f i l e ,  J e r r y  STROP,  whom I ' m  
s u r e  y o u ' r e  acqua in ted  w i t h  and I t h i n k  w i l l  be he re  tomorrow, 
he handled a l l  of  it. I mean, t h e  only  time I would g e t  i n  
t h e  f i l e  w a s  t o  pu t  i n  t h e  o l d  I N T S U M ' s ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sum- 
maries ,  t o  p u l l  ou t  t h i s  o r  p u l l  o u t  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  wasn ' t  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  any of t h e ,  l i k e  you say ,  whatever it w a s ,  510 
whatever,  you know. I never  r e a l l y  worked wi th  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  
c l o s e l y .  

COL ARMSTRONG: B a s i c a l l y  you were t h e  t y p i s t ?  

A. Right .  And t h a t ' s  what I d i d ,  more o r  less what 
t hey  t o l d  m e  t o  do,  a l l  t ypes  of correspondence.  So t h e  man 
t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  would be  STROP, who I t h i n k  w i l l  be 
i n  tomorrow. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  if STROP was t h e r e  i n  t h e  Novem- 
ber-December t i m e  frame? 

A .  H e  was t h e r e ,  yes .  H e  d i d n ' t  l e ave  till March. 
Roughly 25 March he l e f t  Vietnam. However, we s t a r t e d  an 
o p e r a t i o n ,  which probably e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  LZ Cork 
where t h e y  had a l i t t l e  o p e r a t i o n ,  f i r e  suppor t  base  set  
up i n  t h e  mountains. This  s t a r t e d  roughly t h e  middle of 
November, f i r s t  p a r t  of December, I b e l i e v e .  And he  may have 
gone f o r ,  l e t ' s  say ,  STROP, myse l f ,  and ano the r  guy would 
swi tch  o f f  and on and going o u t  t o  t h i s  f i r e  suppor t  base .  
But he  was t h e r e  i n  November, December, January.  

Q. W e l l  who took h i s  p l a c e  i n  A p r i l  o r  May? 

A. Tom GEIGER ( p h o n e t i c a l l y )  , I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  
su re .  There you go. 

Q.0 
 And he was t h e  'one f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  f i l e s  a s  of  
April/May 1969? 

A. Yeah. He d i d  t a k e  over  h i s  job. I ' m  p o s i t i v e  he  
did .  I d o n ' t  know how f a m i l i a r  h e  was wi th  them i n  A p r i l  and 
May because i t ' s  k ind  of  a t r i c k y  t h i n g  t o  l e a r n  i n  t h a t  l e n g t h  
of t i m e ,  t h a t  s h o r t  of t i m e .  But he w a s  t h e  man t h a t  took 
over .  

Q. DO you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  e v e r  s e e i n g  an 
envelope i n  Sergeant  GERBERDING's desk of what might be  des-  
c r i b e d  a s  c l o s e  ho ld  papers?  
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A. No. 

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t ime  of t h e  
changeover from Sergeant  GERBERDING t o  Sergeant  CAMELL o r  
subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  such an envelope 
of papers?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any review of  Sergeant  
GERBERDING1s papers  a f t e r  he  l e f t  and r e f i l i n g  of some o f  t h e  
papers  t h a t  h e  may have been ho ld ing?  

A. No. There w e r e  t imes  when we have done it, n o t  
a b i g  change, b u t  j u s t  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Q. M r .  KRIEG, I hand you E x h i b i t  R-5. You w i l l  no t e  
it i s  comprised of f i v e  s h e e t s  of paper .  The f i r s t  two shee t s  
a r e  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The nex t  two s h e e t s  a r e  a t r ans -
l a t i o n  of VC propaganda. The l as t  s h e e t ,  t h e  green  onion s k i n ,  
is  a  s t a t emen t  da t ed  1 4  A p r i l  1968. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look i n  
a l l  f i v e  pages and ask you i f  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g ,  e i t h e r  sep-
a r a t e l y  o r  t o g e t h e r ,  any p a r t  of t h a t  c o l l e c t i o n  of  f i v e  shee t s  
of paper?  While y o u ' r e  looking  a t  t h e  second page of  t h e  r e -
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  has  been 
e r a s e d ,  a s  t h e  document w a s  found, a n o t a t i o n  i n  r e d  ove r  Col-
one l  HENDERSON'S name. And t h e n  down i n  t h e  lower l e f t  s i d e  
of t h e  second page,  a n o t a t i o n  "a t r u e  copy",  and Sergeant  
CAMELL had i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  as h i s  handwr i t ing  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  t r u e  copy t h a t  I showed you b e f o r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  typed  from 
t h e  p i e c e  of paper  t h a t  i s  be fo re  you. 

A .  It does look l i k e  Sergeant  CAMELL 's handwri t ing.  
I remember t h a t .  I ' m  no t  good on names, b u t  t h e  t y p i n g  I d i d  
and some of t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f  I t h i n k  I can r ecogn ize ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  e v e r  remember a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s .  E s p e c i a l l y  t h i s  long,  
because I t h i n k  t h e  l o n g e s t  t h i n g  I e v e r  typed  up w a s  on t h a t  
B-52 s t r i k e  we had,  and I had t o  t y p e  up a bunch o f  s t u f f .  
But t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  o f  t h i s  
a t  least t h e  f i r s t  two pages. 

Q *  It was Sergeant  CAMELL's r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it 
was typed  i n  t h e  S1 shop. 

(KRIEG) 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-313 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Well ,  t h i s  could be  t h e n .  

Q- Does t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  a t i m e ,  cause  I t h i n k  I 
remember complaining,  "I don' t want t o  t y p e  a l l  t h a t .  " I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I eve r  saw it, b u t  I t h i n k  I remember t h e y  s a i d ,  
"We go t  a r e p o r t ,  " o r  I t h i n k  t h e y  f i n a l l y  came up wi th  t h e  
conc lus ion ,  " W e l l ,  l e t ' s  l e t  t h e  S 1  t y p e  i t . "  And I remem-
be r  I was q u i t e  r e l i e v e d  a t  t h a t .  

Q. Now i f  you look a t  t h e  n e x t  two s h e e t s  and 1'11 
show you a t  t h e  same t i m e  R - 1  and t h e  copy t h a t  was typed a t  
t h e  t i m e .  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  be ing  asked t o  type  t h o s e  two 
s h e e t s  t h a t  appear  i n  t h e  t r u e  copy from t h e  f i l e  copy, which 
is  be fo re  you i n  R-5? 

A. No, s ir .  I ' v e  never  seen  any of  t h i s .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  t ype  t h e  copy of  t h e  two-page VC 
propaganda? 

A. I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I d i d n ' t  because I ' m  t h e  t y p e  of 
guy t h a t  I k ind  of l i k e  exci tement  l i k e  t h a t .  And I ' d  have 
read it a dozen t i m e s .  I ' d  have remembered t h a t ,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q g  Have you a l s o  looked a t  t h e  green  s h e e t  on t h e  
bottom? I f  y o u ' l l  look a t  t h a t  now, p l ea se?  And I ask  you 
t h e  same q u e s t i o n  about t h a t .  A copy was typed ,  appa ren t ly  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969 a t  Duc Pho, and i s  inc luded  i n  R-1 ,  
t h a t  you 've  a l r eady  examined. Did you t y p e  t h a t  page? 

A. I ' d  say  no. 

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  page be fo re?  

A. No, sir. I 'd remember something l i k e  t h a t ,  I ' m  
su re .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any d i s c u s s i o n  
regard ing  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h a t  t r u e  copy, R - 1 ,  based upon 
t h e  documents R-5 t h a t  you've j u s t  examined? 

A. No, sir.  
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a d i s c u s s i o n  about 
documents i n  an envelope t h a t  w a s  being d e l i v e r e d  t o  Colonel  
CROWE o r  t h a t  was be ing  d e l i v e r e d  t o  your S1, Major HAYDEN? 

A. Th is  would be roughly t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  1969? 

Q- Thi s  would be  i n  probably May 1969. 

A. Of course  h e r e  aga in ,  w e  were i n  a p o s i t i o n ,  work-
i n g  i n  t h e  S2 shop,  where numerous t imes  b i g  bundles  of enemy 
documents o r  any th ing  would come i n ,  some marked s e c r e t  o r  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  whatever.  But it does sound f a m i l i a r  t h a t  one 
came down. I wouldn ' t  say it caused any d i s c u s s i o n  though 
t h a t  I knew o f .  Of cou r se ,  t h e r e  were many t i m e s  t h a t  s t u f f  
came down, documents and s t u f f  came down, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  hon-
e s t l y  say t h a t  one came down t h a t  caused any p a n i c  o r  d i s -
cuss ion .  

Q. W e l l  t h i s  wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  cause  any pan ic  
a t  a l l .  I t  would j u s t  be a r e q u e s t ,  "Can you f i n d  some-
t h i n g  i n  your  f i l e ? "  

A .  This  has  happened s e v e r a l  t imes .  It would go t o  
STROP, because I would very  seldom work wi th  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON, who had been your commanding o f f i c e r ,  
wanted t o  l o c a t e  something t h a t  he had l e f t  behind i n  t h e  
f i l e s ?  

A.  No, s ir .  Nothing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h e a r i n g  t h a t  Col-
one l  DONALDSON, who had succeeded Colonel  HENDERSON, and who 
i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of t h e  d i v i s o n ,  making a re--
q u e s t  f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  document o r  t h e  prepar-
a t i o n  of a copy of t h e  document from t h e  S2 o f f i c e  a t  b r igade?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, no. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of USARV I G  o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  I G  making a r e q u e s t  f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  l o c a t i n g  of  a 
document o r  documents o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  cop ie s  of docu-
ments? 
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A. I have t o  s a y  no aga in ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  
o r  about t h i s  t i m e  of what may have been c a l l e d  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I s h o u l d n ' t  say always. We had a guy t h a t  worked 
with  us ,  B i l l  TORRANCE, I don ' t  know i f  h i s  name's been men- 
t ioned .  He w a s  j u s t  a t r u c k  d r i v e r .  

Q. B i l l  TORRANCE? 

A. Will iam, I t h i n k ,  W i l l i a m  TORRANCE. I b e l i e v e  
T-0-R-R-A-N-C-E. He w a s  w i t h ,  I b e l i e v e ,  D/4/3, b u t  h e  w a s  
t h e  k ind  o f  guy t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know whether t o  b e l i e v e  
him o r  n o t .  And he d i d n ' t  do very good i n  t h e  f i e l d .  So w e  
got him as a t r u c k  d r i v e r ,  a jeep  d r i v e r .  He drove t h e  S2 
around, whoever h e  w a s  a t  t h e  t ime .  And I o f t e n  heard  him 
t a l k  about how, i n  t h e  f i e l d  when they  heard  they  were going 
t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e y ' d  more o r  l e s s  pan ic ,  you know. H e  always 
t a l k e d  about booby t r a p s  and h e a v i l y  mined a r e a s .  H e  never  
s a i d  anyth ing  about "One day we went o u t  and k i l l e d  a hundred 
and s o  people ."  But of course  t h i s  was D/4/3 t o o .  So he  
probably wasn ' t  i n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  what C h a r l i e  Company, 
o r  whatever company was involved i n  t h i s .  But h e ' s  o f t e n  
s a i d ,  "Old P i n k v i l l e  , boy, t h a t  's t h e  wors t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  world ,  " 
but  never  s a i d  anyth ing  about k i l l i n g  people  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. D o  you know i f  he  was i n  Task Force  Barker? Did 
he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  had been i n  B/4/3? 

A .  D e l t a .  

Q. So h e  was i n  ~ e l t a ?  

Q. I n  Task Force Barker t h a t  w a s  involved  i n  t h e  oper-  
a t i o n  on 1 6  March, t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  companies. There w a s  A/3/1, 
B/4/3, and C/1/20. Do you recall  TORRANCE'S d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of B/4/3? 

A. N o .  A s  f a r  as I know, I t h i n k  I ' v e  hea rd  him 
t a l k  about Task Force Barker because I ' m  s u r e  he w a s  t h e r e .  
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H e  roughly came i n  and o u t  of country  t h e  s a m e  t ime STROP d i d ,  
March 1968 till March 1969. Well,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  though,  i f  
t h i s  happened t h e  middle of March, he  may n o t  have even been 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  y e t .  I t h i n k  what he w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  w a s  months 
l a t e r ,  going t o  P i n k v i l l e  was such a bad p l a c e  because it was 
s o  h e a v i l y  mined and a l l .  So now t h a t  I t h i n k  about i t ,  I 
doubt  i f  he  w a s  even i n  t h e  f i e l d  when t h i s  probably took  
p l ace .  

Q - W e l l ,  as d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  mines t h a t  w e r e  
i n  t h i s  whole area, some of them were a c t u a l l y  l e f t  behind 
by t h e  ROK Marines when they  vaca ted  t h e  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  
any d i s c u s s i o n  by TORRANCE o r  anyone else about  a s o - c a l l e d  
P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, none whatsoever ,  o t h e r  t han  j u s t  t h a t  it was 
a bad p l a c e  t o  go,  when t h e y ' d  g e t  words t h a t  t hey  were going 
t h e r e .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a b i g  pan ic .  They h a t e d  t o  go t h e r e .  Of 
course  t h i s  i s  probably t a l k i n g  A p r i l ,  May, and June ,  2 and 3 
months l a te r .  

Q. M r .  K R I E G ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-30, 
and ask you i f  you eve r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  document b e f o r e .  
You w i l l  no t e  t h a t  t h e  second page is  a c l e a r e r  copy, a t r u e  
copy of t h e  t o p  page. 

A. No. This  d o e s n ' t  look f a m i l i a r  ' e i t h e r .  

Q W e l l  I g a t h e r  from what you've t o l d  us  t h a t  
s ea rch  your memory a s  you may, you j u s t  have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  t r u e  copy o r  any p a r t  of  i t ,  R - 1 ,  
o r  e v e r  hav ing  seen ,  be fo re  t oday ,  t h e  papers  from which t h e  
t r u e  copy w a s  p repared?  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I 'm 
t r y i n g  t o  remember. I know I d i d n ' t  t ype  any of it, and I ' m  
no t  s u r e  i f  I eve r  saw it o r  n o t .  But I ' m  c l o s e  t o  p o s i t i v e  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I t h i n k  I would have remembered something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  a s  you can g a t h e r  from t h e  q u e s t i o n s  we've 
been d i r e c t i n g  t o  you, w e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  cop ie s  o f  some of t h e s e  documents and t h a t  t h e y  have 
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s t a t i o n e d  a t  For t  Benning, f r i e n d l y  v i s i t s .  I n  f a c t  I wanted 
t o  g e t  back, a f t e r  t h i s  was brought o u t  i n  t h e  open, I wanted 
t o  g e t  back and t a l k  t o  them about it and see i f  they  knew 
anything.  I kind of wish I had now. 

Q. W e l l ,  when d i d  you t a l k  wi th  Sergeant  STEPHENS 
and Captain RINEHART? 

A. I v i s i t e d  h i s  house i n  August o r  September, both 
of them I had d inner  with  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  And I saw each of 
them once. 

Q . W e l l  d i d  you have conversa t ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e  about 
any ope ra t ion  of Task Force Barker o r  anything r e l a t i n g  t o  
what i s  now commonly desc r ibed  a s  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  Of course  w e  reminisced p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  
whole day about Vietnam and t h e  o l d  t i m e s ,  b u t  it was more 
o r  less m e  t e l l i n g  them what had happened a f t e r  t hey  l e f t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  me ask you, when t h i s  broke i n  t h e  papers ,  
what was your r e a c t i o n ?  

A. Being almost 4 months t o  t h e  day I had g o t t e n  
t h e r e  i n  J u l y  and t h i s  happened i n  March, I found it r a t h e r  
p e c u l i a r  t h a t  I had never heard anything of it. This  i s  
r i g h t  o f f  what puzzled m e .  How it was kep t  s o  q u i e t ,  i f  it 
d i d  happen. 

Q- Does it s u r p r i s e  you, o r  would it ,  o r  d i d  it su r -
p r i s e  you t h a t  American s o l d i e r s  could do such a th ing?  

A. I ' v e  been asked t h i s  ques t ion .  I ' v e  t o l d  f r i e n d s  
I w a s  nea r  t h e r e ,  and they 've  asked m e  t h e  same t y p e  ques t ion .  
But of course  t h e  s t o r y  I g ive  them, you could be o u t  on an 
ope ra t ion  and s e e  your buddies g e t  k i l l e d ,  and you t a k e  it 
ou t  on t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  moves. I know t h a t  happens, and 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  people never  f i n d  o u t  about. 
But when I heard t h a t  f i g u r e  1 2 0 ,  109, I f i g u r e d  it could 
probably happen and maybe d id .  But it didn I t s e e m  r i g h t  t o  
m e .  I d o n ' t  know, and I always thought  t h a t  maybe t h i s  was 
t h e  reason t h i s  p l ace  was s o  heav i ly  mined, l e t ' s  say  4 o r  
5 months l a t e r ,  f o r  example. I ' m  j u s t  guess ing ,  b u t  I could 
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s ee  t h a t  i f  t h i s  happened and t h e y  innocen t ly  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  maybe t h i s  i s  why TORRANCE t a l k e d  
about how it was s o  h e a v i l y  mined a l l  t h e  t ime .  Yet t h e y ' d  
never a c t u a l l y  s een  t h e  enemy o r  e v e r  go t  sn iped  a t .  ~t w a s  
j u s t  mined and t h a t  was it. And I could see t h a t  i f  t h i s  
happened t h i s  would be  why. The people  were s o  d i s t u r b e d  
about t h e  whole i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t hey  s a i d ,  "Well t h e  heck wi th  
them. We ' l l  s e t  ou t  t h e s e  mines ,"  which i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  e n t e r e d  my mind. 

Q. I f  w e  cou ld  d i sabuse  you o f  t h a t ,  i t ' s  always
been h e a v i l y  mined. 

A .  W e l l ,  okay, very good. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  thank you very much, M r .  KRIEG.  We appre- 
c i a t e  your coming i n .  

A. I t ' s  been a p l e a s u r e .  I wish I had some more good 
informat ion f o r  you. 

Q . W e l l ,  w e  would l i k e  you t o  s i t  down wi th  one o f  
our people  and go over  t h e  r o s t e r  and s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
f o r  us i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  S1 shop o r  t h e  S 3  shop who 
may have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u e  cop ie s  
i n  A p r i l  o r  May of  1969. 

A .  I ' v e  go t  one t h i n g  t o  say .  This  i s ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  
whole m a t t e r  i s  confusing.  This  w i l l  probably confuse you 
more. But t h i s  brought  i n t o  mind j u s t  a s t o r y  I heard ,  j u s t  
t h e  o t h e r  day when I found o u t  I w a s  coming he re .  I b e l i e v e  
it was one o f  t h e  g i r l s  a t  t h e  s t o r e  s a i d  h e r  b r o t h e r  was 
involved i n  t h i s  t o o  and was on a s w i f t  boa t .  Whoever it was 
t h a t  w a s  t e l l i n g  m e  was say ing  t h a t  wi th  81  mor ta rs  t h e y  w e r e  
j u s t  bombing t h e  heck o u t  of it a t  t h e  same t i m e  i n  s u p p o r t ,  
I guess.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  means anyth ing .  I d o n ' t  even 
know i f  I could  remember who t o l d  me. 

Q. W e l l  w e  have been t a l k i n g  t o  t h o s e  involved  wi th  
t he  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  and we are anxious t o  have any in format ion  
i n  t h a t  r ega rd .  I t  may w e l l  be t h a t  w e  a l r eady  have t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m  o f  in format ion  you speak o f ,  b u t  w e  a r e  
l i t e r a l l y  l e a v i n g  no s tone  unturned.  
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A. Yeah, I'm s u r e .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  l a s t  name which would i n d i c a t e  
t o  us t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. I t  was such a quick conversa t ion  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
even know i £  it w a s  one of t h e  c a s h i e r s  o r  one of t h e  g i r l s  
a t  t h e  s t o r e ,  b u t  l e t  m e  ask you a q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  I f o r g e t  
it. I f  f o r  some reason  I t h i n k  of something you 've  asked me 
t h a t  I t h i n k  would be  of importance,  can I w r i t e  a l e t te r  o r  
should  t h i s  s t u f f  be  i n  t h e  m a i l ,  o r . . . ?  

Q. What we would l i k e  you t o  do i s  c a l l  us and w e  
can make arrangements t o  g e t  t h e  in format ion  from you. When 
you l e a v e  w e ' l l  g ive  you a l l  t h e  in format ion  as t o  how t o  g e t  
i n  touch w i t h  u s ,  and we would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  i n -
c lud ing  i f  you can n a i l  down who it was t h a t  t o l d  you about 
t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s  and t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  we can be s u r e  
t h a t  w e  also have t h a t  b i t  of in format ion .  

A. Y e s ,  because I remember most of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I 
bombed on you t h e r e  and d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about .  And I ' l l  
go home and rack  my b r a i n  o u t  t o n i g h t  whi le  I ' m  a s l e e p  and 
maybe I can come up wi th  some informat ion  f o r  you. 

Q. W e l l ,  i t  would be  very h e l p f u l  i f  you can i n  per-
m i t t i n g  us t o  p i e c e  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  A s  you can see, we have 
a g r e a t  d e a l  of  in format ion  a l r eady  assembled,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
j u s t  a  smal l  p o r t i o n  of what we have.  But w e  do have l i t t l e  
b i t s  h e r e  and t h e r e  t h a t  we ' re  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t o -
g e t h e r  and any l i t t l e  b i t  of  in format ion  you can provide ,  we 
would a p p r e c i a t e .  

A. Very good. 

Q W e  would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you no t  d i s c u s s  your t e s t i -
mony wi th  o t h e r s .  W e  a r e  seek ing  t o  g e t  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
people  and n o t  what someone has  r e c e n t l y  t o l d  them about  t h e  
even t .  So w e  do r e q u e s t  c i v i l i a n  wi tnes ses  t o  t rea t  t h e  
matter i n  conf idence a t  t h i s  t i m e .  And m i l i t a r y  personne l  
a r e  s o  d i r e c t e d .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  
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MR MACCRATE: T h a n k  you v e r y  much.  T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

( T h e  hear ing  recessed a t  1 1 5 4  h o u r s ,  4 F e b r u a r y  
1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LABRIOLA, A l b e r t  C. D r .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Captain ,  Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e J l i g e n c e  Detachment, l l t h  L igh t  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. DESCRIPTION OF HIS ASSIGNMENT. 

The wi tnes s  was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  52d 
M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Detachment wi th  i t s  headquar te rs  a t  
Duc Pho,from a few weeks be fo re  16 March 1968 u n t i l  t h e  
second week of J u l y  1968 (pg. 3) . He t r a i n e d  wi th  t h e  
u n i t  a t  Schof i e ld  Barracks  i n  Hawaii and i n  December de- 
ployed wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade t o  Vietnam (pg. 3)  . H i s  
p redecessor  w a s  Major Robert FLETCHER who was r ea s s igned  
t o  Phu B a i  (pg.  3) . H i s  immediate s t a f f  s u p e r v i s o r  was 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE, t h e  S2,and he f i l t e r e d  a l l  o f  h i s  
in format ion  through t h a t  o f f i c e  (pg.  23) . Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
had o t h e r  sou rces  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  such as t h e  r e g u l a r  
r e sea rch  u n i t  and t h e  MACV Duc Pho a d v i s o r ,  Major SMITH 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  ope ra t ed  s t r i c t l y  from t h e  base  camp 
and never  went i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  himself  (pg.  1 8 ) .  H i s  primary 
func t ion  w a s  t h a t  o f  r e w r i t i n g  r e p o r t s  and a s s i g n i n g  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r s  (pgs .  18 ,  2 2 ) .  S i x  o r  seven o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
shared  a t e n t  a t  Duc Pho (pg. 2 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  have close 
c o n t a c t  w i th  them and f e l t  t h a t  some of  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s  worked c l o s e l y  wi th  them (pg. 2 1 ) .  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE CF THE ACTIVITIES AT MY LA1 (4) ON 
16 MARCH 1968. 

a .  P reope ra t iona l  p lanning  and b r i e f i n g s  . 
The witness d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  genera ted  
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by h i s  u n i t  w a s  u t i l i z e d  t o  p l an  t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 5 )  . H i s  
f i r s t  in format ion  about it occur red  when he r ece ived  t h e  
INTSUM wi th  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  a c t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  Task Force 
Barker reques ted  i n t e l l i g e n c e  suppor t  a l though they  ope ra t ed  
i n  t h e  no r the rn  AO and were s p l i t  from t h e  u n i t  (pg.  6). The 
wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  could  have 
come from t h e  province headquar te rs  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y  and 
t h e  l i a i s o n  between MACV adv i so r s  and t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion . -Fo r  
t h i s  reason ,he f e l t  it w a s  a "nor thern  planned and executed 
ope ra t ion"  (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  normally a t t ended  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  b r igade  ,bu t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  
a b r i e f i n g  which gave t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion  
(pg*  11) 

b .  The assignment o f  L ieu tenant  JOHNSON. 

(1) JOHNSON'S s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  job. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  thAt JOHNSON w a s  a t t a c h e d  
OPCON t o  Task Force Barker ,  a l though he had s t a t e d  numerous 
t i m e s  h i s  f e a r  o f  t h e  mines and boobytraps i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 6 ) .  JOHNSON would r e t u r n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  Duc Pho f o r  
a day o r  a weekend and would then  c o n t a c t  h i s  s u p e r v i s o r  
a t  Barker and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  A 0  (pg. 7) . JOHNSON seemed t o  
p r e f e r  it because it would break t h e  monotony and he  d i d  n o t  
l i k e  t h e  boredom o f  s h u f f l i n g  papers  (pg.  7 ) .  

(2 )  JOHNSON'S d u t i e s .  

The wi tnes s  f e l t  JOHNSON w a s  supposed t o  
i n t e r r o g a t e ,  wi th  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  p r i s o n e r s  who were brought  
i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  and e l i c i t  in format ion  o f  t a c t i c a l  va lue  f o r  
Task Force Barker  (pg. 8)  . JOHNSON w a s  a l s o  t o  accompany 
f i e l d  commanders, f a l l i n g  under t h e i r  supe rv i s ion  and 
i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  e l i c i t  in format ion  
of importance (pg.  8)  . H e  w a s  t o  r e p o r t  anything o f  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  va lue  t h a t  he saw o r  heard  (pg. 8)  . The 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  he  genera ted  was t o  be l o c a l  and t o  be 
consumed l o c a l l y  by Colonel BARKER and h i s  immediate s t a f f  
(pg. 9 )  . The wi tnes s  f e l t  JOHNSON worked f o r  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  S 2 ,  Captain KOTOUC (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  JOHNSON 
was expected t o  r e p o r t  any war crimes t h a t  he had seen  in -
c lud ing  t h e  execut ion  of p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  (pg. 9 ) .  JOHNSON 
d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  anything which he had seen o r  
heard  (pg.  9 ) .  The wi tnes s  aons t rued  JOHNSON'S miss ion 
as r e q u i r i n g  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t o  be made t o  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  s t a f f  o r  Colonel BARKER and n o t  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  
who w a s  n o t  connected wi th  t h e  A 0  (pg. 1 0 ) .  JOHNSON d i d  n o t  
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r e p o r t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  i n  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  w r i t e  
an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  JOHNSON would normally converse 
about t h e  dangers  of mines o r  h i s  problems wi th  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
b u t  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s t a t e  who they  had ques t ioned  and 
what in format ion  was e l i c i t e d  (pg. 1 0 )  . 

(3 )  Performance of JOHNSON'S job. 

The w i t n e s s ,  who wnote JOHNSON'S e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t ,  would r e l y  on r e p o r t s  from t h e  f i e l d  commanders 
t o  e v a l u a t e  him. The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  JOHNSON had t o  
improve h i s  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s  (pg.  1 8 ) ,  and he r ece ived  a l l  
r e p o r t s  on JOHNSON from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  whom 
he met i n a d v e r t e n t l y  a t  Duc Pho (pg. 7)  . Major CALHOUN 
t o l d  him once t h a t  JOHNSON was doing "a  f i n e  job" and he 
be l i eved  t h a t  Colonel BARKER s a i d  t h e  same (pg.  8)  . 

c .  Witness '  knowledge o f  t h e  a ~ t i v i t i e s .  

(1) Newspaper r e p o r t s .  

Aside from t h e  I N T S U M ,  t h e  w i tnes s  f e l t  he 
had seen an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  br igade  newspaper, The T r i d e n t  
(pg. 5 ) ,  and he  had a l s o  seen s t a t e s i d e  c l i p p i n g s  s e n t  by 
h i s  wi fe  (pg. 6 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  sources  i n d i c a t e d  
approximately 128 k i l l e d  and t h r e e  t o  f i v e  weapons recovered 
(pgs.  5,  6 ) .  

( 2 )  Photographs of  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

~ l t h o u g h  t h e  w i tnes s  l i v e d  25 meters  from t h e  
PI0 s h o t  a t  LZ Bronco he d i d  n o t  s e e  any p i c t u r e s  tu rned  o u t  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  nor  was it normal f o r  him t o  
s e e  any photographs o f  a c t i v i t y  (pg. 11). 

( 3 )  Rumors and t h i r d  p a r t y  in format ion .  

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he overheard people  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  whi le  they were watching a  movie. The 
d i s c u s s i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  enemy had e luded ,  doubled 
back,  p o l i c e d  up t h e  weapons, b u t  d i d  n o t  have t ime t o  pickup 
t h e  K I A ' s  o r  concea l  t h e  bod ie s ,  and when t h e  ~ m e r i c a n  f o r c e s  
r e tu rned  they  had t h e  bodies  b u t  n o t  t h e  weapons (pg.  1 2 ) .  
He may have aga in  heard  it dur ing  an evening m e a l  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
On n e i t h e r  occas ion  was t h e  company mentioned by name 
(pg.  1 2 ) .  He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  overhear ing  a conversa t ion  which 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  speakers  had been a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e r e  
was a r e p o r t  o f  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  by an a r t i l l e r y  
prep and gunships i n  a  populated a r e a  (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  The 
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names Son My and My Lai  were n o t  mentioned no r  y e r e  g r i d  
coo rd ina t e s  Cpg. 1 7 ) .  This  occur red  a t  LZ Bronco and t h e  
speakers  d i d  n o t  mention who a t  d i v i s i o n  had mentioned 
t h i s  (pg. 17)  . The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  it was Captain  
KESHEL who s a i d  t h i s ,  b u t  s t a t e d  p o s s i b l y  HOFFMAN o r  t h e  
b r igade  surgeon may have mentioned it (pgs .  26, 2 7 ) .  

(4) VC propaganda. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any 
VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  which d e a l t w i t h  t h e  Son My o r  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  area (pg. 13) . H e  had n o t  seen t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 no r  had he seen  E x h i b i t  M-35, a VC propaganda 
l e a f l e t  o r  E x h i b i t  M-34 ,TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  (pgs.  1 4 ,  15) . 

(5 )  Conversations wi th  Sergeant  M I N H .  

Sergeant  M I N H  never  spoke t o  t h e  w i tnes s  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  (pg. 2 2 )  . H i s  c l o s e s t  
a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  M I N H  was a d i s c u s s i o n  they had a f t e r  a f i g h t  
between t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and t h e  MP1s (pg. 2 2 )  . 
3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  had no knowledge of an ARVN o r  GVN 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted,  nor  d i d  he have any awareness 
of  a b r igade  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) .  He was never  caut ioned 
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The wi tnes s  spoke wi th  Lieu tenant  William HAWKINS 
about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  p r i o r  t o  appear ing be fo re  t h e  board,  
b u t  n e i t h e r  knew anything o t h e r  than  in format ion  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  mass media (pg. 4 ) .  It  was a l s o  mentioned i n  a conversat ion 
t h e  w i tnes s  had wi th  Lieu tenant  Colonel James A .  FRANKLIN, 
b a t t a l i o n  commander o f  t h e  3/1, 11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade b u t  
Colonel  FRANKLIN knew noth ing  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  (pg.  4 ) .  

b .. The wi tnes s  had never  heard  o f  Co Luy o r  o f  Tu Cung 

(pgs .  13 ,  1 4 )  . 


c .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  recognize  
Captain  MEDINA i n  E x h i b i t  P-8 because he had seen  t h e  
photograph i n  Time o r  L i f e  magazines (pg.  2 1 )  . 

d.  The wi. tness never  t a l k e d  a lone  wi th  Colonel  
HENDERSON excep t  on o f f i c i a l  ma t t e r s  on two occas ions  (pgs.22,  
23) . H e  'felt t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was an extremely 
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i n t e l l i g e n t  and very a r t i c u l a t e  o f f i c e r -  H e  f e l t  HENDERSON 
was t h e  s i n g l e  f i n e s t  o f f i c e r  he had encountered dur ing  h i s  
two y e a r s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  (pg. 25) . 

e .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, h i s  immediate s t a f f  s u p e r v i s o r ,  
was a "very,,very good i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r . "  He f e l t  t h a t  
BLACKLEDGE had a remarkable memory f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  d e t a i l ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  know what BLACKLEDGE's r a p p o r t  wi th  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders might have been (pgs. 2 3 ,  2 4 )  . 

f .  Captain  KESHEL, t h e  S5, w a s  con tac ted  occas iona l ly  
f o r  r i c e  payments f o r  agents  who had given in format ion ,  
b u t  was r a r e l y  contac ted  o f f i c i a l l y  o t h e r  t han  those  
t imes (pg. 2 6 ) .  

g.  The wi tnes s  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  a L ieu tenant  V i c t o r  
MARTINE was s t a t i o n e d  f o r  them i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  i n  an 
a t tempt  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e i r  o f f i c e  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  The witness . fe1- t  t h a t  MARTINE might know more about  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  (pg.  28) . 

h. The wi tnes s  i d e n t i f i e d  photographs (See E x h i b i t  
L i s t ,  i n f r a ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


-NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  ' W i t  d i d  n o t  recall  

M-84 .. 11 A p r  see ing  it. 15-
Wit dld not  recall 

~ - ! 3 5  VC propaganda l ea f le t  see ing  it. 1 4  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  MINH-

P - 8  

P-3 0 I 
P - 2 1  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  -Scene 

Scene 
HENDERSON'S 

R-1 report .  
M a p  6739 I1 ( s m a l l  

MAP-5 s c a l e )  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene and MEDINA. 2 0  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  L T  
JOHNSON. 1 2 0  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  I 
JOHNSON and MINH. 2 0  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
JOHNSON and MINH.  20 
W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l  
see'ing it. . 1 4  
U s e d  t o  o r i e n t  
w i t n e s s .  5 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1350 hours ,  1 9  January 
1970.) 

I 0  : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

(COL John W. ARMSTRONG was duly sworn.) 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Doctor Alber t  C. LABRIOLA. 

(Doctor LABRIOLA was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

For t h e  r eco rd ,  would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
occupat ion,  and res idence .  

A. My name i s  Alber t  Chr i s ty  LABRIOLA; I ' m  an a s s i s t - '  
a n t  p r o f e s s o r  of English a t  t h e  College o'f William and Mary; 
and my address  is  705 Mosby Drive,  Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a ,  
23185. 

I 0  : D r .  LABRIOLA, have you read  t h e  Shee t  of  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  (Exhib i t  M-57) which was provided you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q. Do you. have any ques t ions  concerning them? 

A. N o ,  sir, nok at- t h i s  t ime.  I understand.  

Q Aside from myself h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  Doctor, I 
have on my l e f t  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r -
ney. H e  has  volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re t a ry  RESOR t o  
a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  
provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  m e .  H e  may address  some ques t ions  
t o  you dur ing  t h i s  s e s s ion .  On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, 
who has beefi ass igned by t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  
an a s s i s t a n t  to me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he  may poss ib ly  
a l s o  ask some ques t ions  of you. 

You should know t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  group w e  have 
o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  groups t h a t  a r e  l i kewise  t a k i n g  test imony 
from i n d i v i d u a l s .  But I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  ev idence ,  and making t h e  
f ind ings  and t h e  recommendations. 
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A. I see. 

Q W e  are d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  personnel  who 
appear be fo re  t h i s  i nqu i ry  no t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  o r  
t h e i r  test imony with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  any of t h e  who 
may be involved i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  cannot d i r e c t ,  b u t  
w e  would r eques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  your tes t imony wi th  
o t h e r s  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  except  a s  you may be r e -
q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I say l e g i s l a t i v e  because t h e r e  i s  a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be asked t o  appear be fo re  one of t h e  
congress iona l  committees, s p e c i f i c a l l y  a subcommittee of  t h e  
House Armed Serv ices  Committee. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you 
have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -
m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  s a y ,  however, i f  you w e r e  by chance 
c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge a t  any t ime i n  t h e  case  o f  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  g e n e r a l  cour t -
m a r t i a l  c a s e s ,  your appearance here  would i n  no way change t h e  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t hose  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  D o  you 
have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Can you t e l l  offhand a t  t h i s  p o i n t  o r  a f t e r  my 
test imony t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of my appearing be fo re  t h e  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv ice  Committee, o r  i s  
t h a t  o u t  of your j u r i s d i c t i o n  s o  t o  speak? 

Q This  i s  beyond my j u r i s d i c t i o n .  This  is  handled 
by our l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  Department o f  t h e  
Army, who i n  t u r n  n o t i f y  t h i s  committee, and then  it i s  up t o  
them t o  dec ide  whether they want an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  appear.  

A. What I say  he re  today ,  w i l l  t h a t  become a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  f o r  d i scuss ion  with--

Q ( In t e rpos ing)  No, it w i l l  n o t .  No, our  tes t i -
mony, a s  was i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  w i l l  be c l a s s i -
f i e d  a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  When w e  f i n i s h  our  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  t e s t i -
mony and a l l  t h e  e x h i b i t s  connected with  i t  w i l l  be r epor t ed  
t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and the Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Army. 

A. Then s o  f a r  a s  you can s a y ,  my be ing  h e r e ,  my 
very presence,  and my tes t imony,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a c a u s a l  r e l a t -
ionsh ip  between my be ing  h e r e  today and t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of my 
appearance b e f o r e  t h e  subcommittee? 
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Q No. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can say i s  t h a t  once 
they  provide  t h i s  l i s t  t o  them, they  have g e n e r a l l y  been t r y -
inq  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  appearance.  Above and be-
yond t h a t ,  I simply d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  up t o  them whether they 
want an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  appear .  They have had a g r e a t  number of  
them. 

D r .  LABRIOLA, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty 
assignment w a s  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  on 16 March 1968, I w a s  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  D e -
tachment,  l l t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  headquar te red  a t  Duc 
pho . 
Q • And when d i d  you t a k e  over  t h a t  assignment? 

A. That  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I b e l i e v e  I took it over  a 
few weeks b e f o r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .  I r e a l l y  don' t know. 
My p redeces so r  w a s  a Major Robert FLETCHER, who w a s  r ea s s igned  
t o  Phu Bai.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  I be-
l i e v e  on t h e  d a t e  mentioned t h a t  I was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r .  

Q. And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A .  I remained t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  u n t i l  t h e  second 
week of J u l y  1968. I was t h e n  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Army, and 
r o t a t e d  o u t  of Vietnam. 

Q. W e l l  what w a s  your duty  be fo re  t a k i n g  ove r  t h e  M I  
detachment? 

A. I w a s  i n  Vietnam wi th  Plajor FLETCHER, who w a s  CO 
of  t h e  52d M I ,  and I w a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  There 
w e r e  f ou r  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  52d M I ,  and one of t h e  f o u r  s e c t i o n s  
w a s  IPW. I w a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q Had you gone overseas  w i t h  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A .  No, sir.  I w a s  w i th  t h e  New York f i e l d  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  108th M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Group a s  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of t h e  New York f i e l d  o f f i c e  o r  spec ia l -agent - in -charge .  I 
r ece ived  o r d e r s  i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  September 1967 a s s i g n i n g  m e  
t o  t h e  52 M I  Detachment, l l t h  Brigade.  I took a l eave  and 
i n  October I f lew from New York C i t y  t o  my home, P i t t s b u r g h ,  
Pennsylvania ,  t hen  t o  Oakland Army Base, and t h e n  t o  Hawaii 
f o r  assignment a t  Schof i e ld  Barracks  i n  t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e  52d 
M I ,  which w a s  be ing  formed a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Then I deployed. I 
w a s  t h e r e  i n  H a w a i i  from October t o  December, and i n  December 
I deployed t o  Vietnam wi th  l l t h  Brigade on board of USNS 
Wiggly (phone t i c )  . 
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Q D r .  LABRIOLA, s i n c e  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became 
known t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  September o r  October of  1969, have you 
had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  personnel  from your  detachment o r  
from t h e  Americal Div is ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I had d i s c u s s i o n s  over  t h e  te lephone  
wi th  a l i e u t e n a n t  who was i n  t h e  52d M I  wi th  m e .  H i s  name i s  
Wil l iam HAWKINS. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  c o u n t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n ,  
and w e  t a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  about t h e  My Lai  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  l i k e l i -
hood o f  it 's happening. I t  was a major news i t e m  as you know, 
o r  s t i l l  is,  b u t  t o  t h e  best of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  he  was the 
only  member o f  my detachment w i t h  whm I have spoken about 
the My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Did he have any knowledge concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  No, sir ,  no knowledge. That  i s  o t h e r  t h a n  what 
we  know through mass media, news c l i p p i n g s ,  and d i s c u s s i o n  
among o u r s e l v e s .  He has  no more in fo rma t ion  than  I have 
a v a i l a b l e ,  as f a r  as I know. 

Q. Have you had any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  anybody else 
t h a t  may have been from t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  from t h e  Americal 
Div is ion?  

A. I t a l k e d  over  t h e  te lephone  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colo-
n e l  James A. FRANKLIN, who was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander of  t h e  
3d Bn, 1st I n f . ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  about  t h e  My L a i  bus i -
n e s s ,  b u t  t h a t  was i n d i r e c t .  Tha t  was mentioned p a r e n t h e t i -
c a l l y  i n  a te lephone  conve r sa t ion  about 2 months ago. H e  
w a s  c a l l i n g  m e  from h i s  home i n  Ar l ing ton ,  V i r g i n i a  a t  my 
home i n  Will iamsburg t o  i n v i t e  m e  up t o  h i s  home f o r  a k ind  
o f  p a r t y .  A company commander of  h i s  i n  t h e  3/1,  a Captain  
Joe  RINEHART, was v i s i t i n g  Colonel  FRANKLIN a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and 
Colonel  FRANKLIN wanted t o  know i f  I could come up f o r  a pa r ty  
t h a t  evening.  I s a i d  t h a t  I could  n o t ,  and I mentioned some-
t h i n g  l i k e ,  "Gee, what do you t h i n k  about t h i s  My L a i  bus iness?"  
And he s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  Doc, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about 
it. I t ' s  un fo r tuna t e .  " And t h e n  w e  t a l k e d  about Captain  
RINEHART who had f i n i s h e d  up t h e  c a r e e r  course  a t  F o r t  Benning 
and i s  p r e s e n t l y ,  I t h i n k ,  a t  West Ca ro l ina  Col lege s tudy ing  
f o r  a degree .  I t h i n k  maybe i t ' s  a b a c h e l o r ' s  degree .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e ' s  completed t h a t .  He ' s  s t i l l  i n  the s e r v i c e .  
I t h i n k ,  i n  f a c t ,  h e ' s  on t h e  majors  l i s t .  I bumped i n t o  
Colonel  FRANKLIN by i n t e n t i o n .  I v i s i t e d  him i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
today a t  t h e  Pentagon. H e  was j u s t  about  t o  f l y  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
and he s a i d ,  "Well, why a r e  you h e r e ? "  I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I 'm 
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going t o  t a l k  today t o  t h e  General PEERS' Committee." He re-
p l i e d ,  "Well, I hope a l l  goes we l l . "  And t h a t ' s  t h e  na tu re  of  
my d iscuss ion  with members of t h e  11th Brigade. 

RCDR : Excuse me, s ir .  D r .  LABRIOLA, could you speak up 
j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  p l ease .  We ' r e  having a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  
hearing you. 

A. Yes. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10: What w a s  your f i r s t  knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  of 
Task Force Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My o r  t h e  My Lai a rea?  

A. You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  March-- 

Q (1 i t e rpos ing)  This a rea  h e r e  t h a t  w e  have--gene-
r a l l y  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  i n  which they operated ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exhibi t  MAP-5) . You w i l l  no t i ce  Quang Ngai C i ty  i s  j u s t  i n  
the  southwest corner .  I t ' s  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t . 
A. You're asking me about t h a t  s p e c i f i c  M y  Lai opera- 
t i o n  or  the f i r s t  deployment of  Task Force Barker? The a c t u a l  
operation--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  a c t u a l  opera- 
t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Again, t o  t h e  best of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
I was n o t  involved i n  designing t h e  opera t ion .  I ' v e  thought 
t h i s  through and I ' v e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h i s  ques t ion .  To t h e  best 
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  gene- 
r a t e d  by my u n i t ,  t h e  52d M I ,  was u t i l i z e d  t o  plan t h i s  opera- 
t i o n .  I say t h a t  as prepakatory m a t e r i a l  because my f i r s t  
information about t h e  opera t ion  occurred when t h e  INTSUM f o r  
the  day ' s  a c t i v i t y  was prepared. I was on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
list f o r  t h e  INTSUM and I read t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  a c t i o n ,  g r i d  
coordina tes ,  e t  c e t e r a .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  INTSUM. I 
hope I ' m  not  confusing what I read  on t h e  INTSUM with t h e  
br igade newspaper c a l l e d ,  The Tr ident .  I th ink  t le  body count 
a l l eged ly  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  opera t ion  was approximately 128 
k i l l e d  and I th ink  3 t o  5 weapons were recovered. Tha t ' s  what 
I know about t h e  opera t ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I heard t h a t  t h a t  
involved Task Force Barker. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  s p e c i f i c  com- 
pany. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Task Force Barker a g a i n s t ,  a l l e g e d l y ,  t h e  
48th VC Ba t t a l ion .  And again 52d M I ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my recol-  
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l e c t i o n ,  w a s  n o t  invo lved  i n  p l ann ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ;  and I 
can t e l l ,  a t  l e n g t h ,  why I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  n o t .  But I l e a r n e d  
about  i t  th rough  t h e  Br igade newspaper,  The T r i d e n t ,  p l u s  
s t a t e s i d e  c l i p p i n g s  s e n t  m e  a few weeks a f t e r w a r d s  by my wi f e  
from P i t t s b u r g h ,  Pennsylvania  newspaper,  "128 Reds--or 
Communists--ki l led,  1 1 t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  t h e  major 
a c t i o n  of t h e  day i n  Vietnam." And t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  answers 
your  q u e s t i o n ,  when I f i r s t  l e a r n e d  of  i t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  one of your  o f f i c e r s  and one 
of  your  i n t e r p r e t e r s  was on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  I d o n ' t  know w i t h  c e r t i t u d e ,  t h a t  
I had a s s igned  a L i e u t e n a n t  Dennis JOHNSON t o  work w i t h  Task 
Force  Barker .  A s  you know, Task ,Fo rce  Barker  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  A 0  and w e  w e r e  s p l i t  from them. I t h i n k  t h e y ,  Task 
Force Barker ,  wanted some i n t e l l i g e n c e  s u p p o r t .  And I detach-
e d  JOHNSON from o u r  52d P4I and a t t a c h e d  him OPCON t o  Task 
Force Barker .  H e  worked o u t  of t h e  TOC and I b e l i e v e  h e  was 
under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Task Force  Barker  S2 o r  S 3  o r  
Colonel  BARKER h i m s e l f .  The i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  r o t a t e d  because 
JOHNSON a l l e g e d l y  had p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t s  a t  t i m e s  w i t h  some 
of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  H e  would s a y ,  "This  i n t e r p r e t e r  d o e s n ' t  
know Eng l i sh  w e l l  enough, can I have a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r ? "  
I d o n ' t  know t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  h e  had.  I d o n ' t  
know w i t h  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  he was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Why? I 
would a s s i g n  him t o  Task Force  Barker .  H e  would go t h e r e  
f o r  maybe 2 t o  3 weeks and t h e n  would come back i n  t h e  evening 
f o r  k ind  of  an R&R.  He'd have h i s  bed,  b e e r ,  Coke, watch 
a movie, r e ad  paperbacks ,  e tc .  And t h e n  h e  would s a y  " I t  
i s  s l a c k  f o r  m e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  a r e a ,  I checked 
w i t h  so-and-so, and t hey  s a i d  I cou ld  come back f o r  a day 
o r  a weekend. I ' l l  t a k e  a h e l i c o p t e r  up w i t h  t h e  m a i l  maybe 
5 o ' c l o c k  tomorrow morning." Then h e ' d  go about  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  
you know, hav ing  a  b e e r  and more o r  less r e l a x i n g  and recu-
p e r a t i n g .  And h e ' d  go n o r t h .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  m e  t h e  
r e s u l t  of h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  because  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  generated--
h e  was s a t e l l i t e d  on t h e  s t a f f  t h e r e  and t h e  d u t i e s  were, 
a s  f a r  a s  I know, t o  conduct  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a t  either LZ ~ o t t i e  
o r  LZ Upt igh t .  The Task Force Barker  S2 o r  S3 would b e  t h e r e  
and Colonel  BARKER h i m s e l f .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  w a s  g e n e r a t e d  l o c a l -
l y  and consumed l o c a l l y .  There w e r e  no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s .  I t  
was a c t e d  on immediately.  Sometimes he  went i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  
and t h i s  w a s  a c o n s t a n t  p r eoccupa t i on  w i t h  him. He 'd  come 
back and s a y ,  "Capta in  LABRIOLA, I ' m  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  A 0  up 
t h e r e .  There a r e  many mines and booby t r a p s . "  And I s a i d ,  
"Well,  you can come back h e r e  and w e ' l l  r o t a t e  peop l e  i n  
t h e  detachment through t h a t  s l o t .  " And h e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  i t ' s  
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a c o n f l i c t  i n  my mind between t h e  boredom of s h u f f l i n g  papers  
down he re .  A t  least s e r v i n g  wi th  a l i n e  u n i t  t h e r e  is some 
break i n  monotony up t h e r e . "  I s a i d ,  "Well, you can s t a y  you 
know. Which do you p r e f e r ? "  I s a i d ,  " I f  you wish t o  go back,  
t h a t ' s  f i n e . "  He'd s a y ,  "Well,  I ' l l  spend 2 days here and 
then I ' l l  check i n ,  h i t  Ray--his s u p e r v i s o r  there--over  t h e  
phone. He'd s ay  'Come back up. We have an o p e r a t i o n  planned."' 
I d o n ' t  know t h a t  he was on t h e  My Lai o p e r a t i o n .  I do n o t  
know. I do n o t  know t h a t  he was a t  Barker.  H e  could have 
been back a t  52d M I .  I had had no c o n t a c t  w i th  him. H e  d i d  
no t  r e p o r t  t o  me t h e  r e s u l t  of  My La i .  The on ly  t h i n g s  he 
s a i d  about Task Force Barker  w e r e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was a 
very competent commander. H e  enjoyed working f o r  Colonel  
BARKER. I go t  some feedback when BARKER'S s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  would 
come down t o  Duc Pho and t h e y ' d  bump i n t o  me i n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  
"JOHNSON'S doing a good job. We'd l i k e  t o  cont inue  t o  have 
him." And I t o l d  t h i s  t o  JOHNSON when he was down t h e r e ,  " I  
know i t ' s  hazardous,  b u t  t hey  l i k e  t h e  work y o u ' r e  doing.  I f  
you c a r e  t o  go back,  okay; i f  n o t ,  w e  may have t o  d i s a p p o i n t  
them, b u t  w e ' l l  send someone. He may n o t  b e ,  you know, a s  
good, e t  c e t e r a . "  He s a i d  a l s o  t h e r e  were many h a r d s h i p s ,  
t h a t  i s  they  d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h e  l u x u r i e s  t h a t  w e  had. I 
always s a i d  t h e  same t h i n g  about d i v i s i o n  and corps  l e v e l .  
But t h e  p o i n t  i s ,  as  f a r  a s  I know, he d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  m e  
t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  a c t i o n .  That  was a d i f f e r e n t  w a r ,  a d i f -
f e r e n t  AO, and it was a l o c a l  f o r c e  u n i t .  The bulk o f  my e f -
f o r t ,  t h e  t h r u s t  of it, w a s  d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  Duc Pho-Mo DUC 
AO, sou th  of t h e  Task Force Barker  AO. A s  f a r  as i n t e l l i g e n c e  
f o r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  may I t a l k  about i t ?  

Q . Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h i s  is pu re  specu-
l a t i o n ,  may have been genera ted  through c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  pro-
v ince  headqua r t e r s  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y .  I know t h a t  because of 
t h e  proximity  of Task Force' Barker ,  t h e i r  AO, t o  Quang Ngai 
Ci ty  and t h e  Binh Son, Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h a t  I 
th ink  t h e r e  w a s  c l o s e  l i a i s o n  between t h e  MACV a d v i s o r s  p l u s  
t h e  whole 2d ARVN Div is ion .  I t h i n k  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  may have 
been a n o r t h e r n  planned and executed o p e r a t i o n  i f  you fol low my 
reasoning  h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, my southern  u n i t  was n o t  i n -
volved i n  g e n e r a t i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q Did you e v e r  g e t  up t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  
s t a f f  o f  Task Force Barker? 

A. S i r ,  I never  set f o o t  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker A 0  
dur ing  my whole t o u r  of  Vietnam. I f lew o v e r  it en  r o u t e  t o  
Chu La i .  
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Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  more in format ion  on 
j u s t  how w e l l  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON f i t t e d  i n t o  this s t a f f .  Who 
was it t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  he  was doing a bangup job t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Major Char les  CALHOUN, who w a s  t h e  bri-
gade S1,  I t h i n k ,  t h e n  became t h e  Task Force  Barker S3/XO, I 
t h i n k .  When he would come back on a chopper t o  Duc Pho, I 
t h i n k  o c c a s i o n a l l y  he  would a t t e n d  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s  and 
s i t  i n  and have d i n n e r  a t  Colonel  HENDERSON'S messha l l .  I 
a t e  a t  Colonel HENDERSON'S messha l l  because I was a s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  I guess  I was c a l l e d .  That  was my p o s i t i o n .  
And Major CALHOUN, I t h i n k  I s a t  a t  a t a b l e  w i t h  him one eve-
ning.  This  is  surmise- -e i ther  w e  were having a d r i n k  before-
hand o r  e x i t i n g  t h e  messha l l  and I bumped i n t o  him af te rwards .  
H e  s a i d ,  "We t h i n k  Dennis JOHNSON is doing a f i n e  job. We'd 
l i k e  t o  have him con t inue  working t h e r e . "  And I b e l i e v e  Colo-
n e l  BARKER, s p e c u l a t i o n ,  might have mentioned t h a t  one t i m e  
t o o  when he  f lew down f o r  a b a t t a l i o n  commander's conference 
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. I was s i t t i n g  i n  the back of t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t e n t ,  and on t h e  way o u t  Colonel  BARKER s a i d ,  " I  
t h i n k  your  man JOHNSON is doing a f i n e  job. " That  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he  was, c e r t a i n l y ,  from these  
comments. 

Q From your  connect ion w i t h  t h e  52d M I D ,  what do you 
t h i n k  JOHNSON'S job was t h e r e  w i t h  Task Force  Barker?  What 
w a s  he  r e a l l y  supposed t o  do? 

A. I n  my op in ion ,  w e l l ,  I ass igned  him t o  Task Force 
Barker ,  OPCON w i t h  Barker .  I thought  he was supposed t o  i n t e r -
r o g a t e ,  a long w i t h  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  p r i s o n e r s  who w e r e  brought 
i n t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  t o  e l i c i t  i n fo rma t ion  of  immediate t a c t i c a l  
va lue ;  o r  accompany f i e l d  commanders, t hen  he  would f a l l  under 
t h e i r  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a company commander, i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  i n -
t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  s p o t ,  and I b e l i e v e  he  had done 
t h i s  on occas ion ,  t o  e l i c i t  in format ion  of  immediate t a c t i c a l  
importance.  That was h i s  miss ion  as I unders tood it .  

Q. W e l l ,  was p a r t  o f  h i s  mi s s ion  a l s o  t o  r e p o r t  any-
t h i n g  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  va lue  t h a t  h e  saw o r  heard?  

A. I would s a y  s o ,  s i r ,  y e s .  Probably--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I m p l i c i t  w i t h i n  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
then?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  was t o  genera te  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  
was t o  be generated l o c a l l y  and consumed l o c a l l y  by Colonel 
BARKER and h i s  immediate s t a f f .  I would assume, y e s ,  t h a t  
p a r t  of h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i m p l i c i t l y  would be t o  r e p o r t  a l l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  information,  I would assume, t o  e i t h e r  the--I 
be l i eve  he worked f o r  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  S2. I b e l i e v e  it was 
the  t a sk  fo rce  S2. 

Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2? 

A. Yes, I know how t o  pronounce it. I t  was KOTOUC. 
What contac t  d i d  I have wi th  Captain KOTOUC? None s i n c e  
Vietnam. And i n  Vietnarn I saw him one t ime. I was going over 
t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, Lieutenant  Colonel Richard K .  BLACKLEDGE, 
the br igade S2, t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE's in-box t o  drop o f f  
some i n t e l l i g e n c e  we had generated t h a t  day. And he was t a l k -
ing with a  cap ta in  who then l e f t .  He s a i d ,  "Oh, I would have 
introduced you t o  Captain KOTOUC, t h e  Task Force Barker S2." 
To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  t h e  only time t h a t  I e v e r  saw Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC and I d i d  no t  e v e r  speak wi th  him on t h e  r a d i o  o r  
telephone. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you a couple of ques t ions  of  op-
in ion .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Not only of opinion n e c e s s a r i l y ,  because you 're 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  MACV, I11 MAF, America1 Divis ion,  and 11th  B r i -
gade i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I f  Lieutenant  JOHNSON o r  anybody e l s e  i n  
your detachment had seen a  war a t r o c i t y  o r  a war crime o r  a 
crime a g a i n s t  humanity committed, would you expect  him t o  re-
por t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would expect  him t o  r e p o r t  it. 

Q I f  any i n d i v i d u a l  of your detachment saw a m i s -
t reatment  of a p r i s o n e r ' t o  inc lude  t h e  execut ion of a p r i soner  
of war, would you expect  t h a t  t o  be repor ted?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q When, a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  JOHNSON re tu rned  t o  
Duc Pho, t o  LZ Bronco, d i d  he r e p o r t  t o  you anything which he 
had seen  o r  heard? 

A. No, s ir ,  he d i d  not .  He d i d  no t .  
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Q. I f  he had n o t  r epor ted  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  would 
you have expected t h a t  he would r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. No, sir .  A s  I construed h i s  miss ion ,  he should 
repor t  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  information and o t h e r  bus iness  t h a t  
was generated t h e r e  i n  t h a t  A0 t o  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  s t a f f  o r  t o  
Colonel BARKER. He d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  me, nor d i d  he w r i t e  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  on t h e  b a s i s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  generated 
o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  e l i c i t e d  through i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  H e  d i d  not  
r e p o r t  t o  me about t h e  Son My-My Lai a c t i o n .  He d i d  n o t  re-
p o r t  t o  me s p e c i f i c a l l y  about o t h e r  opera t ions  o t h e r  than t o  
say t h a t  on a p a r t i c u l a r  day a few weeks ago he may have been 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  and was a f r a i d  of t h e  mines and booby t r a p s  and 
saw someone maimed because of a mine o r  a booby t r a p  detonated. 
H i s  r e p o r t s  were more i n  t h e  na ture  of t e r r o r  and f e a r ,  q u i t e  
c e r t a i n l y ,  of being harmed phys ica l ly .  I 'm n o t  sugges t ing  
t h a t  he was a t imid ind iv idua l .  I th ink  we were al l - -

Q* ( In te rpos ing)  Well I th ink  you can go on wi th  
t h a t  conversat ion a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  Y e s ,  I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
knowing j u s t  e x a c t l y  i f  he d i d  p e r s i s t  i n  t e l l i n g  you about the  
mines and booby t r a p s .  

A. H e  mentioned a few times t h a t  he was a l i t t l e  a-
f r a i d  of--he d i d n ' t  want t o  be maimed o r  k i l l e d .  That ' s  what 
I r e c a l l .  That was t h e  theme o r  t e n o r  of t h e  conversat ion.  
H e  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  me i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  f o r  example, today, 
Captain LABRIOLA, we  encountered such-and-such, a l o c a l  fo rce  
u n i t  and we i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h i s  p r i soner .  This  was t h e  informa-
t i o n  e l i c i t e d .  That wasn ' t  t h e  na ture  of h i s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  m e .  
I f  he had such information,  he was t o  have repor ted  it t o  the  
t a sk  force  where it could have been u t i l i z e d  i n  t h a t  northern 
AO. But he would s a y ,  " I ' d  l i k e  t o  have another  i n t e r p r e t e r  
because t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  English i s n ' t  good enough." O r ,  
"This i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  l a z y ,  he doesn ' t  l i k e  t o  t rudge i n  t h e  
f i e l d . "  O r ,  " I  work b e t t e r  with another  i n t e r p r e t e r . "  And 
then I ' d  s a y ,  "Well f i n e ,  i f  we have t h e  resources ."  I ' d  have 
f i v e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  who would l i k e  t o  go up t o o ,  o r  I would s i m -
p ly  choose one. 

Q Do you know t h e  name of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  he 
had with him on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know, 
again,  with c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  he was t h e r e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  date .  
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He may have been. I do n o t  know wi th  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  he was. 
I know the  name of  h i s  f a v o r i t e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  I t h i n k  i t  was, 
he c a l l e d  the  man "Trung S i . "  I d o n ' t  know how t h a t ' s  s p e l l e d ,  
but I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  "Trung S i "  , a s t a f f  s e r g e a n t ,  ARVN, 
was wi th  JOHNSON t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. He used a few i n t e r p r e -
t e r s .  

Q Were you a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  evening of 16 
March 1968, a t  which time t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  opera t ion  were 
made known t o  t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  command of t h e  br igade? 

A. I don1t r e c a l l ,  s ir .  A s  t h e  CO I b e l i e v e  I should 
have been unless  I were ill and I had a s u b s t i t u t e .  But I 
be l ieve  t h a t  perhaps I was t h e r e .  A s  p a r t  of my job I at tend-
ed the  evening b r i e f i n g .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  b r i e f -
ing ,  no. 

(2. Well, your f i g u r e s  t h a t  you c i t e d  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
co r rec t :  128 enemy K I A ,  2 f r i e n d l y  K I A  and 3 weapons captured.  

A. I b e l i e v e  they were der ived  from t h e  INTSUM o r  The 
Tr ident ,  t h e  br igade  newspaper, a s  I relayed those  f i g u r e s  to 
you. 

Q. I n  your l o c a t i o n  a t  LZ Bronco, you were q u i t e  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  P I 0  shop, werenl t you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  maybe 2 5  meters .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  any p i c t u r e s  they turned  ou t  a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did they normally make i t  a p r a c t i c e  of showing 
you p i c t u r e s ?  

A. No, sir. P I 0  p i c t u r e s  of ac t ions?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  who it  was t h a t  was 
t a l k i n g  about t h i s  128 versus  3 weapons? 
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A. No, sir, it was i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  this wi th  a 
group o f  men, I be l i eve .  I i n c l i n e  toward t h e  t h e a t e r ,  o r  the  
t e n t  t h a t  became a t h e a t e r  a t  n i g h t  t o  show a movie. I i n c l i n e  
toward t h a t .  I c a n ' t  say wi th  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  it wasn ' t  t h e  
meal s i t u a t i o n ,  but  s i t t i - n g  next  t o  each o t h e r  i n  a room with 
fo lded  c h a i r s  l i k e  t h i s .  "Say, d id  you hea r  about t h e  ac t ion?"  
Well, apparent ly someone mentioned behind me o r  i n  f r o n t  of 
me t h e  enemy had e luded,  we pursued, they doubled back, and 
the enemy pol iced  up t h e  weapons, b u t  d i d n ' t  have time t o  pick 
up t h e  K I A ' s  o r  conceal t h e  bodies .  And then w e  came back, 
s tuck  with t h e  bod ies ,  but  n o t  t h e  weapons, i n  a sense .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  over  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  of 
the r a t i o  between enemy KIA and weapons? 

A. Yes, sir. And I s m  t r y i n g  t o  determine a context .  
I n  one of two con tex t s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  
a t  an evening meal t h a t  evening o r  t h e  evening af te rwards .  
Fad I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  O r  an evening i n  a darkened 
t e n t  f o r  an evening movie a t  LZ Bronco, Both s i t u a t i o n s ,  LZ 
Bronco. Someone mentioned, I b e l i e v e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, 
"Did you hear  about t h e  b i g  a c t i o n  up nor th?"  I t  was a gene-
r a l  ques t ion  because we  were s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  l e t %  say wait ing 
f o r  the  movie t o  go on o r  during t h e  change of r e e l s ,  l e t ' s  
say ,  o r  a f t e r  a course of a meal. had been served and t h e  dish-
es  removed, having a c i g a r e t t e  o r  a c i g a r .  "Yes, gee ,  128 
k i l l e d ,  why do you th ink  only 3 weapons were recovered?" And 
t h i s  opinion was adduced a t  t h a t  t ime; from whom, I don 9 know. 
I t  i s  "they" s a i d  vaguely t h a t  t h e  American u n i t  of Task Force 
Barker,  and t h e  company wasn ' t  mentioned, pursued t h e  enemy 
u n i t  o f f  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  The enemy u n i t  successfu%ly eluded 
and re turned  t o  t h e  scene of t h e  b a t t l e ,  pol iced  up t h e  wea-
pons, and then our  t roops came back l a t e r  and found t h e  K I A ;  
t h e  enemy K I A ,  no t  the  weapons. And it  was i n  t h a t  context  
t h a t  t h a t  remark was made, and t h a t ,  t o  my knowledge, was t h e  
only remark that I heard about t h e  d i s p a r i t y  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

!2 a Well, from your knowledge, though, t h a t  would be 
p r e t t y  much a bunch of hokum, wouldn ' t  i t ?  Knowing t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of the  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n ,  which has been 
repor ted  as  being somewhere between 208 and 2 5 0 ,  i f  they k i l l -
ed 128 of them, t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be many of them t o  double back 
t o  pick up t h e  weapons, would t h e r e ?  

A. I t  seems t h e y ' d  be running i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  
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Q W e l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a l s o  have t o  put  ' i n  a wound-
ed r a t i o  i n  t h e r e .  So by t h e  t ime you g o t  through, t h a t  out-
f i t  would be p r a c t i c a l l y  decimated. 

A. ' I t  seems t h a t  would seem s o ,  yes .  

Q = Well it seems t o  me i t  would be.  

A. Unless they had reinforcements and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
had been re in fo rced ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were more than  250 t o  300 esti-
mated. Maybe a regimental  d r i v e .  Yes, b u t  i f  we assume t h a t  
what you say  is  t r u e ,  t h a t  t h i s  was, pe r  s e t  t h e  48th VC Bat-
t a l i o n  alone and unreinforced,  then i t  seems implausible .  

Q. I n  t h e  process  of your d u t i e s ,  D r .  LABRIOLA, d i d  
you have access  t o  some of  t h e  VC propaganda coming o u t  of t h e  
f i e l d ?  

A. Occasionally VC propaganda would be brought i n ,  
l e a f l e t s  and th ings  of t h a t  na tu re ,  yes ,  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
I had t h e  bulk of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and maybe a f i e l d  commander 
o r  a br igade  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  would send over a l e a f l e t .  I ' d  have 
them w r i t e  out  a t r a n s l a t i o n  and d i spa tch  it back t o  t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r  who requested t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  t r a n s l a t i o n .  

Q Yes. About t h i s  t i m e  do you ever  remember a p iece
of VC propaganda being s e n t  over t o  you o r  t o  your t r a n s l a t i o n  
s e c t i o n  f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  which concerned poss ib ly  something 
unusual happening a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I do not  r e c a l l .  

Q O r  Son My, o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q Does t h e  name Co Luy mean anything t o  you? Spe l l -
ed C-0 L-U-Y, Co Luy? 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  C-0 L-U-Y. 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  eve r  see ing  t h a t  w r i t t e n ?  
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A. No, sir. 


Q = Xow about Tu C - m g ,  T-U C-U-=-N-G? 

A. No, sir ,  ta t h e  b e s t  of my recoa l -ec t ion ,  no. 

Q. I have here a p i e c e  sf V i e t  Cong propaganda which 
has been entered i n t o  t he  record  as an a t tachment  to 8Exhibi.t 
2-1, I'd like you t o  look a t  t h i s ,  Doctor,  i f  you would ar,d 
-i=d.L me i f  you've seen  m y t h i n g  such as t h i s ?  

A. No, sir, I donz t r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  having seen  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  itera. If I did see it ,  I have complete ly  f o r -  
g o t t e n  and t h i s  does n o t  r e s u r r e c t  i n  my mind t h a t  I s a w  t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  p i e c e  s f  l i t e r a t u . r e .  I s m  speaking of colored, a 
p a r % i c u I a r  kind o f  question, leaflets as I recall .  

8 .  You would had ta have seen  an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
W e  are surmis ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a b i t  of propaganda t h a t  was 
b roadcas t ,  taken note of i n  V i e t n a r e s e ,  and subsequent ly  trans-
l a t e d .  B u t  i f  you'd seen  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  f o r  example, pro-
vided i n  t h e  second paragraph on t he  second page,  i t ' s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  you would have remembered that, 

A. Again, 1 can % say wi th  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  I d i d  see 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. I k s o r r y  t h a t  I can t be more 
s p e c i f i c .  

Q a W e l l ,  i f  you d i h f t s e e  i t ,  I can hardly--

A, H j u s t  donut reca l l  it. 

Q a AZb right, t h a t  a s  f i n e .  I have h e r e  another, 
AetuaPSy t h i s  i s  a n o t i c e  i s s u e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  
L ibe ra t ion  F ron t  Comrni.ttee, H e r e  i s  t h e  form, and t h i s  klas 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E , x h i b i t  M - 3 5 .  T h i s  is  t h e  
form t h a t  it took i n  its Vietnamese v e r s i o n ,  which does n o t  
come out too c l ean .  But t h e  way i t ' s  prepared  may p o s s i b l y  
r e f r e s h  your wmory.  And on t o p  of it i s  t h e  Engl i sh  trans-
l a t i o n .  

A - Da you want rne t o  read through t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s -
a a tion '? 

Q . I would s k i p  through i t ,  Doctor. You should  re-
cognize fairly soon whether you%e seen  it o r  n o t .  
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A. Again, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s ir ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. I have 
read a newspaper r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e r e  was VC propaganda about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s  document. 

Q Yes. Referr ing back again t o  t h e  previous e x h i b i t ,
here  i s  a s ta tement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l ,  which i s  a l s o  enclosed as  
an attachment,  and I would ask you i f  you've ever  seen  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
having seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  opening.paragraph, Doc-
t o r ,  it says  t h a t  i n  a l e t t e r  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  
the  Quang Ngai Province Chief ,  and then  i n  t h e  paragraph f o l -
lowing t h e r e ,  i t  says  t h a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  received a  
l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of  Son My Vi l lage .  Were you 
ever  made pr ivy t o  e i t h e r  of those documents? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  no. 

Q I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-34, which i s  a r e p o r t  from 
the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province chief  
of Quang Ngai Province.  I would ask i f  you've ever  seen  t h i s  
document. The Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  d i r e c t l y  underneath it. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h i s  document. 

Q Here i s  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s .  

Q.  . Would you expect  i n  a normal course of  events  t h a t  
as  t h i s  information became a v a i l a b l e  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  t o  
Quang Ngai Province,  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  t h a t  you a s  t h e  
commander of t h e  52d M I D  would have had a copy of this made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. Perhaps I may have been on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  list. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen  cop ies ,  t o  d i r e c t  myself a t  your 
ques t ion  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Perhaps I should have been on t h e  d i s -
t r i b u t i o n  l is t .  I should have been appr ised  of t h e  na tu re  of 
t h e  contents .  Perhaps i f  I were n o t ,  t h e  reasoning w a s  be-
cause of  t h e  s p l i t  AO. The i n t e l l i g e n c e  opera t ion  t h a t  I was 
f o s t e r i n g  and developing was r e a l l y  a p a r t  from what was hap-
pening up nor th .  I can only specu la te .  These may have been 
extenuat ing circumstances.  
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Q - Y e s .  Did you keep f a i r l y  c l o s e  con tac t  with t h e  
G 2  advisors  of Quang Ngai Province? 

A. No, sir. I had con tac t  through--I was never i n  
Quang Ngai C i ty ,  never s e t  f o o t  i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  I never 
met t h e  American G2 advisor  i n  Quang Ngai. I never met t h e r e  
i n  Vietnam any of t h e  s t a f f ,  t he  American s t a f f ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s t a f f ,  o r  otherwise from Quang Ngai City o r  i n  Binh Son o r  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t s .  

Q.  Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  i n  t h e  t i m e  of March, 
A p r i l ,  May from your con tac t  wi th  t h e  b r igade ,  t h a t  an i n v e s t i -
s a t i o n  was be ing  conducted w i t h i n  t h e  br igade?  

A. No, s i r .  No, s i r .  I assumed t h a t  i f  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  were being conducted, t h a t .  i t  would f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  
purview probably of t h e  C I D  o r  t h e  provost  marsha l ' s  o f f i c e .  
I was n o t  appr ised  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I had no knowledge 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted. 

Q. Did you have any knowledge of an ARVN o r  GVN i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  of any rumors o r  s t a t ements ,  
o t h e r  than t h e  one you've j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  having t o  do with t h e  
128 versus 3 ,  anything i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  which may have 
caused you t o  suspec t  t h a t  something unusual may have taken 
p lace  i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  about t h e  middle of March? You might 
th ink  about t h a t  a moment. Possibly you might have heard some-
th ing  a t  t h e  c lub  wi th  t h e  174th Aviation Company, s i t t i n g  
around having a b e e r ,  o r  whatever you might do. 

A. I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  ques t ion  and I ' v e  thought about 
it a t  length .  Again, t o  my knowledge, o t h e r  than t h e  d i s p a r i t y  
between t h e  128 k i l l e d  and t h e  3 t o  5 weapons recovered, t h e r e ' s  
one o t h e r  p iece  of information through hearsay t h a t  came my 
way, not  i n  my o f f i c i a l  func t ion  a s  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
detachment commander, bu t  j u s t  a s  a body who happened t o  have 
e a r s .  I overheard,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  men, I d i d n ' t  know them 
t h e n ,  something about c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  up nor th .  Son My 
was not  mentioned, My L a i  was not  mentioned, up nor th  was men-
t ioned.  Someone had been a t  d i v i s i o n  and they  a t  d i v i s i o n  s a i d  
something about innocent  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  And t h e s e  
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people a s  I walked by, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  con tex t ,  
s a i d  they be l ieved t h e  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  an 
opera t ion  inadver ten t ly  by an a r t i l l e r y  prep  and gunships 
f i r i n g  i n t o  a populated a rea .  Now, I 'm making t h e  connection 
as  a p o s s i b i l i t y  maybe up nor th  r e f e r s  t o  Son My-My Lai.  They 
were n o t  mentioned. Grid coordina tes  weren ' t  mentioned. 
Source of information? I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I t  
was hearsay.  I was walking by. This was LZ Bronco and Duc 
Pho o u t s i d e  my detachment a rea .  The source of information as  
a  p a r t y  r e l ay ing  information t o  o t h e r  people,  s a i d  t h a t  they 
had been a t  d i v i s i o n  and those people a t  d i v i s i o n  s a i d  t h a t  
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  somewhere i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Duc 
Pho up nor th ,  I be l i eve .  

Q Did they say who a t  d i v i s i o n  s a i d  what? 

A. No, s i r .  They d i d n ' t  mention, f o r  example, t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  l o g i s t i c s ,  o r  
whatever t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  u n i t s  a r e .  Only "someone," o r  
"they" o r  " those people." Very vague and i n d e f i n i t e ,  I know. 
I f  I had information--cer tainly I know how d i sconcer t ing  it 
must be from your p o i n t  of view. That is  very genera l  and 
vague and i n s p e c i f i c .  "They" a t  d i v i s i o n  s a i d  something about 
it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who these  people were t h a t  were 
doing t h e  t a l k i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you know most of those people down t h e r e  f a i r l y
wel l ,  Doctor? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know so'me of t h e  e n l i s t e d  men very we l l .  

Q. Were t h e s e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  o r  were these  o f f i -
ce r s  t h a t  were t a l k i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. What i s  your impression of  Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 
How was he? 

c-> 

A. Lieutenant  JOHNSON, I - f e l t  h i s  s t r e n g t h  was pro-
bably working wi th  t h e  men i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Again, I have only 
repor t s  from commanders who have used him i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  usual ly  
i n  t h e  sense t h a t  he  was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  on t h e  s p o t .  
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I ' v e  never been i n  the f i e l d  myse l f .  I was s t r i c t l y  k ind  of 
a base  camp, desk o f f i c e r  man ipu la t ing  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s  i t  came 
i n t o  my o f f i c e ,  s o  I could n o t  e v a l u a t e  him f i r s t h a n d .  What I 
g i v e  you i n  t h e  way of an e v a l u a t i o n  i s  secondhand from m e ,  
f i r s t h a n d  from people  l i k e  Major CALHOUN and probably Colonel  
BARKER h imse l f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  who may have pra i sed  
JOHNSON. But I g e n e r a l l y  g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  JOHNSON f e l t  
t h a t  he p r e f e r r e d  working i n  t h e  f i e l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  do ing  a 
desk job,  t o  be q u i t e  f r a n k  w i t h  you,  paper  s h u f f l e r  and push-
er  back a t  base camp. H e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  w r i t i n g  
r e p o r t s .  That  was a d i f f i c u l t y  because I o r  someone would 
have t o  r e w r i t e  t h e  Engl i sh  of  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  do  you fo l low,  
b e f o r e  they  w e r e  typed .  And as JOHNSON p r e f e r r e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  on t h e  s p o t ,  it was consumed t a c t i c a l l y  and l o -
c a l l y  r a t h e r  t han  having t o  go through t h e  b u s i n e s s  of  record-
i n g  it i n  Eng l i sh  and s t r u c t u r i n g .  I was k i n d  of  met icu lous  
about ,  you know, paragraphs ,  e t  c e t e r a ;  b u t  w e  would always 
have t o  r e w r i t e  h i s  work, i n  s h o r t ,  and when--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you have t o  p repa re  an e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t  on him? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  I d i d  p repa re  an e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  on him. 

& What would you base  your  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  on i f  
you d i d n ' t  know what he  was doing up t h e r e  and check i n t o  h i s  
work and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  from t h e  r e p o r t s  from t h e  f i e l d  
commanders t h a t  he was doing good work up t h e r e ,  t h a t  he  had 
se rved  w i t h  Task Force  Barker from t h e  sou the rn  Chu L a i  TAOR, 
t h e  Operat ion Muscatine TAOR, and then  when h e  worked w i t h  us 
a t  base  camp he  worked long hours .  The problem was that he 
needed t o  p e r f e c t  h i s  w r i t i n g .  I worked w i t h  him on sen tence  
s t r u c t u r e ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  and h e  seemed very w i l l i n g ,  a b l e  and 
eage r .  H e  j u s t  p r e f e r r e d  working i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you speak Vietnamese, Doctor? 

A. NO, sir.  I had a s m a t t e r i n g  o f  i t ,  8 t o  10 
weeks. I a r ranged  a course  a t  t h e  Schof i e l d  Barracks  i n  Army 
Education ( E a s t )  and we  s p e n t  6 weeks. I know a f e w  of  t h e  
b a s i c  ph ra ses  l i k e  "What t i m e  i s  i t ? "  (w i tnes s  speaks  i n  V i e t -
namese.) I ' m  s u r e  I have t h e  p ronunc ia t ion  wrong. I cannot 
speak o r  I cannot  unders tand  Vietnamese when i t ' s  spoken 
r a p i d l y .  
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Q You yourse l f  used var ious  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  were 
assigned t o  your M I  Detachment? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  any ones i n  whom you developed p a r t i -
cu la r  confidence and wi th  whom you r e c a l l  working b e t t e r  than 
o the r s?  

A. I r e a l l y  myself d i d n ' t  perform any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  
I was t h e  s e c t i o n  c h i e f ,  and again ,  t h e  raw r e p o r t s  on l e g a l  
pads would come from my i n t e r r o g a t o r s  and I ' d  try t o  coordinate  
the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  information,  r e w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  p o l i s h  them, 
i n  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  typing. Then they 'd  be forwarded t o  
Colonel BLACKLEDGE, t h e  br igade  S2. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
developed rappor t  with any i n t e r p r e t e r .  Now my var ious  i n t e r -
rogators  performing t h e  ind iv idua l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  may have 
expressed preferences ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r r o -
ga to r s  a t  t h i s  time who p re fe r red  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and say t h a t  
s p e c i a l i s t  so-and-so l i k e d  t o  work wi th  this i n t e r p r e t e r .  I 
th ink  over  a given long h a u l ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t s  and an 
abrasive r e l a t i o n s h i p  a l s o  may i n e v i t a b l y  develop i n  t h a t  s o r t  
of th ing .  And t h e  men tended t o  r o t a t e  through i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
as  I r e c a l l .  

Q But you yourse l f  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  t o  know any of 
the  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I myself performed, I would try es t ima te  t h e  number 
of i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  n o t  too  many. A s  s e c t i o n  ch ie f  i t  r e a l l y  
wasn ' t  my job t o  perform s p e c i f i c  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  I d i r e c t e d  
the  team of i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  I d i d  a few r e p o r t s ,  however, when 
I f i r s t  got  t h e r e ,  s o  I knew what my men would be doing. But 
t h a t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  br igade  a r r i v e d  i n  December o r  January. 

Q. Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a s e r i e s  of photographs
t h a t  have been marked i n  t h i s  record  as  Exh ib i t  P-8, P-10, 
P-21 ,  and P-22. Perhaps you can i d e n t i f y  some of t h e  i n d i -
v idua l s  i n  these  photographs. 

A. Yes, I th ink  I can. How do you want me t o ?  

Q. J u s t  g ive  us t h e  number and i d e n t i f y .  
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A. Number 10 ,  t h e  man on one knee h e r e  wi th  t h e  wea-
pon on i t s  b u t t  po in t ing  upward looks t o  me t o  be F i r s t  Lieu-
t e n a n t  Dennis JOHNSON, t h e  man about whom I ' m  speaking. This 
looks again l i k e  Lieutenant  JOHNSON and this appears t o  be an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  t h e  52d M I  who was wi th  JOHNSON, I assume, on 
t h i s  opera t ion .  S t a f f  Sergeant--his l a s t  name I recall--MINH. 

Q. This i n  P-21? 

A. P-21,  yes .  The caucasian i s  JOHNSON, and t h e  ARVN, 
I t h i n k ,  is M I N H ,  M-I-N-H. S t a f f  Sergeant  M I N H ,  who I assume 
was t h e r e  wi th  JOHNSON because he was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  wherever it was taken.  

Q . Was MINH a f a v o r i t e  o f ,  JOHNSON'S o r  was i t  another 
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  whom you r e f e r r e d  as  being h i s  f a v o r i t e ?  

A. I th ink  "Trung S i " ,  whom JOHNSON c a l l e d  "Trung S i "  
was JOHNSON 's f a v o r i t e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q - And he was n o t  MINH? 

A. Oh, no, sir, no. They're two d i f f e r e n t  people,  
r i g h t .  Yes, sir. Why, "Trung S i "  had a g i r l  f r i e n d  i n  Duc Pho 
and wou.ld only t o l e r a t e  t h i s  kind of th ing  up nor th  f o r  s o  
long. I n  o t h e r  words I could keep him up t h e r e  f o r  a month, 
and then  I ' d  have a morale problem with "Trung S i " .  He'd come 
down with h i s  g i r l f r i e n d ,  and I ' d  r o t a t e  maybe M,INH o r  one of 
the  o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
"Trung S i "  I t h i n k ,  l i v e d  i n  a c i t y ,  South Vietnamese type ,  
maybe from Saigon, and he  wasn' t t h e  country type.  H e  d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  boondocks f o r  var ious reasons.  

Q Do you recognize anyone i n  t h e  o t h e r  photographs? 

A. Yes, I th ink  again t h i s  is--I d o n ' t  recognize the  
o l d  South Vietnamese gentleman. This i s  Dennis JOHNSON, I 
b e l i e v e ,  here ,  and t h i s  looks t o  me again t o  be S t a f f  Sergeant 
MINH . 

A. P-22. This looks l i k e  M I N H  h e r e  s tanding  i n  P-8. 
I don't--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Do you recognize t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on 
t h e  telephone i n  t h e  background? 
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A. I recognize him through c u r r e n t  mass media publi-
c a t i o n s ,  bu t  I have never met, I assume, i t ' s  Captain MEDINA. 

Q- Yes. 

A. Nor have I e v e r  spoken wi th  Captain MEDINA o r  Lieu-
tenant  CALLEY. I n c i d e n t l y ,  b u t  from mass media photographs--
is t h i s  a Time magazine o r  d id  p a r t  of  t h i s  appear maybe i n  
Time o r  Li fe?-
Q I t  may have. 

A. T h a t ' s  how I recognize him, b u t  not  from f i r s t -
hand knowledge. 

Q Doctor LABRIOLA, d id  you have any procedure by
which you attempted t o  ga ther  information from among your 
i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  Were they t h e  source of any i n t e l l i g e n c e  infor -
mation t o  you? 

A. The i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  sometimes a f t e r  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
was performed, and t h e  i n t e r r o g a t e e  would be taken back t o  the  
provost  marshal ' s  compound, would g i v e  a personal  e s t ima te  t o  

; t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  who may have re layed t h a t  personal  e s t ima te  
t o  me. "That man l i e d , "  o r  "I th ink  he knows more than he  has  
s a i d , "  o r  "What he s a i d  i s  somewhat colored.  " 

Q Was t h e r e  an i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  t e n t  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  was an i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  t e n t  a t  Duc Pho, 
yes.  

Q. And they would l i v e  t h e r e  toge the r  when they were 
not  out  on assignment? 

A. Yes, s i x  o r  seven of them shared t h e  same b a s i c ,  I 
guess i t ' s  a squad, maybe i t ' s  n o t  c a l l e d  a squad t e n t ,  b u t ,  
yes ,  a l a r g e  t e n t .  

Q W e l l ,  was t h e r e  any member of your detachment who 
made it a p o i n t  t o  s o r t  of look a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  some of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  may have 
had c l o s e r  con tac t  wi th  them. 

Q. It 's  our  information t h a t  Sergeant  MINH was very 
t roubled about t h i s  opera t ion  from what he had observed, and 
we have been seeking avenues a s  t o  whom he  might have spoken 
upon re tu rn ing  t o  Duc Pho a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  
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A. Y e s .  I can s a y  w i t h  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
e v e r  speak w i t h  m e  about  My Lai-Son My, and I ' m  about  t o  s ay ,  
o r  any, b u t  I have t o  q u a l i f y  t h a t .  My c l o s e s t  a f f i l i a t i o n  
w i t h  M I N H  came w i t h  an i n c i d e n t  when M I N H  and a  group o f  my 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  l e a v i n g ,  and t h i s  i s  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Son MY, 
l e av ing  LZ Bronco and g o t  i n t o  a  f i g h t  o r  ruckus w i t h  t h e  pro- 
v o s t  mar sha l ' s  men. The p rovos t  mar sha l ' s  men wouldn ' t  permit  
my i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  l e a v e  wi thou t  a pass  o r  hav ing  them back,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  a t  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e .  And t h e n  I 
e s c o r t e d  t h e  men, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  back t o  their t e n t - - t h a t  
k ind  o f  ruckus.  But I t h e n  t a l k e d  w i t h  MINH more a t  tha t  po in t  
t h a n  a t  any o t h e r  p o i n t  about h imse l f  and t h a t  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  
American t r o o p s  i n  g e n e r a l .  That  s o r t  of t h i n g .  But MIIJH d i d  
no t  mention t o  me t h e  My Lai-Son My i n c i d e n t .  

a .  What w e r e  your r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  he  w a s  the b r i g a d e  commander. I never  t a l k -
e d  a lone  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON dur ing  my s t a y  i n  Vietnam. By
that  I mean t h e  two o f  us a lone .  O r  even though o t h e r  people  
were h e r e ,  two o f  us s ay ing  t h i n g s  i n  conf idence  t o  each  o t h e r ,  
a l though you may be h e r e  and me s t a n d i n g  h e r e .  S t r i c t l y  a 
b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I was i n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  t e n t  on ly  once 
and he w a s n ' t  there. H e  made a r e q u e s t  a t  a b r i e f i n g .  H e  
sa id- - I  w a s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  a company commander 
and he s a i d  t h a t  they  d o n ' t  have t h e  b o r e  b rush  t h a t ' s  used 
f o r  t h e  M-79 grenade launcher .  Colonel  RUSCHE, who w a s  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander of  t h e  6 t h  Support  B a t t a l i o n  was there. 
Colonel  HENDERSON asked "What i s  t h a t  c a l l e d ?  Can you f i n d  
o u t  f o r  m e  what it i s ? "  

Colonel  RUSCHE s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t  know. " That  evening 
I went back and I looked through some manuals I had on care 
and c l ean ing  of  t h e  M-79, and I gave him t h e  f e d e r a l  s t o c k  
number. I wrote  i t  down on a DD Form 95 and I walked over  
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON'S b u s i n e s s  o f f i c e .  I knocked, t h e r e  
w a s  no answer, and t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  s a i d ,  "Who do  you want?" 

I s a i d ,  "Colonel  HENDERSON. " 

H e  s a i d ,  " H e ' s  n o t  i n . "  H e  s a i d ,  "What do  you 
want s p e c i f i c a l l y ? " '  

I s a i d ,  "Drop t h i s  i n  h i s  in-box. He made a re-
q u e s t  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I t h i n k  I have even the  
f e d e r a l  s t o c k  number f o r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he  wants."  
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And he s a i d ,  "Well, h e r e ' s  t h e  in-box," and I put 
it i n  h i s  in-box. That 's t h e  only time I 've been i n  h i s  busi-
ness  o f f i c e .  I v i s i t e d  him i n  h i s  t r a i l e r  once with Colonel'  
BLACKLEDGE. He l i v e d  i n  an air-condi t ioned t r a i l e r .  He took\% 
m e  over  because my C I  s e c t i o n ,  I was commander of 52d M I ,  s a i d  
t h a t  one of  our  good South Vietnamese r e l i a b l e  s p e c i a l  agents  'x,, 

.> 
s a i d  t h a t  an enemy fo rce  would be passing a c e r t a i n  i n t e r s e c -
t i o n  a t  a c e r t a i n  time en  rou te  t o  conduct a sapper  a t t a c k  
a g a i n s t  Bronco. I mentioned t h i s  i n  t h e  presence of Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE t o  Colonel HENDERSON who wanted t o  d i r e c t  H & I  f i r e  
on a given g r i d  coordinate .  I d o n ' t  offhand r e c a l l  what h i s  
dec is ion  was. They may have pooped o u t  a few rounds but--

Q = ( In terpos ing)  So t h a t  almost a l l  of your contac t  
wi th in  t h e  br igade  were wi th  t h e  S2? 

A. Yes, s i r .  He was my immediate s t a f f  superv i so r ,  
Colonel BLACKLEDGE, exac t ly .  I saw Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  and never t a l k e d  t o  him p r i v a t e l y .  I f i l t e r -
ed  a l l  of my information through t h e  S2 who evalua ted  it be-
cause he had information I d i d n ' t  have. He had t h e  con tac t  
with RRU, t h e  Radio Research Uni t ,  which I d i d n ' t  have. 

Q W e l l  t o  your knowledge, d i d  h e  have any g r e a t e r  
contac t  wi th  province o r  d i s t r i c t  advisory teams t h e r e  than you 
d id?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. He may have t r a v e l e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  
as  t h e  Brigade S2 t o  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t o  a t t e n d  the  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  The Duc Pho MACV adv i so r ,  Major SMITH a t  the  
t ime,  would come t o  Bronco and he would not  t a l k  wi th  me. H e  
never came t o  s e e  me. He would go t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  
Colonel HENDERSON. He had ,  sources of i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  you s e e ,  
t h a t  Colonel BLACKLEDGE would no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a y  t o  me what 
Major SMITH, t h e  MACV Duc Pho advisor  t o l d  him. So i n  t h a t  
sense he had con tac t  wi th  MACV personnel t h a t  I d i d n ' t .  

Q What's your eva lua t ion  and your r e l a t i o n  wi th  Colo-
ne 1 BLACKLEDGE ? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  i t  was a very ,  very good p ro fess iona l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Occasionally we had a bee r  toge the r  i n  t h e  eve-
ning,  b u t  it was usual ly  about bus iness .  I never r e c a l l  d i s -
cussing anything e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  wi th  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. He 
was, you know, very dedicated t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h a t  s o r t  of 
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th ing .  And w e  would t a l k  about it over a b e e r ,  what t h e  enemy 
might be doing, and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  I th ink  i t  was a good, 
h e a l t h y ,  p ro fess iona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I th ink  he l i k e d  m y  work. 
He had s a i d  t h a t  he l i k e d  my work, s o  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he d id .  

10: How would you c l a s s i f y  him a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  Colonel BLACKLEDGE was a very ,  very good 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  He would spend many hours i n t o  t h e  
n i g h t ,  maybe u n t i l  midnight ,  absorbing t h e  d a t a  t h a t  was fun-
neled i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  from var ious  sources .  H e  was inundated 
wi th  paperwork. He had a  very remarkable memory, I t h i n k ,  f o r  
d e t a i l ,  for g r i d  coordina tes ,  hamlets ,  and v i l l a g e s .  I th ink  
h i s  pub l i c  b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h e  evenings weren ' t  as pol i shed  a s  
they might be,  b u t  a p a r t  from t h a t  I th ink  he was a good in-
t e r p r e t e r  of i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  r appor t  with 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders may have been. I d o n ' t  know, they 
may have r e l i e d  more on i n t e l l i g e n c e  ga thered  by t h e i r  own 
s o l d i e r s  through observat ion  than  on i n t e l l i g e n c e  provided by 
him t o  them. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what h i s  r appor t  with t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders might have been, b u t  I th ink  he was very 
dedicated and c e r t a i n l y  zealous.  

MR MACCRATE: What seemed t o  be h i s  rappor t  w i t h  t h e  Brigade 
commander? 

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know, t h a t  i s  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
never t o l d  me t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON s a i d  t h a t  I was inadequate 
o r  adequate o r  thought t h a t  I was doing a good job, and I never 
observed any personal  confronta t ions  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t o  
me t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON e i t h e r  thought h ighly  o r  lowly of 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE. I would g e t  t h e  im--

Q ( In terpos ing)  Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  
Colonel BLACKLEDGE was a conf idant  of Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I would say offhand,  no, t h a t  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, 
t h i s  is  my "guesst imate,  " and Colonel HENDERSON weren ' t  c lose  
i n  t h a t  sense.  

Q W e l l ,  was t h e s e  anyone wi th in  t h e  br igade  t h a t ,  i n  
your observat ions ,  Colonel HENDERSON d i d  spend more time with 
than o t h e r s ,  t o  whom he seemed t o  look a s  a conf idant?  

A. I could n o t  observe h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  the  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders. I f e e l  personal ly  t h a t  he had g r e a t e r  
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a f f i n i t y  f o r  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commanders t han  he  d i d  f o r  h i s  b r i -
gade s t a f f ,  S1 through S5, I mean obvious ly .  I t h i n k ,  f o r  
example, he  would develop g r e a t e r  r appor t  and have a more i n -
t e n s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  f i e l d  commanders. Colonel  
HENDERSON'S problem, and y o u ' l l  s e e  I d o n ' t  mean problem r i g h t  
a f t e r  I q u a l i f y  it, is t h a t ' s  h e ' s  extremely i n t e l l i g e n t  and 
h e ' s  very,  very a r t i c u l a t e .  H e  i s ,  i n  my e s t i m a t i o n ,  t h e  
s i n g l e  f i n e s t  o f f i c e r  I have e v e r  encountered i n  2 y e a r s  i n  
t h e  s e r v i c e .  Apart  from whatever h i s  connec t ion  may be wi th  
t h i s ,  I don' t know. I ' m  speaking on ly  of  h i s  performance i n  
b r i e f i n g s .  He seemed t o  m e  t o  know more about  what w a s  going 
on i n  h i s  b r i g a d e  than  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  H e  would have t h e  
S1 r e p o r t i n g  on h i s  s p e c i a l t y ,  S2, S3,  S4,  S5,  and maybe have 
developed a b lank  s p o t  o r  have given gene ra l  in format ion  and 
he would've jumped i n  and s a i d ,  "Do you mean?" H e  w a s  ve ry ,  
very ,  s p e c i f i c ,  p e r c e p t i v e ,  and i n c i s i v e ,  I thought .  I thought  
t h a t  he  knew what was going on,  and I f e l t  t h a t  h e  knew what 
was going on even when he was XO and General  LIPSCOMB was com-
mander of t h e  b r igade .  I ha rd ly  e v e r  saw General  LIPSCOMB, 
b u t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t h a t  he w a s  XO, and I guess he  shou ld ,  as I 
s a i d .  Colonel  HENDERSON knew, t o  t h e  n t h  d e t a i l ,  it seemed 
t o  m e ,  what w a s  happening i n  t h a t  A 0  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  
of  a mine t h a t  had been de tona ted ,  who was i n j u r e d ,  what u n i t ,  
and h e  would even have t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  b r igade  surgeon on 
occas ion .  He'd s a y ,  "say surgeon ,"  over  h i s  s h o u l d e r I n t h a t  
mine t h a t  w a s  de tona t ed  a t  so-and-so, on Highway 1, g r i d  co-
o r d i n a t e s ,  how about  t h e  man t h a t  you s a w  a few hours  ago? 
What's t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  of h i s  i n j u r i e s ?  What's h i s  
d i s p o s i t i o n ? "  

And t h e  surgeon would s a y ,  "I t h i n k  maybe a l e g  
i nj ury ." 

"Well,  was it blown o f f  o r  n o t ? "  And t h e n  Colonel  
HENDERSON sometimes would add,  "Well, t h i s  i s  t h e  n a t u r e ,  I 
t h i n k ,  of  t h e  i n j u r y  and h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  2d Surg a t  Chu 
L a i  r a t h e r  t han  down. I t  w a s  a h o s t i l e  act wi th  ( a  d e s i g n a t i o n )  
a t  Qu i  Nhon." I n  s h o r t ,  I c a n ' t  exhaus t  s u p e r l a t i v e s .  Again, 
a p a r t  from t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  
w a s .  

Q. Did you have any c o n t a c t s  wi th  S5? 

A. Capta in  KESHEL, I b e l i e v e .  

Q Y e s .  
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A. Yes. W e l l ,  I saw him a t  the  b r i e f i n g s  and he reg-
u l a r l y  gave an evening b r i e f i n g ,  yes .  And I had con tac t s  be-
cause I had an agent ,  a  Vietnamese agent ,  who provided i n t e l l i -
gence information t o  my detachment, which would then be phrased 
as  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  t o  be passed on t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
who wished t o  have payment, not  i n  p i a s t e r s ,  b u t  i n  r i c e .  And 
I would go t o  Captain KESHEL and s a y ,  "Hey, Captain KESHEL, 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  agent  wants 50  pounds of  r i c e  r a t h e r  than  500 
p i a s t e r s . "  He would g ive  me 50 pounds of r i c e  from t h e  quarter-
master t e n t .  We had maybe a couple hundred pounds of  r i c e .  
Other than t h a t  t h e r e  was an o f f i c e r ' s  c lub  a t  Duc Pho, b u t  it 
was b u i l t  a f t e r  I l e f t .  I th ink  I had a bee r  o r  two w i t h  him; , 
we had a  beer  occas ional ly .  Other con tac t  I may have had, not  
with him d i r e c t l y ,  bu t  w e  would p lan  these  opera t ions ,  jamboree-
type a f f a i r s ,  k ind  of a  pac i f ica t ' ion  bus iness .  And w e  would 
go t o ,  not  an ou t ly ing  hamlet,  b u t  a hamlet on t h e  per iphery 
of Bronco and I t h i n k  Captain KESHEL I guess was t h e  o v e r a l l  
supervisor .  He would g ive  candy t o  t h e  ch i ld ren .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember any problems he had wi th  the 
d i v i s i o n  G 5 ?  

A. No, sir ,  I don' t r e c a l l  any problems t h a t  I can 
say w i t h  c e r t i t u d e .  He never mentioned t o  me any problems 
t h a t  he may have had wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 5 .  I know t h a t  he was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  dropping l e a f l e t s .  Tha t ' s  another  t h i n g ,  I 
would sometimes joke with Captain KESHEL about h i s  l e a f l e t  
drops.  I s a i d  t h a t  you know t h e  s o l d i e r s  have t o  w a i t  and waste 
t ime,  b u t  t h i s  information i s n ' t  r e l e v a n t .  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  about t h i s  
conversat ion you heard about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  up 
north and a r e p o r t  brought down by someone from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any of the  aud i to r s?  W a s  
Captain KESHEL among those  t h a t  you seem t o  th ink  of i n  t h e  
group, o r  was Chaplain HOFFMAN? Were you assoc ia ted  wi th  any 
of the  .chapla ins?  

A. Chaplain HOFFMAN had a t e n t  r i g h t  across  from where 
I l i v e d  and worked, but  I don' t th ink  it was Captain KESHEL. 
The r e p o r t ,  a s  I s a i d ,  d i d n ' t  come down from d i v i s i o n .  Some-
one had been a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q W e l l  t h a t ' s  what I meant t o  capsu l i ze ,  what you
had s a i d .  I understood you t o  say t h a t  someone had been a t  
d i v i s i o n ,  had heard t h i s ,  and was coming i n  and t a l k i n g  about 
i t  a t  Duc Pho. 
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A. Y e s .  I t  may have been Chaplain HOFFMAN because 
I was walking from--I would have t o  always pass h i s  t e n t ,  h i s  
a rea .  I was walking through, I may have walked by h i s  t e n t  i n  
the chap la in ' s  a rea .  I t  could have been Chaplain HOFFMAN. I 
d o n ' t  know, with c e r t i t u d e .  I t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me because t h e  
reason deduced was a r t i l l e r y  prep and gunships and it d i d n ' t  
s t r i k e  me a t  t h e  time as  being s i g n i f i c a n t .  It may have been. 
It may have been t h e  br igade  surgeon, aga in ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

10: Doctor LABRIOLA, were you ever  cautioned o r  d id  
you ever  hea r  anybody e l s e  cautioned concerning t a l k i n g  about 
anything t h a t  may have happened i n  t h e  Son My-Son Tinh a rea  i n  
about the  middle of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  not .  

Q Well, we apprec ia te  very much your having taken 
t i m e  ou t  t o  appear before  t h i s  inqu i ry .  Some of t h e  th ings  
we have t o l d  you j u s t  may by chance f i t  i n t o  p lace  wi th  some 
of t h e  information which you have s t o r e d  i n  your memory. I f  
t h i s  does b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  some a d d i t i o n a l  information which you 
have no t  provided he re  today, a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  we'd very much 
apprec ia te  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us s o  w e  could t ake  ad-
vantage of t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  information.  Moreover, i f  you have 
any documents of any k ind  such a s  memoranda, d i r e c t i v e s ,  let-
t e r s ,  photos,  a e r i a l  photos,  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re  which 
may a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  we'd l i k e  very 
much t o  take  advantage of those a s  w e l l .  

A. I have some information. May I b r ing  it t o  l i g h t  
now? 

Q. Yes, p lease .  

A. Also on t h i s  iss.ue, t h i s  may be somewhat s i g n i -
f i c a n t ,  I hope you t a k e  i n t o  account the l o s s  of memory, q u i t e  
f rankly .  

Q. Oh, yes .  

A. Is t h e r e  anyone who s a i d  they t o l d  me--or can you 
answer t h a t  ques t ion--spec i f ica l ly?  

MR MACCRATE: No, w e  have heard c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  s a i d .  You ind i -
c a t e  t o  us t h a t  you heard c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  and we ' re  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  match conversat ions a s  w e  go along. There 's  no i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  I have t h a t  you were p resen t  when p a r t i c u l a r  th ings  were 
s a i d .  

(LABRIOLA) 27 APP T-179 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. You could mention a s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion  o r  a 
s p e c i f i c  person.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  b r igade  surgeon o r  Chaplain 
HOFFMAN o r  Captain  KESHEL, who t o l d  m e  o r  saw m e  walk by and 
thought  t h a t  I overheard.  That miqht r e s u r r e c t  o r  r e v i v e  a 
memory. But I do have some in fo rma t ion .  Under Major FLETCHER, 
o u r  former commander, w e  ass igned  an imagery i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  t o  Quang Ngai C i ty  by t h e  name of  L ieu t enan t  V i c t o r  
MART I N E  , M-A-R-T-I-N-E. 

10: MARTINE? 

A. I t h i n k  he pronounced it MARTINE. H e  was- - I  
t h i n k  h e ' s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  I r ece ived  a Christmas c a r d  
from him. H e  may be a c a p t a i n  now, b u t  t hen  h e  was a f i r s t  
l i e u t e n a n t  i n  imagery i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  And Major FLETCHER 
f e l t  t h a t  w e  should  have an o f f i c e r  i n  Quang Ngai t o  a c c e l e r a t e  
t h e  r e p o r t s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  w e  would normally g e t .  By 
t h a t  I mean Quang Ngai had a d i t t o  machine and t h e y  would s a y ,  
" S e c r e t  agen t  r e p o r t s  t h a t :  cache o f  r i c e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e s e  
coo rd ina t e s .  R e l i a b i l i t y  : such-and-such. " T h a t ' s  a l l .  And 
I 'd  g e t  a copy maybe 5 days a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  Major FLETCHER 
s a i d ,  "Well ,  i n  t h i s  w a r  you need i n t e l l i g e n c e  immediately. 
L e t ' s  g e t  an o f f i c e r  up t h e r e  who would g e t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  day o r  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e y ' r e  gene ra t ed  and fun-
n e l  them down r i g h t  away on a chopper. " And t h a t  w a s  h i s  job. 
But he  w a s  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  and aga in  I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why would you send a photo  imagery
i n t e r p r e t e r  to--with a l l  t h e  t a l e n t  t h a t  he  has--to be a pas-
s e r  of messages which you could probably a s s i g n  t o  a smart  
E-1  o r  E-2? 

A. W e  had more I&It y p e s  t h a n  w e  needed a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
and t h i s  man has  an a b i l i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r a p p o r t  w i t h  people ,  
I f e e l ,  and e l i c i t  i n fo rma t ion  q u i c k l y .  That  was t h e  n a t u r e  
of h i s  assignment.  H e  i s  n o t  connected a t  a l l  w i t h  My L a i -
Son My. The p o i n t  i s  I 'm say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 52d M I  t ype  
i n  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  t h e  prov ince  c a p i t a l ,  t h a t  's a l l  I 'm 
sugges t ing  . 
Q Fine ,  okay. 

A .  H e  may be a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  ground-wise t o  t h e  scene  
of a c t i o n .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  
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A. Did I g ive  you any th ing?  I guess  you expec t ed  a 
l o t  more from t h e  MID commander. 

Q We're always hope fu l .  I would a t  t h i s  t i m e  s ay  t o  
you i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  which you would l i k e  t o  ask  of  u s ,  
we'd be  happy t o  t r y  t o  answer them f o r  you. S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  
you have a s t a t e m e n t  which you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
r e c o r d ,  w e ' l l  g i ve  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make such a s t a t emen t .  

A. I have no q u e s t i o n s ,  and I do n o t  want t o  make a 
s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1503 h o u r s ,  19 January  
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LACKEY, C a r l  L. CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  l l t h  Brigade,  
Avia t ion  Detachment. 

1. DESCRIPTION OF TWO INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED I N  THE 
SON MY AREA. 

The wi tnes s  a long  wi th  another  p i l o t ,  CWALEVY, was 
i n  Vung TAU f o r  LOH t r a i n i n g  from 1 4  March u n t i l  28 March 
1968 (pgs. 2 ,  3 ) .  The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  
f o r  ~ r .  who w a s  i n  a s c o u t  a i r c r a f t ,  on a miss ion i n  HONDA, 
which they  covered a r i f l e  company (pgs. 2 ,  3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  (pg. 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  approached 
from t h e  sou th  looking f o r  a company t o  e s c o r t  back t o  LZ 
Upt ight  (pg. 3) . He r e c a l l e d  pas s ing  H i l l  85, and near  
coo rd ina t e s  720790 he saw a woman l y i n g  spread-eagled o f f  
of a t r a i l  wi th  h e r  stomach c u t  open (pg. 4 ) .  Tnere was an 
l l t h  Brigade pa t ch  b e s i d e  h e r  (pg. 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  c a l l e d  
M r .  HONDAI s a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  (pg. 4 )  . He was f l y i n g  1 0  t o  
20 f e e t  o f f  of  t h e  ground (pg. 5 ) .  A f t e r  HONDA teok  a 
closer look ,  they  went t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  where they joined up 
wi th  a company i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 728826 (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  ~ f t e r  
f l y i n g  cover  f o r  1 0  t o  15 minutes ,  they d e t e c t e d  some people  
running t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  company (pg. 6 ) .  Some of t h e  
people  jumped i n t o  h o l e s ,  i n t o  which t h e  s h i p s  dropped t e a r  
gas  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  HONDA found a man l y i n g  
i n  a d i t c h  25 t o  30 meters  from a t r a i l  (pgs.  6 ,  8 ) .  They 
n o t i f i e d  t h e  company o f  t h i s  and i n  f o u r  or  f i v e  minutes two 
o r  t h r e e  s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d ,  and one bayoneted t h e  man and then  
s h o t  t h e  man's head o f f  (pg. 7 ) .  The s o l d i e r  had t h e  bayonet  
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f i x e d  on h i s  weapon (pg. 8 ) .  The company then  moved on t o  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of LZ Uptight  and t h e  s h i p s  went back t o  the 
south  (pg. 7 ) .  On t h e i r  t r i p  back,  they saw s e v e r a l  
mi l i t a ry -age  males who evaded them (pg. 9 ) .  

2. REACTION TO THE SHOOTING. 

The wi tnes s  was d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese man should have been taken  a s  a 
p r i s o n e r  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
w i th  t h e  company (pg. 7 )  , al though they were i n  c o n t a c t  
wi th  t h e  u n i t  a t  all t i m e s  (pg. 9 ) .  The company commander 
spoke on t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  him, a l though HONDA "might have" (pg. 11). 
A f t e r  H O N D A ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  was desc r ibed  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  he 
d i d  n o t  remembethe d e t a i l s ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  wasWa l i t t l e  harsh  and s t r o n g "  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  knew RIDENHOUR, whom he  & s c r i b e d  a s  being 
" s t rong ly  op in iona ted"  and argumentat ive  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  RIDENHOUR' w a s  a f a i r l y  good doorgunner (pg. 13) . 
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( T h e  hear ing reconvened a t  1 0 1 6  hours ,  2 4  F e b r u a r y  
1 9 7 0 . )  

COL ARMSTRONG: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  c o m e  t o  order.  

RCDR: T h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons are p r e s e n t  : COL ARMSTRONG, 
LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP. 

!Be next w i t n e s s  i s  C h i e f  Warrant O f f i c e r  C a r l  L .  
LACKEY. 

(CW2 LACKEY w a s  ca l led  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  s w o r n ,  
and t e s t i f i ed  as f o l l o w s  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  n a m e ,  grade, Social S e c u r i t y  
number, branch 05 service, organiza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. My name is  C a r l  L .  LACKEY, CW2, , and, 
my du ty  s t a t i o n  i s  2 d  A r m o r e d  C a v a l r y ,  For t  M e a d e ,  M a r y l a n d .  

RCDR: Y o u  are i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  A r m y ?  

A. U n i t e d  States A r m y .  

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  LACKEY, have you read t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M - 5 7 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I have. 

Q D o  you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- D o  you have any ' ques t ions  about t h e m ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. M r .  LACKEY, w i l l  you explain t o  u s ,  please,  your 
duty  ass ignments  during your tour  of du ty  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
D i v i s i o n ,  w h e n  you joined the d iv i s i on  and w h e n  you departed 
the d iv i s ion ,  and the  u n i t s  you w e r e  assigned t o  w i t h i n  t he  
d iv i s ion?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I joined t h e  d i v i s i o n  when t h e  11th  
In fan t ry  Brigade en te red  country.  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  November 
o r  December 1967. On approximately 3 o r  4 J u l y  1968, I was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  B Company aero-
scouts .  During my t o u r  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade my d u t i e s  
were t o  f l y  some of t h e  command and c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  UH-1 and 
a few combat i n s e r t i o n s  and resupply.  Most of my f l y i n g  was 
i n  the  H-23. 

Q During t h e  per iod  o f  March t o  A p r i l ,  t hen ,  you 
were f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  br igade a v i a t i o n  detachment of t h e  l l t h  
Brigade? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Since l a s t  September o r  October, which was when 
t h e  news media broke the  s t o r i e s  about the My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  
have you t a l k e d  t o  o r  discussed with any former member of the  
America1 Divis ion who was with you a t  t h a t  t ime any of the  
i n c i d e n t s  and d e t a i l s  of t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have t a l k e d  with Chief Warrant 
O f f i c e r  LEVY who was with me a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W e  d i scussed  
whether w e  r e c a l l e d  see ing  anything o r  hea r ing  anything 
about this. 

Q Had e i t h e r  one of you f e l t  t h a t  you had discussed 
t h i s  o r  seen anything? 

A. No, sir. W e  h a d n ' t  seen o r  heard anything on it. 

Q - M r .  LACKEY, w i l l  you exp la in  t o  us where you were 
loca ted  during t h e  per iod  of  15 March u n t i l  about March 1968? 

A. =s, sir.  According t o  t h e  personal  copy of  my 
f l i g h t  record from t h e  1 4 t h  t o  t h e  1 6 t h )  I b e l i e v e  it i s ,  
t h e r e  was a  per iod of not  f l y i n g .  There 's  no e n t r y  and then 
f o r  a week t h e r e  is a per iod of  LOH-6A e n t r i e s  and then some 
more non-flying. I be l i eve  t h a t  w e  were a t  Vung Tau o r  en 
rou te  t o  Vung Tau f o r  LOH t r a i n i n g  o r  en  rou te  back. 

Q *  So r e a l l y  during t h e  per iod  of  t i m e  from about 
1 4 ,  15  March t o  2 7 ,  28 March you w e r e  absent  from the  brigade? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you know who e l s e  accompaniedyou on t h i s  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  M r .  LEVY accompanied m e .  

Q- I t  has  been r epo r t ed  t o  u s ,  M r .  LACKEY, t h a t  you
occas iona l ly  f lew wing o r  guardian s h i p  t o  M r .  HONDA when he  
was f l y i n g  s c o u t  d u t i e s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I n  h i s  t es t imony,  M r .  HONDA remembered a f l i g h t
i n  which h i s  b a s i c  duty  w a s  t o  f l y  cover  f o r  a r i f l e  company 
moving n o r t h  toward LZ Upt ight  from a p o s i t i o n  appa ren t ly  
which was j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  D i e m  Diem River .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  you s o  t h a t  you can t e s t i f y  f u r t h e r .  

(COL ARMSTRONG o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  E x h i b i t  
MAP-1. ) 

Now t h a t  you are o r i e n t e d  on t h i s  map, can you 
r e c a l l  a f l i g h t  t h a t  you had when you were f l y i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  
f o r  M r .  HONDA when he w a s  i n  t h e  lower- level  s c o u t  a i r c r a f t ,  
dur ing  which he saw a corpse  of a female appa ren t ly  sp read  
ou t  w i th  an 1 1 t h  Brigade pa tch  d i sp l ayed  on h e r  body. He 
c i r c l e d  t h e  body once and then cont inued  on no r th .  I t  i s  our  
unders tanding t h a t  you were on t h e  way a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  perform 
your cover  miss ion  f o r  t h a t  r i f l e  company. During t h e  miss ion 
of cover ing t h e  r i f l e  company, an i n c i d e n t  occur red  wi th  a VC 
suspec t  t h a t  M r .  HONDA had cornered  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  r i c e  paddy. 
The VC w a s  subsequent ly  " taken  c a r e  o f "  by t h e  r i f l e  company. 
Then on t h e  r e t u r n  f l i g h t  M r .  HONDA r e p o r t s  t h a t  he  s p o t t e d  f i v e  
o r  s i x  mi l i t a ry-age  males aga in  j u s t  sou th  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  
who he chased i n t o  a bunker and because of  a s h o r t a g e  of  f u e l  
had t o  cont inue  on back t o  Duc Pho wi thou t  t a k i n g  necessary  
a c t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  them. I f  you can r e c a l l  this f l i g h t ,  
would you e x p l a i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  of any one of  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
you s a w  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  corpse  t h a t  w a s  spread-eagled 
somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  sou th  of  P i n k v i l l e ,  o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  occur red  about t h e  co rne r ing  of  a  VC s u s p e c t  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddy, and any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s  t h a t  you can remember 
t h a t  would b r i n g  t h i s  f l i g h t  back t o  your  mind? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember we came up from t h e  south 
and we were looking f o r  t h i s  company t h a t  we were supposed t o  
e s c o r t  back i n t o  Uptight.  On one sweep we went by t h i s  v i l -
l age  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Could you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h e  map, do 
you th ink?  

A. I might be a b l e  t o ,  sir.  I ' m  n o t  too  s u r e .  

Q Take your time. 

A. I remember c ross ing  t h i s  road &out  here .  

Q T h a t ' s  521. 

A. &st s i r ,  and following a t r a i l  back up t h i s  way. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  about where it was now. I remember going by t h i s  
h i l l  r i g h t  he re .  

Q- H i l l  85? 

A. Yes, sir. I t  was along here  somewhere i n  t h i s  
a rea .  

Q Ind ica te  t h a t  M r .  LACKEY is  i n d i c a t i n g  an 
a r e a  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of coordina tes  720790. 

A. I saw a woman l y i n g  o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  She was on 
h e r  back, no t  necessa r i ly  spread-eagled, b u t  she was l y i n g  
on h e r  back and she had h e r  stomach c u t  open. There was an 
1 1 t h  Brigade patch l y i n g  bes ide  h e r .  I c a l l e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of  M r .  HONDA. 

Q Ybu s p o t t e d  t h e  corpse f i r s t ?  

A. Apparently so.  

Q You were f l y i n g  a t  what l e v e l ,  would you judge? 

A. Unless w e  were i n  con tac t  o r  encountered a t a r g e t ,  
we never flew high and low, w e  j u s t  k ind  of flew around each 
o t h e r  u n t i l  w e  go t  something. Then one man would i n v e s t i g a t e  
o r  a t t a c k  o r  whatever, and t h e  o t h e r  man would go high t o  
cover him. 
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Q A t  what a l t i t u d e  do you th ink  you w e r e  f l y i n g  i n  
t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was about 10 t o  20 f e e t .  

Q. You were about 10 t o  20 f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Could you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us j u s t  how f a r  o f f  t h e  
t r a i l  t h e  corpse was? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  She was l a y i n g  about 4 o r  5 f e e t  o f f  
t he  t r a i l .  J u s t  r i g h t  on t h e  t r a i l ,  s i r .  

Q. Did HONDA g e t  a chance t o  s p o t  t h i s  corpse ,  t oo?  

A. I th ink  he d i d .  Yes, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any gyra t ions  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  Did 
you circle o r  d i d  he c i r c l e  o r  what? 

A. Yes, sir.  I made a  pass  over  h e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  
he came down t o  look a t  h e r ,  I ' m  no t  su re  about it. 

Q And then  what? 

A. Then w e  went on t o  t h e  no r th  and e a s t  and joined 
up wi th  t h e  company and we followed them along f o r  a l i t t l e  
while .  

9. Do you r e c a l l  where you picked up t h e  company? 
Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  map? 

A. A s  I remember, it might have been t h i s  bend i n  t h e  
r i v e r  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I t  was p r e t t y  shal low r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  s p o t s ,  and t h e r e  was a b r idge  a c r o s s  t h e r e .  I t  was 
r i g h t  next  t o  a rise i n  t h e  ground where t h e  r i v e r  curves ,  
and I th ink  they  were back up i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  O r  poss ib ly  
down i n  h e r e  somewhere. Then t h e  t r a i l  p a r t e d .  Then t h e r e  w a s  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  and w e  wai ted  t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r idge  f o r  them t o  
c r o s s .  
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Q You picked up t h i s  company i n  about t h e  v i c i n i t y
of .728826? 

A.  I t  was approximately t h e r e ,  maybe a l i t t l e  south  
of t h e r e ,  sir.  W e  flew cover f o r  them f o r  about ,  I would 
guess ,  1 0  o r  15 minutes. Then we de tec ted  some people run-
ning t o  t h e  f r o n t  and s e v e r a l  people jumped i n t o  some fox-
ho les  and disappeared. 

Q IB you t h i n k  you can pick t h a t  ou t  on t h e  map? 

A. It  was approximately i n  t h e  same a rea .  Y e s ,  s ir .  
I t  was approximately i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  he re .  

Q Do you remember t h e  company a c t u a l l y  going i n t o  
t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  broke o f f  r i g h t  about i n  he re ,  s i r ,  and as f a r  
as  ,Ican remember t h e i r  mission was t o  go back i n t o  Uptight.  

Q. M r .  LACKEY has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mission o f  
t h e  company as  he understood i t  was t o  march from t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  t h e  D i e m  Diem River t o  Uptight ,  t h a t  they picked them up a 
k i lometer  o r  two nor th  of t h e  Diem D i e m  River and gave them 
cover u n t i l  they were wi th in  a k i lometer  of Uptight.  L e t  t h e  
record r e f l e c t  t h a t  the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  M r .  .LACKEY descr ibed ,  
where he f i r s t  stopped t h e  VC suspec t s ,  is  loca ted  a t  coordi-
na tes  728828. 

A .  S i r ,  we saw the  people jump i n t o  some h o l e s ,  and 
we t r i e d  t o  f l u s h  them o u t  by dropping some t e a r  gas down i n  
t h e  holes  and then  j u s t  hovering around t h e r e  o r  f l y i n g  very 
c l o s e ' u n t i l  they came o u t ,  bu t  no one came o u t .  One man jumped 
up temporarily and then  hack down again when he saw us ,  because 
when he saw us ,  he disappeared. J u s t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  hap-
pened, wi th in  a per iod  of 2 o r  3 minutes ,  I b e l i e v e ,  M r .  HONDA 
found a man l ay ing  i n  a d i t c h .  We d i d n ' t  know whether he was 
dead o r  not .  He was ly ing  very s t i l l ,  s o  I went down and hov-
e r e d  r i g h t  next  t o  him. W e  tossed  a t e a r  gas  grenade down 
t h e r e  t o  see i f  he was going t o  move o r  n o t  and he moved h i s  
head. He turned h i s  head over  b u t  otherwise l a i d  very s t i l l  
l i k e  he was playing dead o r  h u r t .  We then  c a l l e d  the  company 
and t o l d  them t h a t  we had a suspec t  over h e r e  t h a t  we were 
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covering,  and they s e n t  someone up t h e r e .  I t  took a l i t t l e  
b i t  of t ime,  maybe 4 o r  5 minutes f o r  the  people t o  g e t  up 
the re .  Then we d i r e c t e d  them i n  t o  where the  person was, 
and t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  came up t o  where t h e  person was ly ing  
bayoneted t h e  guy and then  s h o t  h i s  head o f f .  

Q =  Then what happened? 

A. The company continued t o  move on ou t  and go on up 
t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Uptight t h e r e ,  and w e  r e tu rned  back t o  t h e  
south. 
Q* Le t  me ask you, what was t h e  r e a c t i o n  of  yourse l f  
and M r .  HONDA t o  t h i s  k i l l i n g  o f '  t h e  VC suspect?  

A. S i r ,  I was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i s tu rbed  about i t ,  and 
M r .  HONDA was, too .  I was r i g h t  mad because I f igured  they 
should have taken the  guy p r i soner  a t  l e a s t .  

Q. What d id  M r .  HONDA do  about t h i s ,  and what d i d  
you do about i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was some t a l k  on t h e  r ad io .  I 
s a i d  t h a t  they s h o t  the  guy, and I b e l i e v e  M r .  HONDA s a i d  
something. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h i s .  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  company? 

A. W e  were i n  c o n t a c t  with the company, yes.  

Q. What d i d  you say about t h i s ?  Did you d i scuss  
t h i s  with t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Did M r .  HONDA d i scuss  i t  wi th  t h e  company? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. How many s o l d i e r s  went ou t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  
man l y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  from t h e  column? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  I saw two o r  t h r e e ,  sir.  
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Q .  IIow Far o f f  t h e  trail was t h i s  man h i d i n q  i n  the 
d i t c h ,  would you q u e s s ?  

A. I t  was about 2 5  t o  30 meters .  

Q Was he h i d i n g  i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  was he  h i d i n g  behind 
t h e  d i k e  of a r i c e  paddy? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was i n  a d i t c h ,  s ir .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  anyth ing  p e c u l i a r  i n  t h e  way t h e  
company o r  t h e  men were armed? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  unusual  about them, s i r .  

Q You mentioned t h a t  t h e  man went up t o  t h e  VC sus -
p e c t  and jabbed him a couple of t i m e s  w i th  a bayonet? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Where w a s  t h a t  bayonet  l oca t ed?  

A. I t  w a s  on t h e  weapon, s ir .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, h e  had a bayonet  f i x e d  on h i s  
weapon? 

A. Yes, sir. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, I never  saw him 
p u t  it on t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  bayonet  on t h e  r i f l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q NOW, t h e  o t h e r  men t h a t  came o u t  a l s o ,  w i th  t h i s  
man, d i d  t hey  have bayonets  f i x e d  on t h e i r  r i f l e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember n o t i c i n g  t h e i r  weapons, s i r .  I 
couldn ' t say  . 
Q. I n  f l y i n g  ac ros s  t h e  column and around t h e  company,
d i d  you n o t i c e  whether most of t h e  men had t h e i r  bayonets  f i xed  
o r  j u s t  some of them? 

A. I never  n o t i c e d  t h e i r  weapons t h a t  c l o s e ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  your  conve r sa t ion  wi th  
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M r .  HONDA? S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  any words o r  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  what was s a i d  
a t  a l l .  

Q- Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can f i x  t h e  time t h a t  
this  f l i g h t  was taken? Was t h i s  f l i g h t  taken,  do you r e c a l l ,  
be fo re  you went t o  t ake  your LOH t r a i n i n g  o r  a f te rwards?  Is 
there anything t h a t  can f i x  t h i s  i n  your mind? 

A. , sir. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was before  
o r  af terwards? 

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  about t h e  f l i g h t  t h a t  you
r e c a l l ?  

A. A s  we went back sou th ,  w e  d i d  pick up some m i l i -
t a r y  males. They were running very hard  when w e  f i r s t  saw 
them, and I be l i eve  I saw them drop some t h i n g s ,  b u t  never 
could a c t u a l l y  g e t  down and i n v e s t i g a t e  them r e a l  c l o s e .  
They ran  i n t o  a v i l l a g e .  Some of  them ducked i n t o  some bun-
k e r s ,  and some of them came up under some t r e e s  and some 
brush and disappeared. I caught one t h a t  stopped f o r  a min-
ute .  H e  threw up h i s  arms and opened t h i s  s h i r t  and walked 
along and then  he s t a r t e d  running r e a l  hard again j u s t  a s  
soon a s  he saw t h a t  I wasn ' t  going t o  do anything,  and he 
completely disappeared. I b e l i e v e  we were p r e t t y  low on f u e l  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  and we c o u l d n ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e  any more. We had 
t o  go back. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was seven of  them. 

LTC BRANDT: J u s t  one ques t ion .  Going back t o  t h e  man i n  t h e  
d i t c h .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what was s a i d  o r  who s a i d  it, but  you 
do r e c a l l  t h a t  you were i n  communication o r  t h a t  your p a r t n e r  
was i n  cormnunication with t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. We were i n  communication. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a s  f a r  a s  the  bayoneting was 
concerned? 

A. W were i n  communication with t h e  company a l l  t h e  
time during the day, a f t e r  we  had i n i t i a l l y  found them, and 
we  were t a l k i n g  t o  them a l l  the  time. 
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Q You say you were q u i t e  d i s tu rbed  about t h i s  i n c i -
den t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. We t r i e d  t o  capture  t h e  guy,  and then 
t h i s  t h i n g  happened. 

Q Were you low man a t  the  time of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q 'Ihen apparent ly your p a r t n e r  was f l y i n g  cover f o r  
you. Is t h a t  about t h e  way i t  was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Ebw long would you say you maintained c l o s e  sur-
v e i l l a n c e  of  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  hovering over  him? 

A .  We hovered over  him approximately 3 t o  5 minutes,  
sir. 

Q 3 t o  5 minutes before  anybody c a m ?  

A. It seemed l i k e  a  long t ime,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
say how long it was. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what your conversa t ion  was wi th  
t h e  company a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  po in t  of t ime? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. I remember t h a t  t h e  company commander d i d  come on 
t h e  r a d i o  a couple t imes ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I t a lked  t o  him. 

You say t h a t  you were q u i t e  d i s tu rbed  about t h i s ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you f e e l  t h a t  you expressed t h i s  t o  the  company 
commander? 
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d .  

Q - Do you t h i n k  your p a r t n e r  d i d ?  

A. H e  might have,  s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you r e c a l l  whether you were on t h e  company 
command n e t  when you checked i n  wi th  t h e s e  people?  

A. We w e r e  on ,an a i r -ground n e t .  I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e  
on t h e i r  company n e t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You checked r i g h t  i n t o  t h e i r  PRC-25's, t h e  com-
pany-platoon n e t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Would t h i s  be t h e  normal way you 'd  do t h i s  when 
you' re o p e r a t i n g  wi th  a company? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q M r .  HONDA i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had q u i t e  a conversa-
t i o n  wi th  t h e  company commander, something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  l i k e ,  
"Here w e  come o u t  h e r e  and we expose ou r se lves  and w e  s i t  
around and p u t  o u r  equipment and o u r  crews o u t  he re  t o  co rne r  
t h i s  guy, and t h e n  you guys come up and shoot  him. We're t r y -
i n g  t o  g e t  you p r i s o n e r s  because t h a t ' s  what w e  t h i n k  you want ,  
and I want t o  know why t h e  h e l l  you come o u t  h e r e  and murdered 
t h i s  guy?" Then back over  t h e  n e t  comes t h e  c a l l  from t h e  
company commander t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  s ay ing ,  "What happened 
up t h e r e ? "  The p l a toon  l e a d e r  appa ren t ly  h e l d  down h i s  t r a n s -
mitter key on h i s  r a d i o  and tu rned  and s a i d ,  "What d i d  you do 
ou t  t h e r e ? "  And they  could h e a r  t h e  r i f l eman ,  h e  was appa ren t ly  
t a l k i n g ,  t o  s a y ,  "Ah-ah-ah-ah-. " Then t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  s a i d ,  
"You mean h e  w a s  a V i e t  Cong? H e  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket?"  
And t h e  r i f l e m a n ' s  vo ice  comes i n  loud and clear,  "Yeah, t h a t  's 
it. He had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket!  H e  was a V i e t  Cong ." 
They c a l l e d  back up t h e  c h a i n ,  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  d i d ,  and s a i d  
t o  t h e  company commander, "He was a V i e t  Cong. H e  had a gren-
ade i n  h i s  pocket!" T h a t ' s  when HONDA s a i d  something t o  them, 
"It w i l l  be  a c o l d  day i n  h e l l , "  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  "be-
f o r e  I e v e r  f l y  f o r  you aga in!"  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A. , sir .  I d o n ' t  remember what was s a i d  a t  t h a t  
t ime . 
LTC BRANDT: Would you say t h a t  an exchange o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  
had poss ib ly  occurred? 

A .  It might have occurred,  sir ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
a l l  t h a t  went on a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l s  and a l l  t h a t .  

COL ARMSTRONG : You don 't r e c a l l  overhearing anything l i k e  
t h i s  on the r a d i o ,  such as  t h e  communication between t h e  
p la toon l eader  and the  company commander, o r  could you 
monitor those t ransmiss ions?  

A .  Yes, sir.  W e  were monitoring a l l  t h a t .  I do 
b e l i e v e  they t a l k e d  toge the r ,  and I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  HONDA 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember what 
they were saying. 

LTC BRANDT: W e l l ,  would you remember i f  i t  was a r e l a t i v e l y  
hea ted  d iscuss ion?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q 'Ihey weren' t j u s t  exchanging p l e a s a n t r i e s ,  a s  f a r  
a s  t h i s  was concerned. There was a ve rba l  b a t t l e  going on 
back and f o r t h .  

A. It wasn ' t  r e a l l y  hea ted  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  sir.  I t  
was a l i t t l e  harsh  and s t r o n g .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Would you say t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  conversat ion 
t h a t  I descr ibed t o  you might desc r ibe  what a c t u a l l y  went on 
from your view p o i n t ?  O r  d o n ' t  you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. That might have been it, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  
s u r e ,  s i r ,  because I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember what they both  s a i d .  

LTC BRANDT: You a r e  unable t o  f i x  t h i s  i n  your mind now, as  
f a r  a s  a t ime per iod  i s  concerned? 

A. No, sir. I remember i t  a c t u a l l y  happened, bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember which day it was, sir .  
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COL ARMSTRONG: You remember t h a t  HONDA was p i l o t i n g  t h e  
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

LTC BRANDT: Did he work with you p r i o r  t o  15 March, a s  wel l  
as  a f t e r  you came back from your t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  d id .  We flew toge the r  q u i t e  a b i t  
i n  t h e  H-23, s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you know one of h i s  gunners,  RIDENHOUR? 

A .  Yes, sir.  I d id .  

Q. What was your opinion of  RIDENHOUR? 

A. Well, s i r ,  he was r a t h e r  s t rong ly  opinionated,  
and he  d i d n ' t  j u s t  go along w i t h  everything.  H e  d i d  s o r t  of  
d i s s e n t  on a few th ings  , you know. He would argue about it 
i f  you t o l d  him t o  do something. H e  would t r y  t o  s e e  why you 
t o l d  him t o  do t h a t ,  and i f  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was r i g h t ,  he 
might s t a r t  arguing as  t o  why he should n o t  do it. 

Q Was he an e f f i c i e n t  gunner? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I would say t h a t  he was a f a i r l y  good 
qunner. 

Q. W e l l ,  M r .  LACKEY, thank you f o r  coming i n .  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  not  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  with 
anybody else, p a r t i c u l a r l y  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who might appear 
before  t h i s  inqu i ry .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  know t h a t  w e  have seen 
up t o  350 wi tnesses ,  and we know p r e t t y  w e l l  what went on. 
I ' m  j u s t  po in t ing  t h i s  o u t  t o  you i n  t h e  form of  d iscuss ion .  
It is  no t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  it is  
something t h a t  w e  have a l s o  been ordered t o  check i n t o ,  s o  
every l i t t l e  b i t  is important.  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  you won't 
have people come t o  t r y  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  with you, because you 
may. For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  may be some C I D  ind iv idua l s  who w i l l  
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come and wish t o  t a k e  a s ta tement  from you and d i scuss  t h i s  
with you. The f a c t  t h a t  you have been cautioned n o t  t o  d is -
cuss t h i s  with anybody does n o t  mean t h a t  you may no t  d i scuss  
it with any o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  o r  i n d i v i -
duals .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  I po in t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be j u d i c i a l ,  
admin i s t r a t ive ,  ox even l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies working on this 
th ing ,  s o  you may be asked t o  t e s t i f y  s e v e r a l  more t i m e s .  I n  
t h e  case of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod ies ,  I am speaking s p e c i f i c a l l y  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcormnittee of t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee. In  t h a t  r e s p e c t  I understand t h a t  you a r e  t o  ap-
pear  before  them t h i s  a f te rnoon,  s o  anything t h a t  you have 
s a i d  here w i l l  i n  no way keep you from t e s t i f y i n g  f u l l y  before 
t h a t  subcommittee. We apprec ia te ,  vour coming. A t  t h i s  time 
we give every witness  t h e  opportuni ty t o  ask any ques t ions  
t h a t  he might have o r  t o  make a s ta tement  f o r  t h e  record 
i f  they wish. I g ive  you t h i s  opportuni ty now. 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I have any ques t ions  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  ask.  

Q Would you l i k e  t o  make any s ta tment  f o r  the  
record? 

No, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: A l l  r i g h t .  The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  
time. 

(The hearing recessed  a t  1050 hours ,  24 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LIPSCOMB, Andy A. BG-Ret  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 15 MARCH 1968: Brigade Commander, l l t h  
L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

a. Troops. 

B r i g a d i e r  General  LIPSCOMB (Ret)  took command o f  t h e  
l l t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade from Colonel  HENDERSON on 
21 March 1967. H e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam wi th  t h e  advance p a r t y  
on 4 December 1967. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  o f  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade were w e l l - t r a i n e d  f o r  t h e i r  miss ion (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  32,331. 
He f e l t  t h a t  t hey  had above average d i s c i p l i n e  (pg. 32 ) . The 
wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  t roops  r ece ived  a l l  o f  t h e  mandatory 
t r a i n i n g  s u b j e c t s  (pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  However, they  depa r t ed  f o r  
Vietnam 700 men s h o r t  i n  i n f a n t r y ,  armor, and eng inee r ing  
MOS s (pg. 6)  . LIPSCOMB agreed t h a t  t hey  depa r t ed  t h r e e  
months ahead o f  schedule  which n e c e s s i t a t e d  a condensat ion 
of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  progxam. They were a lso fo rced  t o  t a k e  t roops  
as  replacements  t h a t  d i d  n o t  t r a i n  w i th  t h e  b r i g a d e  (pg. 6). 
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had s t r e s s e d  t h e  impropr ie ty  o f  
exces s ive  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i repower  and t h a t  he  was more 
concerned over gunships  t han  o t h e r  e lements .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  occu r r ing  from h i s  t r o o p s  reconning by 
f i r e  wh i l e  advancing (pg. 27) . 

b.  Commanders. 

LIPSCOMB t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  c o n t i n u a l l y  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  

(LIPSCOMB) 1 SUM APP T-213 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




CONFIDENTIAL 


SUM APP T-213 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  LIPSCOMB d i d  n o t  cons ide r  a sho r t age  of r e g u l a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a problem, nor  was it eve r  c a l l e d  t o  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  a s  a problem (pg. 8)  . 

b.  The b r igade  r ece ived  a requirement  a f t e r  Tet t o  he lp  
t h e  ARVN around Quang Ngai. Colonel TOAN and Lieu tenant  
Colonel  K H I E N  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e i r  presence.  
They- made a heavy c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Quang Ngai 
on 7 February 1968 (pg. 15)  . 

c .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  
t o  count  as VC K I A  anyone k i l l e d  i n  p repa ra to ry  f i r e s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a f r e e  f i r e  zone. LIPSCOMB cons idered  
My Lai  ( 4 )  a f r e e  f i r e  zone (pg. 1 8 ) .  

d. He never  heard t h a t  any of  h i s  men had engaged i n  
rape  o r  o the rwi se  moles ted  women wh i l e  i n  Vietnam. The 
br igade  s t a f f  w a s  completely unaware o f  any problem o r  a 
l ack  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  (pgs. 27, 28) . 

e. LIPSCOMB d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  h i s  commanders t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a problem i n  "c los ing  w i t h  t h e  enemy" and fo l lowing  
through wi th  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

-

D- 7 

D- 1 5  

D - 1 6  

M- 2 

M- 3 

M- 4 

M-53 

M-54 

M-55 

EXHIBITS----..-

DESCRIPTION 
MACV ire-e 525-3, 
1 4  Oct 66, Combat Ops.. 
Combat O ~ S .  Rules o f  
Engaqement, 1 1 t h  Bde, 
30 J a n  68 

FRAGORD: 3-68, 2 2  J an  
68 -

ADMINO 1-68, l l t h  Bde, 
26-Feb 68 

MACV c a r d  "Nine Rules" 

MACV ca rd  " ' T h e x y  
I n  Your Hands I t-.--- -----

MACV ca rd  "Guide f o r  
Commanders " 

P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  Over- 
s e a s  Movement, 11 th  Bde 
1 Nov 67 

Phase Schedule o i  
11 th  Brigade 

Tra in ing  Memorandum 
350-2 

NOTES 
W i t  was f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h e  c o n t e n t s .  
W i t  o r d e r e d  t h i s  
r e g u l a t i o n  pre -  
pared.  

-
Entered i n t o  
evidence;  w i t  
recognized t h e  
document. -
Entered i n t o  
evidence.  W i t  
remembered t h e  
document. 
W i t  w a s  almost  
c e r t a i n  it was 
~ s s u e d .  . 

W i t  X a S a I m o st 
c e r t a i n  it was 
1ssued.--

W l t  was almost  
c e r t a i n  it w a s  
lssueci. 

Entered l n t o  
evidence.  Witness 
recognized. 

Entered i n t o  
evidence.  Witness 
recognized.  

Entered i n t o  
evidence.  Witness 
recognlzed.  

-

PAGES 

19 

19,20 

-

1 0  

-
1 0  

-

718 

718 

718 

3 

3 

3 
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EXHIBITS-

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

E x t r a c t s ,  1 1 t h  Bde W i t  r e ce ived  s i m i l a b  
1 SOP documents from u n i t ;  

i n  RVN used asguide  
f o r  p repar inq  t h i s  
SOP. He b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  M-56 w a s  pre-
pared by h i s  S3 
s e c t i o n -  i n  
b e f o r e  
RVN. It  w a s  t o  be  I 
u t i l i z e d  a s  guidancb 
f o r  t h e  commanders 
i n  t h e  br igade .  1 1 , 1 2 ,  

1 13 
)unda ted  Fac t  Shee t  Entered i n t o  

R- 18 c h i e f l y  r ega rd ing  evidence.  Does not  
t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii. b e l i e v e  t h i s  

document w a s  pre-
pared  b y T h q s  . 

4 

(LIPSCOMB) 6 SUM APP T-213 . 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1150 hours ,  2 3  January 
1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ L Y N N .  

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  B r i g a d i e r  General  Andy A. 
LIPSCOMB. 

(BG LIPSCOMB was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  cou ld  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
occupat ion and r e s idence?  

A. Andy Archer LIPSCOMB, B r i g a d i e r  General ,  U.S. Army, 
R e t i r e d .  I am now a s t o c k  broker  f o r  Merrill-Lynch i n  F o r t  
Lauderdale ,  F l o r i d a .  

I0: General  LIPSCOMB, w e  ' ve been going i n t o  d e t a i l  
wi th  ou r  w i t n e s s e s  he re  a s  f a r  as t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  
concerned. I n  your  i n t e r e s t ,  r a t h e r  t han  r ead  t h e s e  t o  
you, I ' d  ask you t o  read  t h e s e  and ask i f  you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  concerning them. 

A. (Witness r eads  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  ) I unders tand.  

Q. Besides  myself ,  he re  on my l e f t  I have M r .  Robert 
MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  vo lun tee red  h i s  ser-
v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l .  H e  may add res s  
ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning a s  w e l l .  On my r i g h t  I have 
Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  
of t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  W e  
have n o t  made it a  p r a c t i c e  of  having j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  pre-  
s e n t  i n  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s .  I would g i v e  you your choice  
t h i s  morning o f  having Colonel  ARMSTRONG h e r e ,  n o t  t o  ask 
q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t o  be p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  l a t e r  r e -
viewing t h e  tes t imony.  

A. I ' m  happy t o  have him. 

Q. You should know t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
group we have o t h e r  groups who a r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  tes t imony from 
o t h e r  w i tnes ses .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, i t  w i l l  be 
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up t o  m e  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weigh the ev idence ,  and 
t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. I t h i n k  i n  
your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you have been t o l d  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony  h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s  e x c e p t  a s  you may 
be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a  competent j u d i c i a l ,  admin i s t r a -
t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

To my knowledge, you have n o t  appeared  b e f o r e  any 
of  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committees.  

A. I have n o t .  

Q. I w i l l  i n d i c a t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  term l e g i s l a t i v e  
would app ly  t o  any o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committees.  Spe-
c i f i c a l l y ,  you may conce ivab l e  be  c a l l e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, 
i n  which i n s t a n c e  any o f  your  t es t imony  h e r e  would n o t  
p r ec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  body o r  o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s .  

I want t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  you have n o t  been c i t e d  
o r  c au t i oned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t -  
m a r t i a l  case o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  

A. No. No one h a s  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  m e .  

Q- The l i k e l i h o o d  o f  you b e i n g  s o  c i t e d  i s  remote,  
b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  you a r e  s o  c i t e d ,  your  t es t imony  h e r e ,  
your  appearance  h e r e ,  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  
e f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h a t  judge 
o r  any of  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  judges which may be  connected 
w i t h  g e n e r a l  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  c a s e s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- General  LIPSCOMB, would you e x p l a i n  you r  du ty  
ass ignment  w i t h  t h e  l l t h  Br igade? When you j o ined  it and 
when you depa r t ed?  

A. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I took command of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade a t  
S c h o f i e l d  Ba r r acks ,  H a w a i i ,  on 2 1  March 1967. I t r a i n e d  
them i n  Hawaii. I was g iven  a t r i p  i n  June of  1967 ove r  
t o  Vietnam, an  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o u r ,  because  i t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I was go ing  t o  t a k e  t h e  b r igade  
t o  Vietnam l a t e r  on. W e  d i d n '  t know e x a c t l y  when. Anyway, 
I f i n a l l y  moved t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  Vietnam. The advance p a r t y  
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l e f t  2 8  November 1967 and t h e  main body l e f t  about 3 Decem-
b e r  1967. I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 4 December 1967 wi th  
t h e  advance p a r t y .  I commanded t h e  b r igade  a s  a p a r t  of  
the  America1 Div i s ion  u n t i l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
I l e f t  on 15 March 1968. I g o t  back t o  Hawaii 15 March 
1968; I know t h a t ,  on a Fr iday .  I checked t h i s  o u t  w i th  
my wi fe .  Coming back a c r o s s  t h e  d a t e  l i n e  you g a i n  a day. 
So I b e l i e v e  I l e f t  t h e  command on 15 March. That  i s ,  
as  f a r  a s  d a t e s  a r e  concerned,  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  t h i n g .  

P 

Q - General  LIPSCOMB, you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
movement of  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  South Vietnam. You a l s o  had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you v i s i t e d  South Vietnam. Did you have 
ano the r  group t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam f o r  t h e  purpose o f  
p i ck ing  up documents f o r  t r a i n i n g  purposes  and s o  on? 

A. Yes, I d id .  I c a n ' t  g ive  you t h e  d a t e s  on t h a t ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  group t h a t  went ove r  and g o t  some i n -
formation.  Another t h i n g  t h a t  might shed some l i g h t  on 
t h e  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  a good number of  t h e  people  i n  t h e  b r i -
gade had a l r e a d y  done a t o u r  i n  Vietnam and were f a m i l i a r  
wi th  Vietnam o p e r a t i o n s .  Q u i t e  a few o f f i c e r s  and a good 
number of noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  were going back on t h e i r  
second t o u r .  

Q W e l l ,  we a r e  very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
your b r igade  r e c e i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ove r seas  movement. We're 
a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t h e  b r igade  r ece ived  
on a r r i v a l  i n  count ry .  I have he re  some documents which 
I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  These are a l l  from 
t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  The f i r s t  document i s ,  sub jec t . ,  
"P repa ra t ion  f o r  Overseas Movement, (POM)," d a t e d  1 November 
1967. The n e x t  document i s  d a t e d  7 December 1967, s u b j e c t ,  
"Phase Schedule o f  l l t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade."  The t h i r d  
document i s  undated,  s u b j e c t  , "Tra in ing  Memorandum, 350-2, 
Education and Tra in ing . "  1 ' d  l i k e  t o  have a l l  t h e s e  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as e x h i b i t s .  

RCDR : The POM w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and marked 
a s  E x h i b i t  M-53. The phase schedule  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
d a t e d  December 1967 w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked 
a s  E x h i b i t  M-54. The t r a i n i n g  memo 350-2 w i l l  be e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-55. 

10: General  LIPSCOMB, I show t h e s e  documents t o  you 
and ask i f  you recognize  them? 

A. Y e s .  These a r e  my i n i t i a l s  on he re .  I recognize  
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them. BARKER s igned  them. H e  w a s  t h e  S3  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
Yes, sir .  

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  document which I would l i k e  
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record .  This  i s  an undated f a c t  s h e e t  
o r  r e p o r t ,  s u b j e c t ,  "Operat ions-Training."  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have t h i s  e n t e r e d  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : T h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  a s  an e x h i b i t  and 
marked a s  E x h i b i t  R-18. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  seen it. I t  seems t o  me  t h a t  
t h i s  was w r i t t e n  by a h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  about t h e  b r igade .  
I d o n ' t  see any heading on it. Was it w r i t t e n  by t h e  G3 of  
U. S. Army P a c i f i c  o r  USARHAW? 

Q - I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was prepared  i n  my headqua r t e r s ,  
b u t  wha t ' s  i n  h e r e  i s  t r u e  a s  f a r  a s  I a m  concerned. This  
g ives  an o u t l i n e  of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of  t h e  b r igade .  

Q What w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h e  t r a i g i n g  of t h e  
b r igade  i n  some primary s u b j e c t s .  We're i n t e r e s t e d  t o  
what depth  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  Geneva Convention, Rules of 
Land Warfare,  t h e  hand l ing  and t r ea tmen t  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  
handl ing  o f  POWs and t h a t  k ind  of i n s t r u c t i o n  was handled 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  b r igade  personne l .  

A. I would say  t h a t  i n  a normal t r a i n i n g  program f o r  
a u n i t  of  t h i s  t ype  t o  be moved ove r seas  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
p r e s c r i b e d  hours  i n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  man-
d a t o r y  and t h a t  a l l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  g e t .  I would say  t h a t  a l l  
o f  our  t r o o p s  c e r t a i n l y  g o t  t h a t  mandatory t r a i n i n g  i n  t h o s e  
s u b j e c t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I would s a y ,  i n  view o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  w e  had t h e s e  Vietnam v e t e r a n s ,  people  who had been over  
t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  of  them went back wi th  
us .  For example, one prime example was Major CARPENTER, 
B i l l  CARPENTER, who had been h i g h l y  deco ra t ed  i n  e a r l y  t i m e s .  
H e  w a s  my t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  b r igade  i n  Hawaii. We 
used him t o  g i v e  us a l o t  of Vietnam knowhow. He'd been 
ove r  t h e r e  b e f o r e .  To g e t  back t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  though, i n  
view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  had t h i s  Vietnam e x p e r t i s e ,  s o  t o  
speak,  I would say  t h a t  w e  g o t  e x t r a  t r a i n i n g ,  it would be 
an a d d i t i o n .  I f  w e  were t a k i n g  a s u b j e c t ,  t h i s  would come 
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up t o  a s  how t o  handle ,  how t o  t r e a t  v i l l a g e r s .  How t o  han- 
d l e  s ea rch ing  o f  hamlets  was b a s i c .  I would add one t h i n g  
f u r t h e r .  When w e  f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e ,  i n  some of  ou r  e a r l i e r  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  it became apparen t  t o  me, and I d i scussed  it wi th  
t h e  s t a f f  and my commanders, t h a t  i f  we w e r e n ' t  c a r e f u l ,  w e  
had s o  much f i repower  a t  ou r  d i s p o s a l  t h a t  we could  perhaps  
overuse  it. That  because we were going t o  make a combat 
a s s a u l t  on a hamlet  o r  a v i l l a g e ,  i t  w a s n ' t  necessary  always 
t o  p repa re  t h a t  v i l l a g e  wi th  f i r e  i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a r e a l  
reason ,  a s t r o n g  r ea son ,  f o r  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e s  i n  areas 
w e  knew c i v i l i a n s  were. We would n o t  do t h a t .  My t h i n k i n g  
was, and w a s  agreed  upon by my s t a f f  and commanders, t h a t  i f  
we were going t o  win t h e  w a r ,  w e  had t o  win t h e  people .  
When we w e r e n ' t  c a r e f u l  i n  ou r  use of  f i repower  w e  were 
going t o  t u r n  people  t h a t  might n o t  be a g a i n s t  u s ,  a g a i n s t  
us.  So I would answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  s ay ing  w e  w e r e  ex-
t remely consc ious  about n o t  overus ing  o u r  f i repower ,  n o t  
be ing  r u t h l e s s  and n e e d l e s s l y  agg res s ive .  That  would be my 
answer t o  t h a t .  

Q. Well,  t a k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t  of  t r a i n i n g  o f  
your b r igade  now. Do you cons ide r  t hey  were, by t h e  t i m e  
you w e r e  ready t o  go i n  December, do you t h i n k  t h a t  b r igade  
w a s  t r a i n e d  and ready t o  go a t  t h a t  t ime? O r  w e r e  t h e r e  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h a t  m i t i g a t e d  a g a i n s t  a l l  
t h e  personne l  be ing  f u l l y  t r a i n e d ?  

A. I t h i n k  that - -of  cou r se ,  every commander t h i n k s  
h i s  t r o o p s  are p r e t t y  w e l l  t r a i n e d ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e s e  were 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  t r a i n e d  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  reasons .  F i r s t ,  
w e  knew where w e  were going;  w e  knew what w e  w e r e  going t o  
do. A l l  of  ou r  t r a i n i n g  e f f o r t s  were d i r e c t e d  a t  doing t h i s  
job, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion.  I even knew t h e  a r e a  w e  w e r e  
going i n t o ,  and s o  d i d  my s t a f f .  W e  could t r a i n  f o r  t h a t  
t ype  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  Second, we had people  who had been ove r  
t h e r e .  They knew how t h a t ' t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n  ought  t o  be 
conducted. So I would say  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
w e l l  t r a i n e d .  Now, t h e r e  was one f law.  W e  w e r e  s h o r t  some 
700 t r o o p s  when w e  went i n t o  count ry  t h a t  w e  thought  w e  were 
going t o  g e t  be fo re  w e  l e f t  and we d i d n ' t  g e t .  These were 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  i n f a n t r y ,  armor, and eng inee r ing  MOS's. W e  w e r e  
s h o r t  i n  t h e  companies. The foxhole  s t r e n g t h  w a s  n o t  what 
it should  have been.  This  was a weakness, b u t  t h e  t r o o p s  
w e  had were w e l l  t r a i n e d ,  General .  

Q. W e l l ,  we've heard  two t h i n g s  which happened p r i o r  
t o  your d e p a r t u r e  from Hawaii. One, you w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  
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scheduled t o  go perhaps i n  l a t e  February-March t i m e  p e r i o d ,  
and you p r e t t y  w e l l  focused on it. This  caused a condensat ion 
o r  compression of t r a i n i n g .  Also,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  even b e f o r e  
you l e f t  Hawaii, you had some people  n o t  POM o r  POR q u a l i f i e d  
f o r  duty  i n  South Vietnam who had been wi th  t h e  b r igade  when 
you w e r e  s e r v i n g  as t h e  P a c i f i c  r e s e r v e  b u t  were n o t  q u a l i f i e d  
f o r  Vietnam. Losing those  people  and g e t t i n g  a l o t  of  r e -
placments j u s t  be fo re  you depa r t ed  may have had some e f f e c t  
on it and a l s o  may have s e t  up a degree  of  personne l  t u r -
bulence? 

A. That  is  t r u e .  The f i r s t  p a r t  i n  your  s t a t e m e n t ,  
t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  you made, would you r e p e a t  t h a t  again? I was 
fo l lowing  t h i s  second p o i n t .  

Q The f i r s t  p o i n t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your  depa r tu re  
d a t e  had been moved up approximately 2 t o  3 months, perhaps .  

A. That ' s  t r u e .  W e  a t  f i r s t  thought  w e  w e r e  going 
l a t e r ,  b u t  when it was moved up, I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  
w a s  any major handicap i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  
t h a t  w e  had had been o u t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  i n  Hawaii t r a i n i n g  
c o n s t a n t l y  f o r  t h i s  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y ,  t h i s  jungle  t ype  
of  o p e r a t i o n .  The second p o i n t  is  t r u e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
some t roops  moved n o t  long  be fo re  w e  l e f t ,  and w e  w e r e  
f i l l e d  up w i t h  some o t h e r s .  F i l l e d  up i s  t h e  wrong word. 
W e  never  were f i l l e d  up. W e  g o t  some o t h e r s ,  b u t  w e  went 
ove r ,  t h e r e  as I r e c a l l ,  700 men s h o r t .  

Q That i n d i c a t e s  what I need t o  know. Now, your  
advance e lement  t h a t  went over  wi th  C/1/20, d i d  you have 
any p a r t i c u l a r  reason f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h a t  company? 

A .  Because it w a s  an ou t s t and ing  company. W e  dec ided ,  
t h e  s t a f f ,  I guess ,  made a recommendation t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  20th 
be  s e l e c t e d  t o  go, Colonel  BEERS, one of h i s  u n i t s  be t h e  
advance p a r t y .  I ' m  s u r e  i n  c o n s u l a t i o n  wi th  BEERS w e  s e l e c t e d  
MEDINA' s  C Company because it w a s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  company. 
I always cons idered  MEDINA an ou t s t and ing  s o l d i e r .  

Q NOW, when your b r igade  a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry ,  how d i d  
you r e c e i v e  your in-country i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ?  

A. W e  were moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t o  go i n  
and were given a pe r iod  of t ime ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  25, 30 days  
t h e r e .  W e  were t o  marry up wi th  o u r  oppos i t e  numbers and 
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go on t h e s e  va r ious  o p e r a t i o n s  and s e e  how it was done ove r  
t h e r e .  This  was done. Our c a p t a i n  would go o u t  wi th  a 3d 
b r igade ,  4 th  Div is ion  company. The b a t t a l i o n  commander would 
go wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. I would go wi th  t h e  br igade  
commander. W e  marr ied-up t o  see how i t  was done. This  w a s  
i n s i s t e d  upon by ~ e n e r a lKOSTER and t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  
headquar te rs .  

Q Aside from t h i s  working t o g e t h e r ,  on-the-job 
t r a i n i n g  s o  t o  speak,  d i d  you have any formal ized  t r a i n i n g  
which may have been p u t  on by t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  by e lements  
of t h e  4 th  Div is ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y  what,  b u t  I 
v i s i t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s .  I observed t h e  t r a i n i n g  i n  
which they  w e r e  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t r a i n i n g  us ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
those  t h i n g s  t h a t  t r o o p s  t h a t  had been over  t h e r e  would 
know t h a t  w e  wou ldn ' t  know. We had a smooth t akeove r  a s  
f a r  a s  I was concerned.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  General  KOSTER coming down and 
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  a long wi th  h i s  SJA, perhaps  h i s  
chap la in  and o t h e r  people ,  concerning what he expec ted  of  
them, about t h e  c a r e  and handl ing  of  PWs, noncombatants, 
and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  ca tegory?  

A. Y e s .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  he gave an o r i e n t a t i o n .  H e  v i -
s i t e d  us a lmost  d a i l y .  H e  d i d  what a normal d i v i s i o n  com-
mander would have done. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you t h e  s p e c i f i c s  
t h a t  he covered a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q I have h e r e  t h r e e  o f  t h e  c a r d s  which MACV and 
USARV used f o r  pocket  ca rds  f o r  pe r sonne l  w i t h i n  t h e  com-
mand. I ' l l  r e f e r  t h e s e  t o  you ( E x h i b i t s  M-2, 3,  and 4 )  . 
I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h o s e  c a r d s .  

A. Tha t  's r i g h t .  

Q Do you know whether you had r ece ived  t h o s e  c a r d s  
i n  t i m e  t o  have them i s s u e d  t o  your f o r c e s ?  

A. You mean upon a r r i v a l  i n  count ry  o r  b e f o r e  w e  
a r r i v e d ?  

Q A r r i v a l  i n  count ry .  W e  unders tand  t h a t  t h e s e  i n  
t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  were handled through t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e .  
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A. I c a n ' t  say  p o s i t i v e l y  when t h e s e  were i s s u e d ,  
b u t  I ' v e  seen  them. I ' m  a lmost  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t hey  were 
i s sued .  When, I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q - W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t hey  were r ece ived  
a t  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and t h e y  were d i s t r i b u t e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
some sho r t ages .  

A. I f  t h e r e  were, g e n e r a l l y  t hey  w e r e n ' t  b rought  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I p e r s o n a l l y  have seen  them, and I b e l i e v e  
I had one o r  two of  them i n  my w a l l e t  somewhere. I t h i n k  
t h a t  was g e n e r a l l y  what happened. 

Q .  W e  a l s o  unders tand  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  had d i f f i c u l t y
i n  o b t a i n i n g  p e r t i n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  South Vietnam. Can 
you comment on t h a t ?  

A. F i r s t  of  a l l ,  i t  w a s n ' t  a s e r i o u s  problem, a s  f a r  
as I know, o r  it would have been brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
and would have made more o f  an impact on my memory than  it 
has .  I t  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  w e  brought  s o  much s t u f f  of  ou r  
own over  t h e r e  t h a t  it was q u e s t i o n a b l e  how much w e  needed. 
We were over loaded  when w e  g o t  t h e r e  as f a r  a s  r e g u l a t i o n s  
and s o  f o r t h  w e r e  concerned. I never  cons idered  t h i s  any 
problem. I cons idered  some o t h e r  s h o r t a g e s  much more of  
a problem than  I d i d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  we've t a l k e d  t o  
people ,  r i g h t l y  o r  wrongly, it appeared t h a t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
of working SOP'S and s o  on t h a t  they  had problems because 
they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  hold  of  t h e  documents from t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  o r  from I11 MAF o r  from USARV o r  from MACV. 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  might have been some s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  
t h a t  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  g e t  a l l  t h e  guidance from t h e  
h i g h e r  s t a f f  and corresponding s t a f f  s e c t i o n  above, b u t  
t h i s  was never  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  any s t r o n g  degree .  
I d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  any problem. 

Q I t  would be t r u e ,  would it n o t ,  t h a t  i f  somebody 
were s h o r t  any documents t h a t ,  a t  least f o r  a month o r  s o ,  
3d Brigade o f  t h e  4 t h  Div is ion  was t h e r e ,  and it would have 
simply been a matter of  cross-checking t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a b l e  o r d e r s  were i n  e f f e c t  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  out-
' l i n e  of  t h e  miss ion t h a t  I g o t  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  I b e l i e v e  
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w a s  a copy of  t h e  miss ion t h a t  t h e  3d Brigade,  4 th  Div is ion  
had,  t h e  AO. 

Q. W e  unders tand a f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  t h i s  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  swung i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  i t s  
b a t t a l i o n s .  W e  a l s o  unders tand  t h a t  t h e r e  was some s h i f t i ~ g  
of  f o r c e s  t h a t  w a s  going on about t h a t  t ime.  I t h i n k  it 
would be h e l p f u l  f o r  us  i f  w e  knew why you c r e a t e d  Task 
Force Barker.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir .  General  KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander t a l k e d  t o  m e ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  be h e l d  t o  t h e s e  
d a t e s  e x a c t l y ,  i n  January  and s a i d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  
have t o  t a k e  over  ano the r  a r ea .  W e  had t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  
a r e a s .  L e t  m e  back up. The 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade w a s  
f i n a l l y  o rgan ized  i n  Hawaii w i th  f o u r  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  
a d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  b a t t a l i o n ,  and an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n ;  
b u t  when w e  went over ,  w e  on ly  took t h r e e  because t h e  2 1 s t  
I n f a n t r y  w a s n ' t  ready.  I t  w a s  newly formed and was t o  j o i n  
us l a t e r  i n  A p r i l .  When w e  g o t  over  t h e r e ,  we d i d n ' t  have 
a l l  f o u r  o f  o u r  b a t t a l i o n s .  W e  on ly  had t h r e e .  W e  had 
t h r e e  a r e a s ,  a l l  i n  o u r  l a r g e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  I had 
t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  o u t  working. General  KOSTER t o l d  me  t h a t  
he wanted me t o  t a k e  o v e r  ano the r  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. Batangan? 

A. Batangan Pen insu la ,  yes .  The on ly  way w e  could 
do it b e f o r e  w e  g o t  o u r  f o u r t h  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  t o  form a  
p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t a l i o n .  I took t h e  b e s t  man I had a v a i l -  
a b l e ,  which w a s  my S3, Colonel  BARKER, Frank BARKER, who 
w a s  later  k i l l e d ,  and gave him t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t a l i o n .  
Task Force Barker ,  I c a l l e d  it. I n  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  companies 
of  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n ,  I knew t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  l e a v e  it up t o  
my b a t t a l i o n  commanders because ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  t hey  would want 
t o  g i v e  m e  t h e  weakest  companies. S ince  I had t h e  1st 
I n f a n t r y ,  t h e  3d I n f a n t r y ,  and t h e  20th I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n s ,  
t h e  l o g i c a l  way t o  do it would be t o  t a k e  A Company of t h e  
l s t ,  B company o f  t h e  3d, and C Company of  t h e  20th.  
T h a t ' s  how w e  happened t o  g e t  C Company of  t h e  20 th .  
Colonel  BEERS would have never  v o l u n t a r i l y  agreed  t o  l e t  
MEDINA go. I t  j u s t  came o u t  t h a t  way because I s e l e c t e d  
t h e m  t h a t  way. Those t h r e e  companies became Task Force 
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Barker  and were s e n t  up t o  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  and s t a r t e d  
on what w e  code named Operat ion Muscatine.  This  w a s  toward 
t h e  end of  January  when t h i s  s t a r t e d .  Then I had,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
f o u r  bob- t a i l ed  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  working t h e r e .  

Q I have h e r e  a document which I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  da t ed  2 2  1700 January 1968, o r d e r  3-68. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : This  w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  D-15. 

10: Do you recognize  t h i s  document as a b r i g a d e  £rag  
o r d e r  which,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a l s o  c r e a t e d  Task Force 
Barker  and a s s igned  i t s  miss ion t o  i t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Going back t o  my prev ious  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  General  KOSTER's t e l l i n g  you t h a t  he  had an a d d i t i o n a l  
a r e a  t h a t  you had t o  t a k e  o v e r ,  d i d  he e x p l a i n  why you 
had t o  t a k e  t h a t  o v e r ,  o r  I b e l i e v e  you a l r e a d y  knew why 
you had t o  t a k e  it over?  

A. H e  had t o  move t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  t o  
another  area t o  r e l e a s e  some t roops  t o  go back t o  t h e  
4 th  D iv i s ion  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  you had p rev ious ly  
had a b r i g a d e  from t h e  ROK Marines? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They were moved o u t  of t h e r e .  
T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  This  gave t h e  America1 Div is ion  more area, 
and w e  had t o  sp read  o u t  t h i n n e r .  T h a t ' s  what b rought  it 
about.  

Q - On t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  and hand l ing  of 
noncombatants and PW's ,  I have h e r e  ano the r  document which 
I would l i k e  t o  have e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  from t h e  11 th  
Brigade a t  LZ Bronco, d a t e d  26 1600 February 68, admin o r d e r  
1-68. I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  
as an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: Th i s  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked as 
E x h i b i t  D-16. 
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I0 : I r e f e r  t h i s  t o  you, General  LIPSCOMB. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  i t ' s  necessary  f o r  you t o  view t h e  e n t i r e  document. 
You might pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n - t o  t hose  i t e m s  which a r e  
i n d i c a t e d .  Do you recognize  t h i s  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  t h e  command? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I t h i n k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h a t  p o r t i o n
which has  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of a l l  pe r sonne l  con-
cern ing  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of noncombatants. For t h e  sake  of 
t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you read  t h a t  s o  it may be e n t e r e d ?  

A. "A l l  commanders w i l l  b r i e f  t h e i r  t r o o p s  concern-
i n g  p rope r  conduct  toward c i v i l i a n s . "  

Q One problem w e  ' ve  been f aced  w i t h ,  General  
LIPSCOMB, i s  t o  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  what documents t h e  b r igade  
ope ra t ed  under du r ing  t h i s  t ime pe r iod .  I ' l l  go back and 
r e f r e s h  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  you can be of  
h e l p  t o  us.  The Americal Div is ion  was a l s o  a new d i v i s i o n .  
A s  a consequence, a t  t h e  t ime you came i n  w i th  your b r igade ,  
it was o p e r a t i n g  under t h e  SOP of Task Force Oregon. The 
Americal Div i s ion  i t s e l f  was i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  p r e p a r i n g  
i t s  SOP which came o u t  a c t u a l l y  subsequent  t o  your  depa r tu re .  
A s  f a r  as t h e  b r igade  i s  concerned,  w e  have found b i t s  and 
p i e c e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and o r d e r s .  We do have a t a c t i c a l  
SOP, which i s  undated,  and w e ' r e  n o t  e x a c t l y  a b l e  t o  p u t  
it i n  i t s  p rope r  con tex t .  Whether t h i s  came o u t  i n  Hawaii, 
p repared  i n  H a w a i i  f o r  use  i n  South Vietnam, o r  whether 
your  s t a f f  p repared  t h i s  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  coun t ry ,  w e  are 
n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e .  I wish you 'd  review t h i s  document and see 
if t h i s  c a l l s  any th ing  t o  your mind a s  t o  when t h i s  might 
have been publ i shed .  

A. I c a n ' t  be a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I can be 
reasonably s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  document was prepared  i n  H a w a i i  
and w a s  c e r t a i n l y  be ing  worked on i n  Hawaii wh i l e  w e  were 
a t  Schof i e ld .  Now, when I v i s i t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  o t h e r  
d i v i s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  your d i v i s i o n ,  i n  June and t h e  l O l s t  and 
o t h e r s ,  I g o t  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  b r igade  commanders t o  m a i l  m e  
back t a c t i c a l  SOP'S t h a t  were i n  e f f e c t  o v e r  t h e r e .  I p u t  
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some o f  my S3 s e c t i o n  t o  work on deve lop ing  t h i s  t h i n g  s o  
t h a t  w e  would have i t  when w e  g0.t i n  coun t ry  based on t h e  
b e s t  p o i n t s ,  more o r  less,  o f  t h e  ones t h a t  w e r e  s e n t  back 
t o  m e .  Two o r  t h r e e  o f  my g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  f r i e n d s  of  mine, 
con temporar ies  of  mine, s e n t  m e  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  s o  w e  d i d  
p r epa re  t h i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  
l e f t  Hawaii. 

Q The q u e s t i o n  would be whether  t h i s  document w a s  
p u b l i s h e d  a s  an o f f i c i a l  document o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  be  p u t  
i n  f o r c e  o r  whether  t h i s  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  pe r sonne l  w i t h  
t h e  unde r s t and ing  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  p rocedures  t h a t  w e r e  
t o  be  fo l lowed.  

A. I f  my h e a d q u a r t e r s  i ' ssued i t ,  and I t h i n k  they  
d i d ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  shou ld  be  a  command l i n e  h e r e  some-
where. I t  was w i t h  t h e  unde r s t and ing  t h a t  t h i s  would 
be  t h e  o r d e r .  These would be  t h e  p rocedures  w e  would 
use  t h e r e .  Otherwise ,  I wouldn ' t  have p u t  it o u t .  

Q - There  may have been a couple  o f  memoranda on 
t h i s  which I would assume w e r e  pub l i shed .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were,  a s  s u r e  a s  I can b e ,  
because  I had gone o u t  of t h e  way t o  g e t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
ahead of  t i m e  and t o  g e t  it p repa red  b e f o r e  w e  went o v e r  
t h e r e  s o  w e  would have a document t h a t  w e  cou ld  go t o  f o r  
a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  would come up. 

Q. Do you remember, when you w e r e  i n  coun t ry  and 
you had t h e  b r i g a d e  o f  yours  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  do you remember 
us ing  t h a t  document s o  t h a t  your  b a t t a l i o n  commanders and 
your  s t a f f  and s o  f o r t h  knew what was going on? 

A. I c a n ' t .  I ' m  a lmos t  c e r t a i n  I wouldn ' t  have 
p e r s o n a l l y  perhaps  b rought  something t o  my a t t e n t i o n  o u t  
o f  it. I t h i n k  Major MCKNIGHT cou ld  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
much b e t t e r  t h a n  I.  I ' m  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I would 
s ay  it w a s  p r i n t e d  i n  Hawaii.  I t  was o u t  a s  f a r  a s  I was 
concerned.  I t  was guidance f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and commanders 
d i d  use  it. 

Q I ' m  n o t  going t o  e n t e r  t h i s  whole document i n t o  
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t h e  record .  W e  w i l l  e n t e r  s e l e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  of  t h i s  docu-
ment i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  because o f  t h e  s i z e  of i t .  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  e x t r a c t s  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
document. 

RCDR : These e x t r a c t s  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-56. 

I0 : Can you g i v e  us your impress ion of t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
of t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  I f i r s t  hea rd  t h a t  name du r ing  my 
June o r i e n t a t i o n  v i s i t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  as soon 
a s  I g o t  t h e r e  i n  December, i t  was known by a l l  t h e  i n t e l l -
igence o f f i c e r s  t h a t  b r i e f e d  me anywhere t h a t  t h e  48th Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n  had a headqua r t e r s  i n  what w e  c a l l e d  t h i s  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  My La i  i s  a new name t o  me. I t  d o e s n ' t  
mean anyth ing .  I mean t h e r e  were t o o  many of t h e s e  names, 
and I c o u l d n ' t  remember t h a t  u n t i l  I saw it  i n  t h e  paper .  
P i n k v i l l e  i s  t h e  way we c a l l e d  it. I t  was s i n g u l a r l y  
brought o u t  t o  my mind t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  when I would f l y  
over  it i n  my command chopper and t h e y ' d  f i r e  a t  u s ,  t a k e  
p o t  s h o t s  a t  us .  This  was a n a s t y  a r e a  o f  t h e  w a r ,  t h a t  
whole pen insu la  where t h e s e  ROK Marines had been.  I t  
was a tough,  rough a r e a .  There was no q u e s t i o n  about  
t h a t  a s  f a r  as I was concerned. We d i d  know t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n ,  through i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  we knew they  
were t h e r e  o r  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  T e t  
per iod?  

A .  W e  had two, as I r e c a l l .  During T e t ,  t hey  h i t  
Quang Ngai C i t y  p r e t t y  good, and then  General  KOSTER 
t a l k e d  t o  m e  and g o t  me wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
commander, Colonel  TOAN, and we agreed t o  send some t roops  
up t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  t o  a s s i s t  him. Also a s  s o r t  of 
an American show o f  f o r c e  t h e r e  t o  show t h a t  w e  w e r e  
very much concerned wi th  t h a t  a r e a .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  
February w e  had two p r e t t y  good s i z e d  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e  My 
Lai  complex a s  I 've  come t o  know it now. We c a l l e d  it 
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  I checked t h i s  i n  some papers  t h a t  I had,  
i f  I may r e f e r  t o  t h e s e ?  
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These were answers t o  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n  q u e s t i o n s  which 
they  asked m e  when I I e f  t the-re about o p e r a t i o n  -of t h e  
br igade .  W e  had two s i g n i f i c a n t  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e  Muscatine 
area. Operat ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  48 th  Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  
i n  February whick r e s u l t e d  i n  74 K I A  i n  t h e  f i r s t  encounte r  
and 68 K I A  i n  t h e  second engagement i n  February.  I w a s  
p e r s o n a l l y  i n  P i n k v i l l e  on about two o r  perhaps  t h r e e  
occas ions  i n  February where we'd go i n ,  sweep, have a 

. b a t t l e ,  and then  move o u t .  While w e  were i n ,  t h e r e  I would 
land.  I t  w a s  a c o n s t a n t  t h o r n  i n  o u r  s i d e  because w e  
d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  -be a b l e  t o  c l e a n  i t  o u t  and because of  t h e  
booby t r a p s  and mines t h a t  were i n ,  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  We'd l o s t  
a cons ide rab le  number of, s o l d i e r s ,  I b e l i e v e .  I can ' t  quote  
f i g u r e s  on t h i s ,  b u t  they had lower limb wounds i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  .It was no q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind t h a t  
P i n k v i l l e  was one o f  t h e  t oughes t  n u t s  we had t o  c r ack .  

Q Would you have any o b j e c t i o n  i f  w e  asked you t o  
review your  answers t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Th is  i s  t h e  copy o f  the--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May k ask you what t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  
a s  w e l l ?  

A. Th i s  was t h e  TO&E t h a t  I had f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e .  These 
were t h e  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  t r o o p s .  These were p r i o r i t y  of  t a s k s .  
I s a t  down w i t h  B i l l  CARPENTER and w e  came up wi th  t h e  t a s k s  
t h a t  each company and each p l a toon  and each squad should  be 
able t o  do. This  was back i n  Hawaii be fo re  t hey  g o t  t o  
Vietnam. These w e r e  t h e  t a s k s  t h a t  w e  came up wi th  t h a t  
they  should  be  t r a i n e d  i n .  Then t h i s  i s  t h e  a s s igned  miss ion 
of my a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  Duc Pho-Mo Duc a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n .  
These w e r e  t h e  miss ions  I cons idered .  This  i s  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
e x t r a c t .  These were i n  my pe r sona l  f i l e s .  This  i s  what w e  
w e r e  doing t h e r e .  

Q Would you o b j e c t  t o  us having t h e s e  d u p l i c a t e d ?  

A. Not a t  a l l .  

Q.- W e '  . w i l l  p rov ide  :them r i g h t  back t o  you. 
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A. No, n o t  a t  a l l .  Nothing t h e r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  
welcome t o .  The d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n  came down when I was 
l eav ing  and asked me t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  and t h e s e  were my 
answers. 

Q. Mostly g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  a r e n ' t  they?  

A. Y e s ,  no th ing  t o o  ' s p e c i f i c  t h e r e .  

Q Do you recal l  t h a t  du r ing  T e t  t h a t  t h e  48th Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was ano the r  b a t t a l i o n  as 
w e l l ,  d i d  a t t a c k  Quang Ngai C i ty?  The 48th Local  Force 
B a t t a l i o n  a t t a c k e d  an RF t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  a c r o s s  t h e  Song 
Tra Khuc and ove r r an  t h e  camp. Then ARVN counte r -a t tacked  
and i n f l i c t e d  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  48th Local  Force 
B a t t a l i o n ,  something w e l l  i n  excess  of  L O O ,  I ' v e  been 
l e d  t o  b e l i e v e .  

A. W e l l ,  I was t o l d  t h i s .  I was informed by my s t a f f  
t h a t  t h i s  happened. I a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  TOAN about  
t h i s .  T h a t ' s  when h e  asked us t o  send more Americans t o  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  and General  KOSTER asked me to do  t h a t .  
W e  formed a Task Force Alexander and s e n t  them up t h e r e .  
They had q u i t e  a f i g h t  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  around 7 
February.  T h a t ' s  i n  one of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t ' s  
s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we've known t h i s .  We 
know, f o r  example, t h a t  t h e r e  was more than  a l i t t l e  
concern on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  Colonel  
K H I E N ,  about  t h e  absence of American t roops  and t h e  
l a c k  o f  suppor t .  This  w a s  undoubtedly i n  response  t o  
t h a t .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I went up and had a meeting w i t h  
Colonel  K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ,  
on about  two occas ions .  We subsequent ly  s e n t  t r o o p s  up 
t h e r e  aga in .  W e  s e n t  them up i n  t h e  APC's, a show o f  
f o r c e  t ype  t h i n g .  Frequent ly  t h e y ' d  run i n t o  t r o u b l e  on 
t h e  way up t h e r e  o r  on t h e  way back. They g o t  i n t o  b a t t l e  
and o u r  armored cav o u t f i t ,  E Troop, w a s  commanded by 
Captain  ALEXANDER. W e  c a l l e d  t h i s  Task Force Alexander,  
and they  d i d  some r e a l  good f i g h t i n g  up t h e r e  i n  Quang 
Ngai on 7 February,  I b e l i e v e  it was. 
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Q I ' m  g l a d  you mentioned t h i s  because w e  had hea rd  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some show of f o r c e s  around Quang Ngai 
r a t h e r  than  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  i t s e l f .  W e l l ,  why d o n ' t  we 
r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1300 hours ,  2 3  January 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1400 hour s ,  2 3  January 
1970 .) 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(The wi tnes s  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under 
o a t h  and he  t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

KCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I 0  : General  LIPSCOMB, you p rev ious ly  d i s c u s s e d  some of  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  t h e  
Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a .  Can you i n d i c a t e  why t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  ach ieve  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  
c leaned  up? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  answer p o s i t i v e l y .  F i r s t  
of a l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  we c o n s t a n t l y  r an  i n t o  t h e  problem o f  
f i n d i n g  them a f t e r  w e  had g o t  i n  t h e r e .  There was, I b e l i e v e ,  
q u i t e  an e x t e n s i v e  t u n n e l  complex i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e s e  
people  would d i s a p p e a r  when we g o t  i n  t h e r e .  And, of cou r se ,  
some of t h e s e ,  you would t h i n k  by some o f  t h e s e  body counts  
t h a t  we'd p r e t t y  w e l l  c leaned t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o u t .  A s  I s a i d ,  
one t i m e  7 4  and ano the r  t ime 68 o r  whatever t h e  f i g u r e s  w e r e .  
Then some f i g h t i n g  around Quang Ngai e a r l i e r  when they  came 
i n  t h e r e  and had some f i g h t s  w i th  t h e  ARVN and l o s t  q u i t e  
a few people .  But I t h i n k  it was because they  d i d  have 
an a r e a  i n  which they  could h i d e ,  a t u n n e l  complex, and 
w e r e  th roughly  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  a r e a ,  and w e  w e r e n ' t .  
W e  d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e  and s t a y .  W e  would go i n  t h e r e  and 
then  p u l l  o u t .  W e  d i d n ' t  complete ly  do t h e  job,  I guess .  
T h a t ' s  what t h e  answer would be .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any problem about g e t t i n g  t h e s e  u n i t s  
surrounded,  o r  almost  surrounded,  and l e a v i n g  a gap o r  n o t  
be ing  agg res s ive  enough t o  f i n i s h  them o f f ?  
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A. I t  could  have b e e n , .  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  was p r i m a r i l y  
t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  them. W e  c o u l d n ' t  p i n  them down. 
Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  h e r e  on hea r say .  When t h i s  was go ing  o n ,  
a s  was any o t h e r  b r i g a d e  commander, I was up i n  a chopper.  
The b a t t a l i o n  commander was a l s o  up i n  a chopper.  The men 
t h a t  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  b a t t l e  w e r e  t h e  company commander 
and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  down on t h e  ground. W e  w e r e n ' t  on 
t h e  ground d i r e c t l y  obse rv ing  t h i s  t h i n g .  The b a t t a l i o n  
commander would go i n  t h e r e  and v i s i t  t h e  company t h a t  w a s  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  p robab ly  eve ry  day.  A s  b r i g a d e  commander, 
I d i d n ' t  v i s i t  eve ry  day.  I v i s i t e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
eve ry  day and company commanders from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was a q u e s t i o n  o f  l a c k  of  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o r  
l a c k  of  e f f o r t .  I would t h i n k  it was more a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  odds w e r e  a l l  i n  f a v o r  of  them, w i t h  t h e s e  t u n n e l  
complexes, and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s a p p e a r  t o  be  a  farmer  i n  
t h e  daytime and a g u e r r i l l a  a t  n i g h t .  

Q Did you e v e r  have any q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind about  
t h e  body count  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  peop l e  were VC? 

A. I took a11 body coun t s  w i t h  a g r a i n  o f  s a l t .  

Q - On t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you conducted d u r i n g  
February ,  one you had a K I A  count  i n  t h e  neighborhood 
of  60  and ano the r  one 70 .  What w a s  your  weapons count?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  b u t  I would s a y  low, very  
low. I ques t i oned ;  I neve r  s topped  q u e s t i o n i n g  any body 
coun t s  t h a t  would be  r e p o r t e d  t o  my h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  w e r e  many, many e s t i m a t i o n s  on t h e s e  body coun t s .  
A l o t  of  t h e s e  body coun t s  w e r e  e s t i m a t e s  from t h e  a i r ,  
f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q Did you e v e r  have any s u s p i c i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  some 
o f  t h e s e  peop l e  counted a s  VC might  have been women and 
c h i l d r e n  o r  o l d  men? 

A. Had a s u s p i c i o n ?  Y e s ,  I ' d  s a y  I had a s u s p i c i o n .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  was t h a t  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  was s h o t  w a s  a VC. I ' m  speak ing  b l u n t l y  h e r e  
now, b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  was t h e  accep t ed  modus 
ope rand i  o v e r  t h e r e .  
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f e e l i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  gene ra l  word, i n  t h e  b r igade ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  o f  my knowledge, was t h a t  t h e r e  would be no shoo t ing  
u n l e s s  it was a b s o l u t e l y  necessary .  I c o n s t a n t l y  played 
t h a t  r eco rd  more o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  commanders. I would have 
a commanders meeting once a week, and I c o n s t a n t l y  s t r e s s e d  
t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  w a s  working 
t o  our  d i sadvantage .  I f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  areas w e ~ e n ' t  
V i e t  Cong, i f  w e  s h o t  them a l l  up, t hey  would be V i e t  Cong. 

Q I have h e r e  two documents, General  LIPSCOMB. 
One i s  E x h i b i t  D-6, d a t e d  1 4  October 1966, d i r e c t i v e  number 
525, s u b j e c t  , "Combat Opera t ions ,  Minimizing Noncombat 
C a s u a l t i e s . "  This  i s  a MACV d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as D-6.  I ' d  ask you, w i thou t  r ead ing  
every  word i n  t h e r e ,  whether you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  document. I would c a l l  your  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  paragraphs ,  paragraph 2b, 3-2, 
3-3, 3a2, 3a3, paragraph 4 .  

A .  Now, your q u e s t i o n  t o  m e  i s  what,  s i r ?  

Q Whether o r  n o t  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  gene ra l
con ten t s?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  read t h i s  
document, b u t  I am f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  c o n t e n t s  as a f r i e n d  of  
what is  o rde red  he re .  

Q. I have h e r e  ano the r  document which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  D-7 d a t e d  30 January 1968, r e g u l a t i o n  
525-1 from t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  1'11 ask i f  you recall  
t h i s  document. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  I had t h i s  document prepared.  

9 You' 11 probably remember t h i s  document very w e l l  
because it has  one p o i n t e d  and h i g h l y  impor tan t  e r r o r  i n  i t ,  
which shows up i n  t h e  f i r s t  change which was pub l i shed  9  
February.  H e r e  I r e f e r  t o  Paragraph 4f ( 2 )  on page 4 .  

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  poor Eng l i sh  t h e r e .  I t ' s  n o t  s ay ing  
what t hey  mean. 

Q T h a t ' s  what I mean. I f  you look a t  t h e  a t tachment ,  
you s e e  t h e  f i r s t  change t h a t  came o u t  a few days l a t e r  which 
changes maximum t o  minimum. 
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A. W e l l ,  perhaps  t h i s  was i n t e r p r e t e d  from some of  my 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  t h e  commanders. I w a s  never  
p l ea sed  when w e  d i d n ' t  accomplish o u r  miss ion ,  when w e  had 
more o r  less gone i n  t h e r e  and I had g o t t e n  some fancy f i g u r e s  
on body counts  and s o  f o r t h  and then  a week l a t e r  w e  w e r e  
f i g h t i n g  t h e r e  aga in  o r  somebody f l y i n g  over  i n  a chopper 
g e t s  f i r e d  upon. I t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  ha rd  f o r  m e  t o  a c c e p t  
t h a t  t h e  job had been done. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  But a s  f a r  as me  
pas s ing  on t o  t h e  s e n t i n e l  who r e l i e v e d  m e  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  
t h i n g  i n  l i f e  w a s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  P i n k v i l l e  no m a t t e r  what 
e l s e ,  t h a t  i s n ' t  so .  That  i s n ' t  t r u e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  i m -
p o r t a n t  i n  my mind. 

Q. You've given us a p r e t t y  good a p p r e c i a t i o n  of ce r -
t a i n  people .  You' ve t a l k e d  about  'BARKER; you' ve t a l k e d  about  
MEDINA; you mentioned CALHOUN; you mentioned MCKNIGHT whom you 
have a g r e a t  d e a l  of conf idence i n .  How d i d  you look upon 
BLACKLEDGE, your  S2? 

A. I n  t h e  job h e  was i n  a s  a S2 I would say  t h a t  he  
had a s l i g h t l y  above average degree  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  com-
petence.  This  was p r i m a r i l y  due t o  h i s  eage rnes s ,  h i s  energy,  
h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  work day and n i g h t .  H e  w a s  more o r  less 
a career S2 type .  He had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  a long  t i m e ,  and 
he took h i s  work ve ry  s e r i o u s l y .  H e  cou ld  see t h i n g s  behind 
every  bush and t h i s  t ype  of t h i n g ,  and I t h i n k  S 2 ' s  have t o  
be susp ic ious .  H e  was s u s p i c i o u s .  H e  w a s  e n e r g e t i c .  H e  
had an above average o r  c e r t a i n l y  a good s o l i d  average degree  
of p r o f e s s i o n a l  competence t o  be an S2 a t  t h e  b r igade  l e v e l .  

Q - A couple  of  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  What d i d  you t h i n k  
of  MICHLES a s  a company commander w i t h  B/4/3? 

A .  I pinned a s i l v e r  s t a r  on him. H e  was a rough, 
tough,  agg res s ive  commander. I t  j u s t  happened t h a t  i n  my 
s e l e c t i o n  of  A, B ,  and C by v i r t u e  of  1, 3, and 20, I g o t  
t h r e e  s t r o n g  commanders. I would s a y ,  and I d i d  s ay  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
and n o t  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h i s  board ,  t h a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  t h a t  
b r igade  was a t  t h e  company commander l e v e l .  I cons idered  
I had good s o l i d  c a p t a i n s .  TRINKLE,  I recommended f o r  t h e  DSC. 
H e  had A Company. MICHLES I pinned a s i l v e r  s t a r  on. H e  had 
B Company. H e  w a s  a rough, tough c a p t a i n ,  and MEDINA I con-
s i d e r e d  as good a s  any of  them. I d o n ' t  know whether  I de-
c o r a t e d  him o r  n o t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  somebody d i d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
t hose  c a p t a i n s  were very capable .  

Q - Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  c a p t a i n s  were s o  s t r o n g  
t h a t  t hey  g o t  beyond t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  because BARKER was a tough l i t t l e  
pa ra t roope r .  Not t h a t  t h a t  makes him tough,  b u t  he came up 
through t h e  ranks  and he was hardnosed h imse l f .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
anybody pushed him, and CALHOUN was an outspoken,  s t r o n g  type .  

Q I n  t h e  methods of  o p e r a t i o n  of  BARKER, d i d  you s e e  
him down on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  u n i t s  ve ry  o f t e n ?  Think back 
on t h a t  one now. I ' m  not t a l k i n g  about  back a t  F i r e  Base 
D o t t i e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  o u t  on t h e  gr.ound, o u t  around i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  Would he g e t  down wi th  t h e  companies and move w i t h  
them o r  coo rd ina t e  t h i n g s  a t  1,500-2,000 f e e t  i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I s a w  him on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  
t roops ,  and I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I saw my o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  cornrnan-
dexs on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  t r o o p s .  I aga in  s ay  t h a t ,  and i t ' s  
s o  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  answers t o  my a f t e r  a c t i o n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  
t h a t  t h i s  was a war o f ,  a t  l e a s t  i t  became a war o f ,  companies 
and b a t t e r i e s .  The c a p t a i n  on t h e  ground w a s  doing t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  
and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander was i n  t h e  chopper,  and t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander was i n  t h e  chopper ,  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander was i n  
t h e  chopper. There wasn ' t  a l o t  of  ground l e a d i n g  above t h e  
c a p t a i n  l e v e l .  I would doubt t h a t  t h e r e  i s  ove r  t h e r e  today.  

Q One o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  comment upon. 
We unders tand t h a t  subsequent  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  b r igade  i n  
country  t h a t  your I0 o f f i c e r  a c a p t a i n ,  t hen  l i e u t e n a n t ,  i n f o r -
mation we have i s  t h a t  he w a s n ' t  t o o  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e i n g  
an 10, t h a t  he  wanted t o  go e lsewhere  t o  a S p e c i a l  Forces k ind  
of assignment which he  had had b e f o r e .  Also t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
e i t h e r  you o r  somebody else had given him s e v e r a l  jobs  o r  
s p e c i a l  ass ignments .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. MOODY? I know MOODY, b u t  I can't--MOODY was an e a g e r  
beaver ,  con man, f a s t  t a l k e r .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I didn 't s e e  
him, o r  I don ' t  r e c a l l  him knocking my door  down t o  g e t  o u t  
and l e a d  any charges  anywhere o r  go anywhere a s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember. W e  had enough f i ' gh t ing  t h e r e  f o r  any l i e u t e n a n t  
t h a t  wanted t o  f i g h t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  d e r i d i n g  
MOODY, b u t  t h i s  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  i n  my mind. 

Q But you a l s o  know t h a t  once anybody had belonged 
t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  Forces  i t  rubs  o f f  on them, and t h e y ' r e  always 
f i g h t i n g  t o  g e t  back t o  i t  o r  something. You know, and I 
thaught  perhaps  t h i s  might--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  maybe, b u t  it i s n ' t  v i v i d  i n  
my mind. I thought  he  was p r e t t y  happy t h e r e  t o  be t h e  I 0  a s  
f a r  a s  I w a s  concerned.  
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MR MACCRATE: Genera l  LIPSCOMB, you mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you w e r e  r e i t e r a t i n g  e v e r y  week t h a t  t h i s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
s h o o t i n g  was workinq toward o u r  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  You i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was an e v e r  p r e s e n t  concern  w i t h  you. I wondered 
i f  t h i s  concern  was b a s e d  t o  some e x t e n t  on some e x p e r i e n c e s  
t h a t  y o u ' d  been h a v i n g  i n  your  A 0  t h a t  k e p t  coming up and 
made you f e e l  t h a t  a reminder  was i n  o r d e r ?  

A. I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  it p r o b a b l y  f i r s t  s t r u c k  
m e  when I went  o u t  on an  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  my o r i e n t a t i o n  v i s i t  
i n  J u n e .  Then, when I went o u t  w i t h  my o p p o s i t e  number i n  
t h e  4 t h  D i v i s i o n  and o b s e r v e d  some o f  t h e s e  combat a s s a u l t s ,  
it o c c u r r e d  t o  me t h a t  it w a s n ' t  n e c e s s a r y ,  number one ;  and 
number two, it w a s n ' t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  o r  m i l i t a r i l y  w i s e  t o  
always s h o o t  up t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  you a s s a u l t  i t ,  b e f o r e  you 
l a n d  t r o o p s  i n  t h e r e .  I f  you do t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be  
i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e  h i t ,  and t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans w i t h  t h e i r  f i r e p o w e r  f o r  b r i n g i n g  a l l  
t h i s  d e a t h  and d e s t r u c t i o n .  I g u e s s  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y ,  I know 
t h e  matters f o r  which t h i s  b o a r d  had been formed and f o r  
what w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  h e r e .  So I p e r h a p s  subcon-
s c i o u s l y  a m  overemphas iz ing  t h e  amount of  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  
went  o u t  on t h i s ,  and by s o  d o i n g  I a m  more o r  less s a y i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a l l  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h a t  
something made m e  stress t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  f i r e  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  and I hope I h a v e n ' t  overemphasized  t h a t .  
I d i d n ' t  see a l o t  o f  v i l l a g e s  o r  p e o p l e  s h o t  up. I n e v e r  
saw a l o t  o f  t h a t .  I t  j u s t  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  w e  keep 
th rowing  t h e s e  masses o f  f i r e  i n  t h e r e  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h u r t  
a l o t  of p e o p l e  who a r e n ' t  s o l d i e r s .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  a f t e r  
you w e r e  i n  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  was i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a t endency  o f  one  o r  more o f  t h e  u n i t s  t o  o v e r k i l l ,  t o  
o v e r s h o o t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  s i n g l e  o u t  any u n i t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
e lement  t h a t  I would b e  most concerned  w i t h  t h e r e  would be  t h e  
g u n s h i p s .  When t h e y  move i n ,  t h e  g u n s h i p s ,  t h e  s u p p r e s s i v e  
f i r e s ,  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s  on a combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
g r e a t  t endency  t o  s h o o t  e v e r y t h i n g  up a s  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  i n .  I 
s t o p p e d  t h a t  where t h e r e  w a s n ' t  some e ~ r i t i e n c eo f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was someth ing  i n  t h e r e  t o  r e a l l y  resist u s .  W e  
s t ~ p p e da l l  t h i s  s h o o t i n g  g o i n g  i n .  

Q We've h e a r d  o f  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  r e c o n n i n g  by f i r e  
a s  w e  t a l k e d  t o  members o f  t h e  squads  and p l a t o o n s  and how 
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they were conduct ing t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of an o p e r a t i o n .  
I wondered what t h e  b r igade  p o l i c y  was, i f  any, i n  t h i s  
r e s p e c t ,  whether reconning by f i r e  had been t h e  s u b j e c t  
of any of your b r i e f i n g s ?  What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  w i t h i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t s  of t h e  b r igade  i n  t h i s  
regard?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  covered i n  t h e  memorandum t h a t  
I p u t  o u t  t h e r e .  We w i l l  n o t  recon by f i r e  i n  h a b i t a t e d  
a r e a s ,  i n  a r e a s  where t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h a t ' s  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h i s  document he re .  

Q Were you a t  any t ime aware t h a t  some of  your 
companies w e r e  proceeding i n  t h i s  way, reconning  by f i r e  
a s  t hey  moved a long  on t h e  ground through t h e  hamlets?  
Did you have t o  p u l l  them up f o r  t h i s ?  

A. I r e c a l l  no i n c i d e n t s  such a s  t h i s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
mean t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  have happened on occas ion  and I 
wouldn ' t  know about  i t ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  
procedure t o  go a long shoo t ing  up eve ry th ing  a s  you moved 
a long.  No. 

Q Was t h e r e  any s u s p i c i o n  on your  p a r t  t h a t  t h i s  
was going on? 

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  My b i g g e s t  concern was t h e s e  
combat a s s a u l t s  t h a t  would go o f f  a t  0730-0800 eve ry  morning 
where they ' d  p i c k  o u t  a hamlet ,  and they  ' d  want t o  p l a s t e r  
t h e  hamlet  w i th  a r t i l l e r y  f o r  5 minutes and then  t h e  gunships 
would come i n  and f i r e  f o r  5 o r  10 minutes o r  whi le  t h e  
t roops  w e r e  l and ing .  This  d i d n ' t  make sense  t o  me. I t  
wasn' t humane. I t  wasn' t r i g h t .  I t  w a s n ' t  m i l i t a r i l y  o r  
p sycho log ica l ly  sound t o  go shoo t ing  up a v i l l a g e  when you 
d idn '  t know who was i n  t h e r e .  This  i s  what I t a l k e d  a g a i n s t .  

Q. Had you any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n s  of  
t h e  b r igade  o f  some l a c k  of r e s t r a i n t  on s e x u a l  p r o c l i v i t i e s ?  
Were you g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  from t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  as some of t h e  
u n i t s  were moving through they  were t a k i n g  advantage of  t h e  
l a d i e s ,  t h e  women, a s  they  were going through? 

A. I never  i n  t h e  whole t i m e  I was o v e r  t h e r e  had 
any i n k l i n g  of  any type  o f  mo les t a t i on  o r  r ape  o r  t h i s  t ype  
of t h i n g .  I never  heard  of  t h i s  whi le  I was ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. We've had a sugges t ion  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  some 
p o i n t  i n  t h e s e  companies, t h e r e  was an evo lv ing ,  growing 
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s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  t o  
d i s appea r .  I wondered i f  a t  t h e  command l e v e l  t h i s  was an 
emerging problem o f  which you a t  any t i m e  w e r e  aware and 
t r i e d  t o  move i n  on? 

A. There agq in ,  i f  t h i s  be t h e  c o n d i t i o n ,  u n l e s s  
something v e r y  f l a g r a n t  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  i t  n e v e r  g e t s  up t o  
me a t  b r i g a d e .  I had no ev idence .  The f i r s t  t i m e  I e v e r  
hea rd  o f  any s e x u a l  m o l e s t a t i o n ,  r a p e  and s o  f d r t h ,  was 
when I r e a d  it i n  t h e  pape r  about  t h i s  t h i n g .  Th i s  was 
neve r  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  any d i s c u s s i o n  wh i l e  I was ove r  t h e r e ,  
never  cons ide red  a s  a problem, a t  l e a s t  neve r  b rough t  t o  
my a t t e n t i o n .  I f  t h e  s t a f f  had known about  i t ,  c e r t a i n l y  
Colonel  HENDERSON and I would have known about  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  ;our de-
p a r t u r e  focus  on t h e  f a i l u r e  of any o f  your  u n i p  t o  c l o s e  
w i t h  t h e  enemy? Th i s  phase  ha s  k e p t  coming up t o  us .  Now, 
a s  you w e r e  d e s c r i b i n g  it b e f o r e ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  
from you. So I mention it: whether  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  con-
f i rms  any i d e a  t h a t  you w e r e  concerned i n  t h e  beg inn ing  of  
March, as you w e r e  r ev iewing  t h e  immediately p r eced ing  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some f a i l u r e  t o  c l o s e  w i t h  
t h e  enemy and t h e y  w e r e  n o t  p i c k i n g  up t h e  weapons t h e y  
should  have been p i c k i n g  up? 

A. T h a t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  because  i n  o u r  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  c r i t i q u e s  I would cove r  many t h i n g s .  What 
emphasis I p l aced  on t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
o f  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  p h r a s e  " c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  enemy," which 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  a good m i l i t a r y  t e r m  t h a t  w e  u s e  a l o t ,  I 
d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  my commanders t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
a r e n ' t  c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  enemy o r  fo l l owing  th rough .  

10: What w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  bu rn ing  
houses ,  o r  hoo t ches ,  a s  many o f s t h e m  r e f e r  t o  them? 

A. There  c e r t a i n l y  was no o r d e r  t h a t  w e  would burn 
down houses ,  j u s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  burn .  I would s ay  t h a t  
t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  o f  my guidance o r  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com-
manders'  guidance was t h a t  i f  a house became a  s t r o n g h o l d  
w e  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  house.  Where a booby t r a p  w a s  set  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  ya rd  o f  a house I would s ay  t h a t  t h e  peop l e  i n  t h a t  
house  knew something about  i t  and t h a t  t h a t  house shou ld  
p o s s i b l y  be  e l i m i n a t e d .  I won ' t  s ay  t h a t  I p u t  t h a t  o u t ,  
b u t  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  would have been accep t ed .  But we d i d n ' t  
go around bu rn ing  up v i l l a g e s .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  an o r d e r  by General  KOSTER and a 
procedure e s t a b l i s h e d  by d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  which i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t ,  o t h e r  than  i n s t a n c e s  such a s  your r e t u r n i n g  
f i r e  from a house which i s  be ing  u t i l i z e d  a s  a f o r t i f i e d  
p o s i t i o n  o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  any house o r  hootch 
except  t h o s e  way o u t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  which t h e  NVA were u s ing  
as  a base  camp, b u t  any p l a c e  t h a t  obvious ly  was an a r e a  
of h a b i t a t i o n  such as you were t a l k i n g  about ,  t h a t  no 
house would be burned down wi thou t  t h e  e x p l i c i t  approval  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  one' o f  t h e  ADCs? 

A. Was t h a t  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

Q- No. I unders tand t h a t  sometime i n  t h e  January 
time p e r i o d ,  General  KOSTER a t  h i s  commanders conferences  
d i scussed  t h i s  a t  cons ide rab le  l e n g t h  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of p rope r ty  and l i v e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

A.  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I would 
say ' t h a t ' s  p robably  c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  g e n e r a l  
t r e n d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  on more than  one occas ion  I d i s -
cussed w i t h  General  KOSTER t h i s  m a t t e r  of n o t  ove r shoo t ing ,  
no t  o v e r k i l l ,  o v e r f i r e ,  t o o  much massive American f i repower .  
We had t o  use  it wise ly .  This  was d i scussed  w i t h  General  
KOSTER, and t h e  m a t t e r  of  burn ing  houses would be  cons i s -
t e n t  w i t h  t h a t .  

Q Would t h i s  a l s o  be c o n s i s t e n t  about  n o t  k i l l i n g  
animals o r  d e s t r o y i n g  crops  and s o  on? 

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: T h i s  may be a tough one, b u t  I t h i n k  it would 
be h e l p f u l  t o  us  i f  you have any i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  frame of 
mind of Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h e  t i m e  he took o v e r  command 
on 15  March. A s  he  was s t e p p i n g  up t o  t h i s  command, can you 
g ive  us a l i t t l e  f e e l  of  any th ing  t h a t  was r e f l e c t e d  t o  you 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I had tremendous r e s p e c t  f o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON. I ' l l  go back and come up t o  your  ques t ion .  
I t h i n k  what I ' l l  say  w i l l  have some b e a r i n g  on your  q u e s t i o n .  
F i r s t  of  a l l ,  when t h i s  b r igade  was formed, B r i g a d i e r  General 
John HAY w a s  a s s igned  t o  command it. I t  became t h e  P a c i f i c  
Reserve t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  25th  Div i s ion  which had gone over .  
HAY l e f t  a f t e r  a t i m e  and HENDERSON was given t h e  b r igade  a s  
a co lone l .  H e  had t h e  b r igade  f o r  a couple  o f  months. I 
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don' t know how long.  Then I was moved i n  and given t h e  b r i -  
gade and took it. He became my deputy o r  XO. Had I been 
Colonel  HENDERSON I wouldn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  have l i k e d  t h i s  
e i t h e r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  HAY l e f t  and when t h e  b r igade  
d i d n ' t  become a d i v i s i o n  and HAY l e f t ,  I t h i n k  HENDERSON 
more o r  less assumed, i n  f a c t  he might have been t o l d ,  
t h a t  he was going t o  have t h e  b r igade .  Then DA s e n t  me 
o u t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e  b r igade .  So HENDERSON had been t h e  
i n t e r i m  b r i g a d e  commander, and then  I came i n  on 2 1  March 
1967, and it was my b r igade  and I took over .  HENDERSON 
was my XO a l l  t h e  way through.  He w a s  a f i n e ,  s t r o n g  
exec as  f a r  a s  I was concerned,  and I always f e l t  t h a t  
even though I had t aken  t h e  p o s i t i o n  from him t h a t  he 
w a s  complete ly  l o y a l  t o  m e .  When I l e f t ,  and I made o u t  
an e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  on Colonel  HENDERSON, I recommended 
him f o r  promotion t o  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ,  which I d i d n ' t  
do t o  t o o  many c o l o n e l s  a long  t h e  way. A s  f a r  a s  I was 
concerned,  HENDERSON took t h e  b r igade  over .  H e  thought  
it w a s  i n  good shape.  He and I worked r i g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  
and he had a s  much a hand i n  forming t h e  b r i g a d e  a s  I had 
i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  b r igade .  He took it o v e r ,  and I 
thought  it was r i g h t f u l l y  h i s .  I was r e a l  p l e a s e d  about 
t h e  whole t h i n g .  A s  f a r  a s  I w a s  concerned,  I don 't t h i n k  
h e  had i n  t h e  back o f  h i s  mind t h a t  he had t o  make h i s  
l e t t e r  o r  he had t o  do something s p e c t a c u l a r  o r  t h a t  he 
had t o  show t h e  world.  I t h i n k  he  f e l t  t h a t  it was h i s  
nQW, and he was j u s t  going t o  c a r r y  on. That  w e  were doing 
a good job a l l  a long .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were any g r e a t  
changes made a s  f a r  a s  I know, and I would say  t h a t  h i s  
frame of  mind was t o  do a good job,  because he was a 
good agg res s ive  s o l d i e r .  

I 0 : General  LIPSCOMB, I want t o  p u t  a q u e s t i o n  t o  
you. With your  knowledge of  t h i s  b r igade  up t o  t h i s  t ime 
and your knowledge of Task Force Barker ,  I would ask you 
why t h i s  t h i n g  happened, and l e t  me t e l l  you some of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  happened. I ' m  n o t  going t o  t e l l  you a l l ,  b u t  
I can t e l l  you enough of  it s o  t h a t  you can unders tand  
t h a t  something happened. One, an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
was planned t o  be  p u t  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  Two, gunships  went 
i n  and s h o t  up eve ry th ing  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  LZ. Three ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  s l i c k s  when they  came i n ,  went i n  w i t h  t h e i r  
doorguns wide open. Four, t h e r e  were numerous i n s t a n c e s  
where sma l l  c h i l d r e n ,  women, o l d  men were k i l l e d ;  i n  some 
cases  rounded up j u s t  l i k e  c a t t l e  and mowed down, n o t  on ly  
i n  C h a r l i e  Company b u t  w e ' r e  f i n d i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime 
t h a t  Bravo Company a l s o  d i d  t h i s  i n  t h e  p roces s  of  t h i s  
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ope ra t ion .  There were seven hamlets  o r  subhamlets t h a t  were 
burned t o  t h e  ground. I ' m  t e l l i n g  you a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o f f i c e r  w i th  t h e  thought  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  go on ly  a s  f a r  a s  
you, a t  t h e  moment, t o  t r y  t o  g e t  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  
a s  t o  why under t h e s e  c i rcumstances  w i t h  you l e a v i n g  one day, 
Colonel  HENDERSON t a k i n g  ove r ,  t h i s  t h i n g  happened t h e  nex t  
day? 

A. Well ,  t h i s  i s  extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  be-
l i e v e .  Apparently I f a i l e d  some way t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  t h e s e  
t roops  i f  t h i s  t ype  of  t h i n g  happened. A s  f a r  a s  r e l a t i n g  
it t o  t h e  assumption of command of Colonel  HENDERSON, I r e -
p e a t  t h a t  b r i g a d e ' s  p a r t  i n  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  normal 
o p e r a t i o n ,  was minimal. These t h i n g s  were dec ided  down a t  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  company. The b a t t a l i o n  
would t e l l  them t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  company would 
work o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s .  Now, I ' m  n o t  p a s s i n g  t h e  buck. The 
b a t t a l i o n  commander had t o  approve t h e s e  t h i n g s  and 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  b r igade  and a l l  t h e  way up t h e  c h a i n  of  
command. I can unders tand  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t h e  f i r s t  few 
s t a t emen t s  you made, t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e s ,  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  
i n  an a r e a  th2.t had been a c o n s t a n t  t h o r n  i n  t h e i r  s i d e ,  t h a t  
caused them t r o u b l e ,  t h a t  t h e y ' d  l o s t  people  i n  t h e r e ,  mines 
and booby t r a p s .  They ' re  going t o  do t h i s .  That  I can 
unders tand ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e ,  t h e  gunships  shoo t ing  going 
i n .  But i n  t h e  w i l d e s t  s t r e t c h  o f  my imagina t ion  I cannot  
unders tand Americans, and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o f f i c e r s  and non-
commissioned o f f i c e r s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n ,  p e r m i t t i n g ,  o r  con-
doning t h e  rounding up and s h o o t i n g  of  people .  This  i s  
beyond my b e l i e f  almost  t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  happen. 

Q I could make i t  worse.  

A. And t h e  element you add i n  about  r a p e  and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g  j u s t  shocks me. I d o n ' t  even remember back 
b e f o r e  w e  a c t u a l l y  g o t  i n t o  combat any problems about  V i e t -
namese g i r l s ,  when they  had more t ime f o r  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  
There w a s  no problem t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  I knew. This  s u r p r i s e s  
me. I f  t h i s  d i d  happen, I c a n ' t  t e l l  you why it  happened. 
I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e r e  was a complete breakdown i n  com-
mand, i n  humaneness, o r  what. This  i s  a b i g  s u r p r i s e ,  shock,  
t o  me i f  it happened t h i s  way. I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
~ " o p l el i k e  MEDINA and MICHLES p e r m i t t i n g  t h i s  t o  go on. By 
no  s t r e t c h  of  my imagina t ion  could  I v i s u a l i z e  TRINKLE. Is 
t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  A Company was e v e r  i n  any--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O f  cou r se ,  you r e c a l l  T R I N K L E  was I 

wounded. TRINKLE was n o t  even i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  you were t a l k i n g  about  he had been wounded. 

A. H e  was h i t .  

Q And h i s  company had been taken  ove r  by Captain  
RIGGS. A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t h i s  company was, a s  f a r  a s  we 
know a t  t h e  moment, i t ' s  conce ivab le  t h a t  we might have t o  
look i n t o  t h i s  one a s  w e l l ,  b u t  a t  t h e  moment I have no 
s u s p i c i o n  on Alpha Company. They were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  
a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  a l though they  d i d  t a k e  some c a s u a l t i e s  
from s n i p e r s  and from booby t r a p s  and mines i n  t h e  b lock ing  
p o s i t i o n ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  n o r t h  of t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m ,  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  green.  For  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  they were p r e t t y  w e l l  
i s o l a t e d  from t h e  o t h e r  two companies. 

A .  I d o n ' t  have t h e  answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  be s u r e  you d o n ' t .  W e  d o n ' t  have i t  
e i t h e r .  But one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  
f i g u r e  o u t ,  i s  why t h i s  t h i n g  happened. You've been very 
h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  General  LIPSCOMB, and we ' re  most a p p r e c i a t i v e  
of you coming up. Conceivably you may remember something. 
I f  you g e t  t o  t h i n k i n g  about t h i s  and i f  you can t h i n k  of  
any r a t i o n a l e  which would, n o t  j u s t i f y ,  because a s  you s a i d ,  
a t h i n g  such a s  t h i s  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  b u t  any th ing  t h a t  
would prov ide  a reason  f o r  i t  happening,  i t  would be he lp-
f u l  f o r  us t o  g e t  your i n s i g h t  i n t o  i t .  I f  you do t h i n k  
of any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  o r  i f  you can remember any a d d i t i o n a l  
documents t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  u s ,  t h e s e  a r e  h e l p f u l .  A s  you can 
s e e ,  w e  have numerous documents, and t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a  sma l l  
s m a t t e r i n g  of what we have connected wi th  t h i s .  I f  you have 
anyth ing  t h a t  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s ,  any p i c t u r e s  o r  
any a i r  photos  o r  memos o r  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  ca t ego ry ,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  having those .  

A. Right .  

Q Weyd be happy t o  t r y  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
you may have,  o r ,  i f  you 'd  l i k e ,  w e ' l l  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  
t o  make a s t a t emen t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

A.  Well ,  I f e e l  t h a t  I ' v e  p r e t t y  w e l l  covered every-
th ing .  I t r a i n e d  a l o t  o f  t r o o p s  i n  my 34 y e a r s  o f  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e .  fa'cons idered  t h e s e  f i n e  t r o o p s  and w e l l  t r a i n e d  troops 
because w e  knew what we were t r a i n i n g  f o r  and we were prepared-
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W e  went o v e r  t h e r e  and I t hough t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  do ing  a good 
job,  d i d  do a  good job.  I t hough t  o u r  d i s c i p l i n e  was above 
average .  I t ' s  ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  see a breakdown 
t h a t  cou ld  occu r  t h a t ' s  t h i s  d r a s t i c .  But a g a i n ,  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
t h e  h i g h e r  up you a r e  t h e  less you know about  what  t h e  t r u e  
p i c t u r e  i s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1505 h o u r s ,  2 3  J anua ry  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


NITNESS: MACLACHLAN, W i l l i a m  I .  LTC (USAF) 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 31 January 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A i r  L i a i son  O f f i c e r ,  
11 th  Brigade.  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

MACLACHLAN could n o t  r e c a l l  whether he was b r i e f e d  
about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 )  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Observat ions  whi le  f l y i n g  wi th  HENDERSON. 

A s  h e  r e c a l l e d  it, t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  prep  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  company's i n s e r t i o n ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  it 
(pg. 7 ) .  MACHLACHLAN w a s  aboard HENDERSON'S h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  have a good s e a t  f o r  viewing t h e  
ground, and he could n o t  hea r  any r a d i o  t raniniss ions  
(pgs.  12 ,  1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  speaking t o  h i s  FAC's 
t h a t  morning, and t h e r e  were no a i r s t r i k e s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  While 
over  t h e  a r e a  he r e c a l l e d  looking f o r  t h e  bodies  of t h e  VC 
which t h e  gunships had r e p o r t e d  engaging i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The command group a t tempted t o  d i r e c t  
t roops  t o  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  bodies  and were f i n a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  g e t t i n g  a squad t o  them (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  saw approximately 
150 people  moving a long  t h e  road towards Quang Ngai (pgs.  1 0 ,  
11). He s a w  two bodies  i n  a d i t c h  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of t h e  
road (pg. 1 7 ) .  An H-23 w a s  c i r c l i n g  two people  on t h e  road 
(pg. 1 ) .  MACHLACHLAN's h e l i c o p t e r  landed j u s t  o f f  t h e  road 
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i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, and a  couple  o f  t roops  brought  over  t h e  
suspects,who w e r e  wearing b l ack  pajamas,tand p u t  them aboard 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs.  7 ,  11, 1 2 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  t hey  c i r c l e d  
t h e  a r e a  10 t o  20 minutes and then  f lew t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pgs.  7 ,  1 2 ) .  These persons  were n o t  
searched a f t e r  they  came aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t hey  w e r e  searched  b e f o r e  t hey  boarded 
(pg. 1 2 )  . T h e i r  w r i s t s  w e r e  t i e d ,  b u t  they  were n o t  
r e s t r a i n e d  i n  any o t h e r  way (pg. 1 2 ) .  L a t e r  he heard  t h e s e  
p r i s o n e r s  were PF1s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  knew something about t h e  
H-23 l o c a t i n g  mortar  rounds on H i l l  85 (pg. 1 4 ) .  

b.  ,Act ions  a t  LZ Do t t i e .  

When they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  t hey  spoke t o  
BARKER and CALHOUN i n  t h e  command p o s t  (pgs. 15 ,  16)  . 
KOSTER a r r i v e d  a f t e r  t h i s  and spoke t o  HENDERSON, b u t  
MACHLACHLAN d i d  n o t  know what was s a i d  (pg. 16)  . H e  d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  KOSTER went i n t o  t h e  CP (pg. 20 ) .  While back 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  he  r e c a l l e d  no conversa t ion  about  69 VC K I A  
due t o  a r t i l l e r y  (pgs.  19 ,  2 4 ) .  From t h e  b i t s  of  con-
v e r s a t i o n s  he hea rd  a t  t h e  CP he w a s  under t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was unsuccess fu l  because they  d i d  n o t  
l o c a t e  t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 23) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember a 
conversa t ion  about  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs.  20, 23 ) .  
A f t e r  l eav ing  LZ D o t t i e  they made a few c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  
a r e a  and r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember t h e  v i s i t  of General  DOCEiMAN (pg. 30 ) .  

c .  . O v e r f l i g h t  i n  t h e  0-2- a i r c r a f t .  

Around 1300 he f lew over  My ~ a i  and saw i n  h i s  0-2 
some burning (pgs .  23, 2 5 ) .  He saw some bodies  a long  a  road 
(pg. 26 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see a d i t c h  wi th  a l o t  o f  bodies  i n  it 
(pgs.  26,27) . The U.S. s o l d i e r s  appeared t o  be  s ea rch ing  
t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 9 ) .  H e  r ece ived  no r e p o r t s  fxom h i s  FAC1s 
which desc r ibed  more than  he saw himself  (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  
saw no more than  s i x  t o  e i g h t  bodies  (pg. 4 4 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  ope ra t ion  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  However, t h e r e  w a s  
concern about  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  body t o  weapons count  . 
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r a t i o  (pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  something about  an aero-scout  
h e l i c o p e r  p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 3 2 ) .  Talk about t h i s  d i ed  because it w a s  
never  cor robora ted  (pg. 33) . He d i d  n o t  know where he 
l ea rned  about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  (pgs.  34, 3 6 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  no ex t ens ive  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about  i t ,  and he 
d i d  n o t  know who was checking it o u t  (pg. 3 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember speaking t o  HENDERSON about it (pg. 39) . He knew 
o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a company commander's conduct  
(pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  heard  no th ing  about a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 
a i r  and ground personne l  (pgs. 30, 33) . He heard  no th ing  
about a gunship evacua t ing  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 3 3 ) .  The 
174th t o l d  him noth ing  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  
could n o t  r e c o l l e c t  be ing  ques t ioned  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 34) . H e  never  s a w  any VC propaganda a l l e g i n g  U.S. 
a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about a s i m i l a r  
a l l e g a t i o n  i n  a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  ch i e f  t o  a d i s t r i c t  
ch i e f  (pg. 34 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a chap la in  had re-
ce ived  a complaint  about  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 35) .  He thought  he  r e c a l l e d  a r e p o r t  being 
prepared  by MCKNIGHT,  b u t  he could n o t  relate it t o  a 
s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  (pg. 39) . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Conversat ions  about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tnes s  had no conve r sa t ions  about t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  persons  from t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  anyone e l s e  
s i n c e  it became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge (pgs.  2 ,  3 ) .  

b .  ~ u t i e sa s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

MAcHLACHLAN had t h r e e  forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s  
working f o r  him (pg. 3 ) .  They worked o u t  of  Duc Pho and 
f lew 0-2 t ype  a i r c r a f t  (pg. 3) . They w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  any 
u n i t  i n  t h e  b r iyade  needing reconnaissance o r  t a c t i c a l  a i r  
suppor t  (pg. 3 ) .  He a t t ended  t h e  d a i l y  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  
given by t h e  b r igade  CO (pg. 3 ) .  H e  a s s i s t e d  t h e  S3 i n  
planning a i r  s t r i k e s  (pg. 3) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES -1 

PAGES 
Witness' ske tch  of those 'prepared by t h e  
i n  h e l i c o p t e r  bn 16th.  witness .  8 
Aer ia l  photo of My W i t  o r i en ted  on 
J ,a i  t h e  photo. 9 

Photos handed t o  
~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes wi tness  f o r  h i s  2 8  

t h r u  observat ion.  

- W i t  d id  n o t  observe 
Miscellaneous Scene a rea .  13 

W i t  d id  n o t  observe 
Miscellaneous Scene a rea .  
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he he hea r ing  reconvened a t  0837 hour s ,  31 January 

1970. ) 


I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  Will iam 
I. MACLACHLAN. 

(ZTC MACLACHLAN r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  1 0 ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :] 

RCDR : Colone l ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  
s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Wi l l i am.1 .  MACLACHLAN, L ieu tenan t  Colonel ,  United 
S t a t e s  A i r  Force ,  Detachment 850, A i r  Force ROTC, Un ive r s i t y  
of Utah, S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  Utah. 

I 0 : Colonel  MACLACHLAN, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself h e r e  
t h i s  morning, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE who is  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  M r .  MACCRATE has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, M r .  RESOR, t o  assist  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t e a m  as a l e g a l  counse l .  On my r i g h t  i s  
Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army co lone l  who General  WESTMORELAND 
and h i s  o f f i c e  have appointed as an a s s i s t a n t  t o  m e  i n  t h i s  
i nqu i ry .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen, a s i d e  from m e ,  may 
address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. You should know t h a t  
w e  have o t h e r  groups comparable t o  t h i s  which a r e  l i k e w i s e  
t a k i n g  tes t imoqy from others. And, as you probably know, 
it w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  
t o  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and t o  determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and re-
commendat ions.  

Have you r ead  t h e  p re l imina ry  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  
were p rev ious ly  i s s u e d  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you unders tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
ce rn ing  them? 

A. I unders tand  them, and I have no q u e s t i o n s .  
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Q Colonel  MACLACHLAN, would you s t a t e  your duty  
assignment as of March 1968? 

A.  I w a s  t h e  a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  
~ x i g a d e .  

Q When had you t aken  ove r  t h a t  job, Colonel  MACLACH-
LAN ? 

A .  I was ass igned  a s  t h e  a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  
1 1 t h  i n ,  I would s a y ,  J u l y  1966. That  was when t h e  b r igade  

' w a s  f i r s t  o rgan ized .  I a r r i v e d  about a week be fo re  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  a t  Schof i e l d  Barracks .  

Q - ~ n d ,y o u .  s t a y e d  wi th  them and deployed ove r seas  
wi th  them? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And when d i d  you d e p a r t  from t h e  b r igade?  

A .  I l e f t  t h e  b r igade  on 3 May 1968. 

Q .  Did you remain i n  t h e  country? 

A. No sir.  I r e t u r n e d  t o  S c h o f i e l d  Barracks  and re-
sumed my du ty  i n  H a w a i i .  

Q Who rep laced  you i n  t h i s  c a p a c t i y ?  

A. Major HARTENBARER. I c a n ' t  remember any more of 
h i s  name t h a n  t h a t .  An A i r  Force o f f i c e r .  

Q What w a s  your grade a t  t h e  t ime ,  Colonel  MACLACH-
LAN ? 

A. I was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q This  i n c i d e n t  which we now r e f e r  t o  as t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  know-
ledge  i n  t h e  t i m e  pe r iod  of September o r  October l a s t  y e a r ,  
4 o r  5 months ago, through va r ious  means, t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  
and the  l i k e .  From th .a t  t i m e ,  have you had any conversa t ion  
w i t h  anybody who may have been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade or t h e  America1 Div i s ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i -
den t?  

APP T-287 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. No, s i r ,  no conve r sa t ions .  

Q From t h e  t ime you l e f t  your assignment w i t h  t h e  
b r igade  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime i t  d i d  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge, d i d  you have any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l s  
concerning t h e  ma t t e r  which I have j u s t  mentioned? 

A. No s i r .  ., 

Q I t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l ,  Colonel  MACLACHLAN, 
t o  a l l  of us i f  you, would e x p l a i n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what your  
d u t i e s  were a s  t h e  ALO and p a r t i c u l a r i l y  as  it p e r t a i n s  t o  
t h e  c o n t r o l  of FAC'g and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  ma t t e r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
a v i a t i o n  and your r q l a t i o n s h i p  between y o u r s e l f  and your  
p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  b r igade?  

A. S i r ,  as t h e  ALO I was t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  b r igade  
commander on tact.ic,al a i r  m a t t e r s .  I had wi th  m e  a t  Duc Pho 
t h r e e  forward a i r ' . c o n t r o l l e r s  and a number of  e n l i s t e d  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r s  and r a d i a  'maintenance personne l .  W e  ope ra t ed  one 
o r  two 0-2 t ype  a i r c r a f t ,  which we used on g e n e r a l  reconnais-
sance of t h e  b r igade  A 0  and were a v a i l a b l e  by r a d i o  a t  a l l  
t i m e s  wh i l e  i n  t h e  a i r  o r  on t h e  ground t o  any u n i t  w i t h i n  
t he  b r i g a d e  t h a t  might need a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  matter of  re -
cona issance  o r  s p o t t i n g  o r  t o  c a l l  i n  and c o n t r o l  t a c t i c a l  
f i g h t e r s  i f  they  become necessary .  A s  t h e  ALO I a t t e n d e d  t h e  
d a i l y  s t a f f  meetings t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander conducted i n  
t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q Were you .a lso  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l a y i n g  on planned o r  
immediate a i r  s t r i k e s ?  

A. I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e  Army S3 wi th  
recommendations and s o  f o r t h .  I d i d n ' t  l a y  them on myself .  
I j u s t  a c t e d  a s  a go-between f o r  him wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Who i s  the a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  ALO 
a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name r i g h t  o f f ,  s i r .  It was 
a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  

Q s But they  would submit  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  t o  him, and 
he  would make t h e  e s s e n t i a l  arrangements f o r  l a y i n g  on t a c -
t i c s ?  
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A.  Yes, s i r .  He would go t o  t h e  a i r  s u p ~ o r tcen te r  
a t  Danang f o r  the  a c t u a l  dispatch of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Where were your a i r c r a f t  l o c a t e d ,  your 0-2 ' s?  
Did you have those a t  Duc Pho o r  were they a t  Chu Lai? 

A. They were a t  Duc Pho, s i r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  time I was 
t h e r e .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  l i g h t  a v i a t i o n  t h e r e ,  f ixed-
wing? 

A. No fixed-wing, l i g h t  a v i a t i o n ,  A i r  Force o r  Army, 
were t h e r e  on a fu l l - t ime b a s i s .  Occasionally a fixed-wing 
a i r c r a f t  from t h e  Army would come down and spend t h e  day. 
They were based a t  Chu Lai and would go back i n  t h e  evening. 
Ours s tayed t h e r e  a l l  t he  t ime. 

Q. Well, i n  terms of t h e  VR a i r c r a f t ,  bu t  I under-
s t a n d  they came ou t  of Chu Lai.  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They would come down and spend t h e  
day, and they 'd  go back. 

Q. I ' m  su re  you were aware when Task Force Barker 
was organized? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  purpose of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 
Task Force Barker? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  purpose was t o  t a k e  over  t h i s  ad-
d i t i o n a l  a rea  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  from the--I  be l i eve  it was the  
198th Brigade on a--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if it was a temporary o r  
a permanent b a s i s .  But we d id  have t o  form a t a s k  force  be-
cause we d i d n ' t  have another  b a t t a l i o n  t o  send up t h e r e .  

Q. Well, t h a t  ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  There 's  a lit-
t l e  an t i ceden t  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  t h e  198th had moved 
i n  t o  f i l l  t h e  void of t h e  ROK Marines. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q And then  when t h e  ROK Marines had t o  move o u t ,  t o  
piclc up your s t o r y ,  they had t o  g e t  s0methinc7~tof i l l  i n  u n t i l  
t h e  4/21 a r r i v e d .  You were a l s o  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  ono ra t ion  
of Task Force Barker ou t  i n  t h i s  A O ,  lookinq a t  t h i s  map 
(Exh ib i t  MAP-5) which g e n e r a l l y  speaking i s  no r th  of t h e  Diem 
~ i e mRiver and e a s t  of Highway 1, g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
Bantangan Peninsu la .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And I b e l i e v e  you would a l s o  be cognizan t  o f  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  which they  would conduct from time t o  t ime down i n  t h e  
a r ea  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  which i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-5) 
i n  t h e  orange ,  which is an A 0  e x t e n t i o n  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
General ly  speaking ,  it l ies  between t h e  D i e m  D i e m  and t h e  
Song Tra  Khuc Rivers .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  Task 
Force Barker i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  February? 

A. W e l l ,  i n  February they  d i d  have two o p e r a t i o n s .  
One i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of February,  g e n e r a l l y  p r e t t y  far o u t  
t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  and ano the r  one i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of  February,  
which, looking  a t  t h i s  map ( ~ x h i b i tMAP-1) came o u t  g e n e r a l l y  
about a s  f a r  a s  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  where they  r a n  i n t o  re -
s i s t a n c e .  My Lai  - ( 4 )  i s  down t o  t h e  southwest  of P i n k v i l l e .  
You can s e e  it t h e r e  where you have a d a r k e r  orange.  

A .  Y e s ' ,  s i r .  

Q. And t h e y ' f i n a l l y  had t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  company by 
us ing  A P C ' s .  This  was a combined o p e r a t i o n ,  a l s o  u s ing  
some ARVN t r o o p s  a long wi th  them. Now, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  took p l a c e  i n  March, t h e  middle of March, a c t -
u a l l y  on 16 March, u t i l i z i n g  C/1/20 and B/4/3. I n  a  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  no r th  is  A/3/1. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  the o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  remember 
jqst what day it was on, what t h e  d a t e  w a s .  

Q .  W e l l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h .  What 
was your  f i r s t  knowledge of it a s  you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I t h i n k  I ' m  going t o  have t o  qo back on normal 
e v e n t s  aga in .  W e  normally heard about t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  about 
n o t  even 2 4  hours  ahead of t i m e  i n  my p o s i t j o n .  1 would say 
usua l ly  about noon t h e  day b e f o r e ,  t hey  would b r i e f  me on 
what was planned t h e  nex t  day and i f  they  e i t h e r  wanted a i r  
s t r i k e s  o r  t hey  d i d n ' t .  A s  I r e c a l l  they  d i d n ' t  have any pre-
planned f o r  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s .  But t hey  wanted u s  t o  be i n  t h e  
a i r  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t . t h e  k i cko f f  t i m e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  case they  d i d  need us .  To answer your ques-
t i o n ,  s i r ,  I would say n o t  more t h a n  24  hours  ahead of  t i m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  now l e t  me  focus  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I t h i n k  
I can b r i n g  you r i g h t  down t o  t h e  minute almost. This  day,  -

i f  you recall ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  1 5 t h ,  Gen-
e ra l  LIPSCOMB w a s  r e p l a c e d  by Colonel HENDERSON. So, un-
doubtedly  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a l a r g e  change o f  command ceremony 
t h e r e ,  probably on t h e  a i r f i e l d  a t  Duc Pho o r  o u t  on t h e  pad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So, i f  you can p l a c e  t h a t ,  you can r ecogn ize  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  nex t  day. That may h e l p  you t o  g e t  
back i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A. Y e s - ,  s ir .  I recall  t h e  change of command. I knew 
t h e  command had changed about t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  r e -
member j u s t  what d a t e  t h a t  w a s  e i t h e r .  The change o f  com-
mand w a s  i n  t h e  morning, as I recal l ,  p o s s i b l y  8 o r  9 o ' c l o c k  
i n  t h e  morning. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember whether  I knew about  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  day o r  n o t .  
Honest ly ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q W e l l ,  coming t o  t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  
where w e r e  you l o c a t e d ?  Where would you normally be  l o c a t e d  
du r ing  t h e  conduct of one of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. W e  would g e n e r a l l y  t a k e  t u r n s ,  myse l f ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  forward a i r  c o n t r o l e r s .  One of  us would be  overhead 
about 15 t o  20 minutes b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  due t o  k i c k o f f .  
W e  would be  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  W e  wouldn ' t  be  f l y i n g  d i r e c t l y  
o v e r  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a .  So I may have been i n  t h e  a i r  du r ing  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  or I may n o t  have. I can 't h o n e s t l y  remember 
whether  it w a s  my t u r n  o r  n o t .  I do r e c a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -
mation of r i d i n g  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  command h e l i -
c o p t e r  on one of  t h e s e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  whether it w a s  t h i s  one o r  n o t .  
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Q - What do you remember about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera--
t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  r i d e  on? 

A.  Well ,  it was s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one t h a t  you desc r ibed  
I t  kicked o f f  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, and t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one 
company t h a t  I know of t h a t  was moving i n  from t h e  wes t  o r  
t h e  southwest .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  any A P C ' s  involved .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any. And t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  pre -
p a r a t i o n ,  and t h e  company moved i n .  They had some r e s i s t a n c e  
i n i t i a l l y .  And t h e n ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it calmed down 
q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  I t  d i d n ' t  c o n s i s t  of as much a c t i o n  as  we 
had i n  t h e  p a s t .  The only s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  t h a t  I can re -
c a l l  i s  t h a t  we landed i n  a r i c e  paddy, p icked up two sus-
pec ted  p r i s o n e r s ,  and took them over  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  f lew over  
t h e  a r e a  once o r  t w i c e ,  and then  r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho. I 
t h i n k  we were i n  t h e  a i r  maybe two o r  two and a h a l f  hours  
t h a t  morning. 

Q.  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you were wi th  Colonel HENDERSON on 
t h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  You have brought  o u t  some of  
t h e  i n c i d e n t s .  Did you s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  go i n ?  Was 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s t i l l  f i r i n g  when you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I f  I r e c a l l  w e  were t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i -
c i n i t y  l ook ing  a t  a d i s t a n c e  when t h e  a r t i l T e r y  p r e p  came i n .  
I had t h e  d i sadvantage  of be ing  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r .  I ' m  s u r e  you have r idden  i n  Huey. I f  you s i t  s o r t  
of i n  t h e  middle ,  you c a n ' t  s e e  much o u t  of  e i t h e r  s i d e .  So 
o t h e r  than  s e e i n g  some p u f f s  of smoke, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say  
t h a t  I saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  a i r c r a f t  you were r i d i n g  
i n  had a r a d i o  conso le  i n  it o r  n o t ,  and d i d  it have a r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r  t h e r e  w i t h  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I was s i t t i n g  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  o p e r a t o r  was--I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was an o f f i c e r  
o r  e n l i s t e d  man. I was s i t t i n g  j u s t  t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  though,  
nex t  t o  t h e  conso le .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  wi th  
you t h a t  morning? 
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A. The br igade sergeant  major was i n  the a i r c r a f t .  
I be l i eve  he was s i t t i n q  over i n  t h e  sea-t o n  tile s i d e  0.f. tlic 
console.  And t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q. Would t h a t  be Colonel LUPER? 

A. Colonel LUPER, yes ,  s ir .  And Colonel HENDERSON. 
And I be l i eve  whoever was opera t ing  t h e  console was s i t t i n g  
between myself and Colonel LUPER, but  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  
su re .  

Q. Do you remember Major MCKNIGHT being with you t h a t  
morning? 

A. He may have been t h e  one t h a t  w a s  ope ra t ing  t h e  
r a d i o ,  b u t  I ' m  not  s u r e  whether he was with us t h a t  morning 
o r  not .  I know he went with Colonel HENDERSON genera l ly ,  but  
I don't  r e c a l l  whether he w a s  with us t h a t  morning o r  n o t .  

I0: Colonel MACLACHLAN, would you j u s t  make a  sketch 
t o  show where, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  people were 
s i t t i n g  i n s i d e  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  J u s t  t h e  passengers.  We 
d o n ' t  have t o  have t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  c o p i l o t ,  b u t  j u s t  t h e  
passengers.  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.  H i s  sketch was 
l a t e r  introduced i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  0-8. ) 

I0 : Who w a s  s i t t i n g  t o  your immediate r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  anyone w a s ,  because when we stopped 
t o  pick up those suspected p r i s o n e r s ,  t h a t ' s  where they put  
them. They pu t  th.em between myself and. t h e  door. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning i f  you went i n t o  LZ 
Dot t i e  before  you came i n t o  t h e  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  we landed a t  LZ Dot t i e  before  t h e  
opera t ion .  Maybe I 'm mistaken. I 'm j u s t  guessing a c t u a l l y .  

Q. You had undoubtly known Colonel HENDERSON be fo re ,  
because he was with t h e  br igade s i n c e  before  it was organized. 
This i s  probably t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you had been o u t  with him. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  
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A .  I guess  I rode wi th  him one t ime i n  t h e  command 
a i r c r a f t .  Th.at would.have been t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  t ime ac-
t u a l l y .  

Q I have h e r e ,  Colonel  MACLACHLAN, an a e r i a l  photo 
of t h e  My Lai  (43 a r e a ,  and I w i l l  t a k e  a minute t o  o r i e n t  you. 

(The I 0  o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  t o  E x h i b i t  P-1. ) 

Q. Now does t h i s  look q u i t e  normal t o  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  i n  g e n e r a l .  There was 
a number of t h e s e  l i t t l e  My L a i ' s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I d i d n ' t  
pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  which w a s  which. Is t h i s  t h e  a r e a  t hey  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  n o r t h e a s t  
from t h e r e .  Now do you remember t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g - - i n c i d e n t l y ,  
do you remember t h e  l and ing  zone be ing  o u t  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say I do. I recal l  t h e  t roops  be ing  
t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how they  g o t  t h r e e ,  because we were 
c i r c l i n g  them, and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  some s u s p e c t s  i n  t h e  
rice padd ie s ,  t h e r e  i n  t h e  g r a s s ,  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  c o u l d n ' t  s e e .  
Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t o  where 
t hey  were. 

Q 
i t ?  

W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, w a s n ' t  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  maybe 7 o ' c l o c k  o r  7:30. 

Q Wel l ,  this l and ing  took p l a c e  a t  7:30. I t  s t a r t e d  
about 7:30. The p rep  s t a r t e d  a t  about  7:25,  and t h e  l and ing  
s t a r t e d  a t  7:30. The second l i f t  came i n  a t  7:37 and com-
p l e t e d  a t  7 :SO.  And up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  t r o o p s  had been 
moving g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h i s  l i n e .  So t h a t  b r i n g s  you down t o  
a f a i r l y  r e a s o n a b l e  t ime e lement .  Before t h i s ,  had you seen  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  going i n t o  the a r e a ?  

A. W e l l  a g a i n ,  eve ry th ing  was k ind  of hazy. I can 
re~iremberthey  h.ad an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on one of t h e s e  
o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  n o r t h  edge of one of  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  It  
may have been t h i s  one.  But,  it came from Upt igh t ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was. 
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Q The i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have, Colonel MACLACIILAN, 
i s  t h a t  when t h e  landing was a f f e c t e d  from o u t  of t h i s  general  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a couple of armed VC came o u t ,  and t h e  gun-
s h i p s  took them under f i r e  o u t  i n  here t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  And t h e  gunships k i l l e d  them out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies.  The gunships went about t h e i r  bus iness ,  but  Colonel 
HENDERSON was concerned about p icking  up t h e  weapons from them. 

A. I r e c a l l  looking,  and t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  some bodies ,  
and t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  i f  they had weapons, and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
t roops i n  t h e r e  t o  search  t h e  people.  T h a t ' s  what made me 
th ink  it was over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q W e l l ,  t h i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  we have been able  t o  put 
together--and a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  it i s  determined by a l l  t h e  
evidence t h a t  i t ' s  r i g h t  i n  here  t h a t  it took p lace  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  Two came o u t  of here  a c t u a l l y  and picked up t h e  
weapons. Af te r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  do you r e c a l l  what happened? 

A I can r e c a l l  t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
t roops  i n  on these .  I assume from what you s a i d  it was t h e  
bodies  and t h e  weapons, but  a l l  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  i s  
t h a t  we were looking f o r  and t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  some t roops  i n  
on some suspects .  And it seems t o  me t h a t  they  were f i n a l l y  
success fu l  i n  g e t t i n g  a p a r t  of t h e  squad t h e r e .  And, a s  
c l o s e  as I can remember, we climbed back up t o  a l i t t l e  higher  
a l t i t u d e  and c i r c l e d  f o r  a l i t t l e  while  longer  u n t i l  t h i s  
o t h e r  landing t h a t  we made i n  t h e  a rea .  Do you want me t o  
continue ? 

Q. Well, yes .  

A .  I th ink  it was on t h i s  road he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  
our  people--a l o t  of people were streaming along t h i s  road 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  a r e a .  

Q Heading back towards Quang Ngai, then? 

A. Yes, toward Quang Ngai , yes ,  s ir .  

Q How many people would you e s t i m a t e  were t h e r e  by 
j u s t  looking a t  them? 50? LOO? 200? 
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A.  On what s t r e t c h ,  s i r ?  

Q Along t h e  e n t i r e  road? 

A .  On t h e  e n t i r e  road? Oh, I 'd  have t o  say maybe 1 5 0  
or  200 .  They were s c a t t e r e d  o u t  p r e t t y  w e l l .  It wasn ' t  a 
mass of people .  They were d o t t e d  a l l  a long  t h e  road.  Pro-
bably  more than  j u s t  s i n g l e  f i l e .  

Q. I t  would be  p r e t t y  hard t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  way they  
were a l l  sp read  o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Some were moving a t  a f a i r l y  good pace 
toward Quang Ngai, and some were j u s t  walking a long.  I t  
wasn ' t  a ru sh ing  e x i t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now would you i n d i c a t e  what happened about  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I r e c a l l  t hey  had a couple  of s u s p e c t s  a long  t h e  
road.  Again I b e l i e v e  it was t h i s  road.  It w a s  a f a i r l y  main 
road. The t r o o p s  were having a hard  t i m e  g e t t i n g  them t o  s t o p  
and s t a n d  s t i l l .  I remember hea r ing  them ove r  t h e  r a d i o .  They 
would s t a r t  running ,  and I d o n ' t  know how they  s topped  them. 
Maybe they  s h o t  o v e r  t h e i r  heads o r  something,  and t h e n  
they  would s t o p .  

Q. Did you s e e  an H - 2 3  t h e r e  about  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was an H - 2 3 ,  b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  p i c k  
them up, of course .  I t h i n k  he w a s  down lower c i r c l i n g  t h e  
two people  on t h e  road.  I t ' s  coming back a l i t t l e  b i t  now. 
Trying t o  g e t  them t o  s t a n d  s t i l l .  And, a s  long  as he  c i r c l e d  
them t h e y  would s t a n d  s t i l l .  But ,  I guess a t  t h a t  t i m e  t hey  
decided t o  g e t  down t h e r e  and p ick  them up s o  t h e  t roops  could 
move on,  and t h e  23  wouldn ' t  be t i e d  up. So I b e l i e v e  it was 
about t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  w e  landed j u s t  o f f  t h e  road  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddy, and a couple  t r o o p s  brought  them ove r  and he lped  them 
i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r i g h t  b e s i d e  myself on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q 1  Do you r e c a l l  who it w a s  t h a t  b rought  them i n t o  t h e  
aircraft? 

A. NO, s ir .  They w e r e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q. And how w e r e  t hey  d re s sed?  
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A. They were i n  black pajamas. I be l i eve  they j u s t  
had white  undersh i r t s  and black pajama bottoms. I don ' t  

4 
be l i eve  they had any jackets  on of any type .  They were i n  
white  undersQir ts  and black pajama bottoms, and no o t h e r  
c lo th ing ,  no shoes,  o r  sanda l s ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q And what happened a f t e r  you picked them up? 

A. We c i r c l e d  t h e  a r e a  f o r  another  poss ib ly  10 t o  20 
minutes,  and took them over  t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  and discharged them 
t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  while  you s t i l l  had those  p r i soners  
i n  t h e r e  i f  you flew t o  t h e  e a s t  ou t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
watched t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of Bravo Company? 

A. We may have. I know we flew around f o r  another  1 0  
t o  20 minutes. But as I s a i d  be fo re ,  s ir ,  I could s e e  very 
l i t t l e  of what t h e  colonel  was looking a t .  I know w e  were flying 
genera l ly  over  t h e  area .  

Q. That would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  somebody must have been 
i n  t h a t  s e a t ,  otherwise you would have been t h e r e ,  wouldn't  
you t o  observe what was going on? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h i s  was t h e  only time t h a t  I rode w i t h  4 
him, and I was s o r t  of r e l ega ted  t o  a minor condi t ion  of i m -
portance.  I f  Major MCKNIGHT would have been i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
I t h i n k  he would have been i n  one of t h e  prime viewing s e a t s  
along with Colonel LUPER. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether Major 
MCKNIGHT was with us o r  not .  

Q. Was anybody concerned about those  two PW's? 

A.  W e l l ,  I w a s .  

Q. I can imagine you would have been. 

A. I th ink  t h e i r  w r i s t s  were t i e d ,  but  they weren ' t  
r e s t r a i n e d  i n  any o t h e r  way. 

Q Did anybody search them as  you can remember? 

A .  Not a f t e r  they got  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Well, before  they got  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I don ' t  know. 
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Q Colonel MACLACHLAN, I have some p i c t u r e s  h e r e  taken 
from h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  This  would be 
t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e  (Exhibit  P-196) . I t ' s  s o r t  of south-south-
west.  But you w i l l  n o t i c e  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Do you s e e  t h i s  
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ?  You s s e  t h i s  road going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Here's  t h e  same scene j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  (showing w i t -
ness  Exh ib i t  P-195). Of course ,  you may have been loca ted  
i n  a d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  were you i n  a p o s i t i o n  where 
you could see  something l i k e  t h i s  going on? 

A. Do you mean t h e  genera l  scene? 

Q T h a t t s  r i g h t ,  t h e  smoke. You g e t  some of t h e  
gunships coming i n  here.  You can s e e  t h e  gunship s t r a f e s  
coming i n  t o  he re .  You can a l s o  s e e  t h e  smoke from t h e  ar -
t i l l e r y  prep which i s  on the western end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I wasn ' t  i n  a good enough p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  t h i s  
good a view. They kept  i n  a cons tan t  lef t -hand c i r c l e  and 
I kep t  wai t ing  f o r  them t o  r o l l  o u t  s o  I could s e e  something 
from t h e  right-hand s i d e .  But very seldom d i d  I g e t  any more 
than a glimpse. 

Q When you were i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you have a i r  
communication? Were you hear ing  what t ransmiss ions  were go-
ing  on over t h e  r ad io?  

A. No, s i r .  I f  Colonel HENDERSON wanted t o  t a l k  t o  
m e ,  I th ink  I changed headse ts  w i t h  whoever was s i t t i n g  on 
my l e f t .  

Q That would be t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  

A. I t  would be t h e  r a d i o  opera to r  o r  Colonel LUPER. 
Anyhow, whoever was s i t t i n g  on my l e f t  would g ive  me h i s  
headse t ,  and then  I ' d  give it back. I t h i n k ,  it seems t o  me 
t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON once dur ing  t h a t  f l i g h t .  
I can t remember what it was about ,  though. I t  wasn ' t  about 
a i r  s t r i k e s  I don ' t  b e l i e v e ,  because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we had 
any t h a t  morning. 

Q. To the b e s t  of our  knowledge, t h e r e  were no a i r  
s t r i k e s  on t h i s  day. We have no record .  I t h i n k  it would 
be good t o  have it i n  t h e  record  t o  s e e  i f  you remember t a l k i n g  
t o  your FAC's down here  o r  anybody concerning a i r  s t r i k e s .  
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A .  No, sir.  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  my 
FAC's from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  A l l  I can remember i s  it seems t o  
m e .  I remember p u t t i n g  on t h e  headse t  one t ime and speaking t o  
Colonel ,HENDERSON, bu t  I can'  t remember what it was about.  

Q Did you, e i t h e r  over  t h e  r ad io  o r  by o t h e r  
means, hear  about h e l i c o p t e r s  l o c a t i n g  some mortar rounds on 
t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85 t o  t h e  south? 

A. Well, as  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  have any headse t  a t  t h e  
t ime.  I knew of t h e  l o c a t i n g  of them. This  may have been 
what Colonel HENDERSON asked me about.  O r  I may have heard 
it a f t e r  we landed, I ' m  n o t  su re .  Because we had had mortar 
f i r e d  a t  us from t h i s  p o s i t i o n  on previous opera t ions .  So 
they were watching c l o s e l y .  Aiid I be l i eve  t h e  H-23 landed up 
t h e r e  and searched t h e  a r e a ,  and found mortar rounds,  and 
evidence of some people being t h e r e .  

Q Well, t h a t  r a t h e r  f i t s  with t h e  s t o r y  we have t h a t  
i s ,  t h a t  t h e  H - 2 3  had l o c a t e d  them. He had n o t  landed,  b u t  h i s  
u n i t  landed. I f  you r e c a l l ,  t h e  aero-scouts had a ground ele- C..Y 

ment. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  ground element being i n s e r t e d  t o  aSr 
c lean  up t h e  mortar p o s i t i o n ?  'h 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  somebody was on t h e  ground w 
r-

o t h e r  than  j u s t  f l y i n g  over .  

Q Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  we have been a b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
a s  a f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ground element was i n s e r t e d ,  and they  d i d  
p o l i c e  up f o r t y  60-mill imeter 'rounds. 

Do you remember, as  I mentioned b e f o r e ,  l eav ing  My 
L a i ,  and going over  t o  watch t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  and then  
the i n s e r t i o n  of Bravo Company. Now I probably can r e f r e s h  
your memory a l i t t l e  b i t  because probably Colonel HENDERSON 
may have been a l i t t le  vexed, and probably s o  wi th  Colonel 
LUPER, because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep d i d n ' t  l i f t  when it was 
supposed t o .  A s  a consequence, it was necessary f o r  t h e  
a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  make another  round. I n  o t h e r  words, 
they made a pass a t  t h e  landing zone w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  corn-
i n g  i n ,  s o  they had t o  make another  swing and come back i n .  
That c o s t  them about 5 t o  8 minutes. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  A l l  I can r e c a l l  is  some problem with t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y .  I d o n ' t  remember. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  was t h e  pro-
blem. I remember t h e r e  was a problem wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  e i t h e r  
n o t  coming i n  on t i n e ,  o r  being too  long,  o r  something. 
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Q But you do remember t h e r e  w a s  a problem o u t  some-
where with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  a t  t h a t  t ime,  which would again fix 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Now do you remember anything a f t e r  t h a t  time 
u n t i l  such time a s  you got  back t o  LZ Dott ie?  

A. No, sir ,  except  those  guys s i t t i n g  bes ide  me  t h e r e  
and making s u r e  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  opera t ions .  

Q We have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  maybe t h e s e  people
weren ' t  both s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  bu t  one may have been s i t t i n g  here  
with s o r t  of h i s  back t o  t h e  door ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  ske tch ,  
l a t e r  Exh ib i t  0-8). 

A. No, sir. 

Q. They w e r e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  a longside you? 

A. To my knowledge, t h e r e  was only one s e a t  with s e a t  
b e l t s  between myself and t h e  door,  and they were both jammed 
up next  t o  each o t h e r  and myself. I ' m  almost c e r t a i n  of  t h a t .  

Q - You w e r e  s i t t i n g  p r e t t y  c lose  t o  them a s  t h e  t h r e e  
of you would occupy t h e  t w o  s e a t s ?  

A. Y e s  sir,  I w a s  r i g h t  c lose .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can re-
member. 

Q. W e l l ,  I can understand t h a t .  

A .  My mind i s n ' t  very good on a l o t  of t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q Now when you got  back t o  D o t t i e ,  do you remember 
anything a t  Dot t i e?  

A .  Other than we  went i n  t o  t h e  command p o s t  and t a l k e d  
with Colonel BARKER f o r  a few minutes,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did you t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER? 
D i d  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER? Did you s e e  
Colonel BARKER-

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  I t h i n k  
Colonel BARKER and his S3, Major--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name now, 
b u t  I th ink  they  were both  i n  t h e  command p o s t .  

Q. Do you remember him as being t h e  o l d  S1 of t h e  
br igade? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. H e  was 
t h e  S1--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n q )  Major C U I I O U N ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  When t h e  Task Force Barker  w a s  formed. 

Q- And as you r e c a l l  i t  a t  t h e  moment, Colonel  HEN-
DERSON w a s  t a l k i n g  wi th  Colonel  BARKER and a l s o  w i th  Major 
CALHOUN , t hen?  

A. , Y e s ,  s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  be t o o  s p e c i f i c .  We 
were a l l  ' i n  t h e  command p o s t ,  and people  were convers ing.  The 
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  going on ,  s o  I didn 't g e t  i n t o  t h e  a c t ,  
s o  t o  speak ,  and t a l k  wi th  any of  them myself .  I s o r t  of  
s t a y e d  on t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  i n  a good p o s i t i o n  where you could 
do some good l i s t e n i n g .  Do you remember General  KOSTER 
be ing  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I t h i n k  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  t h i s ,  
j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  we l e f t  t h e  command 
p o s t  and were o u t  i n  ou r  h e l i c o p t e r  when General  KOSTER a r -
r i v e d  b u t  I 'm n o t  c e r t a i n .  

Q Do you remember t h e  conve r sa t ion  between General  
KOSTER and Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Not o t h e r  t han  they  spoke t o  each  o t h e r .  

Q While you w e r e  t h e r e ,  d i d  t hey  de te rmine  who t h e s e  
two i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  t h a t  you picked up? 

A .  Not whi le  w e  were a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  
s i r .  I hea rd  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day about who t h e y  w e r e  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. W e l l ,  maybe you can h e l p  us c l a r i f y  t h i s .  W e  
unders tand t h a t  t h e s e  two were brought  i n ,  and they though t  
they  w e r e  PW's. There had been some d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  General 
KOSTER t o  f i n d  o u t  what u n i t  t hey  came from, whether t hey  
were from t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  o r  n o t .  They had a 
quick readout  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and found t h a t  i n s t e a d  of  P W ' ~  
t h e y ,  i n  f a c t ,  had a couple  of  PF o r  Popular Force s o l d i e r s  
who had been cap tu red  by t h e  V i e t  Cong and had been h e l d  
p r i s o n e r .  So t h a t  when a l l  t h e s e  people w e r e  e scap ing  and 
moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they moved down t h e  road w i t h  
them and when they  had a f i r s t  b r e a k ,  they  r a n  o f f .  This 
e x p l a i n s  t h a t  s o r t  of wierd a c t i o n  down t h e r e .  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  Yes, s i r .  I heard t h i s  s t o r y  l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  I heard it r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e  though. I t  seems 
t o  m e  t h a t  they took them down t o  Quang Ngai before  they found 
out j u s t  who they were. I ' m  not c e r t a i n  though. 

Q Do you remember t h e  S2 of t h e  t a s k  fo rce ,  Captain
KOTOUC? 

A. I know him, yes ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  not  t h e  t a s k  force  had i t s  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I would assume t h a t  they had some, but  I d i d n ' t  s ee  
them i n  the command pos t  a rea .  

Q Now up t o  t h i s  t ime,  you were f l y i n g  around down 
h e r e ,  Colonel MACLACHLAN, and I know you weren ' t  s i t t i n g  
i n  a very good vantage p o i n t ,  but  a s ide  from what you have 
ind ica ted  s o  f a r ,  d id  you s e e  any bodies loca ted  any p lace  
through here?  You know, along t h e  road. Did you s e e  any 
bodies  along Highway 521 o r  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e ,  o r  d i d  you 
see any bodies up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I don ' t - - I  th ink  poss ib ly  r i g h t  a f t e r  
we took o f f  from picking up those--I remember see ing  some. 
I t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  we picked up those  two down t h e r e .  
W e  k ind of took o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  along s i d e  t h e  road,  and it 
seems t o  me t h a t  I saw maybe two o r  t h r e e  o f f  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
road. 

Q. Would it be o f f  t o  t h e  nor th  o r  t h e  south s i d e  of 
t h e  road? 

A .  I t h i n k  they were on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  road 
s o r t  of i n  t h e  d i t c h  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road. 

Q Did you s e e  any U.S. t roops  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. Well, they were s c a t t e r e d  around a l i t t l e  b i t .  
Right near  the bodies I don' t  remember see ing  any. Other 
than  see ing  a s c a t t e r i n g  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  I c a n ' t  re-
member any concent ra t ion  e s p e c i a l l y .  
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Q. W e l l ,  b e f o r e  we l eave  D o t t i e  a g a i n  h e r e ,  M r .  MAC-
CRATE, I ' m  s u r e  you have a few q u e s t i o n s .  

i '  

MR MACCRATE: lDo you remember t h e  name of  t h e  b r igade  se rgean t  
major? 

A. WALSH . 
Q - WALSH? 

A. WALSH, I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  W-A-L-S-H. 

Q. And he was t h e  man s i t t i n g  i n  f r o n t  of you, and 
t h e s e  two p r i s o n e r s  were t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was s i t t i n g  up he re  i n  f r o n t  o f  me. 
I might be mis taken,  though. 

Q. YOU i n d i c a t e d  you heard  l a t e r  i n  t h e  week about t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  two p r i s o n e r s  and what t h a t  had d i sc losed .  
DO you r e c a l l  t he  c i rcumstances  under which you r ece ived  t h a t  
in format ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  I could  t e l l  you when I 
t h i n k  I probably heard  it. 

Q. When w a s  t h a t ?  

A. A t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  evening.  About 5 o r  5:30 
w e  had a d a i l y  s t a f f  meeting.  Now t h i s  is  probably when I 
hea rd  it. 

Q A f t e r  you g o t  back t o  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t h e  H-23 
w a s  having t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  two men on t h e  road ,  c i r c l i n g  
them, and t r y i n g  t o  d e t a i n  them. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q That you overheard what w a s  going on? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what I understood you t o  s ay .  
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A. No. I d i d n ' t  have any earph.ones, s o  I d i d n ' t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  's what I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  whether 
you happened t o  have any earphones a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime .  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q = Do you r e c a l l  how you g o t  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  we landed I t h i n k  I heard--I probably go t  
it by word of mouth, b u t  as fa r  a s  t h a t  goes ,  I d i d n ' t  even 
know why w e  w e r e  l and ing  when w e  s t a r t e d  l e t t i n g  down. A l l  
I know i s  t h a t  w e  were c i r c l i n g  o v e r ,  and I remember s e e i n g  
t h e  H - 2 3  c i r c l i n g  below us .  I d i d n ' t  even know why we were 
l and ing  r e a l l y .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  somebody must have shouted 
t h a t  t hey  were a couple  of  VC and t h a t  w e  were going t o  s e t  
down and p i ck  them up. 

Q Who were t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were jacked i n t o  t h e  
r a d i o  conso le?  

A. A s  I can recal l ,  it would have been Colonel  HEN-
DERSON, Colonel  LUPER, and probably Sergeant  Major WALSH , o r  
Major MCKNIGHT, i f  he w a s  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and t h e  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r .  

Q There w e r e  f o u r  jacks  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  one used 
by t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ?  

I0 ': That  i n c l u d e s  him. 

MR MACCRATE: That  i nc ludes  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  So on ly  
fou r  i n d i v i d u a l s  could be  l i s t e n i n g  a t  one t ime? 

I 

A. I d o n ' t  remember how many. I j u s t  remember t h e r e  
w a s n ' t  enough jacks  s o  t h a t  'I couldn ' t be l i s t e n i n g .  

MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

I0 : W e l l ,  now, when you w e r e  back a t  D o t t i e ,  Colonel  
MACLACHLAN, d i d  you h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  going on about  t h e  
body count  up t o  t h a t  t ime? For example, w e  know t h a t  up 
t o  t h i s  t ime they  had r e p o r t s ,  one r e p o r t  of one be ing  k i l l e d ,  
one r e p o r t  of 1 4 ,  ano the r  r e p o r t  of 69. Now, do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s .  The 
g e n e r a l  impress ion I remember was t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a day t h a t  it 
wasn ' t  r e a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  o r  up t o  t h a t  t i m e  it wasn ' t .  
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Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you went down from t h e  h e l i p a d ,
and you went t o  t h e  TOC,  and you were i n  t h e  TOC e v i d e n t l y  
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON, General  KOSTER, and wi th  Major CAL-
HOUN . 
A. This  is  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  TOC. 

Q Y e s .  Were t hey  a l l  t o g e t h e r  t h e n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  yes s i r .  

Q Now, do you remember any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  
went on t h e r e ?  W a s  t h e r e  any conve r sa t ion  about  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e & ,  o r  any th ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  o r  s e e i n g  people on 
t h e  road ,  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I think--no,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
s a y ,  sir.  The bodies  t h a t  I s a w ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  what o r  
who they  w e r e ,  o r  how they had been k i l l e d ,  whether it had been 
by a r t i l l e r y  preparation o r  whether it w a s  by t h e  t r o o p s .  
But I don 't r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion  about numbers 
of  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  what caused t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q Was t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. No, sir.  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  fou r  
o r  f i v e  of us t h e r e  i n  t h e  C P ,  and i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER's h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  coming i n ,  and I wouldn ' t  
r e a l l y  want t o  s ay  t h a t  it w a s  General  KOSTER t h a t  came 
i n  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I t  could have been t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commander. But I ' m  s u r e  it w a s  one of t h e  two. So t h e n  
we went o u t s i d e ,  because he would be  a r r i v i n g  i n  a few 
minutes.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t hey  met and t a l k e d  down on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  pad f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  t ime .  Then, I t h i n k  Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER went up aga in  and we l e f t .  

Q You l e f t  a f t e r  General  KOSTER? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  General  KOSTER even went i n t o  
t h e  CP. My memory i s  hazy i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h a t .  
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Q I show you here  t h e  log of Task Force Barker f o r  
t h e  16th.  This has been entered  i n t o  t h e  record as  p a r t  of 
Exhib i t  M-16. I f  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  a t  9 :35 it shows t h e  com-
manding genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion,  supposedly General 
KOSTER, a r r i v i n g  a t  LZ Dott ie .  

A .  T h a t ' s  about th.e r i g h t  t ime,  because we were a i r - ,  
borne,  I would say f o r  about an hour and a h a l f  o r  an hour 
and 45 minutes before  we l e f t  f o r  Dot t i e .  

Q Now then ,  Colonel MACLACHLAN, when you l e f t  D o t t i e ,  
what d i d  you do next?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  we went back t o  t h e  a rea  and made pos-
s i b l y  a few c i r c l e s  of t h e  a rea  and then  went back t o  Duc Pho. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  we s tayed i n  t h e  a r e a  any cons iderable  amount 
of time a f t e r  we l e f t  Do t t i e .  We may have gone s t r a i g h t  back 
t o  Duc Pho, I c a n b t  r e c a l l .  

Q .  Well, l e t  me r e f r e s h  your memory about what happen-
ed a f t e r  t h a t ,  because Colonel HENDERSON had an appointment 
t o  make with t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai, i n  Quang Ngai 
c i t y .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  t ime was about 11 o ' c l o c k .  Now do 
you remember t h a t ?  I d o n ' t  know where i n  Quang Ngai City you 
landed, a t  t h e  Tropo Pad o r  whether you landed a t  t h e  soccer  
f i e l d .  

A. I don ' t  remember. I landed i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  
Quang Ngai C i ty ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember landing t h e r e  t h a t  morn-
ing. I thought we had j u s t  gone back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q. Well, when you were f l y i n g  over  what we r e f e r  t o  
now as  My Lai  C 4 ) ,  what a l t i t u d e  were you a t  when you re tu rn -
ed? Did you come i n  h.igh and s t a y  h igh ,  o r  d i d  you come i n  
low and then  make a low overpass? 

A .  I don ' t  be l i eve  we went down low. The only time I 
remember going down low is  when we picked up those  PW's.. 
Otherwise, we s tayed about i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of about 2,000 f e e t  
above t h e  ground. 

Q.  You d i d n ' t  come i n  t h e r e  and make a couple of 
low-.level curves around here  down through t h i s  a rea  and then 
back around? 
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A. Well,  I d o n ' t  want to , say  we d i d n '  t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - ,  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you s a w  a couple  of bodies  
down t h e r e  sou th  of t h e  road ,  two o r  t h r e e  o r  whatever  it w a s .  
W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you s e e  any bodies  any p l ace?  

A. Not wh i l e  I was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  no ,  sir.  I f  
you want m e  t o  go on--I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  some o t h e r  bodies  la ter  
i n  t h e  day when I was f l y i n g  i n  t h e  0-2. 

Q .  W e l l ,  w e ' l l  come t o  t h a t .  But t h a t ' s  f i n e .  Tha t ' s  
what I wanted t o  g e t  a t .  But a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and of  cou r se  you 
weren ' t  s i t t i n g  i n  a good vantage p o i n t  even i f  you had been 
low, b u t  t hen  you might no t  have seen  it wi th  a l l  t h e  obs t ruc -  
t i o n s ,  you know, t h r e e  people  between you and t h e  door.  You 
were f l y i n g  i n  a counterclockwise o r b i t  s o  t o  speak.  So in'  
o t h e r  words, a t  t h i s  time , t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you d idn  't 
see anybody o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ones you have i n d i c a t e d  down t o  t h e  
sou th?  

A. I t h i n k  I s a w  t h o s e  a f t e r  w e  p icked up t h o s e  PW's. 

Q.  Now, when you came back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  Colo-
n e l  MACLACHLAN, what was t h e  cond i t i on  t h a t  you could see i f  
you saw any o f  i t ?  Was some of it be ing  burned ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e  
a l o t  of smoke around,  o r  what d i d  you s e e ?  

A. When w e  g o t  back i n t o  th.e a r e a ?  

Q Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .1 

A. A s  I remember, t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of smoke and 
a couple of f i r e s  s t i l l  burning.  This  p i c t u r e  you showed me 
looks  l i k e  what w a s  happening i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  maybe some of 
t h e  smoke was coming up a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  when w e  came 
back l a t e r .  But I ' v e  seen  s o  many scenes  l i k e  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  know which i s  which. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, you d o n ' t  recall--when you l e f t  
t h i s  a r e a ,  which w a s  sometime b e f o r e  11 o ' c l o c k ,  s o  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON could go down and meet w i t h  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f ,  Colonel  K H I E N ,  d i d  you p o s s i b l y  go w i t h  Colonel  HENDER-
SON t o  m e e t  Colonel  KHIEN. H e  was a l i e n t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  He was t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y .  
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A. No, s ir ,  I never met t h e  province c h i e f ,  but  I 
be l i eve  I met t h e  2d Division commander b r i e f l y  before one 
o the r  opera t ion  i n  t h e  west of t h e  c i t y .  

Q That would be Colonel TOAN? 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  Well, t o  th.e b e s t  of ,your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a l l  
events ,  you went back. t o  LZ Bronco?' 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  happened t h a t  
morning t h a t  might be s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  do 
i n  r econs t ruc t ing  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. No, sir. I remember when we got  back t o  Duc Pho, 
everything was r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  and n o t  much going on. I 
be l i eve  I flew l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. A s  t o  what time it was, 
I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: May I inqu i re  about t h e  morning? There was 
one observat ion t h a t  you made t h a t  I f i n d  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  
YOU s a i d  t h a t  you had t h e  impression when you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  t ak ing  back t h e  p r i soners  t h a t  it was no t  a very suc-
c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion ,  and t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  a t t i t u d e  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  Could you en la rge  upon t h a t  as t o  how and from who 
you got  t h a t  impression? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  th ink  I want t o  name anyone spec i -
f i c a l l y .  I th ink  I got  it 'probably overhearing conversat ions 
and what l i t t l e  I had been a b l e  t o  observe.  They hadn ' t  a c t -
u a l l y  loca ted  this b a t t a l i o n  o r  any p a r t  of it t h a t  they were 
looking f o r .  A l l  they found w a s  some s c a t t e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e .  I 
t h i n k  it was i n  t h e  February opera t ion  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h a t  they d i d  have q u i t e  a b i t  of r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
Ox t h a t  w a s  what they were hoping f o r ,  t o  capture  t h i s  ba t -
t a l i o n  again? 

I0 : Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  while  t h i s  d iscuss ion  
was going on about noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d ?  
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A - , 'No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: +d you do n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  of a 
l a r g e  K I A  f i g u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had some K I A  f i g u r e s  up in - -wel l ,  I ' d  
say maybe i n ,  t h e  8 0 ' s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  P inkv i l l ' e  a r e a  once 
o r  t w i c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  A s  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few o p e r a t i o n s ,  and 
they  were a l l  k ind  of confused i n  my mind t o  a c e r t a i n  ex-
t e n t .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  one of t h e  ones 
where they  a c t u a l l y  had r e s i s t a n c e  and found p a r t s  of t h i s  
b a t t a l i o n .  They never  d i d  f i n d  it a l l ,  I don'  t b e l i e v e .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  when you were a t  - i 
D o t t i e  of 69  VC K I A ?  

A .  No, sir.  I may have heard  it a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f -
i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon ,  what t h e  K I A  was, b u t ,  I don' t 
remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  . 
Q . W e l l ,  it is  very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  indeed ,  t h a t  you g o t  
t h i s  impress ion a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  a t ime subsequent  t o  when they  
r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e i r  l o g  69 VC K I A .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I wasn ' t  on t h e  r a d i o  i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  s o  I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON was say ing .  When w e  went i n t o  t h e  C P ,  I . s o r t  of 
s t ayed  i n  t h e  background, and he and Colonel  BARKER were 
t a l k i n g ,  and I t h i n k  Captain  KOTOUC w a s  k ind  of  i n  and out 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  on t h e  r a d i o  or something. 
Major CALHOUN was on t h e  r a d i o  p a r t  of  t h e  t i m e .  But a s  f a r  
a s  any s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s ,  I hones t ly  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Do you remember any i n q u i r y  coming i n  a t  t h a t  
' t i m e  from Duc Pho? 

A.  N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember any i n q u i r i e s  a t  a l l ,  
no m a t t e r  what it w a s .  

Q W e l l ,  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  up a t  Duc Pho 
of r a i s i n g  a q u e s t i o n  as t o  how many r e p o r t s  t hey  had re-
ce ived  a s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  Again t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  confused because 
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i n  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h c r c  were i n q u i r i e s  back and f o r t h .  Whcn-
ever  I ' d  be i n  t h e  C P ,  they would be t r y i n q  t o  confirm and 
double check c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  on each s i d e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  might have been a r a t h e r  unusual in -
qu i ry .  And you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  coming i n  t h e  
TOC i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod  t h a t  you were t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q - I n  a d d i t i o n  of Colonel BARKER, Captain  KOTOUC, and 
Major CALHOUN, do you remember anyone else i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. W e l l ,  Colonel LUPER accompanied q u i t e  a few. I'm 
n o t  s u r e  i f  Colonel BARKER was i n  t h e r e  wi th  him. 

Q. Was either Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. I 'd  be p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel BLACKLEDGE wasn ' t  
t h e r e .  But I c a n ' t  remember whether Major MCKNIGHT was o r  
no t .  I wouldn ' t  want t o  say f o r  s u r e  e i t h e r  way r e a l l y .  

Q. Do you recall i f  b r igade  Sergeant  Major WALSH ac-
companied the p a r t y  t o  the TOC? 

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  recall whether he  came i n  t h e  TOC 
o r  no t .  I t ' s  a very smal l  bunker,  s o r t  o f ,  and t h e r e  wasn ' t  
an awful l o t  of room i n  t h e r e .  Sergeant  Major WALSH is  p r e t t y  
good s i z e d .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he  w a s  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  
recall s e e i n g  h i m .  

I 0  : W e l l ,  l e t ' s  come down t o  t h e  a f te rnoon.  You ind i -
ca t ed  that you had done some reconno i t e r ing  i n  the 0-2. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  us ,  p l e a s e ,  about what 
t i m e  of t h e  day it w a s  and what you d id?  

A. That is  aga in  very d i f f i c u l t .  I b e l i e v e  I flew 
t h a t  day. I ' d  have t o  go back t o  my reco rds  t o  be s u r e .  And 
i f  I d i d n ' t  g e t  back t o  Duc Pho u n t i l  probably 10 o ' c lock  o r  
a f t e r ,  I probably d i d n ' t  f l y  u n t i l  about--1 o ' c l o c k  our  sche-
d u l e  u s u a l l y  r an .  I t h i n k  w e  had a f l i g h t  t h a t  took o f f  about 
1 o ' c lock ,  and I may have flown t h a t  one. In  f a c t ,  I probably 
d i d ,  because I ' d  usua l ly  t r y  t o  f l y  t h e  s h o r t  one because of 
t h e  s t a f f  meeting. I probably flew t h e  1 o ' c l o c k  one,  and 
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went up t h e r e ,  and Vr 'd t h e  a r e a  aga in .  I t h i n k  I l e f t  o v e r  
H i l l  85,  and it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was p r e t t y  w e l l  
vaca ted  by t h i s  t i m e .  I do r e c a l l  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  bodies  
h e r e ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  I s a w  some j u s t  sou th  of t h i s  a r e a  
maybe a long  t h i s  road.  This  i s  a c a n a l  he re?  

Q That 's r i g h t .  

A. In o t h e r  words, a long  t h e  road.  I remember it w a s  
a long a l i n e  of some type .  

Q. Did you s e e  some bodies  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  a long  t h e  road j u s t  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  want t o  be t h a t  s p e c i f i c .  I t  may have 
been some p l a c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  I had seen  ear l ier  i n  t h e  
day,  and t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any more on t h e  road o r  around? 

A. No, sir.  There might have been two o r  t h r e e  h e r e ,  
o r  a long  i n  h e r e  someplace. I t h i n k  I VR'd t h e  o t h e r  a r e a .  
I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  company w a s  up i n  he re  s o r t  o f  c r eep ing  
through t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any 
r e s i s t a n c e  o t h e r  t han  normal,  booby t r a p s  and mines occasion-
a l l y .  

Q W e l l ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  w e  have,  
Bravo moved o u t  from h e r e  and l aage red  i n  about  t h i s  a r e a .  
C h a r l i e  Company moved s o r t  of e a s t - n o r t h e a s t ,  and t h e  two of 
them jo ined  t o g e t h e r  about i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere around 3 
and 3 : 3 0  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  So we know g e n e r a l l y  where t hey  
l aage red  a longs ide  a cemetery. 

A. T h i s  sounds r i g h t  t o  me. This  i s  about where t hey  
ended up on a couple  of o t h e r s ,  t o o ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  which 
i s  which r e a l l y .  

Q When you were f l y i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  wes t  of M$ Lai 
( 4 )  , d i d  you by chance f l y  o v e r  t h i s  a r e a  and obs'erve a d i t c h  

wi th  a l o t  of bodies  i n  it and l a y i n g  a long  s i d e  t h e  l i p  of  it? 
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A .  No, sir.  No, s ir ,  I remember see ing  t h e s e ,  bu t  I 
th ink  it was along t h i s  road he re .  I don' t remember t h i s  road 
o r  t h e  bu i l t -up  p lace  t h e r e  e s p e c i a l l y .  I recognize  t h i s  road.  
I n  f a c t ,  w e  u sua l ly  s t ayed  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of about 1,500 o r  
2,000 f e e t  un le s s  t h e r e  was something s p e c i f i c  down t h e r e ,  
t hen  w e  dropped down t o  check more c l o s e l y .  

Q. Did you have an observer  wi th  you? 

A. I would have t o  say no,  because gene ra l ly  I didn I t .  

Occasional ly  we" take one of th.e Army observers  either from 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  from t h e  M I  detachment, bu t  very seldom. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel MACLACHLAN, a s  you f lew back i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon do you r e c a l l  i f  e i t h e r  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet ,  o r  i n  any 
of t h e s e  o t h e r  hamlets t h a t  they have ex tending  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
and o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  you saw any smoke o r  any i n d i c a t i o n s  
of s u b s t a n t i a l  burning.  

A. W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  say.  No, sir ,  n o t  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y .  Genera l ly ,  when t h e  t r o o p s  search  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  oc-
c a s i o n a l l y  t h e y ' l l  burn a hu t  f o r  some reason o r  ano the r ,  and 
y o u ' l l  see t h e  f i r e  and smoke s t a r t  up f o r  10 o r  15 minutes.  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  say.  

Q. My ques t ion  extends t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  ope ra t ion  o f  
Bravo Company as w e l l ,  s t a r t i n g  up from t h e  south  t o  j o i n  i n  
wi th  C h a r l i e  Company. 

A. W e l l ,  aga in ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  say.  But from my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  area t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any hootches ,  o r  h u t s  
o r  whatever you. want t o  c a l l  them i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  burn.  This  
was p r e t t y  much a devas t a t ed  a rea .  A s  I unders tand from what 
t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  on the ground i n  t h e r e  s a i d ,  t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of  caves and tunne l  en t r ances  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

I0 : W e l l ,  are you t a l k i n g  gene ra l ly  about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  now? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. So t h e s e  were inhab i t ed  hamle ts .  There 
w e r e  people i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  g reen ,  and t h e r e  weren ' t  
g r a s s  h u t s  and s o  f o r t h  a s  you could see a l i t t l e  b i t  over  t o  
t h e  w e s t  from t h e r e .  
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Q I have h e r e ,  Colonel  MACLACHLAN, some p i c t u r e s  which  
I would l i k e  t o  show you and ask  i f  any of t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  here  
a r e  comparable t o  anyth ing  you s a w .  Of cou r se ,  t h e s e  are 

' g r o u n d  p i c t u r e s ,  and you a re s look ing  overhead a t  1,500 t o  2,000 
f e e t .  I recognize  the problem. 

( I 0  hands w i t n e s s  photographs ,  E x h i b i t s  P-26C t h r u  
P-42C. ) 

A. This  looks  more l i k e  something I may have seen  
( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t s  P-31C, P-38C, P-39C, and P-41C) . I d i d n ' t  
see any, w e l l ,  you know, l i t t l e  k i d s  o r  g r e a t  b i g  bunches of 
people  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Well,  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  group t h a t  I ' m  a sk ing
about h e r e ,  t h i s  one (Exh ib i t  P-41C) , as t o  whether  you had 
seen  t h a t  group of people  on t h e  road immediately sou th  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  t h e  same area. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Th is  (Exh ib i t  P-31C) i s n ' t  t h e  scene 
t h a t  I s a w .  I t ' s  more l i k e  what I s a w .  There  w a s  two o r  t h r e e  
s c a t t e r e d  around. I remember s e e i n g  some animals  i n  h e r e .  

Q. That p i c t u r e  w a s  supposed t o  have been t aken  r i g h t
a long  i n  h e r e c i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-1) , up i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
heading e a s t - n o r t h e a s t .  You can see t h e  trees a long  h e r e ,  t h e  
hedgerow, o r  t h e  c a n a l .  

A. This  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  t h a t  road.  Is t h i s  supposed 
t o  be  this  road? 

Q Y e s .  

A .  I t  s u r e  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it. It was a p r e t t y  good-
s i z e d  road.  You could  d r i v e  an automobile on it. Maybe even 
two ways, a lmos t ,  n o t  q u i t e ,  though. 

Q. W e l l ,  from what I observed of i t ,  it i s  q u i t e  a 
wide road.  M r .  MACCRATE and myself have been t r y i n g  t o  p l ace  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  The photograph-er p u t s  them i n  one p l a c e ,  and 
w e ,  frankly--.I do a t  leas t - . -put  them i n  ano the r .  

A. W e l l ,  it c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  t h i s  main road. 
This  one o r  this  one could p o s s i b l y  be t h i s  road i n  he re  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-1, P-s31C, and P-41C)  . But ,  none o f  t hese  
look l i k e  t h a t  road.  This  one looks  a l i t t l e  b i t w i d e r .  
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Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you observe anything e l s e  t h a t  a f te rnoon 
f l y i n g  around i n  your 0-2? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I even t a l k e d  t o  anybody 
t h a t  a f te rnoon.  It seems t o  m e  t h a t  they w e r e  j u s t  search ing  
and going through t h e  area. This  i s  j u s t  t h e  gene ra l  impres-
s i o n  I have o f ,  that p a r t i c u l a r  day. A f t e r  t h a t  i n i t i a l  resis-
t a n c e  maybe up till 8 o r  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  i n  t h e  morning, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  much. I c a n ' t  remember, bu t  poss ib ly  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day 
when they g o t  over  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a ,  they might have run i n t o  
some more. And I c a l l e d  a i r  s t r i k e s  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  a t  l e a s t  
two d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h i s  day. I 
t h i n k  it was probably on t h e  one i n  February. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any r e p o r t s ,  Colonel MACLACHLAN, 
o r  s e e i n g  anyth ing  over  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Bravo Company i n  t h e  a r e a  
j u s t  south  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q Coming back now, do you r e c a l l  whether you a t t ended  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  that n i g h t  o r  n o t  a t  t h e  br igade?  

A. I assume I d i d ,  sir. I very seldom missed one. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  were r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
evening a t  t h e  5 o + c l o c k  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  128 VC 
K I A ,  2 U.  S. k i l l e d ,  11 U. S .  wounded, and 3 weapons captured .  
Do you recall those?  

A. I c a n t t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s .  I r e c a l l  on 
an ope ra t ion  i n  t h a t  area t h a t  t hey  had q u i t e  a  high VC K I A  
f i g u r e  w i t h  a very low number of weapons. Th i s  may be t h e  one 
t h a t  I remember. I t  w a s  very d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n  o t h e r  words. 
But most of them w e r e .  For some reason o r  o t h e r ,  t h e y ' d  g a t h e r  
up t h e s e  weapons and h ide  them, and t h e  t r o o p s  never  used t o  
s e e m  t o  f i n d  them. They knew t h a t  they  g o t  s h o t  a t  a l o t ,  b u t  
when they g o t  t h e r e ,  they couldn 't f i n d  t h e  weapons . 
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Q Well, I can understand t h a t  on a ' s m a l l  opera t ion .
But on a b i g  opera t ion  were they k i l l  128 o r  s o ,  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  
many l e f t  t o  be po l i c ing  up weapons. 

A. Well, I remember on one opera t ion ,  they were q u i t e  
d i sp ropor t iona te .  These f i g u r e s  don 't r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q. Do you, by chance, remember any d i scuss ion  concern-
ing  t h i s  weapons s i t u a t i o n ?  

A .  Not o t h e r  than  what t h e  br igade commander would nor-
mally say i s ,  "Why c a n ' t  they f i n d  them?" o r  something of t h a t  
s o r t .  

Q.  W e l l ,  again w e  come back t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  it was 
Colonel HENDERSON'S f i r s t  day as  t h e  br igade commander. And 
maybe comments from t h e  new brigade commander might s t i c k  i n  
your mind. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I can ' t  r e a l l y  remember. I s o r t  of 
have a p i c t u r e  i n  my mind t h a t  t h i s  was probably t h e  f i r s t  s t a f f  
m e t i n g  of h i s ,  and it was usual  a t  t h e  end t h a t  t h e  br igade 
commander would g e t  up and give h i s  s o r t  of summary of t h e  day's 
ope ra t ions ,  and what could have been done b e t t e r ,  and maybe a 
l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  plans f o r  t h e  next  day. Probably nothing ( 
s i g n i f i c a n t  comes t o  mind a s  t o  what he may have s t a t e d .  I ' v e  
heard them s o  many t i m e s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  weapons t h a t  t h e  
weapons were more important than t h e  bodies .  So, aga in ,  i t ' s  
s o r t  of a jumble i n  my mind. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  th . i s  af ternoon t h a t  t h e  br igade had 
a v i s i t o r  who stopped, I t h i n k ,  i n i t i a l l y  a t  Bronco f o r  a l i t t l e  
while  and went from Bronco t o  Dot t ie?  General KOSTER came i n  
and m e t  General DOLEMAN. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say I do. I know General DOLEMAN, 
b u t  I d o n " t  r e c a l l  wh.ether I ever  saw h i m .  

Q.  You s a w  General DOLEMAN i n  Hawaii then? 

A. Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  him a t  Bronco. 
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Q Well,  a f t e r  he r e t i r e d ,  he headed a s p e c i a l  s tudy  
group on s t r a t e g i c  cornrnumications. And i n  t h e  process  of i t ,  
he s topped by h e r e .  We know from t h e  logs  t h a t  he  w a s  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  wi th  General  KOSTER a c t u a l l y  about 4 :30 t h a t  af  ternoon.  
Of cou r se ,  i f  you had been f l y i n g  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h i s  may a l s o  
have s e t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t i m e ,  m i g h t n ' t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  I had been f l y i n g  and I went a t  t h e  normal 
t i m e ,  about 1, I was probably back on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t ime 
g e t t i n g  ready t o  go t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I t h i n k  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  
e i t h e r  a t  5 o r  5:30.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  day of any a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t s
from your FAC a i r c r a f t  o r  from even g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  from t h e  
VR a i r c r a f t  about  s e e i n g  anyth ing  unusual  o u t  i n  t h i s  My La i  

' ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. No, no t  from t h e  V R ' s .  My own FAC's t h a t  w e r e  up 
du r ing  t h e  day confirmed p r e t t y  much what I had seen  i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  I ' v e  a l r eady  r e l a t e d  t o  you. My one FAC, Major HANKS, 
who I unders tand y o u ' r e  going t o  t a l k  t o  a l s o ,  is--oh, I d o n ' t  
know how you vould  d e s c r i b e  him. H e  w a s  an eagle-eye type .  
And i f  I remember, he confirmed what I had seen  and p o s s i b l y  
mentioned a few more t h i n g s ,  bodies  o r  something,  which h e  had 
seen.  But ,  a g a i n ,  t h i s  is  a normal r e p o r t  t h a t  he  would come 
back wi th  a f t e r  most o p e r a t i o n s .  So, I c a n ' t  recall whether 
it w a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one o r  n o t .  

Q. When you came back from one of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
d i d  you f i l e  a r e p o r t  of any k ind?  

A. W e  would check w i t h  t h e  TOC and more o r  less t e l l  
them what w e  had seen  t h a t  may be of i n t e r e s t  - t o  them t h a t  t h e y  
h a d n ' t  , a l ready  recorded.  Normally on t h i s  t y p e  of an o p e r a t i o n  
where t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of t r o o p s  i n  t h e  area, w e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y ,  
because they  a l r e a d y  had a l l  t h e  in format ion .  Most o f  o u r  
r e p o r t s  c o n s i s t  of  a VR o u t  i n  t h e  f r i n g e s  of  t h e  AO, and w e  
would make a r e p o r t  on i n t e l l i g e n c e  d a t a  t h a t  w e  t h i n k  w e  may 
have c o l l e c t e d  and g ive  it t o  t h e  S2. 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  head-. 
q u a r t e r s  about  t h i s  t ime? Did you g e t  any k ind  of  f e e l  a t  a l l  
f o r  any th ing  t h a t  w a s  unusual? 

A. No, sir.  
. , 
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Q - Did you h e a r  through your  a v i a t o r s  o r  h e a r  Army and 
A i r  Force  a v i a t o r s  t o g e t h e r  "g rapev ine"  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  p i l o t s  
t h a t  had been f l y i n g  t h a t  day had r e p o r t e d  through h i s  c h a i n  of 
command t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  h e r e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h i s  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  When I r e a d  t h i s  i n  t h e  newspaper t ha t - -
y e s ,  I remember a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  from Chu La i  r e p o r t i n g  some 
unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  and t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
on t h e  c i rcumstances  a s  t o  whether  it was t r u e  o r  n o t .  Whether 
it w a s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay .  

Q W e l l ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t  what you r e a d  i n  t h e  
paper?  

A. W e l l ,  when I r e a d  it i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  it came back t o  
m e .  And I remembered t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had r e p o r t e d  
something a t  one t i m e .  

Q D o  you remember what you hea rd  and who you had heard 
it from? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who I hea rd  it from, s i r .  The re-
p o r t  t h a t  came back i n t o  my mind a f t e r  I r e a d  t h e  newspaper I 

was t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  from Chu L a i ,  and I assume it was 
one of  t h e  ae ro-scou t s ,  had r e p o r t e d  some unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g .  
And t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  I can r e a l l y  remember t h a t  popped back 
i n t o  my mind. When I f i r s t  r e a d  about  t h i s  My La i  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  l a s t  September o r  October  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  conce ive  
o f  why, o r  who, o r  what t h e  c i r cums t ances ,  o r  what t h e  reason  
f o r  it was. Then I r e a d  an  ar t ic le  about  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  and t h a t  s o r t  of  r e f r e s h e d  my memory. I do remember t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  something,  b u t  i f  you had asked  
m e  b e f o r e ,  I wou ldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  t e l l  you whe ther  i t  
w a s  i n  February ,  o r  March, o r  j u s t  when it was t h a t  h e  r epo r t ed  
it. 

Q Aside from p o s s i b l y  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  d i d  
you h e a r  any th ing  abou t  a  p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o r  r a t h e r  vio-
l e n t  d i sagreement  between some of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  and 
some of  t h e  ground t r o o p s ?  
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A. No, s ir .  I j u s t  remembered t h e r e  was a r e p o r t ,  
and d o n ' t  t h ink  I even heard t h a t  a t  t h e  s t a f f  meeting. A s  I 
s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  remember who I heard it from, b u t , I  remember 
t h e r e  was some disagreement. I n  o t h e r  words, people cou ldn ' t  
be l i eve  what he s a i d  was t r u e ,  t h i s  type  of a t h i n g .  And I 
remember having some doubts myself a s  t o  t h e  v e r a c i t y  of h is !  
r e p o r t  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  now, had you heard anything about a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  landing and t a l k i n g  with some of t h e  ground 
t roops ,  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he landed and picked up a wounded boy, 
o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he evacuated some of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from one 
a rea  and moved them t o  another  a r e a .  Have you heard anythinq 
about t h a t ?  

A .  Evacuating some of t h e  wounded c i v i l i a n s  i s  normal, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing anything s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. How about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one of t h e  gunships had 
landed t o  evacuate one of t h e  people? 

A. I would be l i eve  it because t h i s  w a s  f a i r l y  normal. 
I f  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any f i r i n g  and t h e r e  were some wounded people,  
they would very o f t e n  t r y  t o  he lp  them. hut any s p e c i f i c s ,  I 
c a n ' t  say. 

Q- You mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you heard t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  What d i d  you hear  about t h a t ?  

A. , Well, I j u s t  heard t h a t  they were checking on t h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r epor t .  The r e s u l t s ,  o r  being involved i n  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I never heard any more about it. In  f a c t ,  
a l l  I can' remember i s  t h a t  it s o r t  of d ied  away, and it was 
ev iden t ly  no t  cor robora ted ,  o r  something of t h i s  s o r t ,  because 
I can remember t h e  r e p o r t  and I can remember they  were check-
ing i n t o  i t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember anymore a f t e r  t h a t .  In o t h e r  
words, the re ,  wasnrt any b ig  blow-up, o r  "By g ~ s h ,what he 
s a i d  i s  t rue!"  o r  apything l i k e  t h a t .  

I 

Q Were they i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  h e l i c b p t e r  p i l o t  f o r  
reporting'  o r  we,re they i n v e s t i g a t i n g  h i s  r e p o r t ?  

L 

A. ', Well, h i s  r e p o r t  i s  what I r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  where you go t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  about  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Was it from t h e  S2,  o r  t h e  S3  shop ,  o r  was 
it from Colone l  HENDERSON where it came from? 

A. 'No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember who I g o t  it from. 

Q Did you h e a r  any a d d i t i o n a l  t a l k  around t h e  a v i a t i o n  
boo th ,  o r  ove r  i n  t h e  174 th  Av ia t i on  Company, o r  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  
Br igade f l i g h t  detachment? 

A.  No. I had a lmos t  no c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  174 th .  I 
would see Major SMITH, t h e  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  on a d a i l y  
b a s i s ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  maybe once a week o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  But I d o n ' t  recall  k a l k i n g  w i th  any of  them on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  come around t o  you and ask  you i f  
you s a w  any th ing ,  o r  i f  your  FAC's had s e e n  any th ing ,  o r  t a k e  
a s t a t e m e n t  from you o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I can say  f o r  s u r e  i s  t h a t  
t h e y  d i d n ' t  t a k e  any k ind  of  a sworn o r  unsworn s t a t emen t .  
They may have asked m e  some q u e s t i o n s  on it, b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  any th ing  s p e c i f i c .  They may have asked m e  what my op in ion  
w a s  a s  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t  w a s n ' t  such 
a b i g  t h i n g  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  it a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Did you h e a r  of  any o t h e r  k ind  of  r e p o r t  which may 
have a l l u d e d  t o  something unusual  hav ing  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  on t h a t  day,  such a s  VC propaganda of  any form, whether  
it be b r o a d c a s t ,  o r  l e a f l e t s ,  o r  s l o g a n s ,  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  
s o r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Had you heard  any th ing  about  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  r e p o r t -
i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  i n  t u r n  re-
p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been more 
t h a n  a few c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Had you heard  t h a t  Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  KHIEN 
w e r e  u p s e t  about  t h e  American a c t i v i t i e s ?  
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A .  N O ,  sir.  

Q. Did you eve r  h e a r  of a chap la in  from d i v i s i o n ,  o r  
frbm t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  anyplace t a l k i n g  i n  terms o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  h e  had r e c e b e d  a r e p o r t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c iv -
i l i a n s ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  MACLACHLAN, a t  Duc Pho who w e r e  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  w i th  whom you w e r e  b i l l e t e d ?  

A .  W e  w e r e  b i l l e t e d  by o u r s e l v e s  i n  o u r  own, w e l l ,  
you could say  A i r  Force t e n t .  My s e l f ,  Major HANKS,  Major 
GOLDEN, and Captain  BROWN. And, i n  f a c t ,  we had ou r  own lit-
t l e  A i r  Force a r e a  more o r  less. Our t a c  a i r  c o n t r o l  p a r t y  
w a s  i n  ano the r  l i t t l e  t e n t  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o u r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  
And ou r  airmen w e r e  i n  ano the r  one j u s t  b e s i d e  it. And we 
were l o c a t e d  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  TOC, about 15  o'r 20 f e e t  from 
t h e  r e a r  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  TOC. Th is  may be one reason why I 
d i d n ' t  overhear  o r  g e t  involved i n  any of  t h e  conve r sa t ions .  
The b r i g a d e  s k a f f  o f f i c e r s  a l l  l i v e d  i n  a n o t h e r  a r e a  up on a 
h i l l  q u i t e  a ways from t h e  TOC. The 3d of t h e  4 t h  Brigade (s ic)  
which had been i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  had t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r range-  
ment e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and w e  concurred i n  it because I f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  ALO should  be  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  TOC. So we s t a y e d  r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  that a r e a  more or l e s s  i s o l a t e d  away. 

Q. W e l l ,  wasn ' t  t h e r e  a common m e s s ,  t h e  b r igade  
commander's m e s s ,  t h a t  you went t o  t o  t a k e  your meals? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  And you s p e n t  your l e i s u r e  t i m e ,  such as it i s  
under t h o s e  c i rcumstances ,  i n  t h e  company of  some of  t h e  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  who were n o t  i n  t h e  A i r  Force detachment,  I g a t h e r ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  s i r .  I saw some of t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
a t  t h e  m e s s  f o r  meals ,  b u t  as f a r  as any s o c i a l i z i n g  and b u l l  
s e s s i o n s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  tha t ,  t h e r e  just w e r e  none. Every-
body w a s  either busy working o r  s l e e p i n g  a lmost .  And be ing  
b i l l e t e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  a r e a s ,  w e  had o u r  own w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s ,  
mvself and t h e  FAC "s d i d n ' t  have very much c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  
Army personne l .  , 
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Q Well, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  th ink  about when you f i r s t  
heard about t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r epor t  and i n  what c i r -
cumstances. Was it i n  t h e  course of t h e  morning of t h e  oper-
a t i o n  when it came over t h e  a v i a t i o n  n e t ?  Was it while  you 
were f ly ing?  O r ,  w a s  it a f t e r  you re tu rned  t o  Duc Pho? 

A. It  would be t h e  l a t t e r ,  s i r .  It may not  have been 
t h a t  day. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  be t h a t  day. I t  seems t o  me 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  would have been l a t e  t h a t  day o r  probably t h e  
next day t h a t  I heard about it. And it seems t o  me it 
was kind of removed from t h e  opera t ion  when I heard about it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where you were when you heard about 
i t ?  

A. No; sir.  I don' t  r e c a l l  who I s p e c i f i c a l l y  heard 
about it from. I j u s t  remember hearing t h i s  r e p o r t .  And 
t h a t  came back t o  me a f t e r  I read  it i n  t h e  newspapers. 

Q. W e l l ,  it sometimes t akes  a few minutes t o  put
t h e s e  t h i n g s  toge the r .  But you do d i s a s s o c i a t e  it from t h e  
opera t ion  i t s e l f ?  You do r e c a l l  t h a t  it was a time subsequent? 
There must be something more t h e r e ,  i f  you w i l l  r e f l e c t  upon 
it--where you were, what your movements were--that would be 
t h e  kind of circumstance i n  which you would hear  such th ings .  
Now, I suppose t h a t  you wouldn't  be p icking  it up down where 
you a r e  b i l l e t e d ,  b u t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, you ' re  15  f e e t  from 
' t h e  TOC, and you do go i n  t h e  TOC. You r e c a l l  t h e  way t h e  
TOC was arranged w i t h  t h e  S 3  se rgean t  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  t a b l e ,  
and t h e  'S2 sergeant  across  from him. You remember t h e  S 3  
a s s i s t a n t ,  perhaps,  Captain HENDERSON. And you a l s o  remember 
Major MCKNIGHT i n  and out  of t h e  TOC. Do any of t h e s e  th ings  
h e l p  you t o  put toge the r  what you heard and where you heard 
i t ?  

A. I 'm so r ry .  But my norinal a c t i v i t i e s  I accounted 
f o r  you. Maybe you can understand. I ' d  e a t  and we ' d  t a l k  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  over t h e  b reakfas t  t a b l e ,  o r  t h e  lunch t a b l e ,  o r  
expec ia l ly  a t  dinner .  We'd spend a l i t t l e  more time a t  t h e  
evening meal. 

Q And with whom would t h a t  be? 
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A .  ' W e l l ,  it would be  wi th  anyone who happened t o  be 
t h e r e .  A l l  of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  were t h e r e ,  S1, 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3, myself .  And Major HANKS and Major GOLDEN 
would be  t h e r e ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  c o l o n e l .  And t h e n  I 
would go i n t o  t h e  S2 t e n t  i n  t h e  evening a f t e r  supper  t o  s e e  
i f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  o r  any new informat ion  of t h e  n e x t  days 
a c t i v i t i e s .  And then  I ' d  u s u a l l y  check wi th  t h e  S3 e i t h e r  i n  
h i s  o f f i c e  o r  i n  t h e  TOC. Before I went t o  bed l a t e r  i n  t h e  
evening t o  see i f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  going on. But ,  o t h e r  
t han  t h i s  l i t t l e  c i r c l e  of p l a c e s ,  I never  r e a l l y  g o t  o u t s i d e  
of t h a t  a r ea .  When I heard  it, it would have t o  have been one 
of t h e s e  p l a c e s .  But whether I hea rd  it i n  t h e  TOC, o r  t h e  
S2 t e n t ,  o r  S3 t e n t ,  ar  i n  t h e  messha l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  t ime t h a t  you heard  about i t ,  had 
they  y e t  p repared  t h e  r e p o r t  on i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  any 
e x t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l .  T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  su r -
p r i s e d  me when I read  about it i n  t h e  paper ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been an e x t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Because I remember t h a t  
t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  ' s  r e p o r t ,  and it w a s  be ing  checked, 
ou t .  And beyond t h i s ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay .  I even asked t h e  
nex t  day what t h e  r e s u l t s  of it were. 

Q You remember who was checking it o u t ?  

A. NO, s i r .  I would assume t h a t  it would be  some of  
t h e  Task Force Barker people .  

Q. Colone l ,  ou r  i n fo rma t ion  is  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  t h e  
company of  people  who had a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do wi th  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n .  And I ,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  f i n d  it unbe l ievable  t h a t  
you cannot  r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  they  s a i d  t o  you about which 
w e  have heard .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  very ha rd  on t h i s ,  be-
cause you have been p laced  i n  t h e  company of people  who were 
working on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
you were a p a r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  you w e r e  t h e r e  
when t h i s  w a s  be ing  d i scussed .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  they  would have asked m e  q u e s t i o n s  about 
it, and I would have asked my o t h e r  FAC's t o o .  And what I 
t o l d  them--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But you keep say ing  " they.  " 

A. Those are t h i n g s  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

Q. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  you t h i n k  about  i t ,  you can h e l p  
i d e n t i f y  some of t h e  " theys"  who were t a l k i n g  t o  you about 
t h i s .  This  w a s  a command r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  w a s  g iven t o  
some of t h e  people  w i t h  whom you were r e g u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t i n g  
and of whom you were speaking today.  

A. I can t e l l  you who it probably could  have been,  but  
a s  f a r  as them a c t u a l l y  s i t t i n g  down wi th  me and t r y i n g  t o ,  
l i k e  w e  a r e  today ,  t r y i n g  t o  d i g  even t s  up and p i n p o i n t  th ings-

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now t h e r e ' s  no sugges t ion  t h a t  
it w a s  t h a t  k ind  of a conve r sa t ion .  

A. Th i s  is  why it d o e s n ' t ,  l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e  r e c a l l  
any s t a t emen t s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I could  have remembered 
s i t t i n g  down and thoroughly d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m a t t e r .  

Q - W e l l  who are t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  you are i d e n t i f y i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would i d e n t i f y  Major MCKNIGHT,  and Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE as t h e  ones t h a t  I probably t a l k e d  t o  about t h i s  
m e s s .  But h o n e s t l y  I c a n ' t  remember. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  
when t h e  newspaper r e p o r t s  came o u t  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I thought  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I remember t h e r e  w a s  one,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  it t o  any e x t e n t  a t  a l l .  

Q Do'you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  LUPER about  
t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  see Colonel  LUPER very o f t e n .  
H e  u s u a l l y  came t o  the br igade  mess i n  t h e  evenings ,  I t h i n k ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  I t  seems t o  m e  he a t e  i n  
h i s  own mess, because h i s  a r t i l l e r y  headqua r t e r s  was on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e ,  q u i t e  a way on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  Bronco. 

. Q - Do you r e c a l l  any r e l a t i o n  of Colonel  LUPER t o  
' t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as b r i e f  and as l i m i t e d  as it may have 
been? 
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N O ,  sir.  

Q - Do you remember any conversa t ion  wi th  Colonel  HEN-
DERSON about t h i s ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Again I can say  I probably 
t a l k e d  w i t h  him, because I t a l k e d  wi th  him every  evening as a 
g e n e r a l  r u l e  i n  t h e  TOC about what had gone on du r ing  t h e  
day,  and what w a s  planned t h e  nex t  day,  and s o  f o r t h .  AS f a r  
a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  answering ques t ions  and t h e n  t r y i n g  t o  d i g  
f a c t s  o u t  of m e ,  I don ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Do you remember any r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  body count  w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Not r e a l l y  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Not anyth ing  t h a t  I ' d  
r e a l l y  want t o  swear t o .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I can remember t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  body count  and t h e  weapons found on a 
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  And from what you s a i d ,  it w a s  pro-
bably t h i s  one.  There w a s  concern about t h i s .  

Q Who i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON expressed
t h a t  concern a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No s p e c i f i c  people .  I t h i n k  everybody w a s  con-
cerned about t h i s  as they  w e r e  a f t e r  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  because 
t h e r e  was always a d i s p a r i t y .  So t h e  S3, and t h e  b r igade  
commander, and everybody would be  concerned about  why w e  
c a n ' t  f i n d  f h e  weapons. 

Q Do you remember any i n t e r e s t  i n  connect ion w i t h  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as t o  t h e  conduct of a company commander? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Do you remember a t  any t i m e  s ee ing  o r  be ing  t o l d  
about a b r i e f  r e p o r t  of j u s t  one s h e e t  which w a s  a r e p o r t  
upon t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT had i n  prepara-
t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  now, I'm no t  s u r e  whether y o u ' r e  p u t t i n g  
t l loughts i n  my mind o r  whether some thoughts  are coming back. 
I c a n ' t  t e l l  which i s  which. B u t  t h e r e  i s  a thought  i n  my 
mind t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT was making up a r e p o r t .  Now a g a i n ,  
I c a n ' t  relate it t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e ,  b u t  it probably 
w a s  because t h e r e  w a s  no o t h e r  l i k e  it. I can remember now 
t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT w a s  making some k ind  of a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  
and he  probably ,  as you say ,  asked me  qubs t i o n s  about what I 
had seen  i n  o r d e r  t o  p repa re  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

APP T-287 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q Do you remember anyone who w a s  working with him 
on t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q Do you remember w h ~t h e  o the r  people were i n  t h e  
S3 shop who worked wi th  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A .  I ' m  r e a l  bad on names, b u t  I can remember t h a t  
Major M C K N I G H T r s  desk was he re ,  and t h e r e  was a desk over  
h e r e ,  and he d i d  have an a s s i s t a n t .  And i f  you would mention 
t h e  name, it would probably a l l  come back t o  me. But r i g h t  
now, I c a n ' t  remember who it was t h a t  s i ts  t h e r e  by him. 

Q Well, do you a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  a s s i s t a n t  a s  a s s i s t i n g
Major MCKNIGHT i n  t h e  p repara t ion  of t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I would assume he d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  with t h e  r e p o r t .  Like I j u s t  s a i d ,  
something was coming i n t o  my mind about Major MCKNIGHT making 
a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  sergeant?  

A. Sergeant FITZGERALD, t h e  S3 se rgean t?  

a .  Sergeant KIRKPATRICK? 

A. Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK, t h a t  's r i g h t .  I don 't remem-
b e r  him being assoc ia ted  with t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. Do you remember Sergeant GERBERDING? 

A. Yes, s i r .  H e  w a s  t h e  S 2  se rgean t ,  wasn ' t  he? 

Q. Yes. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  being
involved with t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A NO, s ir .  

Q. How about Captain SHELTON? 

A. Well, I know t h a t  Captain SHELTON had been General 
LIPSCOMB'S a i d e ,  and when t h e  genera l  le f t - -he  s t ayed  a t  Duc 
Pho f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  of t ime,  probably i n  t h e  neighborhood 
of a week o r  1 0  days-then he was given a company i n  Task For-
ce Barker. I wouldn't  want t o  say which company it w a s .  Is 
it germane? I remember he w a s  given a company. He had it 
a few days,  and then  he was wounded and evacuated. But I 
can't remember Captain SHELTON i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  an inves t iga -
t i o n  a t  a l l .  
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Q D o  you remember a s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e ,  dark-headed and  
wore g l a s s e s ,  and i n  t h i s  case we ' r e  looking  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d -
u a l ' s  name? H e  worked i n  t h e  TOC. 

A. H e  worked i n  t h e  TOC. Did he work wi th  Captain  HENDER-
SON? 

Q- H e  may have,  yes .  H e  worked--

A. ( . In te rpos ing)  A s  I remember t h e  TOC, t h e  main 
people  i n  t h e r e  were Captain  HENDERSON, Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK 
would be  i n  t h e r e  q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  t i m e ,  and on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  area, Sergeant  GERBERDING. W a s  it JOHNSON? 

Q Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a Sergeant  JOHNSON. 

A. Sergeant  JOHNSON worked i n  t h e r e .  He was KIRKPATRICK'S 
a s s i s t a n t ,  I b e l i e v e .  And t h e  t w o  of  them t r a d e d  o f f  p r e t t y  
much, as I r e c a l l .  

I 0  : During t h a t  t i m e ,  do you remember JOHNSON be ing  up 
a t  Task Force Sa rke r?  

A. I guess he was. H e  went up t o  Task Force Barker  
f o r  a w h i l e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  H e  probably w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  TOC a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: D o  you g e t  any o t h e r  f a c e s  i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. W e l l ,  over on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  man changes q u i t e  a b i t .  Oh, I 
t h i n k  I know who you are t a l k i n g  about .  H e ' s  a real young, 
dark-headed k i d .  Shor t .  I ' m  so poor on names, I j u s t  c a n ' t  
I can p i c t u r e  him now, and I t h i n k  h e ' s  probably t h e  one 
you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  because he  d i d  work i n  t h e  TOC a l l  t h e  
t i m e .  I t h i n k  it was h i s  only job. 

Q Was h e  'a t y p i s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  w a s  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l e r k .  Very 
i n t e l l i g e n t .  Very above average f o r  a l o w e r  grade Army t y p e .  
H e  had some c o l l e g e  educa t ion .  W e  t a l k e d  once i n  a w h i l e ,  and 
he planned t o  go back t o  c o l l e g e  and so f o r t h .  But I s u r e  
c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
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Q .  W e l l ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  it when w e  ' re  f i n i s h e d  
. . h e r e  i f  you would s i t  down wi th  one of ou r  people  and t h e  

' '"'"$rigadei r o s t e r  and p o s s i b l y  i d e n t i f y  him. 

A. Oh, I could p ick  it o u t  r i g h t  o f f .  A s  soon as I 
saw it, I would recognize  it. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you would sometimes make i n f o r -
mal r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  TOC when you came back from t h e  recon.  Now 
d i d  you a l s o  make r e p o r t s  of your f l i g h t  t h a t  went i n t o  your 
permanent r eco rds?  

A. W e  made a r e p o r t  on ou r  normal V R ' s  o u t  i n  t h e  
Tong Be v a l l e y ,  which w a s  c a l l ed - -we l l ,  it w a s n ' t  nur  AO. 
I t  was t h e  Americal -.-.I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  terminology t h e y  
used f o r  i t ,  b u t  it was Americal A0 t h a t  we could go i n t o .  

I0 : F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  west?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  g o t  permision.  

Q. O r  where t h e  CIDG camps a r e  l o c a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. And we'd make a r e p o r t  of  obse rva t ion  
of what w e  had seen  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  s o  t h a t  w e  could compare 
them a couple  of weeks l a t e r  i f  something d i f f e r e n t  appeared 

. or something l i k e  t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you make any such r e p o r t  i n  an a r e a  such 
as t h i s  t h a t  w e  have been speaking about?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I would have made any w r i t t e n  r e -
p o r t ,  because we d i d n ' t  normally i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  b a t -
t a l i o n s  were ope ra t ing .  W e  'd o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  w e l l ,  a lmost  
always,  we'd v e r b a l l y  d e b r i e f  Sergeant  GERBERDING o r  Cap-
t a i n  HENDERSON on what w e  had seen  more o r  less t o  make s u r e  
t hey  knew eve ry th ing .  We assumed i n  most cases they  knew it 
anyway from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i t s e l f .  

Q You made no contemporaneous r eco rd  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you had been i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  of  t ime i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. That  would be t h e  on ly  r e c o r d ,  y e s ,  s i r .  
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10:  Would you l o g  t h e  number of t h e  ' a i r c r a f t  o r  j u s t  
t h e  t ype  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Well ,  i n  ou r  permanent r e c o r d s ,  j u s t  t h e  t y p e  of  
a i r c r a f t .  The number of t h e  a i r c r a f t  would be on t h e  d a t e  it 
was scheduled.  

Q On t h e  u n i t  l og , then?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  w a s  j u s t  a temporary r e c o r d ,  j u s t  
f o r  t h e  day., ' j u s t  t o  show who was i n  what numbered a i r c r a f t ,  
when, and s o  f o r t h ,  

MR MACCRATE: Would it show i f  by chance when you made t h i s  
recon on t h i s  day t h a t  w e  f i x  as 16 March whether  you had 
someone f l y  w i t h  you t h a t  day? 

A. I t  would, y e s ,  sir. But i f  somebody Geiit wi th  u s ,  
we'd p u t  him on t h e  c l e a r a n c e  form w e  c a l l e d  f l i g h t  c l ea rance .  
I t ' s  a r eco rd  who w a s  i n  the a i r p l a n e  a t  t h e  t ime.  So w e  
would have p u t  him on t h e  c l ea rance .  

Q. And t h i s  would f i n d  i t s  way i n t o  t h e  permanent
r eco rd  of  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. N o ,  . s i r ,  t h e s e  were a l l '  temporary r e c o r d s .  

Q Retained f o r  how long? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  r e g u l a t i o n s  say  9 0  days .  They may 
have s t a y e d  i n  t h e  u n i t  a t  Duc Pho longe r  t han  t h a t .  But,  
y e s ,  sir,  it i s  a temporary k ind  of r eco rd .  The on ly  per-
manent r eco rd  i s  t h e  f l i g h t  r eco rd  which i s  t aken  on t h e  
a i r c r a f t  and logged i t s e l f ,  n o t  t h e  f l i g h t  c l ea rance .  

, 10: Well ,  you had your own pe r sona l  l o g  t h a t  you 
logged your  t i m e  i n ,  do you no t?  

A.  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  do it p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  it i s  t aken  
from t h e  a i r c r a f t .  A t  t h e  completion o f  each f l i g h t  w e  p u t  
i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  l o g  name, r ank ,  ser ia l  number, how much t ime 
w e  f l ew,  how many' landings  w e  made, and a l l  t h i s  d a t a .  Then 
t h i s  i s  taken--.in o u r  case  w a s  s e n t  t o  Danang, and r e p o r t e d  
i n  o u r  permanent log .  

Q The logs  a r e  n o t  k e p t  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  wi th  
t h e  u n i t ?  
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A.  The permanent ones,  yes ,  s i r ,  not  temporary. Now 
1 

t h e  o t h e r  ones,  t h e  f l i g h t  c learance ,  w e l l ,  you j u s t  say t h a t  
s o  and so  is  tak ing  o f f  i n  such and such a i r c r a f t  a t  such and 
such time f o r  an est imated t ime,  f o r  2 hours o r  3 hours.  ThatIs 
kept  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  and t h a t ' s  a l s o  a temporary record.  

Q. Colonel MACLACHLAN, a s  you were f l y i n g  over  t h e r e  
now, you had some low-level work, and then you had some 0-2  
a f t e r  t h a t .  How many bodies do you th ink  you saw? 

A .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard a f t e r  seeing those  p i c t u r e s  t o  
say t h a t  I d i d n ' t  see  t h a t ,  but  when I was i n  t h e  0-2 o t h e r  
than t h e  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  I had seen i n  t h e  morning and an 
a d d i t i o n a l  two--and it could have been t h r e e  o r  four  t h a t  were 
s c a t t e r e d  along t h i s  road--1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any i n  
add i t ion .  That morning when you placed us up i n  t h e r e ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  P-1) when they were looking f o r  t h e  weapons, 
I got  a glimpse of a body down i n  t h e  r i c e  t h a t  they were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  t roops  t o  f i n d .  

Q. You saw s i x  t o  e i g h t  bodies a l l  day long? 

A .  I ' d  say t h a t ' s  t h e  maximum, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  put what you saw t h e r e  with t h e  v i l - (
l age  burning, and a t  l e a s t  t h e  few bodies t h a t  you saw, together 
with what t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  was repor t ing?  

A .  Well, no t  i n  t h e  sense of be l i ev ing  h i s  r e p o r t .  
Because it d i d n ' t  look l i k e  excessive numbers t o  me. In 
o t h e r  words, it d i d n ' t  impress me a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h i s  
was an excessive number of bodies, Then, when I heard t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  r e p o r t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  n i l o t  had 
made a r e p o r t ,  w e l l ,  I kind of imagined some doubts a s  t o  
what he was repor t ing .  But then  again ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  people 
can s e e  s o  much more than we can, t h a t  I wouldn ' t  r e a l l y  want 
t o  r e f u t e  h i s  s ta tement  e i t h e r .  

Q Well, my ques t ion  i s n ' t  whether o r  no t  you r e f u t e  
h i s  s ta tement ,  b u t  only whether o r  no t  you mentally p u t  to-
ge the r  t h e s e  two inc iden t s  o r  any o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  you had 
seen o r  had had repor ted  t o  you? 

A. Well, mental ly ,  r i g h t  now, I c a n ' t  even put  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  toge the r  with t h e  same day. A l l  I 
can remember i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  made by a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  And I remember what I saw t h a t  day, as  I have r e l a t e d .  
From t h e  events  I read i n  t h e  newspaper, ev iden t ly  they  were 
a l l  i n  t h e  same day. 

1 
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I0 : W e l l ,  Colonel  MACLACHLAN , w e  a p p r e c i a t e  very much 
you coming i n .  I am going t o  ask you t o  s t a y  behind f o r  j u s t  
a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  w i t h  Major LYNN and make o u t  ano the r  drawing 
o f  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrangement as you r e c a l l  it s o  we can make 
t h a t  a m a t t e r  of t h e  r eco rd .  Also he w i l l  go ove r  w i t h  you 
a r o s t e r  of t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  t h a t  t ime  
t o  see i f  you can p ick  o u t  the name of this i n d i v i d u a l .  

A. I know I can,  s ir .  

Q. I would r e q u e s t  a l s o  t h a t  you cont inue  t o  t h i n k  
about  t h i s  and i f  you do r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h i s  from +he 
g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of our  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  which would be an 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h e  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
we'd a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about it. We're t r y i n g  n o t  t o  l eave  a 
s i n g l e  s t o n e  un turned ,  and I t h i n k  you can recognize  t h a t  
w e  a l r e a d y  know a g r e a t  d e a l  about  it. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I 
t h i n k  it would be  adv i sab le  t o  check your l o g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  
you w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t  day,  t o  make s u r e  and g e t  t h a t  informa- 
t i o n  passed back i n  t o  u s ,  t o  have t h i s  as a m a t t e r  of r eco rd .  
You r e c a l l  having flown , but--

A. ( , In t e rpos ing )  I f lew almost  every day of  t h e  
week, s o  I assume I flew t h a t  day. I ' m  s u r e  I could f i n d  
o u t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I f  you can t h i n k  of any a d d i t i o n a l  
documentation,  r e p o r t s ,  pape r s ,  maps, photos ,  o r  any th ing  
t h a t  would b e  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  t h o s e ,  
t oo .  I ' l l  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment t o  
ask any q u e s t i o n s  you may l i k e  t o  a s k ,  o r  t o  e n t e r  a state-
ment i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. I d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  one 
t h i n g  I 've been t h i n k i n g  about e v e r  s i n c e  I r ead  about 
t h i s .  I would l i k e  t o  p u t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  f o r  whatever i t ' s  
worth ,  t h a t  I w a s  very proud of be ing  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  
One of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  reasons  w a s  t h a t  when we went over  
t h e r e ,  General  LIPSCOMB e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p o l i c y  t h a t  t h e r e  
wouldn ' t  be  any exces s ive  k i l l i n g  i n  going a f t e r  a body 
count .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Task Force 
Barker a r e a ,  had been under t h e  Korean Marines. And I 
b e l i e v e  t h e  l O l s t  Airborne had been i n  t h a t  arka f i r s t ,  
and t h e n  t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  Div is ion .  
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And, it had been--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been thousands k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  A 0  up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  
w e  g o t  up t h e r e .  And General  LIPSCOMB s t r e s s e d  t ime and time 
aga in  w i th  a l l  t h e  people  a t  t h e  s t a f f  meetings t h a t  we were 
t h e r e  t o  t r y  t o ,  a s  t h e  phrase  had been co ined ,  win t h e  
h e a r t s  and minds of t h e  people  now. We had done enough k i l -
l i n g .  This  r e a l l y  impressed m e  as t h e  theme of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of t h e  whole 1 1 t h  Brigade.  Even though Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  
t h e  commander when t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  happened, I ' m  s u r e  that  
he  concurred i n  t h i s  gene ra l  d o c t r i n e ,  and it w a s  con t in -
ued a f t e r  he took command. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have.  

Q W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  very much. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  aga in  cau t ion  you, Colonel  MACLACHLAN, 
t h a t  you are no t  e i t h e r  t o  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  t a l k  t o  
people  concerning t h i s  t es t imony,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w i tnes ses  t h a t  
have o r  a r e  t o  appear  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  except  a s  you may be 
r equ i r ed  t o  do s o  i n  t e r m s  of j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod ie s .  
There i s ,  of cou r se ,  a p o s s i b l i l t y  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  t o  
t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  one of t h e  congres s iona l  committees,  most l i k e l y  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv i ces  
Committee. Your appearance he re  would i n  no way prec lude  
you t e s t i f y i n g  up t h e r e .  

A. May I ask  one q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. The Chief of S t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  asked me t o  g ive  them 
a l i t t l e  run down on what took p l a c e .  I t h i n k  what t h e y ' r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  what t y p e  of ques t ion ing  t h i s  w a s .  

Q No. You a r e  n o t  t o  answer them. You can t e l l  t h e  
o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  A i r  Force O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t h a t  
i f  he wants t o  know + h a t .  he can c o n t a c t  t h e  Army O f f i c e  of 
t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  g e t  h i s  in format ion .  

A.  Okay, s i r .  

Q You t e l l  him t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t .  

A. Okay. 

(The s k e t c h  by LTC MACLACHLAN nf  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrange-
ment i n  COL HENDERSON" s@&@h e i i c o p t e r  on 16 March 1968 was re-
ce ived  i n  ev idence  as Exh ib i t  0-8. ) 

I 0  : The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(.The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1053 hour s ,  31 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MCANAW, John P. MAJ  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
C/4/3, l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The wi. tness jo ined t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  ~ r i g a d e  on 
1 September 1966. H e  commanded'C/4/3 f o r  one yea r .  
H e  came wi th  t h e  u n i t  t o  Vietnam a s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3 a i r  
and i n  e a r l y  May 1968 became t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3 (pg. 3 ) .  
The b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 
Colonel Alvin ADKINS (pg. 8 ) .  Colonel BARKER subsequent ly  
took over  4$3 from Colonel ADKINS (pgs .  9, 1 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  
r e c a l l e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  Task Force Barker t o  se t t le  down 
t h e  a r e a  around t h e  Batangan pen insu la ,  which he c a l l e d  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  ~ / 4 / 3,one o f  t h e i r  r i f l e  companies, 
w a s  p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker (pg. 3 ) .  

2. HIS RECOLLECTION OF,THE MSULTS OF THE MY LA1 I N C I D E N T .  

a .  H i s  knowledge o f  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The wi tnes s  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  ope ra t ion  on 
16 March (pg. 3 ) ,  b u t  he  d i d  r e c a l l  hea r ing  r e s u l t s  of  it 
w i t h i n  t h e  b r igade  (pg.  4 )  . Although he f e l t  he  was b r i e f e d  
on t h e  s t a t i s t i c s~he d i d  not recal l  them -(pg. 4 )  , b u t  f e l t  
it was a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  low number of  weapons t o  t h e  
number o f  bodies  r epo r t ed  and f e l t  on ly  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weapons 
were found o r  cap tu red  (pg. 5 )  . H e  s t a t e d  he  was concerned 
wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ope ra t ions  a t  t h e  t ime and i tems n o t  
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e i r  command had secondary importance (pg. 5 )  . 
H e  a l s o  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  on 20 May he went home on emergency 
l eave  because o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dea th  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  remained 
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t h e r e  u n t i l  e a r l y  June (pg. 1 4 )  . 
b .  H i s  knowledge of  Captain GOUZOULES. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Captain  Winston GOUZOULES, 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S5, informed him t h a t  an a t r o c i t y  had been 
committed i n  t h a t  a number o f  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by 
ARA, f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y ,  and TAC s t r i k e s  (pg. 4 )  . He f e l t  t h a t  
GOUZOULES had g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion  e i t h e r  a t  Binh Son 
D i s t r i c t  o r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 4 )  . The remarks made by 
GOUZOULES g o t  back t o  Major CALHOUN, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3, 
and t o  Colone1,BARKER. They were bo th  concerned and f e l t  
t h a t  GOUZOULES remarks w e r e  u n j u s t i f i e d .  The k e l a t i o n s  
between CALHOUN and GOUZOULES e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  down 
(pg. 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  
A p r i l  GOUZOULES brought  it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  a t  LZ Sue. 
The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  rumors i n d i c a t e d  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  s e n s e l e s s l y  o r  need le s s ly  b u t  he d i d  n o t  
h e a r  anyth ing  about  d e l i b e r a t e  murder o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 ) .  
The wi tnes s  assumed t h a t  GOUZOULES, i n  t h e  performance of  
h i s  d u t i e s  as S5, had g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion  a t  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ,  o r  a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  (pg.  6 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  
n o t  recall  GOUZOULES say ing  anything about t h e  burning o f  
v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  animals ,  o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
p rope r ty  (pg. 7 ) .  Major CALHOUN s t a t e d  i n  conversa t ions  
wi th  t h e  w i tnes s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no b a s i s  t o  t h e  comments 
made by Captain  GOUZOULES (pgs.  4 ,  11). 

c .  Remarks bv ~ i l o t s  about t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  aero-scout  company 
o f  t h e  1236 Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  suppor ted  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  
(pg. 6 )  . He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard  no th ing  about a 
p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on 16 March u n t i l  he r ead  it 
i n  T i m e  magazine (pgs .  6 ,  7)  . 

- .  

d. Informat ion from Captain MICHLES. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  B/4/3 r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Task Force Barker  was disbanded (pg.  7) . He 
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he  spoke wi th  MICHLES upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  as d i d  
Colonel  ADKINS (pg.  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MICHLES mentioning 
Co Lay, Co Luy, o r  My Lai  (pg. 8 ) .  He d i d  d i s c u s s  wi th  
MICHLES t h e  gene ra l  o p e r a t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  (pg.  8) . MICHLES' 
r e p o r t  was e v e n t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  up i n  a  smal l  handbook f o r  i n -  
coming personne l  t o  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  d i d  n o t  g i v e  expected suppor t  t o  t h e  ope ra t ion  
and t h i s  w a s  t h e  "crux o f  t h e  conversa t ion"wi th  MICHLES 

2 SUM APP T-216 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


(pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MICHLES mentioning t h e  body 
cam$, t h e  weapons count ,  o r  anything about women and 
c h i l d r e n  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

e .  Informat ion from Major GAVIN. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he v i s i t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
and knew Major GAVIN (pg.  12) . H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  GAVIN 
mentioning r e c e i v i n g  any r e p o r t s  concerning unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s  and s t a t e d  he  was n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  names 
Tu Cung o r  Co Lay (pg. 1 3 ) .  

Knowledge o f  HAEBERLE and o t h e r  cor respondents .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE was 
ass igned  t o  h i s  company whi le  they  w e r e  i n  Hawaii. He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  speaking wi th  HAEBERLE i n  Vietnam (pg. 1 3 ) .  
Although t h e  w i tnes s  w a s  i n  Ohio, where HAEBERLE l ives ,  
he d i d  n o t  recall  any mention of  an a t r o c i t y  whi le  he w a s  
home i n  May and e a r l y  June (pg. 1 4 )  . The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  
know S p e c i a l i s t  Jay  ROBERTS (pg. 1 4 )  . 
3. DIVISION POLICY ON DESTRUCTION OF HOOTCHES. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  an area w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  
V i e t  Cong, t hey  would ask permiss ion from h i g h e r  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t o  des t roy  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c i l i t y  (pg. 9 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  Binh Son 
D i s t r i c t  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t a k i n g  p l ace  
i n  t h e i r  A0 (pgs.  11, 12) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tnes s  mentioned t o  Colonel A l b e r t  RUSSELL, and 
Colonel  CROMWELL t h a t  he w a s  coming t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  
I n q u i r y ,  b u t  t h a t  was t h e  l i m i t  o f  h i s  d i s cus s ions  (pg. 3 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1630 h o u r s ,  2 3  J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 

10': The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major John P. MCANAW, 

(MAJ MCANAW w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s .  ) 

Major MCANAW, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you s t a t e  your  
f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. MCANAW, John P a t r i c k ,  Major ,  I n f a n t r y ,  
p r e s e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  Examining S t a t i o n ,  
Fa rgo ,  Nor th  Dakota,  p a r t  of  t h e  5 t h  R e c r u i t i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Army R e c r u i t i n g  Command. 

I0: Major MCANAW, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  
E x h i b i t  M-57, t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which w e r e  g i v e n  t o  you? 

A,  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q D o  you u n d e r s t a n d  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  them? 

A. NO, sir .  

Q.  On my l e f t ,  Major MCANAW, i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who is  
a c i v i l i a n  l awyer .  H e  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  services t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  
p r o v i d e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  m e  and t o  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  
team. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q O n  my r i g h t  i s  Colone l  ARMSTRONG and beyond him 
i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN who have been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  
t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  t h e  conduc t  of  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You should a l s o  know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  grpups 
such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony from o t h e r s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. It w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  however, t o  p u t  t h e  
r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  weigh t h e  e v i d e v e ,  and t o  determine the  
f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. You are o rde red ,  as a 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may 
have appeared a s  w i tnes ses  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  
a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do i n ' t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  b e f o r e  competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  bodies .  I say l e g i s l a t i v e .  There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  you may have t o  appear be fo re  one of t h e  congres s iona l  
committees. S p e c i f i c a l l y  I would r e f e r  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv i ces  Committee. - I  t h i n k  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  your i n s t a n c e  is q u i t e  remote,  b u t  i f  you 
are s o  asked t c  t e s t i f y ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no 
way p rec lude  your p rov id ing  tes t imony t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you've been des igna t ed ,
c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
cou r t -mar t i a l  case of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Nor do I t h i n k  you w i l l  be ,  b u t  i f  you a r e  by
chance s o  c i t e d ,  your tes t imony he re  would i n  no way change 
e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of 
t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  any of the m i l i t a r y  judges having t o  do 
wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  c a s e s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Major MCANAW, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty
assignment w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  when you jo ined  it and 
when you depa r t ed?  
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A.  S i r ,  I joined the  11th  In fan t ry  Brigade on 
1 September 1966. I commanded C/4/3 f o r  one year .  Then I 
went up t o  become the  b a t t a l l i o n  S3 a i r .  I went with the  u n i t  
t o  Vietnam as  the  b a t t a l i o n  S3 a i r .  I n  e a r l y  May 1968 I 
became t h e  b a t t a l l i o n  S3. I departed t h e  America1 Divis ion 
on 30 November 1968. 

Q. Since the  m a t t e r  of the  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  has 
become pub l i c  knowledge, which took p lace  i n  September o r  
October 1969, about 4 o r  5 months ago, have you had any 
conversat ions with anybody connected with the  l l t h  Brigade 
o r  the  America1 Divis ion concerning the  i n c i d e n t ,  concerning 
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  the  reviews of such 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I mentioned it t o  my o l d  b a t t a l i o n  
commander. This was l a s t  evening, t h i s  is Colonel Alber t  
RUSSELL, t h a t  I w a s  t o  be here  f o r  the  inqu i ry ,  bu t  the  case 
w a s  no t  d iscussed .  I a l s o  discussed t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was 
coming h e r e  with a Colonel CROMWELL, who i s  the  AFEES commander 
i n  C inc inna t i ,  Ohio, another  p a r t  of the  5 th  RD. I knew t h a t  
he 'd  been down a t  Quang Ngai with the  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  but  
the  circumstances,  re ference  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  were not  
d iscussed ,  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was coming here.  I d i d  wonder 
about why I would be here.  Tha t ' s  about it. But t h i s  was 
before  he had come. 

Q. I see.  Do you r e c a l l  t he  c r e a t i o n  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. S i r ,  we  had the  A 0  t o  the  west and our  boundary 
was about 500 meters west of Highway 1. I t ' s  been q u i t e  some 
time s i n c e  t h i s  has occurred. I was aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
reason it w a s  c rea ted  was t o  s e t t l e  down t h e  a r e a  around the  
Batangan Peninsula  o r  what' i s  now c a l l e d  the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  
I ' m  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  with the  composition of the  t a sk  f o r c e ,  our 
B/4/3 was one of t h r e e  r i f l e  companies, a p a r t  of t h e  
organiza t ion .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  with the  opera t ion  on 1 6  March? 

7-. No, sir. 
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a.  Do you r e c a l l ,  wi th in  the  b r igade ,  hear ing  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of i t ?  

A-. Y e s ,  sir. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  no 
t i m e  d i d  I hear  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a t r o c i t y  committed by 
ground t roops  on t h i s  d a t e ,  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I 
had heard t h a t  a number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by ARA, 
f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  and TAC a i r  s t r i k e s .  However, I do n o t  
r e c a l l  hea r ing  any t i m e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  purpor ted  
a t r o c i t i e s  took p lace  by members of C/1/20. I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I heard about it w a s  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S5, a Captain 
Winston GOUZOULES, who I t h i n k  had picked up t h e  informat ion ,  
perhaps e i t h e r  a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  o r  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  which was 
Task Force Headquarters. H e  had mentioned it o r  made some 
comment I th ink .  I t  g o t  back t o  Major CALHOUN, who was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  S3, and t o  Colonel BARKER, and they  w e r e  q u i t e  
concerned about t h e  comment because they f e l t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
Major CALHOUN f e l t ,  it was q u i t e  u n j u s t i f i e d .  La te r  when we 
took over  LZ D o t t i e  and it became our  b a t t a l i o n  base,  I ta lked  
t o  Major CALHOUN r e f e r e n c e  t h e  coord ina t ion .  H e  mentioned a t  
t h a t  t i m e  he w a s  q u i t e  upse t  by a comment, an offhand comment 
perhaps,  which Captain GOUZOULES had made, and l a t e r  on,  I 
t h i n k  l a t e  A p r i l ,  we  g o t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  perhaps Colonel BARKER 
w a s  going t o  be our  next  b a t t a l i o n  commander, and no doubt 
Major CALHOUN would become our  execut ive  o f f i c e r .  I had seen 
nothing on paper b u t  t h i s  was s t r i c t l y  a rumor among t h e  
o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between Captain GOUZOULES and Major CALHOUN had p r e t t y  w e l l  
s e t t l e d  down, and t h e r e  was no f r i c t i o n .  I t h i n k  Captain 
GOUZOULES brought it t o  my a t t e n t i o n  and t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  up on LZ Sue, which was l o c a t e d  about 
6,000 meters w e s t  of LZ D o t t i e ,  and I'd o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when 
this happened, perhaps very l a t e  March and/or e a r l y  Apr i l .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  I t h i n k  I had heard rumors from, 
I d o n ' t  know who t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e ,  offhand comments t h a t  
some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  s e n s e l e s s l y  o r  needless ly .  But 
a t  no t i m e  d i d  I hea r  anything about the  d e l i b e r a t e  murder of 
c i v i l i a n s  by members of  C/1/20. 

a. Were you f a m i l i a r  with  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  came 
o u t  of t h a t  d a y ' s  ope ra t ion?  

A. Now I am, sir.  I t h i n k  it r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e .  
I ' m  s u r e  we  w e r e  b r i e f e d  on it. Our b a t t a l i o n  S 2 ,  Captain  
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P e t e r  LAWSON, w e  had a d a i l y  meeting,  must have brought i t ' u p .  
I b e l i e v e  t i t was a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  low number of weapons t o  
the  .number of  bodies r epor t ed .  . , 

Q Right.  

A. I don' t know t h e  exac t  numbers, bu t  I b e l i e v e  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weapons w e r e  found o r  captured .  

Q. The s t a t i s t i c s  which conceivably may r e f r e s h  your 
memory and show up i n  t h e  logs  of t h e  t a sk  f o r c e ,  and t h e  
br igade  and t h e  America1 Divis ion a r e  128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. k i l l e d  
by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  11 U.S .  wounded and 3 weapons captured .  I 
take  it t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  then concerning t h i s  
d i s p a r i t y  between the  weapons and t h e  body count? 

A. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  avoid t h e  ques t ions  h e r e ,  b u t  
I ' m  vaguely f a m i l i a r  of t h e  count .  I was so  wrapped up i n  
our  own b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and those  i t e m s  which weren ' t  
r e a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  our  command almost had secondary 
importance. I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing-the  b e s t  job I could.  

Q. How do you s p e l l  t h e  name of your S5? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  s p e l l e d  G-O-U-Z-O-U-L-E-S , 
Winston .  

Q. GOUZOULES? 

A. GOUZOULES w a s  t h e  l a s t  name, y e s ,  s i r ,  and Winston 
was h i s  first name. Gus. W e  c a l l e d  him Gus. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you know where he i s  today? 

A. S i r ,  he l e f t  our  b a t t a l i o n  and went up t o  jo in  
the 196th I n f a n t r y  Brigade a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S5. I l a t e r  heard ,  
I th ink  r i g h t  b e f o r e  I came back t o  the  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  he had ex-
tended f o r  6 months and had become t h e  S5 of the 196th.  

I0: I ' d  l i k e  you t o  th ink  back now a l i t t l e  b i t  on 
what you heard ,  and I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  circum-
s t a n c e s  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you heard.  What d i d  Captain 
GOUZOULES t e l l  you? 
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A. S i r ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  The b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  
s ir ,  it a l l  s t a r t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of a comment t h a t  he ' d  dropped, 
I b e l i e v e ,  a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  o r  down a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  which w a s  overheard by s e v e r a l  members of Task Force 
Barker.  These i n d i v i d u a l s  r e l a y e d  t h e  word back t o  Major 
CALHOUN and Colonel  BARKER t h a t  t h i s  comment had been made, I 
b e l i e v e  I f i r s t  became acqua in ted  about  i t - -Capta in  GOUZOULES 
was aware of t h i s  a l s o ,  t h a t  Task Force Barker was p a r t i c u l a r -
l y  u p s e t  about  t h e  comment which he had made. I t h i n k  t h a t  
was t h e  c i rcumstance around i t ,  sir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
d a t e .  I t  must have occur red  a f t e r  t h e  a t r o c i t y  bus ines s .  It  
seemed l i k e  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  purpor ted  a t r o c i t y .  I 
t h i n k  several weeks. 

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  how he might 've  g o t t e n  h i s  in -
format ion? 

A. No, sir. I cannot  r e c a l l .  I was t h i n k i n g  about  
t h a t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember what he s a i d  about  where 
he g o t  h i s  in format ion .  A p o s s i b i l i t y ,  s i n c e  Captain  GOUZOULES 
i s  a very e n e r g e t i c  o f f i c e r  i n  t he  performance of h i s  d u t i e s  . 
a s  t h e  S5, he might have picked up t h e  in format ion  e i t h e r  a t  
Binh Son D i s t r i c t  o r  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  when some of t h e  re-
fugees  from t h a t  a r e a  had come i n  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You a r e  j u s t  assuming t h a t ?  You 
don ' t know? -

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can 
t h i n k  o f .  I don' t know where he g o t  h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  s ir .  

Q.  Were you suppor ted  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by t h e  123d Avi-
a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  is t h a t  t h e  aero-scout  company? 

Q. I t  has  one company of ae ro-scouts  w i th  it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. They supported us and Task Force Bar-
ke r .  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Did you hea r  anyth ing  a t  a l l  about 
a p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  what he had seen down t h e r e  on t h e  16 th?  
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A. Abso lu te ly  no th ing ,  s i r ,  u n t i l  I r ead  it i n ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  T i m e  magazine. 

Q Did Capta in  GOUZOULES say any th ing  abou t  t h e  
burn ing  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  k i l l i n g  of t h e  an ima l s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of p r o p e r t y  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  c a t ego ry?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory,, I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q What a r e a  d i d  he s a y ,  do you r e c a l l ?  Did he say
P i n k v i l l e ,  o r  what d i d  he say?  

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  been a long  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he p in -
po in t ed  t h e  a r e a ,  sir .  

Q . Y e s .  

A. I w a s  concerned about  o u r  A 0  a n d ' a n y t h i n g  he t o l d  
u s  w a s  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  lumped i n t o  one a r e a .  W e  had a p r e t t y  
good i d e a  where t h e  V i e t  Cong were o p e r a t i n g ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
be s p e c i f i c  on a map a s  t o  where he s a i d  it had occu r r ed .  

Q The Batangan a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  s ou th  of  Batangan, ~ a t a n ~ a na r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y .  
W e  use Batangan a r e a  a s  a lmos t  i n c l u d i n g  My La i .  

Q Now t e l l  m e ,  you g o t  your  B/4/3 back i n  due c o u r s e ,  
I b e l i e v e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Task Force  Barker was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  d isbanded 
on 9 A p r i l ,  and I would assume e i t h e r  t h e n  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e -
a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  you r  company back? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  I 
know we d i d  g e t  it back s h o r t l y ,  j u s t  r i g h t  around the t i m e  
t h a t  Task Force  Barker  d isbanded.  

Q. Do you remember Capta in  MICHLES b r i n g i n g  h i s  com-
pany back t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I remember s e e i n g  Capta in  MICHLES when he came 
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onto  LZ D o t t i e ,  and I r e c a l l  Colonel ADKINS gave him a warm 
welcome when he re turned .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  commander a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. The b a t t a l i o n  commander was Colonel ADKINS, Alvin 
ADKINS . 
Q How do you s p e l l  i t ?  

A. A-D-K-I-N-Sf sir .  I 
ADKINS ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I 
Q Y e s .  And he we'lcomed him back i n t o  the f o l d  then? 1 

1 
A. Yes, s ir .  Colonel ADKINS, when one of h i s  men re-
turned ,  he would see them, once they w e r e  back,  as  soon a s  pos-
s i b l e .  i 
Q - 1Did you ever  t a l k  t o  Captain MICHLES o r  any of the  
people i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  concerning t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  spec i f ica l ly , /  
concerning t h i s  ope ra t ion  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  gene ra l  o p e r a t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were 
d iscussed .  The encounter  where, I b e l i e v e ,  two p la toons  of 
Bravo Company and one p la toon  of t r a c k s  encountered VC,. I 

4 
t h i n k ,  a day be fo re  t h e  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y  a t  P i n k v i l l e ,  and it I 
w a s  d i scussed  a t  l ength .  But nothing s p e c i f i c a l l y  on Pinkville.1 
I n  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  even know t h a t  B/4/3 was involved on t h i s  
a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y  a t  P i n k v i l l e  . I 

Q. Did he eve r  use any terms such a s  Co Lay, Co Luy, 
o r  anything of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca t egory ,  My Khe, Tu Cung, My I 

Lai? 1 

A. I d o n ' t  recall ,  s ir .  

Q. What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h a t  o u t f i t  when they re-
joined? 

A ,  When Captain MICHLES r e t u r n e d ,  I t h i n k  he was glad to 
g e t  back t o  the  b a t t a l i o n .  Mainly I t h i n k  s i n c e  he was assigned 
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t o  t h e  4/3  ra t ing-wise  a s  w e l l  a s  eve ry th ing  else, it came 
from our  b a t t a l i o n .  I c a n ' t  speak f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l ,  
how they  f e l t ;  I know t h a t  t h e  company f e l t  very s t r o n g l y  t h a t  
they had done a good job. They had been b loodied  through the  
l o s s  of a number of personne l  t o  booby-trapped 1 0 5 ' s  and M-16A1 
AP mines which w e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  abundance, I t h i n k  the  
f e e l i n g ,  when they  r e t u r n e d ,  they thought  t hey  had accomplished 
t h e  job very  w e l l .  

Q W e l l  l e t  m e  ask you a ma t t e r  of o p i n i o n ,  w e l l  
more than  op in ion ,  a m a t t e r  of f a c t .  What w a s  your  p o l i c y  a s  
annunciated from b a t t a l i o n ,  and from b r igade ,  and from d i v i -
s i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  burning do,wn hootches  o r  houses? 

A .  I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h e  p o l i c y  we  had is t h a t  i f  an 
area w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  V i e t  Cong, proved t o  be V i e t  Cong con-
t r o l l e d  and w a s  used by V i e t  Cong, say f o r  example a s  a 
t r a i n i n g  s i t e ,  w e  would ask permiss ion from our  nex t  h ighe r  
headqua r t e r s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c i l i t y .  

Q W e l l  suppose it was a v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet? 

A. S i r ,  i n  a matter l i k e  t h i s  I t h i n k  t h e  p o l i c y  was 
i f  we  had gone i n t o  a hamlet and found it t o  be a s to rehouse  
of V i e t  Cong s u p p l i e s ,  equipment, and was used by V i e t  Cong 
t r o o p s ,  w e  would n o t  d e s t r o y  it u n t i l  w e  g o t  permiss ion from 
h ighe r  headqua r t e r s .  

Q. Y e s .  While you w e r e  w i th  your b a t t a l i o n  you un-
doubtedly  from t i m e  t o  t ime had Nat iona l  P o l i c e  wi th  you. Did 
you e v e r  see any mal t reatment  of p r i s o n e r s  o r  hea r  about  any 
mal t rea tment  of  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h i n  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. The on ly  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  s ir ,  was 
s e v e r a l  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  brought  back t o  LZ Sue. Captain 
GOUZOULES and I w e r e  s t and ing  by t h e  h e l i p a d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
w a s  r i g h t  around e a r l y  March, and one of t h e  t roops  s t a r t e d  
t o  rough up one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e  were p u t t i n g  i n t o  
o u r  s tockade .  Captain  GOUZOULES and I s topped him. I was 
r i g h t  behind him and w e  s topped it r i g h t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  
j u s t  a hard push. I t  i s  t h e  only  i n s t a n c e  I can recal l ,  sir.  
No, a c t u a l l y  I wouldn ' t  cons ide r  t h a t  t o  be mal t rea tment ,  sir.  

Q. Colonel  BARKER subsequent ly  took over  t h e  4/3  I 
b e l i e v e ,  perhaps  from Colonel  ADKINS? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I would l i k e  t o  mention one t h i n g .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  about  20 May, I g o t  word through t h e  Red Cross t h a t  
my f a t h e r  had d i e d  and I went back on emergency l eave .  I d idn ' t  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  a f t e r  Colonel  BARKER was unfor tu-
n a t e l y  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h  i n  June.  So a c t u a l l y  I 
d i d  n o t  s e r v e  under Colonel  BARKER. 

Q- A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  where BARKER and Captain
MICHLES w e r e  k i l l e d ,  d i d  you hea r  any o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  con-
ce rn ing  anyth ing  t h a t  may have gone on i n  t h i s  My La i  a r e a  o r  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t . ' s  hard  t o  say.  Rumors are r i p e  
over  t h e r e ,  and you hea r  a l o t  of t h i n g s .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  
any th ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My La i ,  p a r t i c u -
l a r l y  My L a i  ( 4 )  f o r  t h e  remainder of  t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .  
The f i r s t  p a r t  of J u l y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on 3 J u l y ,  w e  p u l l e d  o u t  
of t h e  o l d  Muscatine A 0  and came under t h e  196th  I n f a n t r y  B r i -
gade and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operat ions  Hawthorne and Pocahontas 
F o r r e s t .  That  w a s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  o u r  u n i t ,  u n t i l  
a f t e r  I l e f t  anyway, t h a t  we saw t h e  Batangan-My Lai  ( 4 )  a r ea .  

Q Now when Captain  GOUZOULES t a l k e d  about t h i s ,  d i d  
you g e t  any v i s u a l i z a t i o n  about  how many people  he w a s  t a l k i n g  
about?  

A. No, s i x .  Absolu te ly  no v i s u a l i z a t i o n  as  t o  num-
be r .  

Q. J u s t  s o m e  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
and some gunships  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  ARA. ARA, f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  and TAC 
a i r .  I t  w a s  my unders tanding  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on 
the 1 6 t h  a l o t  of p r e p a r a t i o n  had gone on. Firepower prepa-
r a t i o n  had been p l aced  on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and LZ. 

Q. For t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what t h e  term 
ARA means? 

A. A e r i a l  rocke t  a r t i l l e r y ,  s i r ,  gunships .  

M? MACCRATE: From whom d i d  you g e t  t he  impress ion t h a t  t h e r e  
had been a s u b s t a n t i a l  p rep  i n  advance o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. Well,  I know our  p o l i c y ,  and I thin-k t h e  p o l i c y  
of Task Force Barker ,  t h a t  i f  we could g e t  t he  TAC a i r  and i f  
we could g e t  t he  gunsh ips ,  we always had t h e  gunsh ips ,  we would 
use it. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how much they d i d  u s e ,  bu t  it 
was SOP u n l e s s  it was i n  an a r e a  where you had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t a r g e t  o r  it was i n  proximity  t o  a c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion .  Then 
we  would n o t  use it and be very s e l e c t i v e  as f a r  as where we 
would p l a c e  t h a t  f i r e .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  p o l i c y  of  Task Force 
Barker as t o  how much they d i d  p u t  i n .  I t  was j u s t  an impres-
s i o n  t h a t  I ' d  had,  s i r .  

Q .  Well d i d  you g e t  t h i s  impress ion when e i t h e r  Col- 
o n e l  BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN came over  and were o b j e c t i n g  t o  
what Captain  GOUZOULES had s a i d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what Colonel  BARKER s a i d .  I know I 
t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN on i t ,  and Major CALHOUN f e l t  t h e r e  
w a s  no b a s i s  t o  t h e  comment which was made by Captain  GOUZOULES 
t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  n e e d l e s s l y  d u r i n g  the  op-
e r a t i o n .  

Q .  Did. he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  dea ths  had r e s u l t e d  from 
a r t i l l e r y  and gunships?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  Captain  GOUZOULES s p e c i f i e d  
t h a t  o r  no t .  

Q.  No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  now about what Major CALHOUN s a i d  
t o  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I do know t h a t  Major CALHOUN 
f e l t  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  f o r  t h e  comment which w a s  made by Cap- 
t a i n  GOUZOULES and had been overheard by s e v e r a l  members o f  
Task Force Barker and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  him. 

Q. id you e v e r  hea r  from Captain  GOUZOULES o r  from 
Major CALHOUN t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on of t h a t  op- 
e r a t i o n ?  

A. I was t h i n k i n g  about  t h a t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  s i r .  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  it t o g e t h e r .  I remember vaguely,  back i n  A p r i l ,  
e a r l y  a p r i l  o r  perhaps r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  had taken  over  D o t t i e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  up a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t .  To 
t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, no i n v e s t i g a t o r s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
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i n c i d e n t  w e r e  i n  o u r  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  None t h a t  I can r e -
ca l l  w e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  we took over  on the  d a t e  mentioned 
by t h e  g e n e r a l ,  which w a s  t h e  9 th .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 
o r  hea r ing  any i n  our  a r e a .  I vaguely remember something t o  
t h e . e f f e c t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was occu r r ing  o r  had j u s t  com-
p l e t e d  up i n  Binh Son. 

Q Is t h a t  Binh Son o r  Son Tinh? 

A. Binh Son. I know I p u l l e d  o u t  my 1:100,000 map 
and even though t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  l i e s  w i t h i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of t h e  re fugees  from t h a t  a r e a  come 
up t o  Binh Son D i s t r i c t .  I d o n ' t  know why they would do t h i s  
b u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  why some of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  
i f  t h e r e  w a s ,  aga in  I d o n ' t  know, I never  s a w  them f i r s t h a n d ,  
w e r e  up a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t .  

a .  Did you know any of t h e  a d v i s o r s  down a t  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. W e l l  o u r  S2 and S5 used t o  coo rd ina t e  
r e g u l a r l y  w i th  bo th  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  and Son Tinh. I never  
t a l k e d  t o  anybody, b u t  on a number of occas ions  I went down 
and v i s i t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  I knew a Major GAVIN who was l a t e r  
promoted t o  co lone l .  However, t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  sub-
s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s  I cannot  r e c a l l .  I 

Q. Captain  RODRIGUEZ? L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS? 

A. I know I saw L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS p r i o r  t o  coming 
i n  today b u t  I d i d  n o t  remember him. 

10: Did Major GAVIN e v e r  mention anyth ing  t o  you about 
some r e p o r t s  t h e y ' d  r ece ived?  

A. Well,  s i r ,  you mean a f t e r  we had taken over  a t  
LZ D o t t i e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  we  coord ina ted  r e g u l a r l y  w i th  him, s i r ,  par-
t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h a t  a r e a  w a s  ou r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Actua l ly  I 
b e l i e v e  My Lai  ( 4 )  w a s  n o t  p a r t  of  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  r e g u l a r  
AO. I b e l i e v e  t o  g e t  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  they  had t o  g e t  an ex-
t e n s i o n  from 2d ARVN Divis ion .  I f  t h e r e  w a s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 
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Colonel  GAVIN thought  t h e r e  was a worthwhile o p e r a t i o n ,  he 
would c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o  us .  

Q. That  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  my q u e s t i o n .  Did he e v e r  men-
t i o n  t o  you r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  from people  concern ing ,  you 
might s ay ,  unnecessary  k i l l i n g  and so  f o r t h  o u t  i n  t h e  Son My 
a r e a  o r  t h e  My La i  a r e a  o r  a c t u a l l y  Tu Cung o r  Co Lay? 

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e s e  names. 

Q. W e l l  t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  we  ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h .  I t ' s  
shown i n  t h e  o range ,  you see ( i n d i c a t i n g  MAP-1) . Now t h e s e  
are t h e  g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  U.S. t e r m s ,  b u t  t h e  Vietnamese norm-
a l l y  used q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s .  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any comments by him concerning 
any n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

MR MACCRATE: I t  was t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of someone we've t a l k e d  
t o  t h a t  pe rhaps  it was you who had r e f e r r e d  t o  having heard  
of a co r r e sponzen t  speak ing  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I remember, when I came back a f t e r  emergency 
l e a v e ,  I b r i e f e d  t h e  new b a t t a l i o n  commander Colonel  A l b e r t  
RUSSELL a s  b e s t  I cou ld  on e v e r y t h i n g  I knew abou t  t h e  a r e a .  
Now I do know t h a t  I p o s s i b l y  heard  t h i s  a s  a rumor and t r a n s -
m i t t e d  it t o  him. This  S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE who was a photo-
g raphe r  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade when w e  w e r e  i n  Hawaii 
w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  my company w i t h  du ty  a t  b r i gade .  Perhaps when 
he came around t h e  f i r e  base  he might  have dropped word o f  it. 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s i r ,  who made a comment 
on it, b u t  aga in  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  comment about  a  cor respondent .  
I know I mentioned t o  him what I knew about  t h e  occur rence  o u t  
t h e r e ,  and most of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  I g o t  was s t r i c t l y  rumor. 
W e l l ,  a l l  my in fo rma t ion  was rumor. 

Q Did S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE speak t o  you about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  it occu r r ed?  

A ,  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know t h a t  when he came 
around t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
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he normally had ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  him. He might have 
s a i d  something b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it was him. 

Q .  H e  l e f t ,  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  middle of March and 
w a s  o u t  of t h e  s e r v i c e  by t h e  end of  March of 1968. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  ca se  then  it would no t  
have been him, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what correspon-
d e n t  would make it. 

Q Do you remember S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS, J ay  ROBERTS? 

A. Not by name, s i r ,  no. 

Q H e  was a correspondent  i n  t h e  P I 0  a t  Duc Pho. 

A - , But aga in  I doubt ,  even now, i f  I saw him, I ' d  
recognize  him, recognize  t h a t  I knew him then .  

.,, I0 : Where is  your home i n  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. S i r ,  my home is C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio. 

,1'' Q. And you came home f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks i n  t h e  middle 
of June you say o r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May? 

A. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of May and e a r l y  June, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did you hea r  anyth ing  when you were back home? 
I ' l l  t e l l  you t h i s ,  HAEBERLE l i v e s  i n  Ohio. 

A. No, sir.  I heard  a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing .  I n  f a c t ,  
I knew no th ing  about  t h e  a t r o c i t y  by ~ / 1 / 2 0  u n t i l  a f t e r  I read  
it i n  a magazine. I knew noth ing  about  t h i s .  

Q .  W e l l ,  w e  know f o r  example, j u s t  t o  b r i n g  o u t  a 
few t h i n g s ,  t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE was a l s o  making some l e c t u r e s  
around t h e  coun t rys ide  i n  which he was us ing  some of t h e s e  
p i c tu re s - -no t  then  knowing t h e r e  was any a t r o c i t y  b u t  t o  show 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  war among o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q o I d o n ' t  know whether he w a s  g i v i n g  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  some of h i s  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  used 
i n  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s .  
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A. I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t  h e r e ,  s i r .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what I t o l d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  Colonel  RUSSELL when 
I b r i e f e d  him on it. T h a t ' s  t o  say I d o n ' t  remember say ing  
anything r e f e r e n c e  a  cor respondent .  I d o n ' t  remember s ee ing  
any cor respondent  o t h e r  than b r igade  cor respondents  my whole 
t o u r .  I know t h a t  we'd brought i n  a couple ,  b u t  I never  saw 
them p e r s o n a l l y .  We cap tured  a 105  howi tzer  w e s t  of Quang 
~ g a iand they  brought  i n  a crew t o  t ake  p i c t u r e s  of t h a t ,  and 
t h e r e  was a t o u r i n g  r e p o r t e r  from Utah who had a b s o l u t e l y  no 
knowledge of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  He s topped by ou r  f i r e  base f o r  
a  whi le .  Other  t han  t h a t  we j u s t  d i d n ' t  have cor respondents  
i n  ou r  a r ea .  

COL FRANKLIN: You say you d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  wi th  Captain 
MICHLES t h e  a c t i o n  when he had two p l a toons  and t h a t  p l a toon  
of t r a c k s ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  some d e t a i l .  Also it was w r i t t e n  up i n ,  
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  i n ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  handbook t h a t  they  g i v e  a l l  
incoming personne l  i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  I t  was a l s o  i n  
t h e r e ,  something about  t h e  engagement, n o t  very long.  But I 
do know t h a t  it,w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  ex-
pec t ed  suppor t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  whole 
c rux  of t h e  conve r sa t ion .  They had two p l a toons  and l a t e r ,  
I t h i n k ,  t hey  were jo ined by a  p l a toon  of  t r a c k s  and were 
p r e t t y  w e l l  l e f t  on t h e i r  own. Th i s ,  I t h i n k ,  was t h e  c rux  of 
t h e  conve r sa t ion  I had wi th  him. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  h i s  body count  and h i s  weapons count  
on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  The only t h i n g  I remember him 
t e l l i n g  me  i s  t h a t  it was p l e n t y  h o t ,  t h a t  they w e r e  unable  t o  
move o u t  w i t h  some of  t h e  crew-served weapons t h a t  he over ran .  
I b e l i e v e  he w a s  speaking of  .50 c a l i b e r  machineguns which we 
knew t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  had. They w e r e  under heavy f i r e ,  
and when they  p u l l e d  o u t  of  t h e  a r e a ,  they j u s t  'd id  n o t  have 
the  t i m e ,  due t o  t h e  heavy f i r e ,  t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  weapons and 
b r ing  them o u t  w i th  them. A t  t h a t  t i m e  of t h e  yea r  t h e  c louds  
a r e  very  low. It was imposs ib le  t o  g e t  decen t  a i r  suppor t  i n ,  
gunship-wise,  and I b e l i e v e  it was c l o s i n g  i n .  I f  I remember 
him c o r r e c t l y ,  he mentioned it was c l o s i n g  i n  towards dark  and 
he wanted t o  g e t  h imse l f  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  n i g h t f a l l .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  they  g o t  o u t .  
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Did he ever  t a l k  about the  high body count of I
Q. 
Char l ie  Company on t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  we a r e  d i scuss ing  here? 

A. Not t o  me, s i r ,  no, s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him ever  saying something about 
some of t h i s  body count being women and ch i ld ren?  Did he ever  
t a l k  about any kind of body count i n  Task Force Barker, in-
cluding women and ch i ld ren?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  Captain MICHLES was a very 
f i n e  commander and very competit ive.  He d e f i n i t e l y  was t r y i n g  
t o  do the  b e s t  job he could and outsh ine  t h e  o t h e r  commanders 
I think.  I d o n ' t  remember him ever  making a comment l i k e  t h a t ,  
no t  even i n  jest. 

10: We apprec ia te  you coming i n ,  Major MCANAW. I w i l l  
say t h a t  wi th  what we've had t o  d i scuss  here  today t h a t  i f  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  b i t s  and p ieces  s t a r t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  p lace  t o  r e f r e s h  
your memory, I ' d  l i k e  very much t o  have you g e t  i n  touch with 
t h i s  o f f i c e  so  we can t ake  advantage of t h a t  information,  es-
p e c i a l l y  i f  you can th ink  o f ,  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  
i n  t h i s  a rea ,  any maps, photos,  memoranda, l e t t e r s ,  o r  any-
t h i n g  which w i l l  bear  upon t h i s ,  t h a t  you know of o r  t h a t  you 
have. We'd l i k e  t o  take  advantage of those .  

1 
A.  There i s  one i tem, s i r ,  as  f a r  as  background, I 
d i d  do. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w i l l  be of any value.  I d i d  w r i t e  
up a number of observat ions  and recommendations a f t e r  I came 
back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  and s e n t  t o  t h e  p resen t  America1 Divis ion 
commander. However, t h e r e '  s nothing i n  t h e r e  t h a t  has any 
bearing on t h i s  case ,  but  t h a t ' s  the  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can think 
o f .  

I0 : I th ink  maybe we'd l i k e  t o  see them, t o  have an 
opportuni ty t o  look them over  t o  make our  awn judgment on it. 
And w e ' l l  g e t  them r i g h t  back t o  you. 

A.  Yes, sir.  I ' v e  go t  a copy of them here ,  sir.  
There is one t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  say,  o f f  t h e  record .  

I0 : Well, before  we  go o f f  t h e  record I would l i k e  
t o  give you an opportuni ty t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you'd l ike  
t o  ask o r  i f  you'd l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a  s ta tement  i n t o  the  record.  
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A. No, s i r .  The on ly  t h i n g  I can say  i s  t h a t  I 
s e r v e d  27 months w i t h  t h e  4 / 3  and t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br iqade .  
I was v e r y  proud o f  t h e  u n i t .  I t h o u g h t  it was an except ional . -
l y  f i n e  combat u n i t .  I t h o u g h t  it was a b l y  l e d .  I know t h a t ,  
s p e a k i n g  f o r  my b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  two commanders I s e r v e d  u n d e r ,  
we had v e r y  t i g h t  c o n t r o l s  a s  f a r  a s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  and 
c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y .  Th i s  w a s  under  Co lone l  ADKINS and Colone l  
RUSSELL, and a s  I s a i d  I ' m  v e r y  proud t o  have been a  member of  
t h a t  u n i t .  

I0: Anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

10: W e  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 7 0 8  h o u r s ,  2 3  J a n u a r y  
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: McKNIGHT, Robert W., MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S3, 11th Infantry 

Brigade 


1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 


The witness had been present at the brigade briefing 
on the evening prior to the operation in issue and heard 
nothing that would incite the persons present to commit 
the acts alleged (pg. 29) . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a. Whereabouts of witness. 


On the morning of the operation, the witness 

accompanied the Brigade Commander, Colonel HENDERSON, in 

the command and control ship (pg. l), which arrived in the 

area at 0730-0745 hours (pg. 3). In the command and control 

ship, in addition to the aforementioned, were: a Sergeant 

ADCOCK, Colonel LUPER, Sergeant Major WALSH, Warrant Officer 

COONEY, a co-pilot, and two door gunners (pg. 17). 


b. Operational area. 


The landing zone in issue was some 200 to 300 meters 

west of My Lai (4), and artillery craters were seen in that 

area (pg. 11). The area of operations, as extended for the 

operation of the 16th of March and the following days, was 

east of north-south grid line 70 and north of east-west 

grid line 78 (pg. 14). The witness testified that the area 

around My Lai (4) and (5) was not considered a free fire 

area by the U.S. forces since civilians were known to be 
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(5) The witness did hear some reports of the 

weapons count - body count disparity and a report of 

Captain MEDINA killing a woman, but did not remember 

anything else out of the ordinary (pg. 19). He did note 

that Charlie Company was lifted out of the area on the 

17th, and that Bravo stayed out another day (pg. 14). 


3. REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS. 


a. Immediate reports. 


Upon questioning about reports to division, the 

witness pointed out that a report of a day's activity was 

due at 1630 each day and was forwarded verbally. This was 

in addition to the normal SITREP (pg. 20). Concerning 

investigation of the incident in issue, the witness noted 

that he had heard that awarrant officer saw the commander 

of C/1/20 shoot a woman. The warrant officertold Major 

WATKE who told Lieutenant Colonel BARKER. Colonel HENDERSON 

then heard this report from the warrant officerand Major 

WATKE. Colonel LUPER told the witness that Colonel HENDERSON 

had questioned Captain MEDINA, commander of C/1/20, about 

the incident and accepted his explanation (pg. 21). He 

also heard that some personnel of C/1/20 had been questioned 

by Colonel HENDERSON about what had happened (pg. 21). 


b. Later re~orts. 


Further, the witness testified that he saw a 

report of Colonel HENDERSON'S in letter form in the latter 

part of March or early April (pg. 22). He remembered having 

seen Exhibit R-1 which he thought to be HENDERSON'S report 

as well as the inclosures to Exhibit R-1 (pg. 24). 


c. ARVN reports. 


Later some VC propaganda about the operation in 

question prompted Colonel HENDERSON to mention such 

information to the America1 commander as well as to the ARVN 

Division Commander. Colonel TOAN reportedly told Colonel 

BLACKLEDGE that it was VC propaganda and said to ignore it. 

Howev~r, the ARVN's did make an investigation and found the 

allegations unwarranted. This report was read by the witness 

(pg. 2 3 ) .  
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d. BARKER'S r e p o r t .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recall s ee ing  t h e  r e p o r t  
marked E x h i b i t  R-2 nor  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 251. He 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  normal combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from 
a b a t t a l i o n  o r  l i k e  o u t f i t  would go t o  b r igade ,  w i t h  a  copy 
going t o  t h e  S3 of  t h e  b r igade  f o r  submission t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
w i t h  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  combat r e p o r t  Cpg. 26 ) .  A r e p o r t  such  a s  
E x h i b i t  R-2 would n o t  have been f i l e d ,  according t o  t h e  
w i tnes s ,  u n l e s s  it had been a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  b r igade  
commander (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  had heard of  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  ch i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ;  however, t h e  weight of 
it was n e g l i g i b l e  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s , s i n c e  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
had n o t  been i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  1964 o r  1965 (pg. 2 8 ) .  
Nothing w a s  heard  of  a subsequent r e p o r t  from Colonel  
K H I E M  (pg. 28 ) .  

e. Report ing requirements .  

The wi tnes s  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  any requirements  
f o r  r e p o r t i n g  suspec ted  a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 3 1 ) ,  nor  d i d  he 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  had a copy of  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 
(Exh ib i t  D - 1 )  (pg. 31 ) .  He r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  
s u f f e r e d  g e n e r a l l y  from a sho r t age  of  p u b l i c a t i o n s  (pg. 32) 
and no ted  t h a t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  E x h i b i t s  M - 2 ,  
M-3, o r  M-4 (pg. 3 3 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  T ra in ing  of  personne l  involved.  

H e  t hen  summarized t h e  t r a i n i n g  given t h e  
members o f  t h e  br igade  and t h e  m a t t e r s  covered p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t r ea tmen t  of  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  Geneva and Hague Conventions, 
t h e  Rules of Land Warfare (pgs.  35, 36 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  a 
check of  personne l  records  would i n d i c a t e  whether o r  n o t  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  had r ece ived  such t r a i n i n g .  

b. Opinion o f  Captain MEDINA. 

Concerning t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  
wi tness  opined that C a p t a i n  MEDINA was an ou t s t and ing  
o f f i c e r ,  and t h a t  he would never  have i s s u e d  the o r d e r s  now 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him (pgs.  43-35). The wi tnes s  added t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON d i d  n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o r d e r  a 
v i l l a g e  des t royed  (pg. 4 4 ) .  However, a s  t o  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  the a l l e g e d  a c t s ,  t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never  
been ques t ioned  by anyone i n  t h e  b r igade  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
(pg* 51) 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' NOTES PAGES 

HENDERSON'S R e p o r t  23 

R- 2 BARKER' s R e p o r t  w l t  never s a w  it. 24, 26 

-2-25 
P-26-42 

Miscellaneous 

Miscellaneous 

scenes 

scenes 

None seen. 
w i t  saw on ly  26 6 
41 jn m a a a z i n e .  

39, 40 

39, 40 

1,IFE Masazine w l t  had seen .  40 

M- 4 

D-1 

MACV card, " N i n e  R u l e s t t  
MACV card, " E n e m y  i n  
Your Hands" 
MACV card, " G u i d e  f o r  
~ o m m a n d e r s "  

MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 

w i t  had 
w i t  had 
legde. 
w i t  had 
ladqe. 
w i t  had 
ledse . 

seen. 
no k n o w -

no k n o w -

no k n o w -

32 

33 

33 

32 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MCKNIGHT,  Robert W .  M A J  

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 12 ,  1 4  February 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: F a i l u r e  t o  obey o r  v i o l a t i o n  of  
gene ra l  o r d e r s ,  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f ,  du ty ,  wi thhold ing  ev idence ,  
f a l s e l y  . t e s t i f y i n g ,  suppress ion  of  i n fo rma t ion ,  and 
conspiracy t o  suppress  in format ion .  

COUNSEL: Kenneth A. GRIFFITHS, CPT, J A G C ,  appointed 
m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  s t a t i o n e d  wi th  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Judge Advocate General ,  Washington, D. C.  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S3, 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade.  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  adv ised  o f  h i s  r i g h t  t o  counse l  and 
he dec ided  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  r i g h t .  Upon be ing  provided 
wi th  m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  t h e  w i tnes s  r e fused  t o  make a f u r t h e r  
s t a t emen t  o r  answer any ques t ions  o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0 9 0 6  hour s ,  3 

December 1969 .) 


10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The r e p o r t e r  w i l l  b e  sworn. 

(The r e p o r t e r ,  SP7 Mil ton J .  BROWN, 250 -
44-5476, was sworn.) 

The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN.  

(MAJ Robert W .  MCKNIGHT,  , Command 
and General  S t a f f  Col lege ,  F o r t  Leavenworth, Kansas, was 
sworn and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

10: Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  r e p o r t s  and reviews 
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
of in format ion  by any person who had a  duty  t o  r e p o r t  
and f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what 
happened a t  My L a i ,  b u t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  
purposes  which I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me a t r a n s c r i p t  
of your p r i o r  s t a t emen t  ob ta ined  i n  an e a r l i e r  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  
a l s o  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  
taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  
b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t  is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
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p a r t s  of it may la te r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask  you q u e s t i o n s .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s  
and they a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask ques t ions  i n  my b e h a l f .  
However, I h.ave the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing the 
ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
w i t h  o t h e r s  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  
o r  as  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  

10: Thei-2 be ing  no advice  necessary  a s  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  
of r i g h t s  a t  t h e  moment, w e  w i l l  proceed.  

Major MCKNIGHT what was your  duty  assignment 
on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  S 3 ,  11 th  Brigade.  

Q - How long  had you been i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. S ince  January t h e  16 th  of  that  y e a r ,  1968. 

Q - Approximately 2 months? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. U n t i l  June of 1968, and o f f  and on be ing  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  S 3  and t h e  S 3  between June and November 1968. 

0 o So you stayed i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  a l l  
du r ing  that pe r iod?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Would you p l e a s e  e x p l a i n ,  i n  b r i e f ,  your  
a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  the p e r i o d  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task 
Force Barker?  
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A. My a c t i v i t i e s  l a r g e l y  c o n s i s t e d  of accompanying 
t h e  b r igade  commander du r ing  t h e  conduct  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  which f lew over  t h e  
a r e a  du r ing  t h e  t ime t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  going on,  and 
a d v i s i n g  and a s s i s t i n g  t h e  br igade  commander i n  my 
c a p a c i t y  a s  t h e  S3. 

Q Would you e x p l a i n  i n  some d e t a i l  what you d i d ,  
what you saw, what you hea rd ,  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You may use  t h e  map i f  you l i k e  and r e f e r  t o  it. 
I t  i s  on t h e  back w a l l .  

(The wi tnes s  u t i l i z e d  t h e  E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) 

A. The combat a s s a u l t  w a s  scheduled t o  go i n  a t  
0730 on t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  due t o  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  wi th  t h e  
command c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  b r igade  commander's s h i p  was 
n o t  a b l e  t o  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  was scheduled  t o  go i n .  We d i d  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0730 a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  o f  C/1/20 which was 
one of  t h e  companies of Task Force Barker had going 
i n t o  t h e  LZ. Now I b e l i e v e  w e  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  
about t h e  t i m e  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  went i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

The scheme of  t h e  maneuver, b a s i c a l l y ,  was t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company w a s  t o  go i n  t o  t h e  sou th  p a r t  of  My L a i  
( 4 ) ,  and t h e y  w e r e  t o  sweep through My L a i  ( 4 )  and l i n k  up 

wi th  Bravo Company, which went i n t o  an LZ n o r t h e a s t  of  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  was t o  have been preceded by 
an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p ,  which was t o  be f i r e d  from an a r t i l l e r y  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  had a t  LZ Upt igh t ,  which was i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. I f  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  Upt ight  i s  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  n o r t h .  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  And it was t o  be prepped--also,  
t h e  L Z ' S  w e r e  t o  be  prepped by gunships  when t h e  i n i t i a l  
l i f t  went i n t o  t h e  a r ea .  I t  was t h e  t r o o p s  o f  C h a r l i e  
Company go ing  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and Bravo Company going 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q How l a r g e  an a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was planned? 
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A. S i r ?  

Q - How l a r g e  an a r t i l l e r y  prep was planned? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Normally our 
a r t i l l e r y  preps were from 3 t o  5 minutes. They 
were s h o r t  i n  dura t ion ,  t o  s u r p r i s e  the  enemy and t o  
enable  us t o  g e t  i n t o  the  a rea  before  t h e  enemy had a 
chance t o  man h i s  defensive p o s i t i o n s  and r e a c t  t o  our  
a s s a u l t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. We a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  are,a, as I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  
a t  about the  same time t h e  l a s t  l i f t  of Char l i e  
Company was going i n t o  the area .  We received a '  r e p o r t  
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  the  L Z ' z  were cold;  however, 
when the  ground a s s a u l t  s t a r t e d  moving toward My Lai 
( 4 )  they repor ted  t h a t  they had received l i g h t  ground 
f i r e  and t h a t  they had re turned  t h a t  f i r e .  

The gunships t h a t  were i n  support  of the  
opera t ions  a t  about t h i s  time repor ted  see ing  two 
people evading t o  t h e  northwest of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  they 
engaged these  people,  and t h a t  they were k i l l e d .  We 
immediately went t o  t h a t  a rea ,  c i r c l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  
pick up t h e  people i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  ground. They were 
dressed i n  what appeared t o  be a grey o r  green uniform 
and appeared t o  be wearing some s o r t  of m i l i t a r y  gear.  

Q a  Did you pick them up on t h e  north? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i n  t h i s  a rea .  We marked t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  wi th  smoke and d i r e c t e d  the  ground t roops t o  
go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  and search f o r  those people and s e e  
if they could recover the  weapons. 

Q . But d i d n ' t  you say you picked them up? Does 
t h i s  mean t h a t  you landed? 

A. No. We de tec ted  them on t h e  ground. We observed 
them on t h e  ground, and we s tayed i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  c i r c l e d  
a n 7  o r b i t e d  the  area u n t i l  we were c e r t a i n  t h a t  the  ground 
t roops knew where they were loca ted  and could recover  t h e  
weapons. 

Q.  What time was t h i s ,  approximately? 
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A. I would say t h a t  t h i s  was roughly 0750, 
a t  which t ime w e  proceeded from t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  
a r e a  where B/4/3 was conducting t h e i r  combat a s s a u l t ,  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  nea r  P i n k v i l l e .  W e  o r b i t e d  t h i s  a r e a  whi le  
they w e r e  conducting t h e i r  combat a s s a u l t .  They r epor t ed  
no ground a c t i v i t y .  

Q. You moved from t h e  My Lai a r e a  over  t o  t h e  e a s t  
t o  observe t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q For B/4 /3?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And whi l e  you were over  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  a t  what a l t i t u d e  were you f l y i n g ?  

A. Our a l t i t u d e  v a r i e d  a l l  day from 1,500 f e e t  t o  
ground l e v e l .  W e  landed one time. I would say it was 
equa l ly  d iv ided  between a high a l t i t u d e  of 1,500 f e e t  and 
t r e e t o p  l e v e l .  W e  were down a t  t r e e t o p  l e v e l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
and when w e  went over  t o  observe Bravo Company w e  climbed 
t o  about 1,500 f e e t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  cont inue.  

A. When w e  saw t h a t  t h e r e  was no a c t i o n  h e r e ,  w e  
aga in  went over  t o  where Char l i e  Company had went i n .  They 
were cont inuing  t o  r e p o r t  l i g h t  ground f i r e  a s  they  moved 
on My Lai ( 4 ) .  

Q Did you see Char l i e  Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q P l a i n l y ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ?  

Q- I say  p l a i n l y ?  Could you see them p l a i n l y  on 
t h e  ground? 

A. No, s i r .  The a r e a  is  broken by t a l l  g r a s s ,  
hedgerows. W e  could s e e  them moving, b u t  n o t  p l a i n l y .  
I n t e r m i t t e n t l , y ,  w e  could see t h e  s o l d i e r s  moving on t h e  
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ground and by t h e  t ime t h a t  we had g o t t e n  back over  he re  
they w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we could  j u s t  s e e  
some o f  t h e  people  moving i n t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The gunships  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  sou th  of  My La i  ( 4 )  had 
r e p o r t e d  obse rv ing  two people  evading i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and 
they  had observed them t o  have thrown something i n  a r i c e  
paddy which w a s  t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h i s  road t h a t  l e a d s  from 
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n t o  Quang Ngai. So w e  went i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  
t r y  t o  de te rmine  if w e  cou ld  observe what t hey  had thrown 
away. Again, w e  descended t o  t r e e t o p  l e v e l .  W e  hovered,  
I would s a y ,  a t  t i m e s  about  6 f e e t  above t h e  ground i n  
t h e  area where t h e  gunship had r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  t h e s e  
people  d i s c a r d  some a r t ic le .  We were unable  t o  p ick  
any th ing  up. W e  went from t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  
road ,  a t  t r e e t o p  l e v e l ,  t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  n o r t h  of t h e  
road ,  s t i l l  s o u t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) .  And on t h e  road i t s e l f  
we observed two inen and a woman l a y i n g  on t h e  road.  They 
had a p p a r e n t l y  been k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  
o r  by gunships .  I would s a y  they  were k i l l e d  by t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  gunships  o r  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  because t h e  
combat a s s a u l t  went i n  n o r t h  of  t h e r e .  W e  d i d  n o t  have,  
as f a r  a s  I am aware, any t roops  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

moved a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  edge of a 
rice paddy and w e  observed  a w a t e r  b u f f a l o  which had been 
s l a i n ,  and I saw a l s o  a man and a woman t h a t  w e r e  dead aga in  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  t o  m e ,  from a r t i l l e r y  and o r  gunship f i r e ,  
because w e  were s t i l l  sou th  o f  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  company 
had gone i n  on combat a s s a u l t .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we observed two mi l i t a ry -age  
m a l e s  evad ing  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  a long  t h i s  pr imary road.  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  521 t h a t  goes i n t o  Quang Ngai. W e  su spec t ed  
t h a t  t hey  were VC t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  I might 
a l s o  add a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  c i v i l i a n s  
moving a long  t h i s  road.  I would e s t i m a t e  between 300 and 
400 c i v i l i a n s .  

9 - Where d i d  t hey  come from, do you know? 

A. They came, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  from My La i  ( 4 )  , b u t  
from a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  and hootches  and h u t s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  as soon a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  They w e r e  on t h e  
road by t h e  t ime w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  The road w a s  
l i t e r a l l y  c logged wi th  people .  This  i s  an unimproved road ,  
and it was c logged,  and t h e y  were head ing  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
toward Quang Ngai. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
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contacted the  t a sk  fo rce  commander and asked h i m  what 
a c t i o n  he had taken t o  screen  these  people and the  t a s k  
fo rce  commander, I ' m  no t  s u r e  what he r e p l i e d ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
he s a i d  t h a t  they had been screened o r  would be checked. 
I t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a l l  of them because they s t a r t e d  
out  of the  a rea  before  our t roops a c t u a l l y  go t  on the  ground 
and were a b l e  t o  organize themselves and t ake  a p o s i t i o n  t o  
oversee them. The majori ty  of the  people had s t a r t e d  t o  
move o u t  of t h e  a r e a  before  we could do anything about them, 
a s  f a r  as  screening  them is  concerned. A t  no time were 
these  people,  moving along t h e  road,  molested i n  any way. 

To g e t  back t o  t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t  t h a t  I was developing, 
the  two people t h a t  we saw evading, we t r i e d  t o  g e t  
them t o  s t o p  by low-level f l i g h t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t r y i n g  
t o  i n t e r s e c t  t h e i r  path of movement. We were no t  a b l e  
t o  do s o  because we were i n  t h e  Huey, and i t s  m o b i l i t i e s  
a r e  not  t h e  b e s t .  We d i d ,  however, con tac t  one of t h e  
aero-scout h e l i c o p t e r s  which was i n  support  of t h e  opera t ion .  
They a r e  organized with both t h e  Huey and OH-23's. We 
contacted one of t h e  OH-23's, and he moved over i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a  t o  a s s i s t  us and t r y  t o  d e t a i n  o r  s t o p  these  people 
from evading on the  ground s o  t h a t  we could apprehend them. 
He placed some automatic weapons f i r e  along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
road t o  g e t  t h e s e  people t o  s t o p ,  They d i d  s t o p .  W e  landed 
our  h e l i c o p t e r  somewhere i n  t h i s  a rea  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map) 
around Hoa My. W e  had our  doorgunner dismount from t h e  
Huey, and he went out i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy and apprehended 
the  two and brought them on board t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and we 
took them back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  r i g h t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  map), 
where we turned  them over t o  the  M I  team t h a t  was i n  suppor t  
of Task Force Barker. These people l a t e r  proved t o  be PF's 
who had been h e l d  p r i s o n e r  by t h e  VC a t  My Lai ( 4 )  and, 
of course,  t h i s  i s  only hearsay on my p a r t ,  b u t  during the  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  they s t a t e d  t h a t  they f igured  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a p la toon-s ize  element i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h a t  they had 
moved o u t  of My Lai about t h e  time t h a t  we had moved i n  with 
our  combat a s s a u l t ,  o r  s h o r t l y  before .  Apparently t h e  two 
people t h a t  we k i l l e d  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 )  were a p a r t  of 
t h i s  VC fo rce  t h a t  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n igh t .  

From t h i s  p o i n t  we re fue led  a t  LZ Dot t ie  and 
came back over  t h e  a rea  t o  observe t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. While a t  LZ Dot t ie  d i d  you s e e  anybody t h e r e ,  
t a l k  t o  anybody? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  General YOUNG, who was t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  
a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we 
d i d ,  and Colone l  HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  him t h e r e . .  I a m  no t  
aware o f  what t r a n s p i r e d  o r  went on. 

Q Did you have an oppor tun i ty  t o  v i s i t  t h e  TOC 
whi le  you were t h e r e ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime.  No, s i r .  

Q .  Did you have any r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h a t  t ime 
concern ing  t h e  p rog res s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We were moni tor ing t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a l l  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w e  were going back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Of cou r se ,  
w e  had t o  cease  moni tor ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  whi le  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
w a s  be ing  r e f u e l e d ,  a l though  we d i d  s t a r t  moni tor ing  it 
once we were a i r b o r n e .  So we were aware o f  what was go ing  
on i n  t h e  area. We were h e a r i n g  a l l  t h e  r a d i o  r e p o r t s  du r inq  
t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Q - P l e a s e  con t inue  wi th  your  s t o r y .  

A. A f t e r  we l e f t  D o t t i e  w e  came back t o  t h i s  a r e a  
and observed t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  u n t i l  about  1100, 
because t h e  b r igade  commander had assumed command of  t h e  
b r igade  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  and we had a r ranged  f o r  him t o  pay 
a  cou r t e sy  ca l l  on t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander a t  Quang 
Ngai. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t ime ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i t  was a t  1100, s o  we a r r i v e d  back a t  Quang Ngai about  
t h a t  t i m e ,  and t h e  b r igade  commander c o n s u l t e d  wi th  General  
TOAN, who was t h e n  Colonel  TOAN and l a t e r  General  TOAN. 
From t h a t  appointment we went t o  Duc Pho. We had lunch and 
t h a t  a f t e rnoon  we f lew back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  observe t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  I would s a y ,  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  
Then we r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho around 1630. 

Q- What t ime d i d  you a r r i v e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  from 
p i c k i n g  up t h e  two suspec t ed  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I would s a y  between 0930 and 1000,  s i r .  

Q. You were t h e r e  f o r  how long?  

A. Less  t han  30 minutes .  I t  was c l o s e r  t o  20 minutes.  
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Q 0 And when you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
aga in ,  what a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  d i d  you cover?  

A. W e  covered bo th  a r e a s .  Both t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
and I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  My Lai  (1) a r e a  h e r e .  W e  were i n  
bo th  a r e a s .  The a c t i o n  had more o r  l e s s  subs ided  when we 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  There were some hootches  bu rn ing  i n  
t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  and t h e r e  were a l s o  some f i r e s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  where Bravo Company went i n ,  My La i  (1). But t h e r e  
w a s  no qround a c t i v i t y .  The u n i t s  were conduct ing a 
ground sea rch  miss ion ,  C h a r l i e  Company moving from My La i  
( 4 )  toward Bravo Company's p o s i t i o n  he re  a t  My Lai  (1). 

Q When you were ove r  t h e  g e n e r a l  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
d i d  you n o t i c e  any bodies?  

A. None, o t h e r  t han  I have a l r eady  covered.  

Q And you would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h a t  would be  how 
manv ? 

A. Well ,  f i v e  what appeared t o  be c i v i l i a n s ,  t h r e e  
men and two females ,  and t h e  two m i l i t a r y  t y p e s  t h a t  w e  
observed n o r t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  -

Q What a l t i t u d e  were you ma in t a in ing  on your  
r e t u r n ?  

A. W e  were a t  about  1,500 f e e t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
w e  g o t  down t h e  second t ime.  

Q Did you h e a r  any,  when you were moni tor ing  t h e  
r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  d i d  you h e a r  any o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  be ing  
given? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What were t h e  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  vour  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. We monitored t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  between t h e  
company commander and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander and t h e  
ba-:t a l i o n  TOC. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were o u t  of  t h e  o rd ina ry  t h a t  concerned t h e  p roq res s  
of t h e  u n i t s  on t h e  ground. There were r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
u n i t  had c a p t u r e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  weapons. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  
I assumed t h a t  t o  be t h o s e  two up h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  
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map) p l u s  ano the r  one t h a t  they recovered.  They had r e p o r t e d  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  n o t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  they had r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  VC 
i n  t h e  a r e a  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d e t a i l s .  There w e r e  
s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any one 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I would say  t h a t  they d i d  r e p o r t  VC be ing  
k i l l e d  on t h e  ground. The f i n a l  count  of t h e  a c t i o n  i n  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  d i d  n o t  come i n  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  the day when they 
had a chance t o  complete t h e  s e a r c h  through t h e  a r e a  and had 
counted t h e  number of  VC t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  And I t h i n k  
as a r e s u l t  of t h a t  c o u n t ' i t  was r e p o r t e d  128 VC KIA. 

Q. Is t h a t  j u s t  f o r  C/1/20 o r  was t h a t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
caperation? 

A. Tha t  w a s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q Inc lud ing  Bravo? 

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  I remember it, they  d i d n ' t  have 
any c o n t a c t  i n  Bravo ' s  a r e a .  A l l  t h e  c o n t a c t  was i n  C h a r l i e  
Company ' s a r e a .  

Q Were t h e r e  any r e p o r t s  coming i n  concerning 
c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes. W e l l  n o t  r e p o r t s  as such,  b u t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander, of cou r se ,  s a w  t h e  same ones  t h a t  I had a l r e a d y  
covered,  and h e  b rough t  t h i s  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander's 
a t t e n t i o n .  And I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what he a c t u a l l y  t o l d  him. I 
b e l i e v e  he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander should  
make an e f f o r t  t o  de te rmine  how t h e  people  g o t  k i l l e d .  
I n s o f a r  as t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  i t s e l f  r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  casua l -
t i e s ,  I remember none a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q - Did you h e a r  of a body count  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  prep?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q A t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod  d i d  you h e a r  some-
body s a y ,  ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  and 
noncombatants ? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  no t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  i s s u e d  t o  s t o p
burn ing  houses and s o  f o r t h ?  

(MCKNIGHT) 10 APP T-2 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There w a s  one. The b r igade  commander, 
of cou r se ,  observed t h e  houses i n  My La i ,  and he  contac ted  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander and t o l d  him t h a t  t hey  should n o t  
burn t h e  houses  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander 
impar ted  something i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  t h a t  it had been s topped  
o r  would be s topped .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r e s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  
a r ea - - tha t  w e r e  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  area--were n o t  
s t a r t e d  by t h e  t roops  b u t  were s t a r t e d  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
gunships  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Because t h e r e  
w e r e  f i r e s  i n  t h e  area-- in  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  C h a r l i e  Company 
reached  t h e  v i l l a g e - - j u s t  as they  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  edge 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could t h i s  have been caused by some o f  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e .  The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  had 
a l r e a d y  been f i r e d ,  b u t  t h e  LZ w a s  t o  t h e  southwest  o f  t h e  
w i l l a g e  and u n l e s s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was o f f  cons ide rab ly  i t  
would n o t  have been caused by t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  I t ' s  more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  it was caused by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships .  

Q You p e r s o n a l l y  d i d n ' t  s e e  a r t i l l e r y  impact i n  t h e  
a r e a  o r  craters i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. There w e r e  c r a t e r s  a l l  ove r  t h e  a r e a  
t h e r e .  There appeared t o  be f r e s h  c r a t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
t h e  LZ. 

Q How f a r  w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  t h e  LZ? 

A. I would say  200 t o  300 meters, s i r .  I conducted 
b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  two s i m i l a r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same 
a r e a  s o  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would ask 
I t r i e d  t o  f i l t e r  through my thoughts  and dec iphe r  and 
determine and d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
o p e r a t i o n s .  They w e r e  a l l  conducted i n  January and February 
and March o f  t h a t  yea r .  

Q - Had you i n  t h i s  p rev ious  operat ion--had you run 
i n t o  s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Very s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e .  During t h e  
f i r s t  one i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  i t s e l f  and i n  t h e  second 
o p e r a t i o n  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  w e l l  up h e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 5 ) .  Very 
s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e .  
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around 1700, 1630 t o  1700 on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  16th t o  
t h e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  and t o  t h e  west of P i n k v i l l e ,  
somewhere between t h e r e .  They went i n t o  a n i g h t  defensive 
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  a rea .  The plan was f o r  Char l i e  Company t o  
sweep back through My Lai ( 4 ) .  This had been d i r e c t e d  by t h e  
br igade commander. 

Q. When d i d  he d i r e c t  t h a t ?  

A. sometime i n  t h e  af ternoon when w e  found ou t  what 
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were--the VC K I A ' s - - I  keep saying t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  bu t  I mean t h e  VC KIA--because it w a s  s o  high 
and t h e  weapons count was s o  low t h a t  it was somewhat 
suspect  on t h i s  po in t .  He wanted t o  determine , I suppose, ' 
where t h e  d i s p a r i t y  w a s  and perhaps t h a t  t h e r e  had been some 
weapons overlooked on t h e  ground. He wanted t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  thoroughly pol iced  and t h a t  he knew 
exac t ly  what had went on t h e r e ,  and I ' m  no t  su re  about t h e  
in te rven ing  o rde r s .  Anyway, they d i d  n o t  sweep back through 
t h a t  a r e a ,  I s u s p e c t ,  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  
General KOSTER, who i s  our  d i v i s i o n  commander, f o r  f e a r  of  
running i n t o  booby t r a p s  going back through t h e  a r e a ,  which 
had been our previous experience.  Once be fo re ,  w e  went 
through an a r e a ,  we t r i e d  t o  go back through it, and it had 
been heav i ly  booby-trapped. But anyway Char l i e  Company w a s  
l i f t e d  o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  and I be l i eve  they went back t o  LZ 
Dott ie .  

Q. When were they moved ou t?  

A. The following day, s i r ,  and I b e l i e v e  they went 
back t o  LZ Dott ie .  B/4/3 continued with t h e  opera t ion  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  and I be l i eve  they moved from t h i s  
a rea  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  west of P i n k v i l l e  somewhat t o  t h e  
south and then  back t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q. How f a r  south d i d  they go? Do you know? 

A. I would say they s t ayed  somewhere nor th  of t h i s  
g r i d  l i n e  (poin t ing  t o  the  map). I d o n ' t  s e e  it numbered 
he re  b u t  I would say 500 t o  700 meters from P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Did they go as  f a r  as t h e  Song Tra Khuc? 

A. The Song Tra Khuc? No, s i r .  They d i d  no t .  

Q. How f a r  above--north of g r i d  l i n e  78?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember what our a rea  of ex tens ion  was. 
A s  I pointed o u t  e a r l i e r ,  we had some o t h e r  opera t ions  i n  
t h i s  a rea ,  and we have had our a rea  of ex tens ion  down t o  t h e  
Tra Khuc River ,  but  i n  t h i s  case ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge ,  we d id  not  go t h a t  f a r  south i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  W e  
went, I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  r i v e r  down t h e  70 north-south g r i d  
l i n e  t o  t h e  78 east-west g r i d  l i n e ,  and e a s t  t o  t h e  ocean, 
and everyth ing  i n  t h a t  a rea  t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q - And t h a t  conceivably may have been t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
you opera ted  i n .  But as  f a r  as ob ta in ing  t h e  a r e a  from ARVN, 
a s  you have t o  do from 2d ARVN Divis ion ,  would it be 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you took t h e  whole a rea  e a s t  of north-south 
g r i d  l i n e  70? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t  is  poss ib le .  A s  I s a i d ,  I f i n d  it 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  remember which A0 we had a t  t h a t  time because 
of t h e  o t h e r  e a r l i e r  opera t ions .  But i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  I 
b e l i e v e  we only had a small AO; and t h e  reason why I be l i eve  
t h i s  i s  because i n  our  two previous opera t ions  we had s e n t  
from LZ D o t t i e ,  by road, a l l  t h e  way down t o  he re  (po in t ing  
t o  the  map) and then  on 521, a  platoon o r  company minus of 
A P C ' s ,  along with ground-reinforced i n f a n t r y  u n i t s ,  went 
along t h i s  road t o  a t t a c k  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  And of course 
t h i s  r equ i red  a g r e a t e r  AO. But s i n c e  we d i d n ' t  do t h a t  
on t h i s  opera t ion  I be l i eve  t h e  A 0  was smal l e r ,  because we 
r e a l l y  d idn '  t need t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e .  I f  we got  t h e  A0 we 
would be re spons ib le  f o r  it. 

Q Now t o  come back t o  your s t o r y  again ,  a f t e r  you 
l e f t  t h e  a r e a  and you re turned  t o  Duc Pho, your headquar ters ,  
d id  anything happen t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  Again, I f i n d  it 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  ,from t h e  o t h e r  opera t ions  because 
on one o r  two occas ions ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  on one of t h e  o t h e r  
opera t ions ,  we had been mortared i n  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t  i n  our  
defens ive  p o s i t i o n s ,  but  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  we were, during 
t h i s  one. I be l i eve  it was on t h e  two previous ones. 

Q =  I wasn ' t  t h ink ing  s o  much about t h e  opera t ion
i t s e l f ,  b u t  s o  f a r  a s  your a c t i v i t i e s  were concerned, d i d  
anything come up, f o r  example, concerning t h e  r a t i o  of  
weapons and VC K I A ,  t h e  r a t i o  of enemy K I A  t o  f r i e n d l y  K I A ,  
t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d ?  Did any of t h e s e  mat ters  come 
up and were they discussed a t  t h e  s t a f f  meeting t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  d id  you have a s t a f f  meeting? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  always had a s t a f f  meeting. I t  
was a very,  very r a r e  circumstance when w e  d i d  n o t  have one,  
so I have no reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  have one 
scheduled t h a t  evening a t  1700 hours.  The br igade commander 
had a l ready d i r e c t e d  Colonel BARKER t o  send Char l i e  Company 
back through t h a t  a r e a  t o  determine why t h e  d i s p a r i t y  o f  
the weapons-body count r a t i o .  And I d o n ' t  recall  whether 
or no t  this w a s  mentioned a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a f f  meeting 
o r  not .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it was, because t h e  f a c t s  had n o t  
been accura te ly  determined as  t o  why t h e  d i s p a r i t y - - t h a t  i s ,  
t h e  reason f o r  t h e  d i s p a r i t y .  

a.  Did you accompany Colonel HENDERSON t h e  following 
day? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q.  Did he  t a k e  anybody with him, t o  your knowledge? 

A. The fol lowing day? 

Q.  Yes? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he w a s  normally accompanied by h i s  
d r i v e r ,  who w a s  a Sergeant  ADCOCK, and t h e  br igade se rgean t  
major who w a s  Command Sergeant  Major WALSH. 

Q - WALSH? 

A. WALSH . 
And t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander, Colonel 

LUPER. And I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  people were wi th  him a l l  t h e  
fol lowing day. There might have been o t h e r  people,  b u t  
I don' t r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q- Was Colonel LUPER wi th  you on t h a t  day--on t h e  
16th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he w a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a i r  crew 
t h e r e  w a s  Colonel HENDERSON, Sergeant ADCOCK, Colonel LUPER, 
Command Sergeant Major WALSH, myself; t h e  p i l o t  was Warrant 
O f f i c e r  COONEY from t h e  174th Aviation Company, and I d o n ' t  
remember who t h e  c o p i l o t  was. 

MR WEST: How many t o t a l ?  
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A. S i x  passengers.  

Q. S i x  passengers? 

A.  Five passengers.  

Q - Plus t h e  p i l o t ,  t h e  c o p i l o t  and t h e  two door-
gunners ? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

I 0  : Continue wi th  your s t o r y .  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was a normal custom o r  pol icy  t o  
have a d a i l y  s t a f f  meeting, with the  br igade  s t a f f  and 
br igade  commander, t o  summarize t h e  day 's a c t i v i t i e s  and 
d iscuss  p lans  f o r  t h e  next  day o r  f o r  t h e  fu tu re .  The 
br igade  commander d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  conunanders 
then,  a s  he v i s i t e d  them almost d a i l y .  He d i d  no t  assemble 
them i n  one group u n t i l  Saturday. I t  was t h e  pol icy  i n  the  
br igade  t o  have t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, when poss ib le ,  
i n t o  t h e  b r igade  CP t o  have a commander's conference on 
Saturday af te rnoon of each week, and I b e l i e v e  Colonel 
HENDERSON covered t h i s  with ' t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders the  
next  time they were assembled during a r e g u l a r  commander's 
meeting. 

Q - The following Saturday af ternoon a f t e r  t h e  16th  
o r  17th?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q On your SITREP's, who approved t h e  SITREP going
from br igade  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. That  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  my a s s i s t a n t ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The opera t ions  SITREP was prepared under 
my supervis ion .  I t  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  although I had 
designated t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  see ing  
t h a t  t h e  SITREP w a s  submitted when it was supposed t o  b e ,  
and i n  t h e  format t h a t  it w a s  supposed t o  be,  and t h a t  it 
contained t h e  th ings  t h a t  it should contain.  Every day it 
had t o  be  i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  by 2000 hours ,  I b e l i e v e ,  as  of 
1900 hours.  I t  included a c t i v i t i e s  up u n t i l  1900 hours 
and t o  be  submit ted t o  d i v i s i o n  by 2000 hours.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t he  SITREP t h a t  was submitted on 
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t h a t  d a t e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I submit ted 
it because I d i d  check t h e  SITREP's as o f t e n  as p o s s i b l e ,  
and it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I approved t h e  SITREP f o r  t h a t  day,  
ar it could have been submit ted by my a s s i s t a n t ,  Major 
DAVIDSON . 
Q. How long d id  t h i s  ope ra t ion  cont inue? 

A. C/1/20 p u l l e d  back t h e  fol lowing day,  I b e l i e v e .  
Bravo C~mpanys tayed  i n  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing day and I 
b e l i e v e  they came o u t  t h e  day a f t e r  t h a t ,  on t h e  18 th .  

Q And they would have been a i r l i f t e d  from t h e r e  t o  
LZ Dot t i e?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  were taken t o  Do t t i e .  
I t h i n k  they w e r e  taken up t o  Uptight.  

i 

Q - Did you have a r a d i o  r e l a y  s t a t i o n  a t  Upt ight?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There was one. 

Q- What was t h e  purpose of t h a t ,  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. The communications a t  D o t t i e  t o  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  
blocked by a h igh  h i l l  mass a long he re  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  map). 
We e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e l a y  a t  LZ Uptight s o  a s  t o  have a c l e a r  
s h o t  i n t o  t h e  ope ra t ion  a r e a .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
purpose of p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  people i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  a r e a  t o  
communicate wi th  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. Did t h i s  de lay  t ransmiss ion?  Was it an automatic  
r e l a y  o r  a voca l  r e l a y ?  

A. I t  w a s  a vocal  r e l a y ,  yes ,  sir.  I f  t hey  had an 
automatic r e l a y  I ' m  n o t  aware of it. The r e l a y  t h a t  I am 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  w a s  a voca l  r e l a y .  But t h e r e  was no information 
r equ i red  f o r  submission t o  D o t t i e  which was of an immediate 
ope ra t iona l  concern.  The informat ion  w a s  r e l ayed  t o  D o t t i e  
s o  they could forward it on t o  br igade headquar te rs .  There 
was a TOC se t  up he re  a t  D o t t i e ,  and they communicated wi th  
br igade headquar t e r s ,  which was a t  Duc Pho . 
Q. You a l s o  had,  i n  e f f e c t ,  d i r e c t  communications 
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wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander. 'Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q When I say you, I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  u n i t s  on t h e  
ground. 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

And he is  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  o r b i t i n g  t h e  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

The people on the  ground could communicate wi th  
D o t t i e  a t  t i m e s ,  b u t  mostly they would have t o  go through 
t h e  r e l a y  back t o  D o t t i e  because they c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  
D o t t i e  from t h e  ground d i r e c t l y .  I say they c o u l d n ' t  b u t  
t h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  when they could,  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  e s t a b l i s h  
c o n t a c t ,  b u t  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  r e l a y  t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  
had respons ive  communications. 

Q- Now I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  m e  anything you know 
about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  were made i n t o  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March. 

A. I t h i n k  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  t h e  
fo l lowing  day. I w a s n ' t  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, b u t  I heard  
what happened. I w i l l  have t o  say  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be  hearsay 
i n  some r e s p e c t .  

Q Hearsay from whom? 

A. From the  b r igade  commander and from t h e  people  
who w e r e  w i th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  Major CALHOUN, the oper-
a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  I heard  t h a t  a warran t  o f f i c e r  who was 
from t h e  s c o u t  company of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  
which had been i n  suppor t  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  had r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s  commander, who i s  a Major 
WATKE, who had brought  it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel 
BARKER and t h e  people  i n  authority--commander of C/1/20 
shoo t  a woman. This was passed on t o  Colonel HENDERSON the  
nex t  day when he  a r r i v e d  a t  D o t t i e  t o  v i s i t  w i th  Colonel 
BARKER and t o  g e t  an update on t h e  ope ra t ion .  Colonel 
HENDERSON, r e a c t i n g  t o  t h i s ,  heard  the warran t  o f f i c e r  's 
s t o r y  from t h e  warran t  o f f i c e r  himself  and from Major 
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WATKE. Colonel HENDERSON went t o  t h e  a rea  where Char l i e  
Company was i n  t h e i r  n i g h t  blocking p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i n  t h e i r  
l aager  p o s i t i o n  here  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map) , and he t a l k e d  t o  
Captain MEDINA. And I had t h i s  t o l d  t o  me a l s o  by 
Colonel LUPER, who was with him t h a t  day when he t a l k e d  t o  
Captain MEDINA i n  t h a t  a rea  about shoot ing t h i s  woman. 
Captain MEDINA1s  explanat ion  t o  Colonel HENDERSON was 
t h a t  he had seen o r  de tec ted  a movement t o  h i s  r e a r  
and t o  h i s  s i d e  and t h a t  because they were r ece iv ing  l i g h t  
ground f i r e  from t h e  a rea  he whir led and f i r e d  and apparent ly 
he k i l l e d  a woman, a s  it was l a t e r  found out .  The movement 
was apparent ly p a r t l y  concealed and p a r t l y  i n  t h e  open 
and Colonel HENDERSON, I assume , bought h i s  explanat ion  
because Captain P E D I N A  was one of our  b e t t e r  u n i t  commanders. 
He had no reason t o  doubt h i s  word i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  regard.  
And I th ink  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day a f t e r  t h a t ,  Char l ie  Company had 
been l i f t e d  ou t  of t h i s  a r e a  back t o  Dot t i e .  I t  may have 
been i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map), I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which, h u t  
I th ink  it w a s  back t o  Dot t i e .  Colonel HENDERSON assembled 
some of t h e  personnel from Char l i e  Company t h a t  had been i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  and asked then  i f  they  had seen any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
o r  anything o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry ,  and they r e p l i e d  negatively--. 
t h a t  they had no t .  

Q This i s  a l l  hearsay? 

A. This i s  a l l  hearsay ,  s i r .  

Q Reported t o  you by Colonel LUPER? 

A. Yes, s i r .  P a r t  of t h i s  from Colonel LUPER. I 
don ' t  remember my exac t  sources ,  because a t  t h e  t ime I had 
no reason t o  ques t ion  them, b u t  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel 
LUPER about it and Colonel HENDERSON, of course ,  informing 
me of what had taken p l a c e ,  and a l s o  t h e  people t h a t  were i n  
t h e  t a sk  fo rce  t h a t  day--Colonel BARKER, who had been my 
previous boss ,  and Major CALHOUN with whom I worked c l o s e l y .  

Q. Do you know whether--at any t ime,  d i d  you hea r  of 
any o t h e r  t h i n g  bes ides  Captain MEDINA' s k i l l i n g  t h i s  woman 
t h a t  had been a l l eged  by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON o r  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON spoke t o  Captain MEDINA about ,  o r  t o  any 
o the r  ind iv idua l?  

A. No, s ir .  That was t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  was repor ted  
a r i s i n g  from t h e  opera t ion .  
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Q That you heard? 

A. That I heard,  yes s i r .  O f  course ,  t h e  f i n a i  body 
count of 128 s tood o u t ,  and t h i s  was repor ted  t o  h igher  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e  t a s k  force d id  r e p o r t ,  I ' be l i eve ,  2 5  c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d .  Now t h i s  was t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  f u r t h e r  
search through t h e  area .  

Q Was t h i s  information forwarded t o  t h e  America1 
Division e l e c t r o n i c a l l y ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I ' m  su re  it was as  a mat ter  of normal 
course.  I ' m  su re  it was. I have no s p e c i f i c  knowledge of 
t h a t  information being s e n t  t o  Americal, but  it was 
the  pol icy  wi th in  t h e  br igade and wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  information would have been forwarded. Now it 
would have been forwarded on one of t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
occasions.  One of these  being,  as  it was received from 
t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h e  br igade TOC, i t  would have 
been forwarded t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC and a t  1600 hours--1630 
hours--each day the  Americal requi red  t h a t  we submit a 
verba l  summary, by secure  voice t ransmiss ion ,  of t h e  days 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  headquar ters ,  so  they could use 
it f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  That would be 
t h e  second ins tance  whereby they would have received it. 

Q Was your secure voice t ransmission made a 
mat ter  of record i n  your headquarters  and a l s o  a t  t h e  
Americal Divis ion headquarters  ? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  should have been en te red  i n  t h e  
log. A l l  t h e  messages s e n t  ou t  were normally en te red  i n  
t h e  log  t h a t  was maintained t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC. And t h e  
t h i r d  means would have been by t h e  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  
r e p o r t s ,  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  which were t r ansmi t t ed  by 
t e l e t y p e  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  Divis ion consol ida ted  
t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t s  from a l l  t h e  br igades and forwarded 
it t o  h igher  sources.  

Q. Repeat again when your SITREP was due. I t  was as  
of 1700 t o  be submitted by--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r .  I t  was t o  be submitted 
by--the time changed while we were over t h e r e ,  bu t  it was 
submitted n o t  l a t e r  than 2000 hours as  of 1900 hours.  
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  1900--7 o ' c l o c k .  

Q .  Seven p.m. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  7 p.m. And we had t o  have it i n  1 hour  
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q I t  had t o  be  i n  1 hour a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A.  I t  may have been 1 e x t r a  hour a f t e r  t h a t ,  y e s ,  
s ir .  

Q .  A l , l  r i g h t ,  come back aga in  t o  my q u e s t i o n .  I 
want you t o  t e l l  me eve ry th ing  you can t e l l  me about  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l ace .  

A. There was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by Colonel  
HENDERSON, b u t  I am n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  how it came about .  

Q Do you know how Colonel  HENDERSON r e p o r t e d  t o  
d i v i s i o n  h i s  f i n d i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I r ead  h i s  r e p o r t .  H e  conducted an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A s  I s t a t e d  ear l ie r ,  I am n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  
how it came abou t ,  whether it was a requirement  from d i v i -
s i o n  because of  t h e  25 c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  w e  had r e p o r t e d ,  o r  
some o t h e r  r ea son ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But ,  anyway, he was d i -
r e c t e d  by General  KOSTER, I assume, t o  conduct an i n v e s t -
i g a t i o n  and h e  d i d  so .  I ' m  n o t  aware of  how he  conducted 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  f o r  I was n o t  w i t h  him when he  d i d  so ;  
b u t  I d i d  r ead  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  he forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n .  
I t  was i n  l e t t e r  form, wi th  an exp lana t ion  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and t h e  sequence of  even t s  and t h e  scheme of t h e  maneuver, 
t h e  f i r e  suppor t  p l an  and what a c t u a l l y  happened du r ing  t h e  
conduct of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and what t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e ,  and an 
exp lana t ion  of  how t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  occur red .  

Q Were you p r i v y  t o  any of t h e  in format ion  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  None o t h e r  t han  r ead ing  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was s e n t  
forward. 

Q Would you g i v e  t h e  t ime--the approximate d a t e  of  
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of A p r i l .  The t h i n g  was reopened,  t h i s  i s  what i s  con-
f u s i n g  m e  about  it.  I t  w a s  reopened a t  a la ter  t i m e  i n  
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A p r i l ,  because we had,  o r  ou r  S2,  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, had 
r ece ived  from--through ARVN channe ls ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a P W  prop-
aganda l e a f l e t  which r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  They 
s t a t e d  i n  t h a t  l e a f l e t  t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  something l i k e  
300 t o  400 people ,  massacred o r  s l a u g h t e r e d  them. 
Th i s  Colonel  HENDERSON brought ,  and aga in  I d o n ' t  have any 
pe r sona l  knowledge of  i t ,  b u t  I know he d i d  a s  a ma t t e r  of  
cou r se  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's a t t e n t i o n .  H e  
a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  commander. I 
was p r e s e n t  du r ing  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n .  

Q =  When d i d  it t a k e  p l ace?  Colonel HENDERSON d i s -  
cussed it wi th  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When w a s  t h i s ,  approximately what d a t e ?  

A. I t  was i n  A p r i l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what d a t e .  I 
would say  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  A p r i l .  And General T O A N ' s  
r e a c t i o n  w a s  t h a t  it was a VC propaganda s t u n t  t h a t  t hey  
had r e l i e d  on i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and he s t a t e d  tha t - - I 'm n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  he  was aware of t h i s  r e p o r t - - t h a t  he was conduct ing an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  would have one conducted. And l a t e r  on,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  A p r i l  o r ,  y e s ,  it was 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  w e  r ece ived  a r e p o r t  of  t h e  
ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I read  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h a t  r e p o r t  
which had been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh .  And it, i n  e s sence ,  
d i scounted  t h e  r e p o r t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  it was a propaganda 
s t u n t  of  t h e  VC. 

Q. Who made t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  ARVN r e p o r t ?  

A. W e  had r ece ived  an in format ion  copy and I b e l i e v e  
a copy had been forwarded t o  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  and t h e  
b r igade .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  paper  had been prepared  
by t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  who was a Colonel  K H I E N .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  was h i s  name. I have it w r i t t e n  down h e r e  i n  my book. 
(The wi tnes s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  s m a l l  green Army notebook.) 

K-H-I-E-N,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  K H I E N .  And t h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  I ' m  confused on, I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n  whether Colonel  
HENDERSON'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was submi t ted  a f t e r  t h i s .  I be-
l i e v e  it was b e f o r e  t h a t ,  t h a t  he  had r ece ived  a r e p o r t  from 
ARVN channe ls ,  and h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was submi t ted  p r i o r  t o  
t h a t  t i m e ,  which was more o r  less a  conf i rmat ion .  

Q .  How was Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  
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Americal Divis ion? 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  sir.  Normally, a r e p o r t  of t h a t  
na ture  would have been hand-carried by t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
o r  one of t h e  s t a f f  members. I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n .  I don ' t  know 
how it w a s  de l ive red .  But t h a t  would be t h e  normal procedure. 
A r e p o r t  going t o  the  d i v i s i o n  commander would be personal ly  
hand-carried by t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  whom we had going back 
and f o r t h  each day o r  it might have been taken up by one of 
the  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  I d i d  no t  take t h e  r e p o r t  myself. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. None t o  my knowledge, no, s i r .  

We had no reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  anything was ou t  
of t h e  ord inary  o t h e r  than what I ' v e  covered. The c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  w e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  gunship 
f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  time. And the  s t o r y  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA had re l ayed  t o  Colonel HENDERSON was p l a u s i b l e  and 
and acceptable  a t  t h e  time. We had no reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been anything out  of the  ord inary .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1016 hours ,  3 December 
1969.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1023 hours ,  3 December 
1969.) 

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e  again p resen t .  

10: Major MCKNIGHT,  I have h e r e  a  document here  which 
has been en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  R-1 .  I would c a l l  
t h i s  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  and ask i f  you have seen t h i s  docu- 
ment previous ly ,  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form (handing document t o  
w i t n e s s ) .  

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. 

A. Yes, sir.  This appears t o  be the  r e p o r t  of inves-
t i g a t i o n  which was submitted t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  

Q. Did the  r e p o r t  which you saw, Colonel HENDERSON'S,  
have a t t ached  t o  it two inc losures  which a r e  a l s o  appended 
here to?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  repor t - -or  t h e  l e t t e r  
from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of Quang 
Ngai Province ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f '  i t ?  

A. N O ,  sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h a t  one.  

Q. With r e s p e c t  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Can I modify t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I t  may have been a p a r t  of t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I r ead  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief--may have 
been appended t o  t h a t  r epo r t - - t he  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
N O ,  s i r .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  I n c l o s u r e  1, da t ed  1 4  A p r i l ,  do 
you know who prepared  t h i s  document? 

A .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I now show you E x h i b i t  R - 2 ,  which has been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  ev idence  a s  p a r t  of t h e  r eco rd ,  and ask i f  you have 
p rev ious ly  s een  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

(Hands document t o  w i t n e s s .  ) 

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  having seen  t h i s ,  
very  p o s s i b l y  I d i d .  

Q Normally on a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  an a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  such a s  t h i s ,  what i s  t h e  normal p rocess?  
What would you expec t  t o  happen t o  a paper  such a s  t h i s  
coming i n  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  and addressed  
t o  a b r i g a d e  commander? 

A. Well ,  i f  i t  was addressed  t o  a b r i g a d e  commander 
as t h i s  one i s ,  it would be  shown t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, 
s ir .  And t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper he  would have probably have 
s igned  o f f  on and r e tu rned  it t o  m e  o r  t o  t h e  S3 shop,  and 
it would have been h e l d  t h e r e  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  summary t h a t  we submit .  
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The on ly  o p e r a t i o n s  which r equ i r ed  a s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t  w a s  a 
named major o p e r a t i o n .  This  paper d i d  no t  f i t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
requirement ,  r e q u i r i n g  a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t .  

Q. To d i v i s i o n ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you normally send a  copy of such a r e p o r t  
t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  Not u n l e s s  t hey  reques ted  it. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge o f  d i v i s i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I do n o t .  

Q- Do you have any i d e a  of  what may have gene ra t ed  
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  covers  on ly  
one day, 

A .  Not u n l e s s  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander had asked f o r  
it s p e c i f i c a l l y  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t o  be  submit- 
t e d  t o  b r i g a d e ,  i n  connect ion wi th  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t o  
assert e x a c t l y  what happened du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

0 - Have you e v e r  seen  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h i s  combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

(Witness examines i n c l o s u r e .  ) 

For  t h e  r eco rd .  Th i s  is  a l e t t e r  r e p o r t  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  
TOAN, t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  Colonel  K H I E N  of  Quang Ngai 
Province.  I n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R-2. 

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h i s .  

Q. Then, a s  t h e  S 3  of t h e  b r i g a d e ,  you saw n e i t h e r  
t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  nor  i t s  a t tachments ,  t h a t  
w e r e  submi t ted  by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER on t h e  28th of 
March? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  them. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  aga in  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 1  which 
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you have t h e r e  w i t h  you. Would you n o t i c e  t h e d a t e  on t h e  
r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  memory a s  t o  t h e  t i m e  
frame o f  when t h i s  r e p o r t  was made? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  does .  

Q. You've i n d i c a t e d  i n  p r i o r  t e s t imony  t h a t  you 
thought  it was i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  A p r i l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  T h i s  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  Going back t o  your  p r ev ious  t e s t imony ,  about  t h e  
number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  VC k i l l e d ,  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  128 had been k i l l e d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  \ 

Q. You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  subsequent ly--or  subse-
q u e n t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  it was determined t h a t  t h e r e  had,  
i n  f a c t ,  been a p l a t o o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h i s  i s  hea r say  on my p a r t .  I t ' s  from 
t h e  S 2  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  t h e  two PF ' s  t h a t  w e  p icked  up. 
T h a t ' s  what t h e y  s a i d .  

Q Would t h i s  n o t  t h e n  cause  you t o  wonder how a 
p l a t o o n  o f  128 o r  s o ,  i n  exces s  of  128 o r  s o ,  happen t o  b e  
i n  My L a i ?  What would you normal ly  a c c e p t  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  a VC p l a t o o n ?  

A. Something less than  3 0 .  

Q. I n  t h e  neighborhood o f  25 o r  30?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q Wouldn't  you u se  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  
from t h e  PF ' s ?  

A .  No, s i r .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  s o ,  because  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  such r e p o r t s  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  I t ' s  d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e y  knew--
t h a t  t h e  PF ' s  knew--exactly what was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p r i s o n e r s .  
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Q Did you e v e r  s e e  a r e p o r t  o r  h e a r  of a r e p o r t  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  i n  Son My t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I heard  about  one. 

Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  where I heard  about i t ,  b u t  I 
d i d  h e a r  about  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and I do r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  had made such a l l e g a t i o n s  about  t h i s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  of  such a r e p o r t  i s  h i g h l y  . 
q u e s t i o n a b l e  because t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  h a d n ' t  been i n t o  
t h a t  a r e a ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
pe r iod  of  t i m e .  H e  w a s  i n  f a c t  i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  The v i l l a g e  c h i e f  could n o t  go i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  because it was VC dominated. I t h i n k  t h e  r e p o r t  
t h a t  I had w a s  t h a t  h e  had n o t  been i n  t h a t  a r e a  s i n c e  
1964 o r  1965. 

MR WEST: Please b e  su.re t h e  r e p o r t e r  hea r s  you, and 
everyone e l s e ,  a l s o .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

I0 : Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a r e p o r t  of k i l l i n g  of  
noncombatants i n  My L a i  V i l l a g e  from Colonel  KHIEN? 

A. No, sir.  I know of no such r e p o r t .  

Q. To your knowledge d i d  anybody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  
o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e  any of t h e  people  t h a t  
had moved o u t  o f  My L a i  V i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir .  There w e r e  no r e p o r t s  forthcoming of  
any i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  A f t e r  we had moved o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  
of course ,  it i s  j u s t  s u p p o s i t i o n  on my p a r t  t h a t  t h e  
people  moved back i n ,  because t h e r e  were no a d d i t i o n a l  
re fugees  c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  t h e  p rov ince  of 
Quang Ngai. They, presumably wh i l e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
going on ,  moved o u t  o f  t h e  immediate a r e a ,  and a f t e r - i t  
w a s  over  moved back i n .  Of cou r se ,  when we moved o u t  of 
t h e  area, once aga in  t h e  a r e a  belongs t o  t h e  VC. 

Q .  Would you normally have your  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
people ,  ARVN, and s o  f o r t h ,  geared up t o  t a k e  c a r e  of 
r e fugees  from an o p e r a t i o n  of t h i s  s o r t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  any r e fugees  recovered .  
I t  was n o t  a p l a n  o r  a miss ion  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  accumulate  
r e f u g e e s .  There  was no encouragement f o r  t h e  evacua t i on  o f  
r e fugees  w h i l e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was b e i n g  conducted,  p r i m a r i l y  
because  t h e  r e f u g e e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  Quang 
Ngai D i s t r i c t - - o r  Quang Ngai Province--were over loaded  a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  They cou ld  n o t  hand le  any a d d i t i o n a l  
r e fugees .  Had it been a  p a r t  o r  p l a n  o r  de s ign  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e  cou ld  have evacua ted  some people  o u t  of  
t h e  a r e a ;  b u t ,  w e  d i d  n o t  a t t emp t  t o  do t h i s  because  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  went i n  s o l e l y  t o  combat t h e  48 th  Local  
Force  B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  had been r e p o r t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q What k ind  of  o p e r a t i o n  would you c l a s s i f y  t h i s ?  

A. I t  was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t ype  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. To s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  what? 

A. The VC f o r c e s  t h a t  w e r e  encountered i n  t h e  a r e a  
and any enemy i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  might  encoun te r .  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON when h e  
spoke t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commanders t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t  i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The day b e f o r e ,  I b e l i e v e  it was 
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  1 5 t h ,  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  k i cked  
o f f  on t h e  1 6 t h .  I t  was conducted i n  a s m a l l  b r i e f i n g  t e n t  
on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  TOC and Colonel  HENDERSON, 
a s  I s t a t e d  ear l ie r ,  had j u s t  assumed command o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ;  
and t h e  f i r s t  o f  h i s  remarks t o  t h e  assembled group,  t h e  
u n i t  commanders, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commanders, and s t a f f  
p e r s o n n e l ,  was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  had j u s t  
assumed command, and h e  w a s  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e i r  suppor t - - the  
u s u a l  t y p e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  remarks--and a s  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  h e  
d i d  comment on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was coming up t h e  fo l l owing  
day,  because  it invo lved  a major p a r t  of t h e  a s s e t s  of  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e .  H e  po in t ed  o u t  t o  them t h a t  i n  t h e  p r ev ious  
o p e r a t i o n s  w e  had had i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  w e  had d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  
t h e  48 th  Loca l  Force  B a t t a l i o n .  I b e l i e v e  he  c a u t i o n e d  
them t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l e r t ,  t o  expec t  a c e r t a i n  amount 
o f  r e s i s t a n c e  i f  w e  d i d  encoun te r  any VC--if w e  w e r e  a b l e  
t o  f i n d  them--and t h a t ' s  abou t  a l l  I remember of  it.  

Q Could h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  have i n  any way i n c i t e d  
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s t r o n g  r e p r i s a l s  by u .S .  members of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  VC o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t i on?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  n o t  i n t e r p r e t  them t h a t  way. 

Q Did h e  make any r e f e r e n c e  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir.  H e  d i d  n o t .  

Q- Did h e  g i v e  any c a u t i o n  concern ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  
and wounding o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether  he  pointed--he  c e r t a i n l y  
knew and s o  d i d  Colonel  BARKER and s o  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  company 
commanders t h e r e  know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember him ment ioning t h i s ,  b u t  h e  
may have. 

Q. What w e r e  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p rocedures  w i t h i n  your  
t a s k  f o r c e  and w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p rocedures  on 
a t r o c i t i e s .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  anyone ment ioning a t r o c i t i e s .  
I d o n ' t  know--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  your  SITREP's d i d  you make it a 
p r a c t i c e  of  r e p o r t i n g  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Our SITREP was a summary o f  t h e  d a y ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s - - w h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  d i d  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  
time--a requ i rement  o f  t h e  SITREP summary of t h e  d a y ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  condensed form. 

Q. Exp l a in  t h e  SITREP. You say  it w a s  a condensed 
form? Did you h a v e . a n y ,  o r  cou ld  you p u t  f o r t h  any r ea son  
why, f o r  example, i n  a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of  Colone l  
BARKER on t h e  28th  o f  March t h a t  it d i d n ' t  i n c l u d e  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did your  b r i g a d e  have an SOP which c o n s i d e r s  
such t h i n g s  as t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  PW's and t r e a t m e n t  o f  non-
combatants ,  women, c h i l d r e n  and t h e  l i k e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. Did i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it d i d .  

Q. O r  w a r  c r imes? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  o r  have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  i n  t h a t  regard?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  
r ega rd?  

A. No, s ir .  I was n o t .  

Q - I have h e r e ,  Major MCKNIGHT,  a copy of  t h e  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4, d a t e d  27 A p r i l  1967, e n t i t l e d  " I n s p e c t i o n s  
and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  War Crimes." This  was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  us 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y .  W e  do  n o t  have i t  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form. 
I would ask you t o  review t h i s  document, i n  b r i e f ,  down 
t o  t h e  mark on page 5 ,  and t e l l  m e  i f  you have e v e r  seen 
t h i s  document o r  something s i m i l a r  t o  it. For t h e  r eco rd  
t h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  D - 1 ,  t h e  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4, of  1967. 

(The wi tnes s  examined t h e  document.) 

A. No, s ir .  I have n o t  seen  t h i s  document, t o  
t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. 

Q Do you know whether o r  n o t  a copy of t h i s  was 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. No, s ir .  I do no t .  I f  I may expand on t h i s ?  
A t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  br igade- - for  background I w i l l  have 
t o  go back t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e  b r i g a d e  deployed from H a w a i i .  
There was a group t h a t  made a l i a i s o n  v i s i t  t o  Vietnam, 
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  i n  September o f  1967, and they  brought  
back a number of  documents wi th  them. Regula t ions  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  which p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  b r igade  
i n  t h e  coun t ry  and t h e  conduct  of  o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  
a r r i v a l  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  t h e r e .  This  document was n o t  among 
t h o s e  t h a t  t h e y  brought  back,  and I b e l i e v e  I s a w  a l l  t h a t  
t hey  d i d  b r i n g  back,  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  f i e l d ,  of  t h i s  na tu re .  

(MCKNIGHT) 31 APP T-2 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

When w e  a r r i v e d  i n  count ry ,  i n i t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  was made 
on a  number of MACV and USARV d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f i e l d  and o t h e r s  of t h i s  na tu re .  I screened,  
I t h i n k ,  a l l  of them, and I do n o t  remember see ing  one of  
this na tu re .  A f t e r  w e  were i n  t h e  country t h e  documents 
came i n  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a s  they w e r e  publ i shed ,  and those  t h a t  
we were r e q u i r e d  t o  have on hand w e  r e q u i s i t i o n e d ,  b u t  we 
r a r e l y  eve r  r ece ived  them. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
the  ones t h a t  w e  had on r e q u i s i t i o n  we never rece ived .  So,  
consequently,  t he  b r igade  was s e v e r e l y  s h o r t  of MACV and 
USARV d i r e c t i v e s .  And I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t h a t  t h e  
MACV o r  USARV i n s p e c t o r  gene ra l  came down t o  t h e  headquar te rs  
and t h e  f a c t  was brought  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  we w e r e  s h o r t  
of p u b l i c a t i o n s .  Not t h i s  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  , b u t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
i n  gene ra l .  

Q = When d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  

A. The i n s p e c t i o n  was i n  June o r  J u l y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
s i r ,  1968. 

Q. W e l l  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  which w e  a r e  r e f e r r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  M-2 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ,"  
and ask i f  you have seen  t h e s e  i n  ca rd  form a s  they w e r e  
i s s u e d  by Headquarters ,  MACV? 

(I0 hands t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  the  wi tness . )  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

8. Who had t h e s e  documents? 

A. A t  t h e  time the b r igade  a r r i v e d  i n  country w e  
rece ived  somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 3,000 of t h e s e  
cards .  That l e f t  us about 1,500 t o  2,000 s h o r t  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
t o  t h e  br igade .  W e  made d i s t r i b u t i o n  of those  t h a t  w e  had,  
and w e  r eques t ed  through channels ,  t h e  remainder of t h e  cards  
s o  a s  t o  make d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  everyone t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  
br igade.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h i s  r e q u i s i t i o n  was n o t  
f i l l e d .  So w e  were s h o r t  t h a t  number. The b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
w e r e  informed by t h e  b r igade  commander, who was General  LIPSCOMB 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  conta ined  on 
these  cards  w e r e  d isseminated t o  a l l  personnel  w i t h i n  t h e  command- 
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Q . Could it be i n f e r r e d ,  then ,  from what you have 
s t a t e d ,  t h a t  every man i n  t h e  command e i t h e r  had one of 
these  o r  was aware of t h e  contents  of i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I show you another  card  which has been entered  
i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-3, e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands," and I would ask i f  you have seen this document 
previous ly  ? 

(The wi tness  examined the  document.) 

A. No, s ir .  I do no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s .  I do 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  a  p o r t i o n  of it, t h a t  i s ,  t h e  key phrases  on 
t h e  back of t h e  card ,  b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  card.  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  e n t i r e  content?  

(The wi tness  examined t h e  second page.) 

A .  No, s i r - -only  t h e  key phrases  t r a n s l a t e d  from 
English t o  Vietnamese. I saw them i n  some form o r  o t h e r ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were on t h i s  card .  

Q - I have h e r e  a document which has been en te red  
i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  M-4, e n t i t l e d  "A Guidance f o r  
Commanders i n  Vietnam, " by W. C.  WESTMORELAND. This i s  
a l s o  i n  t h e  2- by 3-inch card  form. I would ask you i f  you 
have seen t h i s  previous ly?  

(The wi tness  examined t h e  document. ) 

A. No, s i r .  

Q I would l i k e  now f o r  you t o  t e l l  me everything 
you can concerning the  t r a i n i n g  which had been given wi th in  
t h e  b r igade  concerning the  t rea tment  of women and ch i ld ren  
and noncombatants, r e p o r t i n g  of a t r o c i t i e s ,  r e p o r t i n g  of 
war crimes, and a l l  mat te rs  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge they had received no 
t r a i n i n g  i n  r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s  o r  war crimes.  I f  I could 
go back and s t a r t  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r - - a t  t h e  time I joined 
t h e  br igade ,  I i n i t i a l l y  joined them as t h e  I G  i n  Ju ly  
1967, and dur ing  t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion  a  l o t  of s l o t s  were 
taken away s o  I became t h e  a s s i s t a n t  b r igade  S3 plans 
o f f i c e r ,  and t h i s  was i n  October of 1967 and t h e  t r a i n i n g  
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of the br igade  had been completed a t  t h a t  p o i n t  o r  almost 
p r a c t i c a l l y  completed. I was aware of some of the  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  went on a t  t h a t  t ime, b u t  I was pr imar i ly  concerned 
with plans and t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  br igade which, a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  had become counterinsurgency o r i e n t e d ,  because we 
were aware t h a t  t h e r e  was a good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we would 
go over,  and t h i s  cons i s t ed  pr imar i ly  of opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g .  
And I do n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h i s  na tu re  b e i n s  
conducted. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  br igade deployed I was s t i l l -
t h e  plans o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  br igade ,  although I d id  p lan  t h e  
i n i t i a l  in-country t r a i n i n g  of t h e  br igade.  This inc luded,  
a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  i n  country,  a very s h o r t  per iod  of time 
f o r  t r a i n i n g .  The br igade  closed i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  
26th of December, and we deployed the  f i r s t  b a t t a l i o n  i n  an 
o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  2d of January. The i n i t i a l  
t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  i n  country cons i s t ed  of combat 
a s s a u l t  t r a i n i n g ,  and a i r  a s s a u l t ,  t o  inc lude  classroom 
phases,  s o  t o  speak, f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  i n  loading and unloading procedures and s o  
f o r t h ,  and a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  a s s a u l t s .  We a l s o  had v i l l a g e  
search and booby t r a p  t r a i n i n g  which was conducted by a 
b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion,  chemical warfare  
t r a i n i n g .  Rules of engagement f o r  the  t roops were not  
covered a t  b r igade  l e v e l ;  t h i s  was t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
b a t t a l i o n .  They a l s o  had a requirement f o r  handling of PW's 
and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  We d i d n ' t  have but  a  very 
l i m i t e d  pe r iod  of time t o  conduct t h e  t r a i n i n g  as  a  b a t t a l i o n  
s a w  f i t .  These were t h e  primary th ings  t h a t  the  br igade  
covered. 

There was a l s o  an o r i e n t a t i o n  course covered by 
our  h o s t  b r igade  which was the  3d Brigade, 4th Divis ion.  
This was an 8-hour block of i n s t r u c t i o n  on th ings  such 
as  scou t  dogs, booby t r a p  t r a i n i n g ,  h e l i c o p t e r  f i r i n g  
demonstrat ions,  medical evacuat ion,  s u r v i v a l ,  and our  
l o c a l  area o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and then ,  f i n a l l y  our  Duc Pho A0 
area .  I n  connection with t h i s ,  t h e  company commanders and 
b a t t a l i o n  commanders spen t  2 o r  3 days o r i e n t a t i o n  
pe r iod  on f i e l d  opera t ions  w i t h  t he  3d Brigade of the 4 t h  
Divis ion .  That was t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  from the  
time we a r r i v e d  i n  country u n t i l  we became opera t iona l .  

O f  course ,  t h e  mat ter  of conducting t r a i n i n g  
a f t e r  w e  became o p e r a t i o n a l  was severe ly  r e s t r i c t e d  and 
l i m i t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  per iods of time when t h e  u n i t  
would be on a f i r e  base--the t r a i n i n g  being conducted by 
the  company commander o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, a s  they 
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saw f i t ,  and i n  t hose  pe r iods  of t ime when t h e  u n i t  went 
on standdown. To r e g r e s s  f o r  j u s t  a minute t h e r e  was 
sh ipboard  t r a i n i n g .  A s  I went ove r  wi th  t h e  advance 
p a r t y ,  I am vaguely f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  sh ipboard  t r a i n i n g  
schedule .  This  i nc luded  weapons f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n ,  and t h e r e  
was, I b e l i e v e ,  a requirement  t o  conduct Code of  Conduct 
t r a i n i n g  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  Geneva Convention as  p a r t  
of t h e  sh ipboa rd  t r a i n i n g  schedule .  There were o t h e r  
s u b j e c t s  which I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

A f t e r  t h a t  pe r iod - - a f t e r  t h e  b r i g a d e  became 
operational--we s t a r t e d  r ece iv ing - - th i s  t ies  i n  vaguely-- 
w e  s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  replacements  from o t h e r  u n i t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  through t h e  i n f u s i o n  program. This  s t a r t e d  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  March. Each i n d i v i d u a l  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
have w i t h  h3s r e c o r d s  a t r a i n i n g  ca rd  and on t h i s  ca rd  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  USARV o r  MACV r e q u i r e .  They a r e  
l i s t e d  on t h i s  c a r d  and are checked o f f  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
s a t i s f i e s  t h e  requi rements .  The b a t t a l i o n s  have access  
t o  t h i s ,  and i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  they  a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  q u a l i f y i n g  him i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  Replacements 
a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  pass  through 
d i v i s i o n  replacement  c e n t e r ,  and a l l  of t h e s e  requirements  
shown on t h a t  c a r d  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what they are b u t  I do know some of t h e  
a r e a s .  I t  i s  a 5-day replacement  t r a i n i n g  p roces s  
and some of t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  s u r v i v a l ,  code of Conduct 
t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  Geneva Convention, r u l e s  of engagement, 
in-country  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  wi th  customs and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e  
Vietnamese people ,  handl ing  of PW's ,  t h e  b a s i c  weapons 
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  use  of  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  mask, and 
b a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  it, s i r .  Everyone, every replacement t h a t  
came i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was r e q u i r e d ,  i n  t h e  grade  of c a p t a i n  
and below, was r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  

We were p r e t t y  much up t o  s t r e n g t h  when we went 
over  t h e r e ,  and a t  t h a t  t ime w e  had r ece ived  very few rep lace-  
ments up t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  The d i v i s i o n  t r a i n i n g  program which 
inco rpo ra t ed  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  procedure  had 
n o t  been d i ssemina ted  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  aga in  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t r a i n i n g  program came 
down t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  d r a f t  form sometime a f t e r  June-- 
between June and November of 1968. Based on t h i s  d i v i s i o n  
d r a f t  t r a i n i n g  program, which was t o  be submi t ted  t o  h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  f o r  approva l ,  I had prepared  i n  t h e  S3 shop a 
t r a i n i n g  program based on t h i s  d r a f t ,  and w e  submi t ted  t h i s  
t o  b a t t a l i o n .  I t  set  f o r t h  t h i s  procedure .  About t h e  
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oniy  immediate requirement  it had o t h e r  t han  c h a r a c t e r  
guidance t o  be  conducted by t h e  u n i t  commanders and 
c h a p l a i n s ,  was t h e  weapons z e r o  once a week. 

Q- From what you s a i d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Geneva 
Convention and t h e  r u l e s  of l and  w a r f a r e ,  t r e a t m e n t  of 
PW's ,  and noncombatants, w a s  it your  impress ion  t h a t  
everybody had been i n d o c t r i n a t e d  i n  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any combat in format ion  
programs on t h i s  s u b j e c t  which were d i ssemina ted  by MACV 
o r  o t h e r  commands? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t .  

Q Based upon a word of c a u t i o n  from Colonel  MILLER, 
I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of be ing  s u r e  t h a t  
people  had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  Do I t a k e  it from you 
t h a t  you a r e  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a l l  t h e  people  had r ece ived  
t r a i n i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  Geneva Convention, r u l e s  
of  l a n d  w a r f a r e ,  t h e  handl ing  of PW's ,  noncombatants, and 
r e p o r t i n g  same? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The on ly  p o s s i b l e  excep t ion  would have 
been people  t h a t  were r e p o r t e d  i n t o  t h e  b r igade  and shipped 
over  w i t h  us a t  t h e  very l a s t  minute.  W e  were r e c e i v i n g  
people  i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  up u n t i l  t h e  day w e  l e f t .  However, 
they shou ld  have picked t h i s  up once they a r r i v e d ,  e i t h e r  
on t h e  way ove r  on t h e  s h i p  o r  a f t e r  they g o t  i n t o  t h e  
country .  There was p r o v i s i o n  f o r  it. 

Q And i f  they  had r ece ived  it, it  would have been 
i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  " 6 6 "  o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
personne l  r eco rd?  

A. I t  would have been i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d  which i s  mainta ined by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and 
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  fol low the  i n d i v i d u a l  wherever he i s  ass igned  
w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  For t h o s e  people  who went over  wi th  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a m a t t e r  of  POR q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  which you have mentioned-- t h e  
hand l ing  of PW's, and a long  t h a t  l i n e .  They a r e  n o t  POR 
q u a l i f i e d  u n l e s s  they  have r e c e i v e d  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
And, of cou r se ,  b e f o r e  we l e f t  t h e  people  who w e r e  i n  t h e  
b r igade  w e r e  POR q u a l i f i e d .  
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Q What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
o r  p rov ince  c h i e f  o r  t h e i r  U.S. adv i so r?  

A. My s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

Q Yes? 

A. I t  v a r i e d  depending on t h e  l o c a t i o n .  W e  were 
concerned w i t h  t h e  Duc Pho Dis t r ic t  c h i e f ,  t h e  Mo Duc 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  Because of 
t h e  i s o l a t e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  Mo Duc and t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  I d i d  n o t  work wi th  them n e a r l y  as c l o s e  
as  I d i d  w i t h  t h e  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  
adv i so r s .  And I use t h e  two synonymously. I d i d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
make l i a i s o n  v i s i t s  t o  bo th  Mo Duc and Son Tinh and t o  
Duc Pho, b u t  i t  was a lmos t  a d a i l y ,  n o t  d a i l y ,  b u t  two o r  
three t i m e s  a week I would say.  More o f t e n ,  i n  some cases, 
I would see t h e  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and h i s  adv i so r .  
Of course ,  we were r i g h t  i n  t h e  Duc Pho AO. They w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s .  W e  w e r e  
concerned wi th  p rov id ing  them s e c u r i t y  and conducting 
o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  them. W e  had a most c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and 
I s a w  t h e  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and h i s  a d v i s o r  more than  
I d i d  t h e  o t h e r  two. But I d i d  make l i a i s o n  v i s i t s  t o  
them. The people  t h a t  w e  had,  t h e  3/1 I n f a n t r y ,  deployed 
i n  t h e  Mo Duc D i s t r i c t ,  and they  worked very c l o s e  w i th  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and h i s  a d v i s o r  i n  t h e  Mo Duc D i s t r i c t  and 
Task Force Barker  and t h e  4/3 I n f a n t r y  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and h i s  a d v i s o r ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  
Binh Son D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and h i s  adv i so r .  Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  
area was p a r t l y  i n  t h e  Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  and they  worked 
c l o s e l y  w i t h  him. 

Q. Now, Binh Son, i s  t h a t  t o  t h e  no r th?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  Its d i s t r i c t  l i n e  runs  somewhere t o  
t h e  n o r t h  of LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a very c l o s e  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  w i t h  t h e  u n i t s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and somewhat 
of  a lesser r e l a t i o n s h i p  on my p a r t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  from t h e  prov ince  
adv i so r s  o r  t h e  prov ince  and d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s  o r  t h e  
prov ince  and o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  which might cause you t o  
s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
on o r  about  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

A. No, s i r .  Nothing o t h e r  t han  what w e  have 
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discussed.  The l e t t e r  t h a t  I read from t h e  province 
had been submitted t o  br igade ,  the i n f o  copy of t h e  r e p o r t ,  
t h e  propaganda l e a f  l e t - - those th ings  t h a t  we have d iscussed  
s o  f a r .  There was nothing o t h e r  than  t h a t  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l .  

Q Did you have any r e p o r t s  from any o t h e r  source 
o r  rumors o r  otherwise which might have l e d  you t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  something unusual took p lace  o r  t h a t  some a t r o c i t y  
took p lace?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q For t h e  record  I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s t a t u s  
of the  3d Brigade of t h e  4th In fan t ry  Divis ion.  Do you 
know under whom they operated? 

A. Yes, sir. They were under t h e  opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  
and a t t ached  t o  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o na t  t h a t  time. 

Q. And were they under t h e i r  ope ra t iona l  con t ro l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they were. They were a t t ached  t o  the  
d i v i s i o n .  Well, I d o n ' t  know what t h e  re la t ionship- -but  I 
th ink  f o r  admin i s t r a t ive  c o n t r o l  and attachment purposes,  
they s t i l l  continued t o  g e t  some of t h e i r  support  from the  
4th Divis ion.  But i t  was an opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  type of 
p lan  t h a t  they were employed i n  t h e  Arnerical Div i s ion ' s  AO, 
and they rece ived  t h e i r  missions from the  Arnerical Divis ion.  

Q .  So a l l  ope ra t ion  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were received 
from t h e  Arnerical Divis ion? 

A. Yes, s i r .  They were our h o s t  br igade .  

Q Afte r  t h e  16th of March, d id  e i t h e r  U . S .  o r  ARVN 
forces  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of checking i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  t h e r e ?  

A. Af te r  t h e  16th? 

Q .  Afte r  t h e  16th? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. No, s ir .  

Q .  Now, I can extend t h i s  f o r  a per iod  of 6 months. 
Looking a t  a per iod  of 6 months a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  
anybody, ARVN o r  U . S .  e n t e r  t h a t  a rea?  

(MCKNIGHT) 38  APP T-2 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, s i r .  We were i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  a f t e r  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we were s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  b u t  w e  w e r e  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  sou th  of t h e  r i v e r ,  no r th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
But as  f a r  a s  going i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we 
d id .  I have no knowledge of i t ,  s i r .  W e  were i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y .  That  is  the same a r e a  where Colonel  BARKER was 
k i l l e d .  Of course  w e  had t roops  i n  t h e r e  on t h e  ground--
s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  and s o  f o r t h .  W e  had o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h e r e  b u t  around t h e  v i c i n i t y  of P i n k v i l l e ,  n o t  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
10: Could I have t h e  photos  p l ea se?  

RCDR : Here they  a r e ,  s i r .  

Q. Major MCKNIGHT, I have h e r e  a s e r i e s  of photos 
which have been r e c e i v e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t s  P-2 
through P-25. These photos  were taken  by Se rgean t  HAEBERLE, 
then  a member of  your  P I0  s e c t i o n .  I would ask you i f  you 
have e v e r  s e e n  t h e s e  photos?  

(Hands photos  t o  w i t n e s s .  ) 

A. I have n o t  s een  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  photograph b u t  
I have s e e n  s i m i l a r  photographs.  

Q What i s  t h e  number on t h a t ?  

A. P-23. The i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  l e f t  i s  Capta in  
MICHLES, who w a s  l a t e r  k i l l e d .  H e  i s  t h e  commander of  
Company B.  

Q. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  have you seen  photograph P-16? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  General  PEERS excused 
h imse l f  t empora r i l y  t o  t a l k  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR and t h a t  I 
assumed t h e  conduct  of  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t empora r i l y .  

A .  I have n o t  s een  any of  t h e s e  photos p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  

Q =  A l l  r i g h t .  Major M C K N I G H T ,  I show you E x h i b i t s  
P-26 through P-42. These are o t h e r  photographs t aken  by 
Sergeant  HAEBERLE of t h e  PI0  detachment w i th  h i s  own 
camera i n  c o l o r .  

(MR WEST hands photos  t o  w i t n e s s .  ) 
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A. I have seen  E x h i b i t  P-26 and P - 4 1  i n  e i t h e r  a news-
paper  o r  magazine. 

Q. But d i d  you n o t  see t h e m  i n  March 1968 a t  t h e  
time of t h e  My La i  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  no t .  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  M - 1  which is an i s s u e  of -L i f e  
magazine of December 5 ,  1969, which c o n t a i n s  seven p r i n t s - -
p r i n t s  of seven of t h e  s e r i e s  of p r i n t s  t h a t  you l a s t  looked 
a t .  These p r i n t s  w e r e  supposedly taken  by Se rgean t  HAEBERLE 
and, a s  you perhaps  r ead  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  s o l d  t o  L i f e  magazine. 

A. I have n o t  s een  t h i s  photograph,  t h e  one marked 
P-29, b u t  I do recognize  the a i r c r a f t  because of t h e  emblems 
p a i n t e d  on t h e  f r o n t .  This  one belongs t o  t h e  174th Avia t ion  
Company, which is known as t h e  Dolphins and has  a do lph in  on 
t h e  f r o n t  of  it. And t h i s  has  a cobra ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
belonged t o  t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company. 

Q What is  t h e  number of t h a t  c o l o r  p r i n t ?  

Q. D o  you r ecogn ize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  I t  d o e s n ' t  mean any th ing ,  
t h a t  it i s  a do lph in .  They suppor ted  ou r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  
they a l s o  suppor ted  o t h e r  people .  Th i s ,  of cou r se ,  i s  
number 4 1 ,  t h e  same photo I r e f e r r e d  t o  a w h i l e  ago. This  
photograph w a s  a l s o  i n  t h e  o t h e r  group, b u t  I have seen  it 
be fo re .  

Q What number i s  t h a t ?  

A. P-38. Cf course ,  P-33 i s  one t h a t  i s  inc luded  i n  
t h a t  group a l s o .  So is t h i s  one,  P-15 and P-39 i s  a l s o  and 
a l s o  P-34 i s  i n  t h a t  group. 

Q. Going back t o  16 March 1968 i n  your  obse rva t ions  
of  t h a t  a r e a  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON, bo th  morning and 
a f t e rnoon ,  f l y i n g  over  My La i  d i d  you observe any scenes  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e s e  photographs? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There was one scene .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
it was t h e  same scene .  The photograph was inc luded  i n  
t h a t  group. 
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Q *  A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  group you were 
shown? 

A. The f i r s t  group I b e l i e v e .  

Q. I hand you E x h i b i t s  P-2  through P - 2 5 .  

A. I t  must have been i n  t h e  second group. 

Q. I hand you E x h i b i t s  P-26  through P - 4 2 .  

A .  Number 31  appears  t o  be s i m i l a r  t o  one of  t h e  
s cenes  t h a t  I s a w  from t h e  a i r .  

(Hands e x h i b i t  t o  MR WEST. ) 

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h i s  s cene  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  a s  
you s a w  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  s c e n e  i n c l u d e s  a roadway and a r i c e  
paddy w i t h  what appears  t o  be  t h r e e  dead Vietnamese l a y i n g  
on t h e  edge of t h e  road.  

Q Does t h i s  s cene  correspond roughly w i t h  what you
and Colonel  HENDERSON observed e a r l i e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d ,  i n  one i n s t a n c e ,  see l a y i n g  on t h e  
s i d e  of a road  two men and a woman i n  p r e t t y  much t h e  same 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a s  t h e s e .  This  may be it and i t  may no t .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  s i g h t i n g  you mentioned e a r l i e r  i n  
your  tes t imony? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. On the morning of t h e  16 th?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Is t h a t  road  521 i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. I am unable  t o  i d e n t i f y  it a s  such.  

Q- W e l l ,  thank you. D i r e c t i n g  your  a t t e n t i o n  aga in  
t o  16 March '1968 ,  you t e s t i f i e d  that, a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from 
t h e  2 d  D i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  you and Colonel  HENDERSON 
aga in  s p e n t  some t i m e  observ ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  
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Would you s t a t e  t h e  t ime involved  and t h e  a l t i t u d e  t h a t  
your  h e l i c o p t e r  c r u i s e d  a t ?  

A. On t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  I know t h e  t i m e s  only  g e n e r a l l y ,  
I would say  it was approximately 1:30 o r  1330 when we a r r i v e d  
back i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a .  We w e r e  f l y i n g  a t  an  a l t i t u d e  
which would range  from somewhere around a 1,000 t o  1,500 f e e t .  

Q. Did you go back down on t h e  deck i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My La i  ( 4 )  hamlet  anytime du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no, s ir .  

Q During t h a t  day d i d  you o r  Colonel  HENDERSON 
have any c o n t a c t  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  Colonel  HENDERSON 
t a l k e d  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  day, t h e  morning 
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  f i r s t  k icked  o f f .  And I b e l i e v e  
t h e  conve r sa t ion  was w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  d i s p a t c h  of  some 
people  up t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  check o u t  t h e  two 
people  t h a t  had been r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q Could you f i x  a t ime? 

A. I would say  i t  w a s  somewhere between--around 
0745, I suppose.  Somewhere i n  t h e r e  between 0745 and 0800. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  conve r sa t ions  between 
Colonel  HENDERSON and Capta in  MEDINA on 1 6  March? 

A. Yes, s ir .  There might have been one o t h e r  t ime.  
I f  you r e c a l l  my e a r l i e r  t es t imony,  I s t a t e d  t h a t  w e  l e f t  
t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  and went over  t o  observe  B / 4 / 3 ,  
and w e  went back t o  t h i s  a r e a  sou th  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
and sou th  of Highway 521 where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  some people  evading 
and d i s c a r d i n g  something i n  a r i c e  paddy. W e l l ,  we w e r e  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  s e a r c h i n g ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
may have c o n t a c t e d  Capta in  MEDINA a t  t h a t  t i m e  and d i r e c t e d  
him t o  send someone down t h e r e  t o  s ea rch  t h a t  a r e a .  I 
g o t  involved  w i t h  s e e i n g  t h e s e  o t h e r  people  l a t e r  on and 
i f  he d i d  send  someone down t h e r e  they  d i d  n o t  f i n d  anyth ing ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  we d i d  n o t  g e t  any r e p o r t  of it. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  communication wi th  
Capta in  MEDINA t h a t  day? 
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A. Not t o  my knowledge. No, s i r .  I t  was normal 
p o l i c y  w i t h i n  t h e  b r igade  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  was some 
matter of  immediate o p e r a t i o n a l  concern t h e  b r igade  ,commander 
d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander, a l though he may have 
monitored t h e  company net- - the  n e t  t h a t  t h e  company t a l k s  
t o  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  on b u t  he d i d  no t  e n t e r  t h a t  n e t .  
Most of h i s  t r ansmis s ions  were s e n t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q =  A l l  r i g h t .  Did t h e  b r igade  i s s u e  a w r i t t e n  
o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- I f  you have been r ead ing  t h e  newspaper accounts  
concerning t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  and l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  
r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  r e p o r t s ,  you a r e  aware t h a t  some 
wi tnes ses  have s t a t e d  t o  r e p o r t e r s  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  members 
of  C h a r l i e  Company g o t  o r d e r s  t o  go i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  burn houses ,  and k i l l  every  l i v i n g  
th ing .  These a r e  some of  t h e  more extreme s t a t emen t s .  
Do you have any knowledge of any such o r d e r s  having been 
g iven  a t  any l e v e l ?  

A. No, s i r .  Knowing Captain  MEDINA, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he would i s s u e  such an o r d e r ,  s i r .  

Q- None were i s s u e d  by h ighe r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, s ir .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Did t h e  br igade  e v e r  have a miss ion  of d e s t r o y i n g  
a v i l l a g e ,  going i n  t e a r i n g  it up, burn ing  a l l  t h e  houses--huts? 

A. No, s i r - - n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q *  How w e l l  d i d  you know Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Well ,  I d i d n ' t  know Capta in  MEDINA p r i o r  t o  
going t o  Vietnam. He went over  w i th  t h e  advance p a r t y .  He 
was s e l e c t e d  by General  LIPSCOMB a s  t h e  ou t s t and ing  company 
commander i n  t h e  b r igade  t o  accompany t h e  b r igade  i n  t h e  
advance p a r t y  and t o  p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  advance p a r t y  
i n  Vietnam. I g o t  t o  know him t h e r e  a s  a member of t h e  
advance p a r t y .  I t  was my i n i t i a l  meeting wi th  Capta in  
MEDINA, and I g o t  t o  know him l a t e r  i n  January when he 
deployed--when h i s  company w a s  de s igna t ed  t o  become a p a r t  
of Task Force Barker ,  I was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h e l p i n g  him 
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p l a n  h i s  move from t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  t o  t h e  LZ D o t t i e  
a r e a ,  and I s a w  him on i n f r e q u e n t  occas ions  between t h a t  
t ime and t h e  t ime t h e  i n c i d e n t  occur red .  I knew him by 
r e p u t a t i o n .  I knew t h a t  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commander and h i s  
contemporar ies  thought  very  h igh ly  of him. 

Q. Then would you say  you knew him w e l l  enough 
t o  form an op in ion  a s  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ?  

A. Based on a l l  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  I have,  y e s ,  sir .  

Q- A s  you know, t h e  Army has  been i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  f o r  some months. W e  have taken  many s t a t emen t s .  
Included i n  t h o s e  s t a t emen t s  a r e  op in ions  of  w i tnes ses  a s  
t o  Captain  M E D I N A 1 s  performance of d u t y ,  competence, and 
c h a r a c t e r .  H e  i s  seen  by many a s  a very d e d i c a t e d  o f f i c e r ,  
a man who followed t h e  book, s t e r n  b u t  f a i r ,  and who took 
c a r e  o f  h i s  men, w a s  w e l l  l i k e d  by h i s  men. Some o t h e r s  
have r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  "Mad Dog" MEDINA, some as ambi t ious ,  
o v e r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  body count  a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  of succes s  
of  t h e  performance of  h i s  company. We would l i k e  t o  have 
your op in ion  on t h i s  and a l s o  your op in ion  as t o  whether 
he i s  t h e  t ype  of  person who could have,  on h i s  own, 
i s s u e d  o r d e r s  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  
t o  k i l l  every  l i v i n g  t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There have 
been some a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  he i s s u e d  such o r d e r s .  

Q. No, s ir .  I t h i n k  he i s  n o t  of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
t h a t  would assume on h i s  own r e spons ib i l i t y - - and  my 
assessment  of h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  such t h a t  he would n o t  
have committed such an a c t  o r  i s s u e d  such an o r d e r .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge t h a t  he d i d  s o  o r  no t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I do no t .  And t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I heard  
about t h e  nickname "Mad Dog" MEDINA was when I r ead  about  
it i n  t h e  newspaper. I never  heard  it used wh i l e  I knew 
him i n  Vietnam. 

Q. I am unable t o  a s s e s s  t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e s e  s t a t e -
ments b u t  t hey  have been made. Did Colonel  HENDERSON, t o  
your knowledge, have a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  such an o r d e r ?  

A. No, sir. He d i d  no t .  I b e l i e v e  it was a p o l i c y  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  no v i l l a g e  would be des t royed  
wi thou t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Now, r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h i s  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY, 
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how w e l l  do you know him? 

A. I do no t  know Lieu tenant  CALLEY, s i r .  

Q *. You a r e  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  g i v e  an op in ion  of 
h i s  c h a r a c t e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I am no t .  

Q. I t  has  been a l l e g e d  i n  s t a t emen t s  t h a t  he ordered  
noncombatant men, women, and c h i l d r e n  ga the red  t o g e t h e r  
du r ing  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t  and ordered  them k i l l e d .  Have 
you eve r  heard  of  t h i s  o r  have any knowledge? 

A. None, o t h e r  t han  what I ' v e  r ead  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

I f  w e  could go back t o  Captain  MEDINA f o r  a 
moment? 

Q C e r t a i n l y .  

A. He i s  a h igh  c a l i b e r  company commander. My 
assessment  of him a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  such t h a t  h i s  c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  company du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  would n o t  have 
pe rmi t t ed  such a t h i n g  t o  occur .  I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was 
t h e r e  and l e t  h i s  p l a toons  g e t  s o  much o u t  of  c o n t r o l  t h a t  
t hey  could have done t h a t .  I t ' s  beyond t h e  realm of b e l i e f .  

Q. You s a y  i t ' s  n o t  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Moving from t h a t  aga in  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  of i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  made a f t e r  16 March 1968, of  t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
My La i  ( 4 )  you have covered very  thoroughly what you know of  
t h e  r e p o r t  Colonel  HENDERSON submit ted.  I t  has  been admi t ted  
as E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  I b e l i e v e .  I b e l i e v e  you are aware 
t h a t  a second i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  made. A second r e p o r t  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was rendered on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n - - l e t  me say  
t h a t  w e  have evidence t h a t  t h e r e  was a second i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a second r e p o r t - - t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  made and t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by Colonel  BARKER. 

A .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I was n o t ,  s ir .  I have r e c e n t l y  had 
knowledge t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  one. I was informed of  t h i s  b u t  
n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

9. We have been t o l d  of  a r e p o r t  around mid-May? 
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Does this fit in with what you heard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Would you tell us what you did hear concerning
this second investigation? 

A. Well, I heard that--well, I met Colonel HENDERSON, 
before he appeared here yesterday, and we discussed certain 
aspects of the case. There were certain areas that he was 
not familiar with that I was, and we were trying to determine 
in our own mind what had transpired. 

Q =  This was a matter of,refreshingyour memory, I 
take it? 

A. Yes, sir. He informed me at that time that a 
second investigation was conducted. I believe he had been 
directed by General YOUNG or General KOSTER to conduct the 
investigation, and Colonel BARKER was at that time acting 
as the brigade executive officer. 

Q. In May? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But at the time, did you have any personal
knowledge? 

A. No, sir. I didn't. I went on R&R in May. It's 
possible that this came out at that time. 

Q. You never saw the report of this investigation? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. We have not been able to find copies of this 
report. From your knowledge of the organizations involved 
and how they were administered, could you suggest to us 
any place that the report might have been filed? We are 
told by Colonel HENDERSON that, to the best he can recall, 
three copies were forwarded to division. None were retained 
in the brigade. This is his testimony. Could you suggest, 
perhaps, where it would at least be a standard operating 
procedure for a copy to be filed? 

A. No, sir. I would not have any idea. I don't 
know. Probably either the secretary of the general staff's 
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Q • (Interposing) In the division? 

A. Yes, sir. Or the chief of staff's office, maybe. 

Q I'm not sure we covered this. Did you have author-
ity to approve SITREPS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- At noon on the 16th, around 1100, you visited 
Colonel TOAN in the 2d Division headquarters. Was anything 
said at that time about going into--was there any discussion 
at that time in regard to civilians being killed in My Lai? 

A. NO, sir. I don't think there was any discussion 
at that time. 

Q- Did you have any personal knowledge of a report
by Warrant Officer THOMPSON, the helicopter pilot, about 
civilians being killed in My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968? 

A. No personal knowledge. No, sir. 

Q . From your observations and from what you heard 
on 16 March 1968, are you able to place Captain MEDINA on 
the ground in My Lai (4) or in the vicinity at a particular 
time in the morning? 

A. Yes, sir. I gather from the radio conversations 
between Captain MEDINA and the task force commander and the 
time that Colonel HENDERSON talked with him, that he was 
located somewhere in the southern part of the LZ. Other 
than that general description, I am not able to say where 
he was, sir. 

Q. If I understand your testimony you did not 
observe him? 

A. No, sir. 

Q During your testimony you referred to a green
notebook, and you apparently have some notes. Do you 
have any records or anything that might help the investigation? 

A. No, sir. This is just a reference book that I 

(MCKNIGHT) 47 APP T-2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

carried while in Vietnam. For some reason or other I retained 
it. I had a list in here. The number of casualties for that 
particular operation because I disagreed with it at the time. 
The casualties--I mean the VC KIA. 

Q You did not keep a diary? 

A. No, sir. I didn't. 

Q* What was the SOP for making a body count? Did 
you have certain rules that would insure accuracy? 

A. Yes, sir. The rule was that someone had to 
specifically see the body on the ground, not see it, but 
be on the ground with it and ascertain that it was a 
casualty, a KIA. 

Q - It wasn't good enough to see it from the air? 

A. No, sir, a confirmed report--I have a note 
here I just saw I don't know whether it's germane or if 
it's been discussed or not. Task Force Barker was 
inactivated 1200 hours on the 9th of April 1968. 

Q- I'm glad you mentioned that. What happened? 

A. When the 3d Infantry assumed the'responsibility 
of the AO, the companies in the task force were returned 
back to their parent units. 

Q What happened to the staff of Task Force Barker? 

A. They went back to the jobs that they held prior 
to the formation of the task force. 

Q. Do you recall what these were? 

A. Well, Major CALHOUN had been the S1 prior to the 
formation.ofthe task force, and he held some job before that. 
He later worked for me in the S3 shop. Sergeant Major 
JOHNSON, who was the operations sergeant of the task force, 
had been in the brigade S3 section prior to the formation 
and came back to the brigade S3 section and became the 
operations sergeant for the division. Those are about the 
only ones I recall. 

Q. A Master Sergeant THOMPSON? 

(MCKNIGHT) 48 APP T-2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



F O R  U r ' r . l C l k i L  USE WLJLY 

A. JOHNSON. I was going t o  mention him, t h a t  he 
would probably--although he wasn ' t  i n  t h e  area--he would 
probably have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of t h e  scheme o f  maneuver 
on t h e  ground. H e  was c e r t a i n l y  on t o p  of eve ry th ing  t h a t  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h a t  miss ion.  

Q - I was about  t o  ask you i f  you would sugges t  
names of people  t h a t  you t h i n k  might h e l p  us t o  determine 
what went on t h a t  day on t h e  ground a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. Colonel  LUPER who i s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  F o r t  Leaven-
worth. I confer red  wi th  him b e f o r e  I came t o  Washington. 
W e  d i s cus sed  t h e  ope ra t ion .  Again, I was t r y i n g  t o  r e f r e s h  
my memory on some a s p e c t s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  He mentioned 
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he was wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON on t h e  day 
a f t e r ,  it w a s  t h e  1 7 t h ,  a t  t h e  t ime Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k e d  
t o  Captain  MEDINA. Of cou r se ,  he  was wi th  us on t h e  1 6 t h ,  
s o  he would be  a good source  t o  conf i rm some of t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  have been s a i d .  

Q Do you know t h e  i n i t i a l s  of Master Sergeant  JOHNSON? 

A .  H i s  f i r s t  name i s  Will iam, I t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  
remember what h i s  middle i n i t i a l  was. W. 0.  sounds f a m i l i a r .  
I wouldn ' t  swear t o  it. 

Q- Anybody e l s e  you can t h i n k  o f ?  

A .  There was an SP4 who was probably on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
H e  was Colonel  BARKER'S r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  SP4 BEARDSLEE. H e  
probably i s  n o t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  any longe r .  H e  w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  
w i th  t h e  c o l o n e l  a l l  t h e  t ime t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was i n  p roces s .  

Q . He w a s  h i s  RTO? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. A Warrant O f f i c e r  COONEY was a p i l o t  
i n  t h e  chopper. 

Q- Yes, you mentioned h i s  name. 

A.  Major WATKE was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  suppor t ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Any o t h e r s ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p :  
Sergeant  Major WALSH and Sergeant  ADCOCK. 
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Q Did you ever see any moving VC? 

A. No, sir. I can't say that I did. 

Q. You were over the area then for approximately 
an hour and a half to two hours in the morning and again 
in the afternoon. What would you say was your total time 
over the My Lai operational area? 

A. Well, I had my flight time logged, but I don't have 
it in this book. 

Q- Well, just a reasonable estimate. 

A. On the 16th of March I had a total of two and 
a half hours. 

Q Did anybody, either in the brigade or Task Force 
Barker or from the division ever question you concerning what 
you saw? 

A. No, sir. 

Q On the 16th of March? 

A. No, sir. 

MR WEST: Well, Major MCKNIGHT, is there anything else that 
you would like to say or add that might be helpful to us? 

A. No, sir. I can think of nothing that we haven't 
covered. 

MR WEST: Thank you very'much. I appreciate your coming 
in and talking to us, and giving us a very explicit account. 
I know it is going to be helpful to us. It may be that we 
will have additional questions to ask later. We may have to 
ask you to come back to see us. 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: Let me refresh your memory, Major MCKNIGHT, of 
General PEERS'instruction not to talk about the proceedings 
today. 

This completes our questioning of you. You may go 
ahead and return to your organization. 
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A. Yes, sir. Thank you, sir. 


MR WEST: The hearing will recess until 1300 hours. 


(The hearing recessed at 1202 hours, 3 December 

1969. ) 
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1970.) 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0855 hours ,  1 2  February 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hearing r e c a l l s  Major Robert W. MCKNIGHT. 

Major MCKNIGHT,  I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
oath before  t h i s  hearing.  

I 0 : Major MCKNIGHT,  s i n c e  you were l a s t  he re  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of December we have gained much information as  t o  
what happened a t  My Lai ,  which we now know as  Thaun Yen Sub- 
hamlet, and i n  the  var ious o the r  hamlets around t h e r e ,  and 
f o r  t h a t  mat ter  throughout the  Son My Vi l l age  a rea .  We have 
done t h i s  through extens ive  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  To d a t e ,  w e  have 
t a l k e d  t o  approximately 350 people. I n  some ins tances  w e  have 
t a l k e d  t o  them as  many as  f i v e  t imes.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  we have a l a r g e  number of 
documents t o  supplement the testimony which we have. I n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we have a l s o  had an opportuni ty t o  v i s i t  South 
Vietnam, Headquarters,  MACV, USARV t o  look through their f i l e s  
and t h e  same t h i n g  f o r  I11 MAF, General LAM'S headquarters  a t  
I Corps. We have v i s i t e d  t h e  America1 Divis ion and have gone 
through t h e i r  f i l e s .  We have l ikewise gone through t h e  11th 
Brigade. I n  add i t ion ,  we have v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t ie .  W e  have 
v i s i t e d  and t a l k e d  with personnel i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion,  Gen-
e r a l  TOAN, then Colonel TOAN as  you would perhaps know him, 
and some of h i s  o f f i c e r s  and some of the  elements of the  advi-
sory  group. We have v i s i t e d  province headquarters  and t a lked  
t o  Colonel K H I E N  and h i s  successor ,  Colonel B I N H  and some of 
t h e  o t h e r  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  the re .  We have a l s o  v i s i t e d  
the  advisory group and i n t e r r o g a t e d  a l a r g e  number of i n d i v i -
duals  with t h e  advisory group, and t h e  same i s  t r u e  of Son Tin 
headquarters .  

I n  add i t ion ,  some of us on the  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team 
took an oppor tuni ty  t o  v i s i t  My Lai ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  t o  g e t  on t h e  
ground, t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  s e e  t h e  th ings  t h a t  
had been repor ted ,  s o  as  t o  f i x  them from a p o i n t  of view of 
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geography. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we  have over-flown t h e  a r e a  
and we've t a l k e d  t o  more than  a few o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  some of 
whom w e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and some of t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  had 
cause t o  know what took p l a c e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

So t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  making is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
when w e  f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  you we w e r e  more o r  less sea rch ing  f o r  
informat ion.  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime w e  d o n ' t  have t o  s e a r c h  f o r  
in format ion  because w e  have q u i t e  a d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  of what 
t r a n s p i r e d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  W e  do have 
some gaps i n  ou r  in format ion  and t h e  purpose of o u r  r e c a l l i n g  
you is  t o  t a l k  about  some o f  t hese .  gaps wi th  you and also t o  
go over  some of  t h e  t h i n g s  which you had t e s t i f i e d  t o  p rev ious ly .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Before w e  g e t  down t o  any d e t a i l s  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  ques t ion ing ,  I ' d  l i k e  Colonel  MILLER t o  go over  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  and p rov ide  you guidance and a l s o  t o  warn you as t o  what 
we may s u s p e c t  of you. 

COL MILLER: Major MCKNIGHT, when you t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  Gen- 
eral PEERS i n  December, you w e r e  n o t  be fo re  o r  du r ing  t h e  i n -  
t e r r o g a t i o n  suspec t ed  of any o f f e n s e .  General  PEERS t o l d  you 
we  have r ece ived  much in format ion  i n  t h e  form of  tes t imony and 
e x h i b i t s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  Now you are suspec ted  of s e v e r a l  
o f f enses .  These are n o t  charges .  They a r e  n o t  a l l e g a t i o n s  
t h a t  have been formal ly  lodged a g a i n s t  you. These a r e  sus-
p i c i o n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  minds of one o r  more members 
of t h e  board who w i l l  be ques t ion ing  you, t h a t  you may have 
committed c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  under t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e .  I ' l l  t e l l  you what t hose  a r e  i n  j u s t  a moment. Then 
I w i l l  adv i se  you concerning your r i g h t  t o  counse l  and your 
r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  r e f u s e  t o  t e s t i f y .  

I0: Before you proceed on t h a t ,  I would l i k e  t o  do 
one t h i n g  i f  I may f o r  t h e  matter of t h e  r eco rd .  There w i l l  be 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w i l l  j o i n  us  l a t e r  on,  b u t  h e r e  t h i s  
morning on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE and on my r i g h t  is M r .  WALSH. 
M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH a r e  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  who have vo l -  
un teered  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  prov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and t o  o t h e r  
members of t h e  i n q u i r y  t e a m .  W e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  are 
t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
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COL MILLER: You a r e  suspec ted  of a  f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r  vio-  
l a t i o n  of g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of 
knowledge, r e p o r t s  o r  in format ion  which p e r t a i n  t o  a l l e g e d ,  
suspec ted  o r  apparen t  war c r i q e s .  You a r e  a l s o  suspec ted  
of  d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  your a c t i o n s  o r  your 
f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on r e p o r t s  and in format ion  concerning 
a l l e g e d  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by American t r o o p s ,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  Task Force Barker t r o o p s ,  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  
Vietnam on o r  about  16 o r  17 March of 1968. A l l  of t h e s e  
o f f e n s e s  are suspec ted  o f f e n s e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  Task 
Force Barker and t h e  subsequent a c t i o n s  by you o r  o t h e r  people  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  Thi rd ,  when you appeared b e f o r e ,  
you took an oa th  t o  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  t r u t h  and t o  t e l l  t h e  whole 
t r u t h .  You a r e  suspec ted  of having i n t e n t i o n a l l y  wi thhe ld  rele-
v a n t  in format ion  and of having given some f a l s e  test imony under 
oa th  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The g iv ing  of f a l s e  tes t imony under oa th  
is a v i o l a t i o n  of  ~ r t i c l e1 3 4  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e .  You a r e  a l s o  suspec ted  of having suppressed o r  of 
having consp i r ed  t o  suppress  in format ion  and r e p o r t s  concer-
n ing  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a c t s  which w e r e  a l l e g e d l y  com-
m i t t e d  by t h e  American t r o o p s ,  aga in  Task Force Barker,  du r ing  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n s  of approximately 16 t o  18 March i n  
the Son My area. The in format ion  and t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  t h i s  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  which I r e f e r ,  which you a r e  suspec ted  of having 
e i t h e r  suppressed o r  consp i red  t o  suppres s ,  concerned a l l e g e d  
s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  which w e r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  w a r  l a w s  and 
t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

These a c t s  I r e f e r  t o  were t h e  a l l e g e d  a c t s  per-
t a i n i n g  t o  what Task Force Barker t roops  may have done du r ing  
t h i s  ope ra t ion .  Inasmuch a s  you a r e  suspec ted  of t h e s e  of fen-  
ses, you have s e v e r a l  r i g h t s .  

F i r s t  of t h e s e  is your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  You 
have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l .  
Any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you do make may be used i n  evidence a g a i n s t  
you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You a l s o  have a r i g h t  t o  counse l  and 
t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l .  By counse l  I mean a  q u a l i f i e d  l a w -
ye r .  I f  you elect t o  have one,  he can be p r e s e n t  w i th  you a t  
t h e  hea r ing  and you w i l l  be given t i m e  t o  c o n s u l t  i n  o r  ou t -
s i d e  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  o r  both .  You may r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  
of your own choosing,  a t  your own expense,  o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
w i l l  p rov ide  m i l i t a r y  counse l  f o r  you. I n  f a c t ,  you may want 
t o  do bo th :  r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  and have appointed 
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m i l i t a r y  counse l .  

I f  you d e c i d e  t h a t  you do want m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  
and i f  you have one of  cho i ce  who i s  reasonab ly  a v a i l a b l e ,  we  
w i l l  t r y  t o  o b t a i n  him. I f  you want counse l  and you d o n ' t  
have any p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  i n  mind, w e  w i l l  a p p o i n t  one f o r  
you. You may dec ide  t h a t  you wish t o  proceed and answer ques-
t i o n s  today w i thou t  counse l .  I f  you elect t o  do t h i s ,  you 
may e i t h e r  answer q u e s t i o n s  o r  r e f u s e  t o  answer them a s  you i n  
your  own mind deem a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o r  you may s t o p  answer ing ques-
t i o n s  a t  any t i m e .  I f  you d e c i d e  t o  t e s t i f y  w i thou t  counse l ,  
you a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  your t es t imony  t o  
ask counse l  be appoin ted  f o r  you. , 

Do you unders tand  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  sus-
p i c i o n s  which I--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Would you l i k e  t o  have m e  go through them a g a i n  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you unders tand  you do n o t  have t o  make any 
s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h a t  you may r e f u s e  t o  answer p a r t i c u l a r  state-
ments? 

Y e s ,  s i r .A. 

Q Do you unders tand  you do have a r i g h t  t o  have 
counse l ,  e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n  counse l  o r  m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  o r  bo th ,  
and t h a t  t h e y  can be w i th  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Understanding t h a t ,  do you wish t o  have e i t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  counse l  appoin ted  o r  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  seek c i v i l i a n  
counsel--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir ,  I would l i k e  t o  have m i l i -
t a r y  counse l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you have any th ing  else,  M r .  WEST? 
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I0: 
t i m e .  

Any q u e s t i o n s ?  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0907 hours, 1 2  February, 
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1970.) 
(.The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0900 hour s ,  1 4  February 

I 0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
MR WEST, 

The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Major Robert  W. MCKNIGHT. 

Major MCKNIGHT I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
oa th  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counsel?  

A. I am. 

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  f u l l  name, rank,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

I C : Y e s ,  s i r ,  my name is  Capta in  Kenneth GRIFFITHS. 
I ' m  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate General ,  Le-
g a l  Ass i s t ance  Div is ion .  My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number is  

RCDR: Thank you. 

I 0: Now w a i t  j u s t  a minute. Where a r e  you ass igned?  

I C : I ' m  a s s igned  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of--I 'm a s s igned  coun-
sel f o r  Major MCKNIGHT.  

Q. What's your permanent o f f i c i a l  assignment? 

A .  Legal  Ass i s t ance  Div i s ion ,  s i r ,  O f f i c e  of The--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You're n o t  a t t a c h e d  t h e r e .  You 
are a s s igned  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- L e t  the r e c o r d  so i n d i c a t e .  H e ' s  a s s igned  t h e r e ,  
n o t  a t t ached .  

COL MILLER: Major MCKINGHT,  when you l a s t  appeared h e r e  you 
w e r e  adv ised  t h a t  you w e r e  su spec t ed  of c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  o f f enses .  
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These were n o t  a l l e g a t i o n s  or  charges  b u t  s u s p i c i o n s  based 
upon t h e  evidence t h a t  has been r ccc ived  b e f o r e  t h i s  hcar inq .  
A f t e r  you w e r e  s o  advised and informed of your r i g h t s  w i t h  re-
s p e c t  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  and t o  counse l ,  you r eques t ed  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  
counse l  be made a v a i l a b l e .  Captain  GRIFFITHS w a s  then made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. You a r e  a  lawyer ,  a r e  you n o t ,  Captain  
GRIFFITHS? 

I C :  Yes, sir. 

Q Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  him 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

MAJ MCKNIGHT: Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q. A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him r e p r e s e n t  you as 
your  counsel?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

Q. My nex t  q u e s t i o n  i s :  a r e  you w i l l i n g  now t o  
make a s t a t e m e n t  and t o  t e s t i f y ?  

A. On t h e  advice  of  my counse l ,  and i n  accordance . 
with  my r i g h t s  under t h e  5 t h  Amendment of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 
the United S t a t e s ,  and accord ing  t o  my r i g h t s  under t h e  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  I d e c l i n e  t o  make any s ta tement .  

I0: Do you d e c l i n e  t o  answer ques t ions?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. I do. 

Q. Le t  m e  g i v e  you and your counse l  some informa-
t i o n  and what I would con-sider t o  be some guidance.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I d o n ' t  look upon you a s  t h e  o rd ina ry  American 
c i t i z e n .  You are a s e n i o r  Army o f f i c e r .  You're a Regular 
Army o f f i c e r ,  s o  you cannot  be p u t  i n  t h e  s a m e  ca t ego ry  wi th  
o t h e r  people .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you r e a l i z e  t h e  enormity and the 
g r a v i t y  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  is be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n q u i r y  and t h e  e f f e c t  t h i s  is going t o  have upon 
many, many people .  Let  m e  t e l l  you what we ' r e  looking  i n t o  
s o  t h a t  you might t h i n k  t h i s  ove r  t o  determine t h a t  you might 

(MCKNIGHT) 59 APP T-2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


n o t  want t o  he lp .  We know a t  t he  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  something i n  excess  of 200 women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, noncombatants were k i l l e d ,  and it may get 
up t o  a s  many as 500.  I would a l s o  say t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  t h e r e  were r epea t ed  r a p e s  by members of t h e  com-
mand. I would a l s o  say t h a t  what i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as My Lai  ( 4 )  
was f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes l e v e l l e d ,  t h e  houses des t royed  
and burned,  and t h e  l i v e s t o c k  were k i l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h a t  t h e r e  were s i x  o t h e r  subhamlets t h a t  w e r e  burned. So it 
is  n o t  j u s t  Task Force Barker ,  and i t ' s  n o t  you and myself .  
This g e t s  way beyond t h e  two of us.  This  is going t o  have 
d r a s t i c  e f f e c t s  upon t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, on ou r  m i l i t a r y  
e s t ab l i shmen t ,  upon o u r  coun t ry ,  and upon o u r  people.  Now, I 
haven ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n t e n t  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  you,  and I would 
under no c i rcumstances  ask you t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  y o u r s e l f .  
W e  know a g r e a t  d e a l  about  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  are some a r e a s  t h a t  you can ,  I f e e l ,  t e s t i f y  t o  with- 
o u t  j eopa rd i z ing  your p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  y o u r s e l f .  So 
looking a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and looking a t  you as a s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n v e s t e d  
i n  you as a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  and a r e g u l a r  o f f i c e r ,  having been 
s o  des igna t ed  and approved by Congress, I t h i n k  it t akes  an 
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  You r e c a l l  I mentioned be fo re  t h a t  
t h i s  r e p o r t  is  going t o  go t o  t h e  Sec re t a ry  of  t h e  Army, and 
it w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l .  What w i l l  happen above and beyond 
t h a t  I do n o t  know, b u t  looking  a t  p a s t  h i s t o r y  it is l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  a t  least p a r t s  
of t h e  tes t imony,  w i l l  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 
So I would sugges t  t o  you t h a t  r a t h e r  t han  d e c l i n i n g  and s o  on 
t h a t  you might g i v e  t h i s  some thought  a s  t o  your own par-  
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  and your w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  coope ra t e  on t h e  
b a s i s  of non- incr iminat ion of y o u r s e l f .  

I C : S i r ,  may I make a comment. 

I0: I ' d  p r e f e r  t o  have it from Major MCKNIGHT. 

I C  : Y e s ,  sir. 

10: You can c o n s u l t  w i th  him. You can c o n s u l t  wi th  
your c l i e n t .  Tha t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t .  

I C : This is a r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  reasoned approach t h a t  
we  have taken .  I t ' s  taken us  through two evenings  and through 
a f u l l  day yes te rday .  Major M C K N I G H T ' s  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer 
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q u e s t i o n s  and d e c l i n i n g  t o  make a s t a t emen t  is as f u l l  a s t a t e -
ment as he wants t o  make a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t .  It  would be 
my advice  t h a t  he make no f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t .  This pane l ,  as 
I unders tand it ,  cannot  o f f e r  immunity and appa ren t ly  has no 
i n t e n t i o n  of  doing so .  I see no reason a t  a l l ,  and my advice  
would have t o  be t o  Major MCKNIGHT t h a t  he make no s ta tement  
and answer no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

MR WEST: For t h e  sake of your c l i e n t ,  I sugges t  t h a t  you 
con fe r  w i th  him f o r  a few minutes o u t s i d e  t he  hear ing .  

I0 : This  d e c i s i o n  is Major M C K N I G H T 1 s ,  what he wants 
t o  do. You can adv i se  him any way you want. 

I C  : Right ,  sir.  

Q. But t h e r e  is  t h e  man t h a t  has t o  make t h e  dec i s -
ion.  

I C  : I t h i n k  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of sav ing  t i m e  q u i t e  
f r a n k l y ,  t h a t  w e  have gone through t h i s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  c e r t a i n l y  
more than  once. 

Q. H e  d i d  n o t  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h i s  in format ion  
and I want him, and I want you, t o  t h i n k  of what I ' v e  s a i d .  

I C :  Y e s ,  s i r .  I have thought  about  it f o r  2 days. 

Q W e ' l l  recess s o  t h a t  you can have an oppor tun i ty  
t o  t a l k  about  it. I want you t o  have t h i s  oppor tun i ty  and 
then  come back and g ive  m e  your response.  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. The hea r ing  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  0909 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 
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(.The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0914 hour s ,  1 4  February 
1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  your 
counsel?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I have,  and I have e l e c t e d  t o  make no 
f u r t h e r  s ta tement .  

MR WEST: W e  unders tand your  e l e c t i o n ,  and w e  unders tand i t .  
on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  advice  of your counsel .  Neve r the l e s s ,  
because of t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  be-
l i e v e  there are some a r e a s  i n  which you could answer q u e s t i o n s  
w i thou t  t h e  danger  of i n c r i m i n a t i o n ,  we are going t o  i n d i c a t e  
some of t hose  areas t o  you and ask you some q u e s t i o n s .  

I C : M r .  WEST, i f  I may o b j e c t  t o  this, sir .  

Q - You may o b j e c t .  

I C : I would l i k e  it t o  be no ted  t h a t  t h i s  is a con-
t i n u i n g  o b j e c t i o n .  Major MCKNIGHT has  made a s t a t e m e n t  that  
he  wishes n o t  be be ques t ioned  i n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  t h a t  h e  does 
n o t  wish t o  make any s t a t emen t ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is pro-
bably where w e  should  l e t  t h e  ma t t e r  l i e  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
po in t .  

MR WEST: I unders tand your  o b j e c t i o n .  I t ' s  e n t e r e d  on t h e  
record .  I t ' s  unders tood t o  be a  cont inu ing  o b j e c t i o n .  

MR WALSH: Major MCKNIGHT, you have t o l d  us t h a t  you a t t ended  
t h e  meetings w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON and General  TOAN i n  d i s -  
cuss ing  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  U.S. f o r c e s  mas-
s a c r e d  o r  s l a u g h t e r e d  300 o r  400 people .  W e  have ob ta ined  
General TOAN's s t a t emen t ,  e n t e r e d  i n  the proceedings  on t h e  
r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-36, t h e  documents which you d i scussed  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  I show you M-36 which i n c l u d e s  bo th  Vietnamese 
and Engl ish  v e r s i o n s  and t h r e e  documents. 
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I C : I would l i k e  t o  make an o b j e c t i o n  t o  your handing 
those  s t a t emen t s  t o  t h e  wi tness .  We have made a s ta tement  
t h a t  we  d i d  n o t  wish t o  be ques t ioned  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  a l l .  
I do n o t  unders tand what t h e  p o i n t  of making such a s t a t emen t  
is  i f  you are going t o  t o t a l l y  d i s r e g a r d  t h a t  s ta tement .  
d o n ' t  know why w e  were asked t o  be counsel  i f  w e  are going 
t o  have ou r  advice  d i s r ega rded  by t h e  members of t h e  commit- 
tee. I a p p r e c i a t e  your p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  he has a 
r i g h t  under t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  no t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  
and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t o  answer them. 

MR WALSH: Capta in ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  says  no th ing  about  n o t  
answering q u e s t i o n s ,  and I ' m  n o t  aware t h a t  t h e  Uniform Code 
of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  has anyth ing  about  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
ques t ions .  

I C : I t h i n k  t h a t ,  s ir ,  t h e  case law is  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c  
i n  t h e  area. A f t e r  a man has d e c l i n e d  t o  answer a q u e s t i o n ,  
any th ing  f u r t h e r  i n  t h a t  r ega rd  would probably t end  t o  t a i n t  
t h e  evidence i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

MR WEST: Now, Captain GRIFFITHS, we  unders tand the b a s i s  of  
your ob jec t ions- -  

I C :  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Then what, s i r ,  is  t h e  reason f o r  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s ?  

a .  I have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  t h e  b a s i s .  Now w i l l  you
p l e a s e  l e t  us proceed.  W e  unders tand you are o b j e c t i n g  t o  
every  s t e p .  

I C : Is it t o  be my , impress ion t h a t  he is t o  answer 
every q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e n ,  wi th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  he 
does n o t  wish t o  make a response t o  i t ,  and we  are going t o  
s i t  h e r e  and l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  f o r  2 hours?  

Q. Nobody s a i d  anyth ing  o f  t h e  k ind .  We're exp lo r ing  
t o  see i f  t h e r e  are some areas i n  which he p o s s i b l y  could 
answer some ques t ions .  

I C : I would be g l a d  t o  make t h i s  o f f e r .  I f  t h e  com-
m i t t e e  would l i k e  t o  have us r ead  over  a l l  t h e  tes t imony 
taken  up t o  this p o i n t ,  t o  peruse  and have made a v a i l a b l e  a l l  
t h e  p rev ious  s t a t e m e n t s  made by wi tnes ses  t o  t h i s  committee, 
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we would be a t  least i n t e r e s t e d  i n  making a p e r u s a l  of some 
w r i t t e n  i n t e r r o g a t o r i e s  and based on t h a t  we may be w i l l i n g  
t o  answer some o f  them. But i n  t h e  form of  v e r b a l  ques t ion ing  
ou r  p o s i t i o n  is  w e l l  s t a t e d  a s  it s t a n d s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  Captain GRIFFITHS. I under-
s t a n d  your o b j e c t i o n .  Now w i l l  you p l e a s e  l e t  us proceed? 
You are here .  You w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of your c l i e n t .  

I C  : I f e e l  t h i s  i s  i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  coe rc ion ,  and 
harassment.  

I0 : T h a t ' s  a l l  recorded.  Now I ' l l  ask you--we're n o t  
going t o  ask s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  -These a r e  going t o  be a r e a s  
which are h igh ly  impor tan t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  M r .  WALSH, 
w i l l  you proceed wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a s  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  
cover .  

MR WALSH: W e  would l i k e  t o  pursue t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  d i scus -
s i o n s  he ld ,  which you a t t e n d e d ,  between Colonel  HENDERSON and 
General  TOAN. W e  would l i k e  t o  show you t h e  documents t h a t  
came from General  TOAN, d i scussed  a t  t h a t  meet ing,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  l e t t e r  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1968 from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f ,  a p i e c e  of  VC propaganda, and a memo from t h e  
G2, 2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  t o  General  TOAN, and e n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  
M-36. W e  ask you, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  as t o  t h e  
matters d i scussed  a t  t h a t  meeting. 

I C :  The wi tnes s  does n o t  want t o  make any s t a t e m e n t ,  
sir.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you, Major MCKNIGHT, i f  you w i l l  
be able t o  t e s t i f y  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  my prev ious  s t a t emen t s  con ta in  what I 
know about  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. W e  would a l s o  l i k e  t o  ques t ion  you wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrangements i n  Colonel  HENDERSON'S command 
and c o n t r o l  s h i p  t h e  morning of March 16. W e  unders tand you 
w e r e  s i t t i n g  oppos i t e  Colonel  HENDERSON. Colonel  LUPER was 
s i t t i n g  on h i s  immediate r i g h t ,  Sergeant  ADCOCK next  t o  him, 
Colonel MACLACHLAN nex t  t o  him, Sergeant  Major WALSH i n  t h e  
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jump seat on the other side of the aircraft. I ask you if 

you can confirm that those were the seating arrangements in 

the aircraft that morning? 


IC: The witness once again does not wish to answer 

the question. 


a. May we have the witness state the basis of his 
refusal? 


IC: He's stated it now three times. I don't know 
what counsel is supposed to do in here if he's not sup- 
posed to object to your questions. 

I0: From now on, as of this moment, any objections 
will be--you are here to counsel the witness. 

IC: Right, sir. 


Q- Anytime you want you can talk to Major MCKNIGHT, 

but I would like to get responses from Major MCKNIGHT. 


MR WALSH: We would also like to question you, Major MCKNIGHT 

with respect to your observations, what you heard in the way of 

radio transmissions or conversations, in the course of your 

flight over My Lai (4) on the morning of March 16, prior to 

0830. Did you observe the operations of Task Force Barker? 

Will you be able to answer questions on that subject? 


A. I do not have anything further to say in regard 

to that in addition to my.previous statement. 


Q. We would like to ask you what was said among you, 

Colonel HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel LUPER, and other 

passengers during that portion of the trip over My Lai (4) 

prior to 0830 on 16 March? 


A. I do not have anything to add to my previous 

statement. 


Q. We would like to ask you what happened at LZ 

Dottie between about 0840 in the morning on March 16 and about 

0955, during the period you, Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel LUPER, 
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and t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  were p r e s e n t  a t  
LZ D o t t i e .  Would you be a b l e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  a long  t h o s e  
l i n e s ?  

A. My prev ious  s t a t emen t  c o n t a i n s  my response  t o  t h a t  
ques t ion .  

Q W e  would l i k e  t o  know what d i s c u s s i o n s  you p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n  o r  overheard wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  84 VC K I A  r e p o r t e d  by 
Task Force  Barker p r i o r  t o  0830 on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968? 

A. I b e l i e v e  my prev ious  s t a t emen t  c o n t a i n s  my r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  area. 

Q. We would l i k e  t o  ask  you about what t r ansmis s ions  
were made from your  b r igade  command group t o  t h e  b r igade  TOC 
about t h e  t i m e  you were i n  LZ D o t t i e  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  VC K I A  by 
Task Force Barker on t h e  morning of  16 March 68? 

A.  Again, I r e f e r  t o  my prev ious  s t a t emen t .  I have 
no th ing  f u r t h e r  t o  add. 

Q- We'd l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  what d i s c u s s i o n s  w e r e  he ld  
w i th  Major General  KOSTER when he a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  about 
0935 on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968. 

A. I have no th ing  f u r t h e r  t o  add t o  my prev ious  
s t a t emen t .  

Q- We'd l i k e  t o  ask you what t r ansmis s ions  over  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  n e t  you monitored du r ing  t h e  morning o f  March 16 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Warlords? W i l l  you be 
a b l e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  a long  those  l i n e s ?  

A. I have no th ing  f u r t h e r  t o  add t o  my p rev ious  
s ta tement .  

9. We'd l i k e  t o  ask  you what d i s c u s s i o n s  you had,  
e i t h e r  by r a d i o  o r  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Duc Pho, w i t h  Captain  
HENDERSON and Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t s  and 
t r ansmis s ions  t hey  had r ece ived  from LZ D o t t i e  and Task Force 
Barker.  We'd l i k e  t o  a sk  you q u e s t i o n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
in format ion  you r ece ived  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t s  by Major WATKE 
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w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  obse rva t ions  made by a member of  h i s  command 
over  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. W i l l  
you be a b l e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  a long  t h o s e  l i n e s  w i thou t  
i n c r i m i n a t i n g  y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  ~ o ti n  a d d i t i o n  t o  what I have a l r e a d y  t e s t i f i e d  
t o .  

I0 : W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you have seen ,  Major MCKNIGHT,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a r e a s  of  ques t ion ing  t h a t  w e  would ask  you, and I 
assume from what you s a i d  t h a t  you do n o t  d e s i r e  t o  comment 
on any of t h e s e  ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  No, s ir .  My prev ious  s t a t emen t  as made b e f o r e  
t h i s  committee c o n t a i n s  t h e  sum t o t a l  of  my knowledge of what 
happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q- W e  recognize  t h i s .  I ' l l  say  t h i s ,  t h a t  i t ' s  very
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t a k e  one back o v e r  2 y e a r s  and expec t  one t o  
r e c a l l  every  b i t  of  t h a t  which w a s  s a i d ,  every  i n c i d e n t ,  and 
s o  on. So when w e  t a l k e d  t o  you i n  t h e  beginning w e  had t o  
p r e t t y  much r e l y  upon your own memory. I n  t h e  meantime, 
however, w e  have assembled q u i t e  a b i t  of in format ion  which 
would prov ide  some a s s i s t a n c e  t o  l e t  you know some of  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  took p l a c e  t o  h e l p  r e f r e s h  your memory, and t h a t  
w a s  t h e  purpose of  t h e  recal l .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. To t r y  t o  f i l l  t h e s e  gaps ,  and t o  t a k e  advantage 
of  t h e  knowledge and t h e  in format ion  t h a t  you have. I n  view 
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have invoked your r i g h t s  under t h e  5 t h  
Amendment and A r t i c l e  31  of  t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e  w e  w i l l  recess h e r e  ve ry  s h o r t l y ,  b u t  b e f o r e  we do I 
aga in  want t o  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  you have been o rde red ,  and you 
are s o  ordered  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  counse l )  t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony,  o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may have appeared,  or who may appear  as 
wi tnes ses  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I f  you recal l  I d i d  g i v e  you some excep t ions ,  and 
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the exceptions were in an official capacity, or as you may be 
required to do so before competent administrative, judicial, 
or legislative bodies. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now I believe that you have already appeared before 
the investigative subcommittee of the House Armed Services 
Committee? 

A. Yes, sir, I have. 

Q = In the event you are required to appear before that 
committee again, subcommittee, or any other such legislative 
body, your appearance, prior appearance and your appearance 
here today would in no way preclude your appearing and testi-
fying before such bodies. 

A. May I ask a question? If I am recalled to testify 
before the House committee, am I at liberty to testify as to 
things that transpired during this session, or the previous 
session, as to the nature of the questions, or specific 
questions? 

Q. Not the questions that were addressed to you here 
this morning. 

A. Right, sir. 

MR WEST: This is not of course any restriction as to 
testifying of what you know about My Lai (4). 

A. But as to questions and the documents that I have 
seen here, I'm not permitted to testify there as to what I've 
seen here or as to the questions asked of me here? 

I0: You are permitted to testify about what you know 
about the My Lai incident, and the reporting of it, the 
investigations of it, and the reviews of it, but not of the 
inner workings of this particular investigation. 

A. Right, sir. 
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MR WEST: You should n o t  d i s c l o s e  any in format ion  t h a t  w e  
may have exposed t o  you as a b a s i s  f o r  ask ing  you q u e s t i o n s  
because w e  are r e q u i r e d  t o  keep t h e  test imony h e r e ,  and t h e  
evidence,  t h e  in format ion  we've developed,  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  as 
w e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: The re ' s  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t e l l i n g  the House Armed 
S e r v i c e s  subcommittee w e  d i d  have you back and you r e fused  t o  
answer q u e s t i o n s ,  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t .  But,  f o r  example, 
General  PEERS has  g iven  you some informat ion  which is  n o t  
g e n e r a l l y  known, and t h e r e  a r e  reasons  f o r  n o t  d i s c l o s i n g  
it u n t i l  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  completed. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: This  is what he meant by n o t  d i s c l o s i n g  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  facts you may have l e a r n e d  he re .  

I0: I 'm s u r e  you unders tand w h a t ' s  going t o  happen 
when t h i s  is made a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. There  i s  q u i t e  a cont roversy  going on a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  some people  s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a t r o c i t y  
of some k ind  and some people  s ay ing ,  "I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. " 
When it comes o u t  and t h e  o r d e r  of magnitude is exp la ined  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c ,  and what r e a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d ,  i t ' s  going t o  have 
grave  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

a - The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  09 30 hour s ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MELTON, Caro l  W. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: S1, 4/21, 15 ~ p r i l  1968 - 1 November 1968, 
S1, l l t h  Br igade ,  1 November 1968 - 26 March 1969. 

A s  t h e  l l t h  Br igade S-1, t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  i n s p e c t  
the f i l e s  because  t h e r e  w a s  an A G I  s h o r t y  b e f o r e  h i s  
assignment on 1 November 1968 (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any i n q u i r i e s  concern ing  a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  neve r  hea rd  any s t a t e m e n t s  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  n o r  d i d  he see any VC propaganda 
aDout i t  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
b e i n g  conducted (pg.  5 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0945 hours ,  3 
February 1970.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS,  
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Major C a r l  W. MELTON. 

(MAJ MELTON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

Major MELTON, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan i -
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. C a r l  William MELTON, Major, , U.S. Army 
Advisory Group, M i s s i s s i p p i ,  wi th  du ty  s t a t i o n ,  McComb, M i s -
s i s s i p p i .  

10: Major MELTON, on my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre-
t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  conduct of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
a lso provide  l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and o t h e r  members of  t h e  
i n q u i r y  t e a m .  On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army 
c o l o n e l  d e s i g n a t e d  by General  WESTMORELAND, t h e  Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  t o  assist me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from my- 
s e l f  t h i s  morning, bo th  M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  ARMSTRONG 
may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

I w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  of  cou r se ,  t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and determine f i n d -  
i n g s  and recommendations. 

Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q. ' D o  you unders tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o  q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r .  
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Q - Major MELTON, would you i n d i c a t e  your  du ty  a s s ign -  
ment w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  t ime you jo ined ,  any change 
of assignment you may have had,  and when you t e rmina t ed  your  
s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  br igade?  

A. S i r ,  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on t h i s  t o u r  on ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  15  A p r i l  1967 a s  a  member of t h e  4 / 2 1 .  I was s e r v i n g  
i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a d j u t a n t .  I se rved  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  
u n t i l  1 November, e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  f o r  morning r e p o r t  purposes ,  
a t  which t i m e  I assumed t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  a d j u t a n t  o f  t h e  11 th  
Brigade.  

Q - Now, what d a t e  was t h i s ?  

A. That  was 1 November 1968, s ir .  

Q You came i n  i n  1967? 

A. Excuse m e ,  s i r ,  I came i n  A p r i l  1968, i n  coun t ry  
w i t h  t h e  4/21, and a r r i v e d  i n  count ry  on 15 A p r i l .  Then I 
s t a y e d  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  1 November 1968 
as t h e  b r i g a d e  S1. I s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  26 March 
1969 a t  which t i m e  I r e t u r n e d  t o  Hawaii. 

Q - The My L a i  i n c i d e n t  which was supposed t o  have 
occur red  on 16 March 1968 became a ma t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  know- 
ledge  about 4 o r  5  months ago,  Septemter and October 1969. 
S ince  t h a t  t i m e  have you had any conve r sa t ions  w i th  anybody 
from t h e  b r igade  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning e i t h e r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  any of t h e  papers  r e l a t e d  
t o  such a  r e p o r t .  

A. I have n o t ,  s i r ,  u n t i l  ye s t e rday  e n  r o u t e  up h e r e ,  
I happened t o  run i n t o  Major HANKS who worked wi th  us i n  
Hawaii. H e ' s  an A i r  Force major,  FAC. He went t o  Vietnam 
wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  and a s  I was s i t t i n g  on t h e  a i r p l a n e  i n  Mont- 
gomery w e  made a s t o p  and he g o t  on ,  and I s a i d ,  "Hey, HANKS, 
what t h e  h e l l  ya  doing?"  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  And he 
s a i d ,  "Well, I'm going up i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  t h e  P e e r s 1  
board.  I' And I s a i d ,  "Well,  I am t o o .  I' And t h a t  i s  a l l  of 
t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  I have had wi th  anyone. 

Q- There w a s n ' t  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  subs tance  between 
y o u r s e l f  and Major HANKS? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  
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Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  what your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were 
w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade headqua r t e r s  November 1968 through 
March 1969? 

A. A s  t h e  a d j u t a n t  I conducted t h e  normal a d j u t a n t  
d u t i e s  w i t h  va r ious  s i d e  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  a c t i n g  i n s p e c t o r  gen- 
e r a l  and what have you. Primary a t t e n t i o n ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  was 
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  of  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g ,  and t h a t  took 
t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  o u r  t i m e .  A s  you a r e  w e l l  aware, most per -  
sonne l ,  r o u t i n e  personne l  work, went s t r a i g h t  from b a t t a l i o n  
t o  d i v i s i o n ,  u n l e s s  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  two o f f i c e s ,  and we d i d n ' t  
e n t e r  i n t o  it. Rea l ly ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  normal S 1  a c t i v i t i e s  
wi th  heavy emphasis upon c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  and keeping d i -  
v i s i o n  happy a s  f a r  a s  meeting suspense d a t e s  and accuracy 
and what have you. 

Q- But you were t h e r e  a s  t h e  S-1  and a l s o  i n  t h e  d u a l  
capac i ty  a s  t h e  I G .  Did you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  conduct ing 
an i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l e s  o r  c l e a n i n g  of  t h e  f i l e s  o r  r e t i r i n g  
t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  They had had t h e i r  A G I  i n -
s p e c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  my assuming t h e  d u t i e s  of  t h e  S1 i n  b r i -  
gade,  and of cou r se ,  none was scheduled u n t i l  approximately 
5 months a f t e r  my depa r tu re .  I d i d  no th ing  a s  f a r  a s  running 
through t h e  f i l e s  and throwing o u t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  no, 
s i r ,  and I conducted no i n s p e c t i o n .  Of cou r se  t o  o u r  subor-  
d i n a t e  u n i t s ,  I was t h e r e  more o r  l e s s  a s  a g r ievance  ind iv -  
i d u a l  t o  p rec lude  personne l  having t o  make a t r i p  t o  d i v i s i o n  
i n  t h e  e v e n t  I could  s o l v e  t h e  problem. 

Q. When you were i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y ,  d i d  you e v e r  have 
an i n q u i r y  from d i v i s i o n ,  from USARV, from any i n d i v i d u a l s  
who belonged t o  o r  had belonged t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  concerning 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  And d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t  any th ing  on t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  because it s t r u c k  me c o l d  
when it happened. I knew no th ing  about  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  change it from My La i  and l e t  me g ive  
you a few a d d i t i o n a l  t i t l e s  t h a t  may perhaps  have e n t e r e d  
i n t o  a  paper .  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No. 

Q- P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.  No, s ir .  
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Q - Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q. Tu Cung? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. CO LUY? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

9 - When you were wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and a l s o  du r ing  
t h e  p e r i o d  when you were w i th  t h e  4 / 2 1 ,  d i d  you a t  t h a t  
t i m e  e v e r  h e a r  any s t a t emen t  o r  comment t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
an a v i a t o r  had r epo r t ed  through channels  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. About t h e  middle o f  March 1968? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q - Did you eve r  hea r  o f  any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between an 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and a ground element  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  machine- 
guns w e r e  t r a i n e d  on o t h e r  people?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  no t .  

Q. On f r i e n d l y  people?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA had s h o t  a 
woman? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see o r  h e a r  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  VC propa-
ganda which may have been focused on r e p r i s a l s  or  revenge f o r  
something t h a t  may have happened i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  e i t h e r  by 
b roadcas t ,  by l e a f l e t s ,  by s l o g a n s ,  by a r m  bands ,  p o s t e r s ,  o r  
any media? 
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A. Not i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r .  Of c o u r s e ,  
I saw VC propaganda by a t t e n d i n g  s t a f f  mee t i ngs ,  even when I 
w a s  down a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  I canno t  r e c a l l  any d i r e c t e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
b e i n g  conduc ted  on t h e  U.S. s i d e  f o r  what may have happened 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a ,  
P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  it broke  i n  t h e  newspapers.  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
government o f  South  Vietnam i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w h i l e  you w e r e  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. I n  y o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  peop l e  w i t h i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  and i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  you r  m e s s  and i n  you r  
s p a r e  t i m e ,  d i d  you e v e r  have any cause  t o  s u s p e c t ,  some-
t h i n g  you h e a r d  may have caused  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  something 
may have happened i n  t h i s  My L a i  a r e a  abou t  t h e  middle  o f  
March. 

A. No, s i r ,  I have s e a r c h e d  my b r a i n  s i n c e  I r e c e i v e d  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  come h e r e  Sa tu rday ,  and I can r e c a l l  no i n c i -
d e n t  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  a t  any t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: Who w a s  you r  S1  s e r g e a n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. S e r g e a n t  ROSADO i n i t i a l l y  when I took o v e r  t h e  
d u t i e s .  H e  came home s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  and I had a 
Sergean t - - I  want t o  s a y  BERNARD, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  
t h a t ' s  h i s  f i r s t  name o r  h i s  l a s t  name. 

Q Could i t  have been S e r g e a n t  WALKER, Bernard  
WALKE R? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  name, b u t  WALKER was 
h i s  l a s t  name. 

10: Who p receded  you a s  t h e  S l ?  
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A. Major DAKNIS. 

Q. And who r ep l aced  you? 

A. Major HAYDEN. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you a t  any t i m e  r e c e i v e  any i n q u i r y  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  c a s u a l t i e s  du r ing  p a s t  o p e r a t i o n s  from t h e  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n ,  2d ARVN Div is ion?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  from t h e  ARVN Div i s ion . .  

Q Did you e v e r  receive any i n q u i r i e s  from Colonel  
HENDERSON f o r  in format ion  going back i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  
command, o r  t h a t  you w e r e  aware, came i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  wh i l e  
you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  receive any p e r s o n a l l y .  I on ly  commun-
i c a t e d  w i t h  him one t i m e .  That  w a s  on an OER t h a t  w a s  f a i l e d  t o  
be  f i l l e d  o u t  when he  d e p a r t e d ,  and I s e n t  t h a t  t o  him and h e  
r e t u r n e d  it. I a m  n o t  aware o f  any communications coming i n .  
Anything addressed  t o  t h e  commander, I g o t  i t  and opened it. 
I am n o t  aware o f  any th ing  coming i n .  -

Q. D o  you recal l  any communication w i t h  Colonel  BLACK-
4 

LEDGE, who w a s  t h e  S2? 

A. H e  had depa r t ed  t h e  command when I went up as t h e  
S1, and I had no communication w i t h  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

Q Did you have any communication wi th  Major MCKNIGHT,  
t h e  S3? 

A. H e  w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  when I took over .  H e  depa r t ed ,  
and I had no communication wi th  him. 

Q. Did you know Sergeant  CAMELL? 

A. Y e s ,  he  w a s  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  

Q. Did you e v e r  have any conve r sa t ions  w i th  Sergeant  
CAMELL about  any r eco rds  t h a t  he w a s  ho ld ing?  

A. None whatsoever.  
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10: W e  r e a l i z e  i n  c a l l i n g  you i n  t h a t  you were no t  on 
t h e  scene  du r ing  a couple  of  pe r iods  t h a t  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  
b u t  w e  do want you t o  know t h a t  even though you c o u l d n ' t  
p rov ide  us i n fo rma t ion ,  t h a t  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  us t o  even 
know t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  going on du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  W e  
do a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  f o r  t h i s  purpose.  Now conce ivab ly ,  
based upon t h e  l i n e  of  i n q u i r y  t h a t  we followed t h i s  morning, 
you may r e c a l l  something a t  some t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I f  you 
do, we'd a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch w i t h  us s o  t h a t  w e  
can t a k e  advantage o f  such in format ion .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you 
can t h i n k  o f  any documents o r  materials of  any k ind  which 
would be  h e l p f u l ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I ' l l  g ive  you t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you may c a r e  t o  a sk ,  o r  
if you care t o  make a s t a t emen t  i n  t h e  record .  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no q u e s t i o n s  and no s t a t emen t  t o  
make. 

Q. Before  we r e c e s s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  aga in  c a u t i o n  you 
t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  excep t  i n  t h e  
performance o f  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  b e f o r e  a competent admin- 
i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  
a l though I would t h i n k  i n  your  case it may even be somewhat 
remote, t h a t  you 'd  be  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a congres s iona l  committee. 
I f  such does come about  it would probably be  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 
Your tes t imony and appearance h e r e  would i n  no way p rec lude  
you t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1000 hour s ,  3 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MOODY, John W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P u b l i c  Informat ion 
O f f i c e r ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

The wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  be ing  i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  morning 
o f  16 March and remembered a r e p o r t  o f  l a r g e  a c t i o n  and a 
l a r g e  body count .  He r e c a l l e d  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  a d i s p a r i t y  
between t h e  body count  and t h e  weapons recovered ,  b u t  d i d  
n o t  remember t h e  d i s p a r i t y  be ing  as g r e a t  a s  128 t o  t h r e e  
(pgs .  5, 6). The wi tnes s  no ted  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  b r igade  

was new i n  t h e  count ry ,  they  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  
was e x t r a o r d i n a r y  (pg. 5 )  . 
2. REPORT OF THE OPERATION FROM HAEBERLE AND ROBERTS. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he b r i e f e d  HAEBERLE p r i o r  t o  
h i s  going o u t  on t h e  ope ra t ion .  He added t h a t  he  thought 
HAEBERLE w a s  anxious t o  see some a c t i o n  (pg. 7 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  upon t h e  r e t u r n  o f  HAEBERLE and 
ROBERTS they  w e r e  e l a t e d  w i t h  having been i n  t h e  f i e l d  
du r ing  a f i g h t ,  b u t  somewhat n e g a t i v e l y  impressed wi th  a l l  t h e  
bodies  and k i l l i n g  they  had seen.  The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  
. t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  they had seen  a 
massacre o f  women and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  on ly  t h a t  they had seen  
much k i l l i n g  and were somwhat depressed  (pg. 8)  . The 
wi tnes s  o f f e r e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  have t h e  impress ion t h a t  
HAEBERLE and ROBERTS were r e p o r t i n g  a s l a u g h t e r  t o  him; 
however, h e  no ted  they  w e r e  a p p a l l e d  wi th  what they had 
seen  (pg.  9 ) .  From t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  he  had wi th  ROBERTS 
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and HAEBERLE t h e r e  was nothing from which he could d e t e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre (pg. 1 7 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  say ing  t h a t  they had seen  many bodies  of 
women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he 
could n o t  exp la in  why HAEBERLE and ROBERTS d i d  n o t  t e l l  
him o f  t h e i r  obse rva t ions ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  view of t h e  
p i c t u r e s  HAEBERLE had taken  (pgs. 28, 29 ) . 
3 .  PROCEDURE CONCERNING PICTURES I N  THE INFORMATION 
OFFICE. 

a .  General ly .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when he f i r s t  a r r i v e d  in-  
count ry ,  Major DIONNE t o l d  him t o  be c a r e f u l  wi th  p i c t u r e s .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  anything t h a t  was capable  of  being m i s -
i n t e r p r e t e d  should n o t  be r e l e a s e d  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The wi tness  
noted t h a t  t h e r e  was no po l i cy  say ing  t h a t  every photograph 
t h a t  was taken was t o  be examined (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  
al though he had seen p i c t u r e s  of burning hootches ,  he had 
n o t  considered them a s  i n d i c a t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  dur ing  h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam he 
never saw any p i c t u r e s  of  an a t r o c i t y  being committed 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  

b .  Reca l l  o f  p i c t u r e s  from t h e  1 6  March ope ra t ion .  

The wi tness  s a i d  t h a t  HAEBERLE took some p i c t u r e s  
and arranged t o  have them developed upon h i s  r e t u r n .  
The wi tness  d i d  n o t  check a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  because he 
t r u s t e d  HAEBERLE and a t  t h e  t i m e  he had no i d e a  t h a t  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  contained t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a scandal  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  
noted t h a t  it i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  look a t  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  
knowing what i s  now known, and rea1i.z t h a t  they show 
an a t r o c i t y ;  however, a t  t h a t  t i m e  he might n o t  have 
considered them t o  do s o  (pg. 27 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
burning hootches was a common occurrence i n  Vietnam, t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  b r igade  (pg. 2 6 ) .  The wi tness  was no t  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and br igade  p o l i c i e s  concerning 
t h e  burning of v i l l a g e s  and hootches (pgs.  25, 26) . 
4 .  DUTIES OF AN ARMY PHOTOGRAPHER. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when an Army news photographer 
took a p i c t u r e  o f  news va lue  it was Army proper ty  (pgs. 1 0 ,  
11). H e  be l i eved  t h a t  even when photographers used personal  
cameras they should t u r n  t h e i r  f i l m  over  t o  t h e  information 

(MOODY) SUM APP T-211  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


o f f i c e  i f  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  had news va lue  (pg. 11). However, 
he no ted  even though a  man i s  an Army photographer ,  t h i s  
should n o t  deny him t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  f o r  
h i s  own pe r sona l  use .  These p i c t u r e s  should n o t  be  s o l d  
t o  t h e  commercial news media. This w a s  understood i n  h i s  
o f f i c e  (pgs.  1 2 ,  13) . The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
ques t ion  i n  h i s  mind w a s  why d i d  HAEBERLE t a k e  t h e s e  
p i c t u r e s ,  i f  he  d i d  n o t  p l an  t o  b r i n g  them t o  o f f i c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  (pgs .  29, 30) . He admit ted t h a t  t h e  answer 
t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  t aken  i n  an 
a t t empt  t o  make money through yellow journa l i sm ('pg. 3 0 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s '  a t t i t u d e  toward h i s  dutv.  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  he r ep re sen ted  
t h e  b r igade  commander i n  t h e  in format ion  o f f i c e  and, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  he  was n o t  a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men a s  were 
L ieu tenan t s  DUNN and REHM. H e  no ted  t h a t  t h i s  might have 
been t h e  reason t h a t  he  was n o t  p r i v y  t o  in format ion  
o f  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS concerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 20 ) .  

b .  ROBERTS' s t o r y .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no i n c i d e n t  
i n  which ROBERTS' name w a s  p u t  on a s t o r y  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
DUNN prepared ,  because ROBERTS could  n o t  b r i n g L  himself  
t o  w r i t e  it (pgs.  2 1 ,  2 2 ) .  

The r o u t i n g  o f  news s t o r i e s  up command channels .  

The wi tnes s  expla ined  t h a t  news r e l e a s e s  were 
prepared  by h i s  b r igade  and s e n t  up t o  d i v i s i o n .  Then they 
went t o  I11 MAF and on t o  USARV o r  MACV. Genera l ly ,  they  
were c a r r i e d  by c o u r i e r s ;  however, each evening h i s  o f f i c e  
would c a l l  d i v i s i o n  t o  t e l l  them what s t o r i e s  t o  expec t  
(pgs. 22, 2 3 ) .  

d .  Knowledge of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The wi tnes s  had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  be ing  conducted about My L a i  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  o r  by Vietnamese sou rces ,  government o r  Army 
(pg. 30). 
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


l~rnerical News Sheet, I I 

M-23 17 Mar 68 Shown to witness. 1 22 


Witness did not I 
M-58 Press Release recall. Admitted 20,21, 

into evidence. 
22 

P-2 I Miscellaneous Scenes ,IShown to witness. 1 23 
thru 1 I 1 

P-26 Miscellaneous Scenes Shown to witness . 23 
thru 

P-56 Miscellaneous Scenes Shown to witness. k-thru 
P-70 

Wit would not 
P-14 Miscellaneous Scene have inquired about( 25 

Wit would not 1 2Cr5, 
P-16 Miscellaneous Scene have inquired 

Wit 
P-18 Miscellaneous Scene MICHLES. 23 

Witness recognized 
P-23 t-Miscellaneous Scene 1 MICHLES. 

I Appeared to 
P-30~1~iscellaneous Scene I contrived. I 27 

I I Wit would not havei 
- -P-25 Miscellaneous Scene inquired about. 24 

Appeared to be 
P-31C Miscellaneous Scene contrived. 27 

Obvious yellow 
P-33~1Miscellaneous Scene I journalism. 27 

I I Obvious yellow I 
P-37C Miscellaneous Scene journalism. 28 

Obvious yellow 
28- P-40C Miscellaneous Scene journalism. 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

Miscellaneous Scene 

DESCRIPTION 

Miscellaneous Scene . 

l~hown to witness. 

NOTES 
'obvious yellow 
journalism. 

I 25 

PAGES 

30 

Miscellaneous Scene Shown to witness. 25 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1508 hour s ,  23 January 
1970.) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s  is  M r .  John W.  MOODY. 

(MR MOODY w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

RCDR: M r .  MOODY, f o r  t h e  r eco rd  would you p l e a s e  s ta te  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. John W.  MOODY, I ' m  a g radua te  s t u d e n t .  My ad-
d r e s s  i s  747 1/2 North L a f a y e t t e  Park P l ace ,  Los Angeles,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  

10: Have you had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  t h e  i n -
st r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q D o  you unders tand them o r  do you have any ques-
t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  I b e l i e v e  I unders tand them. 

Q On my l e f t  h e r e  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. H e  is a c iv -
i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who vo lun tee red  h i s  services t o  t h e  Secre-
t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  assist i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l so  
t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l .  On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG 
who has  been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  
t o  assist i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of  t h e s e  i n d i v i d -
u a l s  may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  W e  a l s o  
have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I w i l l  
be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weighing 
t h e  ev idence ,  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

W e  have been d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  m i l i t a r y  r ep re -
s e n t a t i v e s  who t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h e i r  t es t imony w i t h  o t h e r s .  Being i n  a c i v i l i a n  c a p a c i t y ,  
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we cannot so direct you, but we would request that you not 
discuss your testimony with others, including other wit-
nesses for inquiry, except as you may be either requested 
or required to do before administrative, judicial, or leg-
islative bodies. That may include perhaps congressional 
committees, specifically the investigation subcommittee of 
the House Armed Services Committee. 

I do not think you have been cautioned or cited 
by the military judge in the general court-martial case of 
the United States v. Calley. I would only say that if 
you are so cited in any of these cases, your testimony here 
would in no way change either the applicability or effect 
of any of those orders by either this judge or any of the 
other judges for comparable cases. Do you have any ques-
tions at this time? 

A. No, six. 

Q. Mr. MOODY, would you state your duty assignment
with the America1 Division in March 1968? 

A. Yes, sir. I was brigade information officer 
and doubled as commander of the 31st PID. 

Q How long had you been the information officer? 

A. I had been the brigade information officer 
since--this would be approximate, sir, because I was also 
serving double duty as assistant S1 several months prior 
to leaving for Vietnam, I would say approximately in 
July or August 1967. That's when I began the duty. 

Q. And how long after March did you remain in 
that capacity? 

A. Only about a month and a half, sir. I left in 
May on an extension in country to join Special Forces. 

Q Had you been with Special Forces before? 

A. No, sir. I went only because they were hurting 
for a PIO, and I knew some people that knew me, and they 
recommended me to the commander. 

Q .  Since the time the My Lai incident became a 
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mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, which took p l ace  about  5 months 
ago, roughly i n  September o r  October of l a s t  y e a r ,  have you 
had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  anybody from t h e  b r igade  o r  from 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  concerning 
t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of any i n c i d e n t  which may have 
taken  p l ace?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have,  a couple  of  f r i e n d s  of  mine, 
one of  whom I spoke t o  downs ta i r s ,  who I had occas ion  , to 
t a l k  t o  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  

Q .  Who i s  t h i s ?  

A .  This  i s  Tom GREER. And ano the r  f r i e n d  of  mine 
who w a s  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade f o r  some t i m e  b u t  d i d  n o t  
s e r v e  w i t h  it i n  Vietnam, who I l a t e r  s e rved  w i t h  i n  Spec-
i a l  Forces .  W e  have a l o t  of common f r i e n d s  who l i v e  nea r  
me i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and I had t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q With M r .  GREER. What w a s  your conve r sa t ion  t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it had a d i r e c t i o n .  I t  
was somewhat er ra t ic .  I t h i n k  w e  each asked each o t h e r  
i f  w e  could remember L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, and I t h i n k  n e i t h e r  
of u s  could.  I s t i l l  c a n ' t .  W e  bo th  knew Cap ta in  MEDINA, 
and I t h i n k  g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  l i n e s  o f ,  "Do you t h i n k  
MEDINA would have l i n e d  up a bunch of c i v i l i a n s  and s h o t  
them?" I t h i n k  w e  agreed  t h a t  t h a t ' s  u n l i k e l y .  W e  more 
o r  l e s s  came t o  t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  most l i k e l y  t h i n g  
t h a t  happened t h e r e  was what happens on a s m a l l e r  scale--
i n  my expe r i ence ,  n o t  w i t h  f requency ,  b u t  h a r d l y  anyth ing  
unusual--and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  is  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
s t a r t  moving i n  t h e  middle of  a f i r e  f i g h t .  C e r t a i n l y  
under a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h e y  g e t  a l o t  of people  k i l l e d  and 
wounded. And when t h e r e ' s  a c t u a l l y  c l o s e  c o n t a c t ,  any-
body t h a t  moves i s  l i k d l y  t o  g e t  s h o t .  The f e e l i n g  
t h a t  w e  had i s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what happened i n  an ex-
t r a o r d i n a r y  deg ree ,  b u t  n o t  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA would be  
do ing  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q .  W e  unders tand  your d u t i e s  a s  i n fo rma t ion  o f -
f icer f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  and a l s o  heading t h e  3 1 s t  PI  De-
tachment.  What o t h e r  d u t i e s  d i d  you have about  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I n  t e r m s  of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w a s  my 
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assignment.  I t h i n k  you have something i n  mind. 

Q. W e l l ,  y e s .  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  number of 
people  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h i s  detachment,  and t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  
was t h a t  you were away from it a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t h e  t i m e  
and s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of your t i m e  over  i n  t h e  S1  a r e a ,  
and I ' v e  been t r y i n g  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, now I fo l low you. Y e s ,  s ir .  
No, t h e r e  w a s  no o f f i c i a l  du ty  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  some f e e l i n g  i n  my o f f i c e  t h a t  I w a s  per-

, haps t o o  c o o p e r a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  1 s e c t i o n  and t h a t  t hey ,  
, a couple  of t h e  1's--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What do you mean by t h a t  comment? 

A. W e l l ,  I had been i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  f o r  a long time, 
and t h e  people  who were i n  my o f f i c e  were a l l  r e l a t i v e l y  
new w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of Se rgean t  STONICH. A l l  of them 
w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  g radua te s  of t h e  DINFOS, t h e  D e -
f ense  Informat ion  School.  And they  had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  
were m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t e r s  and s h o u l d n ' t  be expec ted  t o  do 
anything else b u t  t h a t .  I t r i e d  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  encourage 
a f e e l i n g  of coope ra t ion  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  and d i scourage  any 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  w e r e  a s p e c i a l  bunch, t h a t  w e  were a . 
s u p e r - p r o f e s s i o n a l  form of a lmost  civil ian-Army people .  
I wanted t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h a t  we had t o  coope ra t e  w i th  every-
body. There was a f e e l i n g  I know. I had s e v e r a l  d i s cus -
s i o n s  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and L ieu tenan t  REID. I d i d  
t h i n g s  as f a v o r s  a couple  of t imes and a s s i s t e d  t h e  1 sec-
t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g ,  which I had done b e f o r e .  They f e l t  t h a t  
by doing t h i s ,  I w a s  a l lowing  myself t o  be t aken  advantage 
o f .  But I never  f e l t  t h a t  I s p e n t  any t i m e  i n  t h e  1. 
I can remember a couple  of t imes a t  n i g h t  t h a t  I went o v e r  
t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  ignored  my d u t i e s  i n  t h e  
P I 0  b u s i n e s s  by do ing  f a v o r s  f o r  t h e  people  i n  t h e  1 sec-
t i o n .  

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  you r e a l l y  had a g ra sp  of t h a t  
P I  detachment and eve ry th ing  t h a t  was going on i n  i t ?  
Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Task Force  Barker? 

A. F a m i l i a r  is  a p r e t t y  r e l a t i v e  term. I ,  of 
course ,  knew about  i t ,  and I knew of i t s  A 0  and I was p r e t t y  
f r i e n d l y  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER. He'd been w i t h  b r i g a d e  f o r  
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some t i m e ,  and I worked r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  w i t h  him when I was 
i n  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  S1, a long  t i m e  be-
f o r e  when he  was f u n c t i o n i n g  as S 3  and a l s o  as b r igade  XO. 
I had occas ion  t o  go up a couple  of  t imes ,  and I a l s o  knew 
Major CALHOUN r a t h e r  w e l l ,  who w a s  up t h e r e  and I ' d  worked 
w i t h  him. I guess  I was f a m i l i a r .  

Q . Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which was 
i n i t i a t e d  on 16 March i n  t h e  a r e a  of  what people  r e f e r  t o  a s  
P i n k v i l l e  o r  Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. I had been up p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  ac-
t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I f r e q u e n t l y  went o u t  wi th  t h e  u n i t s  
on o p e r a t i o n s  and such and rode around wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders i n  t h e  C&C s h i p s  and t h i n g s ,  and t r i e d  t o  keep 
i n  touch w i t h  what was going on. I had been up t o  Task 
Force  Barker  n o t  t o o  long  b e f o r e  t h a t  and i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
b u t  I p e r s o n a l l y  had never been i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  a c t u a l l y  
on t h e  ground. No, I w a s  n o t  t h e r e  on t h e  day of t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t .  My f i r s t  knowledge of  it was through channe ls ,  
through t h e  TOC a t  b r igade  base  camp. Our f i rs t  knowledge 
of it w a s  t h a t  it was a l a r g e  a c t i o n  and l a r g e  body count .  

Q. Were you i n  and o u t  of  t h e  TOC t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I was. I mean I do 
remember Task Force  Barker and know t h a t  ~ / 1 / 2 0  had a 
b i g  a c t i o n  up t h e r e .  But i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  it d o e s n ' t  seem 
a t  a l l  a s  b i g  an even t .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  seems l i k e  an  event  
of l i t e r a l l y  world-shaking importance now, and it seems 
i r o n i c  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  I t h i n k  you could on ly  say  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  about  t h e  s o r t  of e l a t i o n  you would expec t  
from a new u n i t  i n  count ry  which had no t  had a heavy con-
t a c t  and f i n a l l y  had one. I t  seemed t o  us i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
base  camp t o  have done w e l l .  

Q. W e l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n t a c t ,  the most 
s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t a c t ,  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  s i n c e  t h e  
b r igade  had been i n  country .  

A. Yes, s ir .  But I t h i n k  because we were new and 
because you expec t  t h e  wors t  i f  you 've  never  been t o  V i e t -
nam b e f o r e ,  p robably  we though t ,  "Well,  t h i n g s  a r e  f i n a l l y  
g e t t i n g  normal,"  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i n g s  a r e  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  b i g .  A s  I ' m  s u r e  you know, w e  r ep l aced  a 
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u n i t  t h e r e  i n  Duc Pho i n  t h a t  A0 and had occasion t o  hear  
a l l  s o r t s  of bloodcurdl ing s t o r i e s  from them, and w e  
c o u l d n ' t  understand why th ings  were being q u i e t  so long. 
I th ink  t h e r e  was a genera l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  a rea  we 
were c e r t a i n l y  being watched and avoided u n t i l  t h e  enemy 
could f i g u r e  o u t  j u s t  exac t ly  what kind of an o u t f i t  they 
w e r e  going t o  be up a g a i n s t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  of 
t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I remember a f i g u r e  of over 
a hundred on one con tac t .  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I remembered 
t h e  f i g u r e .  

Q .  Do you remember any d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  TOC a t  
t h e  t ime o r  a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  about t h e  d i s p a r i t y  be-
tween weapons captured and t h e  enemy KIA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember t h a t  being mentioned. I 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you who mentioned it, b u t  I do remember t h a t  
s u b j e c t  being brought  up. Here again ,  it was known, a t  
l e a s t  t o  u s ,  t h a t  it was a completely--I d o n ' t  even th ink  
t h e  word "dominated" would be appropr ia t e .  I t  was a VC 

, a rea  t h a t  had been a VC a r e a  a s  long a s  anybody around 
t h e r e  could remember, and t h i s  I d o n ' t  t h ink  su rp r i sed  
anybody because we f e l t  t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h a t  a rea  were 
p r e t t y  much suppor te r s  of t h e  V i e t  Cong. The f a c t  t h a t  they 
d i d  n o t  have weapons phys ica l ly  w i t h  them could be under-
s tood.  I t  j u s t  seems a r u l e  of thumb i n  Vietnam t h a t  if 
you ' re  searching  an a r e a ,  and people g e t  up and s t a r t  run-
ning,  and you speak t o  them i n  Vietnamese and t e l l  them 
t o  s t o p ,  and they d o n ' t ,  then people s t a r t  shoot ing be-
cause they have a tendency t o  come back 5 minutes l a t e r  
with weapons. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h a t  day w e r e  128 VC 
K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons captured.  
Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l  f o r  you? 

A. I d i d n ' t  remember t h e  d i s p a r i t y  being t h a t  
g r e a t ,  b u t ,  yes ,  s i r ,  t h a t  sounds r i g h t .  

Q .  I ' l l  r e f r e s h  you i n  a l i t t l e  while  with some 
a r t i c l e s  and s o  on. Who assigned t h e  photographic and 
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in format ion  teams t o  go o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ?  

A. I d i d ,  s i r ,  o r  I shared  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i th  
L ieu tenan t  DUNN. But I always knew when somebody w a s  going 
o u t .  

Q. Who b r i e f e d  them? 

A. P r i o r  t o  going o u t ?  

Q. Were t h e s e  people  b r i e f e d  b e f o r e  t hey  went o u t  
s o  t h e y  would know what t h e y ' r e  going t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I normally t a l k e d  t o  them b e f o r e  
going o u t  because I had by t h a t  t i m e  managed t o  go o u t  
w i t h  j u s t  about  every  one of  ou r  f i e l d  u n i t s .  

Q Did you b r i e f  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS be fo re  t hey
depa r t ed  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e r e  a g a i n ,  i t ' s  a s i t u a t i o n  where 
it was n o t  a tremendously memorable even t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
And s o  much t i m e  passed  b e f o r e  I l ea rned  of  t h i s ,  you 
know, g r e a t e r  emphasis on it, t h a t  I f r a n k l y  d o n ' t  have 
t r u l y  a c c u r a t e  memories of  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I do know t h a t  
I t a l k e d  t o  them. I can remember HAEBERLE had o v e r  a 
ve ry  b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  a l l  of a sudden r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
h e  had been i n  Vietnam s e v e r a l  months and had never  been 
anywhere where anyth ing  was happening t o  any g r e a t  ex-
t e n t .  This  i s  o n l y  my own imag ina t ion ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he 
f e l t  t h a t  he b e t t e r  g e t  o u t  w i t h  some u n i t s  i f  h e  w a s  
eve r  going t o  do it. And h e  asked when he could  s t a r t  
going o u t .  And I s a i d :  "Whenever you want t o  go,  I ' l l  
set  you up. Where do you want t o  go?" And w e  p u t  him 
up w i t h  t h a t  u n i t .  

Q .  They've had t h i s  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  
e a r t h s h a k i n g  and s o  on,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  exc i tement  
i n  t h e  TOC and a s  f a r  a s  t h e  b r igade  was concerned,  
t h i s  was q u i t e  an impor tan t  e v e n t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  
t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q W e l l ,  what about  your d i s c u s s i o n  now wi th  
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ROBERTS and HAEBERLE when they came i n  t h a t  evening?, 

A. , I n  t e r m s  of--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  "Well, you were ou t  t h e r e .  What 
d i d  you see?" 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
I 

Q I mean what d i d  they t e l l  you? 

A. They t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a h e l l  of a b i g  
f i g h t  and a l o t  of a c t i o n ,  and HAEBERLE s a i d  he had some 
p i c t u r e s .  They were a t  t h a t  t i m e  negat ive ly  impressed . 

with what they had seen. 

Q. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. Well, they d i d n ' t  l i k e  it very w e l l .  They were 
somewhat e l a t e d ,  I th ink ,  by having been i n  con tac t .  I t ' s  
an e x c i t i n g  t h i n g  when t h e r e ' s  a l l  t h a t  shoot ing  going on, 
and they seemed t o  have been a f f e c t e d  by t h a t  excitement 
and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they had gone t o  the  f i e l d  and been 
ou t  with t roops  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  But a t  t h e  same 
time, they  d id  no t  l i k e  see ing  a l l  t h e  bodies  and t h e  k i l l i n g .  

Q. What kind of bodies? 

A .  Of course,  I ' v e  gone over i n  my mind many t imes 
s i n c e  t h i s  has begun, and c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  I r e c a l l  
him saying t o  me o r  i n  my presence t h a t  they saw a massacre 
o r  t h a t  they  saw women and c h i l d r e n  l i n e d  up and s h o t .  I 
do remember t h a t  they spoke t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they were 
simply r e p e l l e d ,  bu t  I th ink  t h a t  perhaps they  were voic ing  
an honest  emotional response t o  what they saw, b u t  perhaps 
tempered by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s i n c e  it was t h e i r  f i r s t  a c t i o n ,  
they  d i d n ' t  want t o  sound unmanly, perhaps. Again t h i s  i s  
my imagination. But I f e e l  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  what they  
expressed t o  me was no t  t h a t  they  had seen a f a n t a s t i c  
massacre of women and ch i ld ren .  I t  was t h a t  they  had seen 
a l o t  of k i l l i n g  and w e r e  somewhat depressed by it. But 
I heard no accusa t ion  from them i n  terms o f ,  "We saw t h e  
t roops k i l l i n g  innocent  people ,"  o r  any words t o  that e f f e c t .  
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Q Did they t e l l  you t h a t  they had seen more than 
a few bodies of women and ch i ld ren?  

A. They c e r t a i n l y  had t o l d  me t h a t  they saw a l o t  
of bodies .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  they s a i d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
"We saw many bodies of women and chi ldren ."  

Q - We've t a lked  t o  both ROBERTS and t o  HAEBERLE. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And ROBERTS ind ica ted  t h a t  he was s o  upse t  t h a t  
he cou ldn ' t  poss ib ly  have w r i t t e n  an a r t i c l e  about it. HAE-
BERLE ind ica ted  he w a s  j u s t  s i c k  a l l  over.  It  seems t o  me 
t h a t  i f  they had been debr iefed ,  t h i s  would have come o u t  
t h a t  they had been more than a l i t t l e  b i t  appal led.  

A. Yes, sir. I would'have f e l t  so ,  b u t  perhaps as  
I say ,  they were being hindered by a d e s i r e  t o  no t  sound 
squeamish. I d o n ' t  know. But I understood o r  I thought I 
understood what they had s a i d  and how they s a i d  it. Ap-
paren t ly  one obvious conclusion would be e i t h e r  t h a t  I 
was unrecept ive o r  t h a t  they d i d  n o t  pose it t o  me t h a t  
s t rong ly .  And, of course,  i n  my own mind I can only say 
t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  it was not  put  i n  t h a t  s t r o n g  a message 
t o  m e .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  t h i c k  when it comes t o  r e -
ce iv ing  messages from people i n  t e r m s  of what t h e y ' r e  
saying and i n  terms of how t h e y ' r e  behaving. I ' v e  known 
Jay and Ron f o r  a long t i m e ,  and I j u s t  don ' t t h i n k  t h a t  
they were g iv ing  me a l l  those messages. I f  they f e e l  
t h a t  they  were, then t h e r e ' s  a d i s p a r i t y  between our  
f e e l i n g s .  I mean I ' v e  searched my own mind of any s i g n ,  
and I can remember t h a t  they f e l t  bad, but  nothing i n  
t e r m s  of "We saw people s laughtered"  o r  "We saw l i t t l e  
babies--" 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s i t  down and t a l k  t o  
them i n  depth o r  was t h i s  i n  a pass ing  conversa t ion  o r  
d i d  you ask him t o  put  it i n  wr i t ing?  Did you ask any 
of your f i e l d  teams t o  w r i t e  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
t o  i n d i c a t e  what they saw and what they d id?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We d id  cover t h e  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
br igade  paper ,  and a s  I r e c a l l  w e  s e n t  r e l e a s e s  t o  
d i v i s i o n .  But he re  again t h e r e ' s  a form of an i n f e r i o r i t y  
complex t h a t  you have with your new u n i t .  This tended '  
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t o  make people i n  br igade  puff o u t  t h e i r  c h e s t s  a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  b u t  I had had t h e  experience t h a t  t o  us it was a b i g  
d e a l  t h a t  w e  were i n  Vietnam a t  a l l .  You know, a major 
t h i n g  i n  each i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e .  But it d i d n ' t  t a k e  me long 
t o  f i n d  o u t  over  h e r e  t h a t  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  p r e s s ,  you were 
j u s t  one more b r igade  of many, many b r igades  of  infantrymen 
and t h a t  you w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  doing your job, and t h a t  was 
about a l l  they saw unless ,something unusual happened.

/ 

Q. .Did HAEBERLE t a l k  t o  you about t h e  f i l m  he had 
taken? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he had p i c t u r e s ,  y e s ,  sir.  I re-
member him saying ,  "Well, I ' l l  show you p i c t u r e s , "  b u t  
I d o n ' t  rememb_er him saying  they w e r e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  would 
t u r n  your st6mach. 

Q . How many cameras d i d  he  t ake  wi th  him? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  Ron took two cameras wi th  him, a 
Nikon and a Leica.  , L 

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  know t h a t  he had another  Le ica  
w i t h  him. What about  t h e  Nikon, who d i d  t h a t  belong t o ?  

A.  -That was h i s .  

Q. And what about t h e  p i c t u r e s  ou t  of t h a t  camera? 
Who d i d  they  belong t o ?  

A. The p i c t u r e s  t h a t  he took while  he  was o u t  t h e r e ,  
a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, belong t o  t h e  Army because--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing)  Was t h a t  po l i cy  enunciated i n  
w r i t i n g  someplace? 

A.  I n  terms of r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

Q Y e s .  
/ 

' \ A.  No, sir. T h a t ' s  Army p o l i c y  t o  my knowledge.
I mean I d o n ' t  s t r e t c h  t h a t  t o  p i c tu res - - I  mean h a l f  t h e  

. t r o o p s  i n  Vietnam a r e  c a r r y i n g  cameras and as f a r  a s  I 
has concerned i f  guys wanted t o  t a k e  t h e i r  own p i c t u r e s  
l i k e  co lo red  s l i d e s  o r  something, t h a t ' s  okay. But t h e  

(MOODY ) 10 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-211  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i d e a  was t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was a p i c t u r e  of news va lue ,  then 
t h a t ' s  what you took on black-and-white f i l m  f o r  our use.  
Of course ,  t h a t ' s  Army f i l m  and Army proper ty .  They a l l  
understood t h a t  you d o n ' t  s t o p  and t a k e  your p i c t u r e s  when 
y o u ' r e  supposed t o  be tak ing  Army p i c t u r e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  people,  "No, you c a n ' t  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  foe your own use."  
B u t  t h e  p o i n t  is--

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, i f  h e ' s  on an opera t ion ,  
though, i s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. Oh, yes ,  sir.  

Q I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  a nortarman going o u t  someplace. 
His job i s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  photographer,  Is t h a t  n o t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And d i d  t h a t  make him d i f f e r e n t  t han  o t h e r  
people? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  because h i s  judgment should be much 
p ropor t iona l ly  sharper  i.n determining whether a p i c t u r e  is 
j u s t  h i s ,  you know, personal  p ic ture- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who's it up t o  t o  make t h e  de-
te rminat ion  whether t h e  p i c t u r e  is. of use -to t h e  Army? 
Is it up t o  t h e  individua.1 who t a k e s  t h e  p i c t u r e  o r  
somebody i n  t h e  10-shop?  

A.  . W e l l ,  I l e f t  it up t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I mean 
i n  terms of i f  t h e  man wants t o  t ake  a c o l o r  s l i d e ,  I 
t r u s t e d  t h e s e  people t o  not  t ake  a ,  you know, t a k e  a  
co lored  s l i d e  of c l a s s i f i e d  information o r  anything t h a t  
would be advantageous t o  t h e  enemyo But I d i d n ' t  f e e l  
tha t - -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  have any of t h i s  
f i l m  t h a t  was taken by p r i v a t e  cameras? A s  I would un-
de r s t and  it from a l l  t h e  people I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o ,  i n i t i a l l y  
you d i d n ' t  have many cameras, ha rd ly  any, so  people were 
encouraged t o  use t h e i r  own cameras. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  
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Q Did you e v e r  have any of t h a t  f i l m  tu rned  i n .  
f o r  use  by t h e  b r igade?  

You mean c o l o r  f i l m  t h a t  was taken? 

Q '- No. I s a i d  any f i l m  t h a t  was tzken  on a 
p r i v a t e  camera by one of  your pllotographers t u r n e d  i n t o  
t h e  b r igade  f o r  use  by b r i g a d e  10 shop? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  This  was on a vo lun ta ry  b a s i s .  
People t h a t  had t h e i r  own cameras and were s e r i o u s l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  photography,  i f  they  wanted t o  use  t h e i r  
own camera, t h e n ,  of c c u r s e ,  w e  a l lowed them t o  do t h a t ,  
No one e v e r  o rde red  anybcdy t o  t ake  h i s  camera, And i f  
it were a s i t u a t i o n ,  which d i d  develop a couple  of  t imes ,  
where people  j u s t  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a k e  t h e i r  own equip-
ment, I s a i d  f i n e .  

Q - But would you i n s i s t  on having t h e  f i l m  back? 

A .  Yes, sir. This  i s  t o  m e  n o t  a m a t t e r  of  
g i v i n g  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  o r  something,  i t ' s  a ma2-to-man 
r a t i o n a l  way of ope ra t ing .  I f  a man s a y s ,  "Yes, s i r ,  
I ' m  going t o  take t h e s e  p i c t u r e s , "  and ycu g i v e  him t h e  
f i l m ,  he g i v e s  it back. 

Q Yes, Well ,  no~q, co ios  f i h ~and so on ,  you 
didn'l haye the c a p a b i l i t y  t o  deve lop ,  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  

Q Would you s t i l l  e x p e c t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were 
p i c t u r e s  of m i l i t a r y  v a l u e ,  t hose  would be tu rned  i n ?  

A.  1'11 s a y  t h a t  I never  encouraged anyone t o  
use c o l o r  f i l m  f o r  any s o r t  of  photograph t h a t  would be 
of m i l i t a r y  u s e ,  because t h a t  would be s i l l y .  I mean 
t h a t ' s  s t r i c t l y  a p e r s o n a l  t n i n g .  I would say  t h a t  my 
a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  because t h e  man's du ty  is  of  a photo-
g raphe r ,  t h a t 1s no r ea son  t o  deny tne ran t h e  privi 1-ege 
t h a t  every  o t h e r  s o l d i e r  en joys  of t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  f o r  
h i s  own p e r s o n a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o r  u s e ,  a s  long a s  t hose  
p i c t u r e s  a r e  n o t  used i n  t h e  news media. That  was t h e  
unde'rstanding.  Now any t i m e  a guy goes o u t  and t a k e s  
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p i c t u r e s ,  t ak ing  advantage of h i s  p o s i t i o n  as  an Army 
photographer, and then t u r n s  around and s e l l s  those  t o  
a c i v i l i a n  news media, t h a t ' s  f l a t l y  wrong, and I th ink  
everybody i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  understood t h a t .  

Q When you t a lked  t o  HAEBERLE t h a t  evening, and 
h e  ind ica ted  he had some of t h i s  on f i l m ,  d id  you make any 
arrangements t o  have t h i s  f i l m  processed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I s a i d ,  "Go ahead and develop them, 
and w e ' l l  t a k e  a look a t  t h e  con tac t  sheets.I1 

Q Who developed h i s  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. On t h a t  s p e c i f i c  occasion,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
I t  could have been e i t h e r  Ron intended t o  do h i s  own, 
o r  he might have t r u s t e d  Mike RECKEWEG, o r  we a l l  worked 
i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  dark room. I d i d  some work i n  t h e r e  my-
s e l f .  Again I know t h i s  sounds r a t h e r  s t r ange ,  b u t  t h e  
whole i rony of t h e  mat ter  t o  me is what looks t o  be a 
storm now, I was unaware o f .  

Q Did you see  t h e  black and white p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
were produced? 

A. I saw some of them. 

Q Why d i d n ' t  you s e e  a l l  of them? 

A. Well, h e r e  again I t r u s t e d  these  people to--
t h e s e  were a l l  experienced people. Ron HAEBERLE had 
been shoot ing p i c t u r e s  f o r  a long time. 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  Ron HAEBERLE was on h i s  way home. 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. H e  l e f t  a day o r  so  t h e r e a f t e r .  H e  w a s  back 
i n  H a w a i i  on t h e  23rd. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Well, I had no susp ic ion  of Ron. 
I had no susp ic ion  t h a t  he would even cons ider  sneaking 
p i c t u r e s  away, and I had no f e e l i n g  a t  t h e  time t h a t  
t h e r e  was m a t e r i a l  f o r  a scandal  t h e r e .  So it f rank ly  
d i d n ' t  occur t o  m e  to--
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, wasn 't somebody respons ib le  
f o r  reviewing a l l  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  t h e s e  photographers took? 

A. No, sir.  When you t ake  t h a t  many p i c t u r e s ,  you 
can spend your whole time looking a t  p i c t u r e s  and n o t  be 
doing anything else. 

Q How many p i c t u r e s  are w e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a t  t h a t  t i m e  with s o  
many people q u a l i f i e d  t o  opera te  a  camera. I mean j u s t  
looking a t  p i c t u r e s  a l l  t h e  t ime, you have t o  assume t h a t  
people know t h e i r  own work and know which ones a r e  even 
going t o  be of reasonable value.  I wanted t o  approve any 
p i c t u r e  which w e  produced and t h e  proper number t o  be 
re leased .  But t o  look a t  a l l  t h e  con tac t s  would seem l i k e  
a f r u i t l e s s  th ing .  

Q What was t h e  po l i cy  about what kind of p i c t u r e s  
were t o  be taken wi th in  t h e  br igade? 

A.  Well, we took a l o t  of people g e t t i n g  s t r i p e s  
and b a r s  pinned on. I n  t e r m s  of news va lue ,  i t ' s  n o t  an 
easy t h i n g ,  i t ' s  l i k e  t h e  po l i cy  on maintenance of a jeep. 
I t ' s  n o t  s o  easy t o  p i n  down what has  news va lue  and what 
doesn ' t .  I th ink  w e  a l l  understood t h a t  t h e  human element 
plays a b i g  r o l e  i n  a p i c t u r e ,  which is of i n t e r e s t  t o  
o t h e r  human beings.  I f  you caught some s o r t  of a c t i o n ,  
then t h a t  would be of some value.  The Army p o l i c y  was t h a t  
any p i c t u r e  which was even capable  of being mis in te rp re ted  
was n o t  a p i c t u r e  f o r  r e l e a s e .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  I heard about t h e  second day i n  country when a t  t h a t  
time Major DIONNE t a lked  t o  me. H e  had j u s t ,  I t h i n k ,  been 
through some s o r t  of a problem with--oh, a s  I r e c a l l ,  it 
w a s  t h e  1st Divis ion t h a t  had a problem with a t e l e v i s i o n  
cameraman who had t a lked  some s o l d i e r s  i n t o  s t a g i n g  some 
t h i n g  and then  r e l e a s e d i t  a s  an a c t u a l  f a c t ,  something 
about c u t t i n g  t h e  e a r  o f f  a VC. So t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I 
heard about from Major DIONNE was be c a r e f u l  wi th  p i c t u r e s .  
W e  d o n ' t  want h o t  s t u f f .  

Q W e l l ,  would another  way t o  put  t h i s  be t o  say 
t h a t  you were t ak ing  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  would c r e a t e  a  favorable  
image of t h e  br igade  and i t s  opera t ion?  

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y  .) 
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Now suppose they had p i c t u r e s  of a t r o c i t i e s  
o r  p i c t u r e s  of t h i n g s  being done which were i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  br igade and t h e  d i v i s i o n .  What 
about those? 

A .  Then it would not  be a matter  of r e l e a s e  through 
PI0 channels.  I t  would be a  mat ter  f o r  t h e  JAG t o  determine 
i f  t h i s  would become what it apparent ly  has become i n  t h i s  
case.  

Q Well, t h a t ' s  what I 'm g e t t i n g  a t  now. 

A. S i r ,  what you want t o  know i s  i f  I saw these  
photographs, why d i d n ' t  I come t e l l  somebody. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. I never saw any photograph of an a t r o c i t y  being 
committed i n  t h e  br igade .  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  why I ' m  asking you i f  anybody re -
viewed any of t h e s e  f i lms .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. And I can s e e  now why you want t o  
know. But a t  t h e  time t h e r e  was no formula o r  po l i cy  by 
which every photograph was checked over .  N O ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  
wasn ' t .  And apparent ly  t h i s  produced a s  a r e s u l t  of what 
I assume i s  HAEBERLE's t ak ing  e i t h e r  negat ive  f i l m  o r  pos-
i t i v e  p r i n t s  o u t  of t h e  country wi thout  checking with any-
body, and t ak ing  what apparent ly was of t h e  most yellow-
press  news value.  

Q .  Well, w e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t  i n  a l i t t l e  while.  
But t h e  f a c t  s t i l l  remains t ,hat  t h e r e  w e r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  
on t h e  black-and-whites which were a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  PI0 
shop, and I ' m  asking why those  weren ' t  looked a t .  

A. Yes, sir. Again t h e  reason they  were n o t  looked 
a t  w a s  because t h e r e  was no f i rm po l i cy  of looking a t  every 
p i c t u r e .  

Q W e l l ,  a l l  t h e  people t h a t  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o ,  I ' v e  
never gained t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  P I 0  shop w a s  r e a l l y  
overworked t o  t h e  po in t  where we c o u l d n ' t  have somebody 
looking a t  p i c t u r e s  and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r .  A s  a 
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matter  of f a c t ,  a s  I would r e c a l l  it, the  PI0 shop was w e l l  
overs t rength  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  and everybody was p r e t t y  much 
an easy go. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would say t h a t ' s  n o t  an u n f a i r  
s ta tement .  There were a l o t  of people i n  t h e r e  and n o t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  cover i n  terms of what was going on. And 
I would say t h a t  had I f e l t  t h a t  t o  be an important  f a c t o r ,  
I could have had somebody poring over  each photograph. But 
even then I would have been i n  a p o s i t i o n  of p u t t i n g  someone 
probably less q u a l i f i e d  t o  eva lua te  t h e  photographs than the  
people t h a t  s h o t  them. 

Q. W e l l ,  this g e t s  debatable ,  b u t  I th ink  i n  almost 
a ma t t e r  of 10 minutes a day you could have looked over a l l  
the photos t h a t  you had i n  each day. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  h e re  again I have t o  reemphasize 
t h a t  I never thought of myself i n  terms of a d e t e c t i v e ,  and 
I wasn ' t  aware of t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of a t r o c i t i e s .  I d i d n ' t  
look a t  my p i c t u r e s  with t h a t  view i n  mind. I was concerned 
wi th  news va lue  and p u b l i c  information a s p e c t s ,  s o  I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  I was going t o  look a t  a p i c t u r e  and say ,  "Wow, 
t h a t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e ,  'I without  t h e  photographer having 
some i d e a  t h a t  he had taken a  good p i c t u r e .  

Q Now t h i s  PI0 shop, f r ank ly ,  has j u s t  go t  a handful 
of people. When you g e t  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  everybody, 
o f f i c e r s ,  noncoms, and even the  p r i v a t e s ,  tend t o  l i v e  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  together .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Were you aware, f o r  example, t h a t  HAEBERLE had 
q u i t e  a s i z a b l e  s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  he was p u t t i n g  to-
ge ther?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* , Did you ever  s e e  any s l i d e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  We s h o t  f i lm toge the r  i n  Hawaii. 

Q. I'm t a l k i n g  about i n  South Vietnam. 
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A. Yes, sir.  I had seen some. 

Q While you were with these  fel lows and l i v i n g  t h i s  
c l o s e  now, and ROBERTS i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s tayed on af te rwards  
and a l l  t h e  d i scuss ion  was going on t h e r e ,  d i d  you hear  any-
t h i n g  about any k i l l i n g  of any women and ch i ld ren  out  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

A .  No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I do r e c a l l  
t h a t  Jay  made mention of t h a t  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he 
was n o t  t e r r i b l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  being i n  con tac t  again.  But 
I took t h a t  i n  much t h e  same vein  t h a t  I took t h e  f i r s t  ac-
count,  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  h e ' d  been o u t  and he 'd  done it and 
t h a t  was enough t h a t  he d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e r i v e  enjoyment 
from see ing  people k i l l e d  and j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much 
d e s i r e  t o  do t h a t  aga in ,  which I found a p e r f e c t l y  under-
s tandable  a t t i t u d e .  But he re  again t h e r e  was no d e t e c t a b l e  
note  of d i s t r e s s  about a massacre, o r  a  butchery,  o r  what-
ever  you want t o  c a l l  it. 

I th ink  t h e r e  may be one p o s s i b l e  a r e a ,  grey 
a r e a ,  h e r e  i n  our  d iscuss ion .  I ' v e  not iced  you mentioned 
two o r  t h r e e  t imes now how c l o s e l y  we l i v e d  toge the r .  This 
was a t  one t ime a p o i n t  of content ion  with myself and Lieu-
t e n a n t  REHM and Lieutenant  DUNN who had never served ,  who 
came d i r e c t l y  through OCS,  through DINFOS, and t o  t h e  in-
formation shop. They d i d  tend t o  become q u i t e  c l o s e  wi th  
t h e  e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I t  was Lieutenant  REHM 
who gr iped ,  I thought ,  beyond t h e  p o i n t  of  reasonable  
complaint and was j u s t  moping around t h e  o f f i c e  cu r s ing  
t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t  and t h i s  kind of th ing .  I had 
t o  t a k e  him o u t s i d e  and t e l l  him t h a t  he had c e r t a i n  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and t h a t  it was t h e  easy way t o  r e l a x  
and cons ider  a l l  t h e  boys i n  t h e  shop p a l s  and s t u f f ,  
b u t  t h a t  even tua l ly  would cause f a r  more problems than  
a i d .  And t h i s  tendency continued on and I t r i e d  t o  keep 
reminding him t h a t  t h a t ' s  c r e a t i n g  problems when t h e  en-
l i s t e d  man begins  t o  f e e l  t h a t  they can ask you f o r  a 
favor  because you ' r e  a p a l  r a t h e r  than  a super io r .  I 
would imagine t h a t  t h a t  impression of t h i s  c l o s e  l i v i n g  
and a l l  of us  being j o l l y  p a l s  is  no t  a s  t r u e  i n  a l l  
r e s p e c t s  a s  you might have been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e .  I f e l t  
t h a t  I g o t  along w e l l .  W e  had our problems, and I do 
f e e l  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  f r i e n d s ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I went 
t o  t h e  extremes t h a t  Carol REHM went t o  i n  terms of dr ink-
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ing  wi th  t h e  guys and genera l ly  lowering a l l  t h e  b a r r i e r s .  

Q Well, I ' m  not  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I d o n ' t  
want you t o  g e t  misled by what I ' v e  s a i d ,  because I ' v e  been 
around t h i s  Army f o r  a long t ime, too,  you know, and I ' v e  
seen I0 s e c t i o n s  func t ion ,  and I ' v e  seen l i t t l e  s i g n a l  out-
f i t s  on t h e  h i l l ,  and I ' v e  seen advisory detachments of 
4 ,  5 ,  10 people and so  f o r t h ,  and I would maintain 
t h a t  an o f f i c e r  can be an o f f i c e r  and s t i l l  be a f r i e n d .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would, too .  

Q - And maintain h i s  d i g n i t y  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and 
i n s i s t  on th ings  being done t h e  way they  should be i n  a so l -
d i e r l y  manner. 

A. Yes, sir,  I would, too,  and I th ink  you would 
a l s o  agree t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s  beyond which 
f r i e n d s h i p  goes t h a t  it becomes very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h a t  
o f f i c e r  t o  i n s i s t  on c e r t a i n  th ings .  I t ' s  a mat ter  of 
s t y l e ,  s i r ,  and how one goes about t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I don' t 
t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any disagreement,  between my viewpoint and 
yours ,  b u t  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say is  t h a t  I would n o t  neces-
s a r i l y  have been p r ivy  t o  a l l  b u l l  se s s ions  t h a t  may have 
been conducted i n  t h e  o f f  i c e  and i n  t h e  EM'S q u a r t e r s  .and 
t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q NO, b u t  I wonder whether o r  no t  t h e s e  men were 
c l o s e  enough t o  you t h a t  they  could come t o  you and they 
could t a l k  t o  you and they could conf ide  i n  you and t e l l  
you what they saw, because these  men had been through a 
horrendous occasion. 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q A t  least t h e  impression t h a t  I g e t  is t h a t  these  
men came b.ack and were q u i t e  shaken by what they had seen.  
This i s  n o t  t o  say t h e r e  w e r e  no t  some personal  motives 
and s o  f o r t h  involved. I ' m  no t  f o r  one minute p u t t i n g  t h a t  
a s ide .  But t h e  f a c t  is  t h a t  they d i d  no t  come i n  and t e l l  
you what they had seen.  

A. The ques t ion  i n  your mind is  why. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f ind  
out--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N a t u r a l l y ,  i f  I had f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  f a u l t  was mine, I would have changed it. I guess you 
never r e a l l y  know what anybody t h i n k s  of you. But I know 
how t h e s e  guys f e e l  about m e  now. I ' v e  enjoyed working 
wi th  a l l  of them. And aga in  I p o i n t  o u t  I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  going t o  t e l l  you t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have our  h a s s l e s ,  b u t  
I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is a change of a t t i t u d e  
a f t e r  l eav ing  Vietnam. I ' v e  experienced t h i s  myself.  And 
it becomes d i f f i c u l t  t o  s o r t  of t r anspose  your mind t o  
t h a t  same viewpoint.  When you l i v e  where every th ing  you 
t a l k  about a l l  day long i s  combat, then  somehow you g e t  back 
h e r e  and begin t o  t a k e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  f o r  g ran ted .  An 
a t r o c i t y  becomes more a t r o c i o u s .  J u s t  t h ink ing  i n  t e r m s  
of t h e  r e f l e x  a c t i o n  of  p u l l i n g  a t r i g g e r  i s  taken f o r  
gran ted  i n  Vietnam. When you t h i n k  somebody's about t o  
shoot  you and something moves, you f i r e .  But t o  t a l k  
about t h a t  h e r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  when you ' r e  n o t  
worr ied about someone shoot ing  you, it becomes a very f o r -
e ign  concept ,  and it t a k e s  an e f f o r t  f o r  m e  now t o  go 
back t o  t h a t  kind of th inking .  I t h i n k  t h a t  over  t h i s  
pe r iod  of t i m e  t h a t  e l apsed ,  perhaps J a n  and Ron's h o r r o r  
grew, and I t h i n k  perhaps i t ' s  only  normal and human t h a t  
they  f e e l  a g r e a t  d e a l  more f e a r  and h o r r o r  i n  what they  
saw than  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you could make t h a t  assumption, 
b u t  I would say  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  people  
who w e r e  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  w e r e  i n  a comparable p o s i t i o n  des-
a s s o c i a t e d  from t h e  u n i t ,  t h a t  w e r e  j u s t  j o l l y  w e l l  
happy t o  leave--because they  c o u l d n ' t  stomach it. 

MR MACCRATE: What was your r e l a t i o n  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 
M r .  MOODY? 

A. W e l l ,  he  had been commander of t h e  b r igade  and 
then  deputy commander of t h e  b r igade ,  resumed a s  t h e  com-
mander of t h e  b r igade  on 15 March, and I had worked f o r  
him. I worked f o r  him i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  whole t i m e  I was i n  
t h e  b r igade  headquar te rs  back i n  Hawaii i n  December 1967. 
A s  deputy commander and commander I had occas ion  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  him wi th  some frequency. 

Q Was he  a p r e t t y  a u s t e r e  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a f a i r  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

(MOODY) 19 APP T-211 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Do you t h i n k  you communicated a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
t h i s  t o  your shop when you w e r e  d e a l i n g  with  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t r i e d  t o .  I wanted them t o  under-
s t a n d  t h a t  he was a no-funny-business man. 

Q. You t h i n k  t h i s  played a p a r t  i n  your communica-
t i o n  wi th  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS about  t h i s  t i m e  w e  ' ve  been 
t a l k i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  t h e s e  a r e  p r e t t y  t i g h t l y  in -
t e r r e l a t e d ,  and i f  t h e r e  was a communication gap as General  
PEERS was t a l k i n g  about between myself and t h e s e  men, I 
t h i n k  it might have had a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do wi th  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was i n  a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  shop where I ,  by d e f a u l t  
a lmost ,  had t o  suppor t  t h e  commander of  t h e  b r igade  by 
v i r t u e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L ieu tenan t  DUNN and L ieu tenan t  
REHM w e r e  almost never i n c l i n e d  t o  do so .  So I suppose 
I became t h e  d e v i l ' s  d i s c i p l e  i n  t h e i r  eyes .  Sometimes 
I know I d i d .  And w e  w e r e  o rdered  t o  do t h i n g s ,  and w e  d i d  
them, and a l o t  of people  i n  t h e  shop d i s l i k e d  it. A fre-
quent  r e c u r r i n g  t h i n g  i n  t h e  shop was t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  
are t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  bus iness ,  and no-
body should t e l l  us  what t o  do because w e  know how t o  do 
t h i s  b e t t e r  than anybody else. I t r i e d  t o  coun te r  t h i s  
w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no ma t t e r  how p r o f e s s i o n a l  you a r e  you 
always work f o r  somebody. And whoever you ' r e  working f o r  
te l ls  you what t o  do. 

Q Do you t h i n k  you tended t o  pooh-pooh them when 
they  came i n  wi th  t h e i r  s t o r y  a f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I would respond i n  such a way a s  t o  embarrass them o r  
say ,  "No ,  i t ' s  no t  t h a t  b i g  a d e a l . "  

Q E s s e n t i a l l y  t a l k  them o u t  of what they w e r e  
say ing  they  had seen.  

A. NO, sir.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a r e l e a s e  ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t '  
M-58) that b e a r s  t h e  b y l i n e  of S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  Jay  A -
ROBERTS and ask you i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of pre-
p a r a t i o n  of  t h a t  r e l e a s e .  
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A. (Examining t h e  r e l e a s e )  What was it you wanted, 
s i r ?  I f - I ' d  ever seen it before? 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  
of t h a t  r e l e a s e ?  

A. NO,  sir .  
I 

Q Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of under what circumstances 
it was w r i t t e n ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS a t  t h e  
time? The f a c t  t h a t  he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, a s  I ' v e  s a i d ,  the  a t t i t u d e  
a s  I descr ibed  it when they came back and, of course ,  t h i s  
was w r i t t e n  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  But i n  terms of a c t u a l l y  
being t h e r e  a t  t h e  time o r  working with him on t h e  wr i t ing  
of it o r ,  i n  o t h e r  words, d i r e c t  knowledge of t h e  a c t u a l  
a c t  of w r i t i n g  it, no, sir. 

Q Well, t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t o  us has  been t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  w r i t e  t h i s .  

A. Who d id?  

Q And t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  b r ing  himself t o  w r i t e  a 
s t o r y  about t h i s  and Lieutenant  DUNN r e a l l y  pu t  t h i s  down 
on paper.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h a t  one wayc 
o r  t h e  o the r?  

A. No, sir.  Did anyone happen t o  say why ROBERTS' 
name was pu t  on t h e r e ?  

Q Well, he was t h e  man on t h e  opera t ion .  

A. And s o  f o r  c r e d i b i l i t y  reasons DUNN wrote i t ,  
and they  used ROBERTS' name.' No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  a new one 
on me. 

Q You never were aware of anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. For t h e  sake of t h e  record ,  I th ink  we b e t t e r  
mark t h e  document. 
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(The document, a 11th In fan t ry  Brigade information 
o f f i c e  news r e l e a s e ,  number 113-68-75, purportedly w r i t t e n  
b,y SP5 Jay  A. ROBERTS, w a s  received and admitted i n t o  evi-  
dence a s  Exh ib i t  M-58.) 

10: I th ink  it might be s a i d  t h e r e  t h a t  it wasn ' t  j u s t  
DUNN w r i t i n g  it b u t  ROBERTS was i n  such a cond i t ion  t h a t  he 
c o u l d n ' t  w r i t e  it, and by c o l l a b o r a t i n g ,  wi th  ROBERTS pro-
vid ing  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  was p u t  toge the r .  

A .  Y e s ,  s'ir. There was a g r e a t  d e a l  of p ro fess iona l  
p r i d e  o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it i n  a l l  I0 shops i n  
Vietnam. We complained b i t t e r l y  f o r  long pe r iods ,  because 
on a l l  t h e  r e l e a s e s  t h e  names were removed a t  d i v i s i o n .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  tended t o  be p r e t t y  bad about 
using s t o r i e s  t h a t  you wrote word f o r  word without  g iv ing  a  
man a  byl ine .  And t h i s  is  something t h a t  10's were s t i l l  
complaining about when I l e f t  Vietnam a  year  ago. So I f i n d  
it a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  These people who 
w e r e  w r i t e r s  i n  t h a t  shop--I f i n d  it a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  be l i eve  t h a t  e i t h e r  Jay  would want h i s  name p u t  on some-
t h i n g  t h a t  he d id  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  w r i t e  o r  t h a t  A r t  DUNN would 
be  i n c l i n e d  t o  w r i t e  it. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know, I guess i f  Jay 
wanted it, then Art  would probably go along with it. He was 
c e r t a i n l y  a generous fel low.  

Q. This  i s  Exh ib i t  M-23, which i s  The America1 N e w s  
Sheet of March 17, 1968. You w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  
opera t ion  on t h e  preceding day appears t h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  
page. How would t h a t  news i tem g e t  from br igade  a t  Duc Pho 
t o  d i v i s i o n  a t  Americal? 

A. Cour ier ,  s i r .  W e  had a  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  went up 
normally twice d a i l y  a s  I r e c a l l .  And we prepared our  re -  
l e a s e s  and pu t  them i n  b i g  mani l la  envelopes and marked them 
f o r  t h e  I0 shop. They had t o  be--each r e l e a s e  had t o  be i n  
s o  many copies  and p i c t u r e s  t h e  same way. A c e r t a i n  num-
b e r  of copies  because one had t o  go t o  111 MAF and d i v i s i o n  
kept  one and we go t  one back and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  This 
would have been s e n t  up by c o u r i e r .  

Q. So they weren ' t  telephoned up? 

A. Oh, yes ,  s ir .  Each n i g h t  we t a lked  by te lephone 
and t o l d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I0 shop genera l ly  what we heard from 
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our  evening b r i e f i n g .  A t  t h i s  time d i v i s i o n  would handle 
t h e  c l e a r i n g  of it through MACV channels and USARV. And 
once they approved it it w a s  r e l eased  t o  t h e  p ress  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  i n  Saigon. 

I 0  : I have here  a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  s e t s  of f i lm.  I ' l l  
show you t h e  f i r s t  set here  and ask you t o  go through those  
very r a p i d l y  due t o  your t i m e  problem and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Is it important t o  keep t h e s e  i n  
o r d e r ,  s i r ?  

(I0 provides wi tness  with photographs, Exh ib i t  
P-2 t h r u  P-42, P-26C t h r u  P-42C, and P-56 t h r u  70.)  

Q. Y e s .  And what I want you t o  do i s  look f o r  pic-
t u r e s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you would cons ider  t o  be p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
should be c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of o t h e r s .  

A. I see. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir, are you t a l k i n g  about 
news value or--

Q. No, I ' m  not  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g
about p i c t u r e s  t h a t  may be p i c t u r e s  of a t r o c i t i e s  o r  vio-
l a t i o n  of r e g u l a t i o n  and th ings  of  t h a t  category.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

( I n d i c a t i n g  ~ x h i b i tP-18.) 

The reason I ' m  looking a t  t h i s  one, sir,  i s  t h a t  
it looks a g r e a t  d e a l  l i k e  a l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  I know who was 
no t  i n  t h a t  u n i t .  

Q I ' m  s u r e  you know t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  f e l l o w ' s  name, sir ,  do you have 
i t ?  

Q. You know what he was assigned to?  

A. He was a problem boy, s i r ,  of t h e  b r igade ,  i f  i t ' s  
t h e  one I ' m  th ink ing  about.  H e ' s  t h e  man who was responsi-
b l e  f o r  a man's l e g  being i n j u r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  
i n  Vietnam and was s h u t t l e d  around a l i t t l e  b i t .  And a s  I 
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r e c a l l  he f i n a l l y  wound up i n  B-52, Specia l  Forces.  But 
maybe I ' v e  go t  t h e  wrong man. T h a t ' s  n o t  CALLEY, is  i t ?  

Q No. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  man's name? 

A.  I can remember h i s  f ace  and h i s  voice  and t h a t  he 
was from New York, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name r i g h t  o f f  
hand. 

Q That is  i n  P-18. 

A .  I would--were t h e s e  taken--

10: ( In te rpos ing)  These a r e  a l l  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  
taken on t h i s  day t h a t  we 're  showing. 

A .  I Y e s ,  sir. I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I'm probably mistaken 
because I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he  wasn ' t  t h e r e .  W e l l ,  my memory 
must be r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  s t r a n g e ,  because t h a t  s u r e  looks l i k e  
E a r l  MICHLES ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  P-23). 

Q That i s  Captain MICHLES. 

A .  I understood t h a t  t h e s e  were Char l i e  Company, sir.  

Q .  No, I s a i d  they  were taken i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker opera t ion  t h a t  day. 

A .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I misunderstood you. 

MR MACCRATE: Both Char l i e  Company and Bravo Company were 
i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I had t h e  impression 
t h a t  we were p r imar i ly  concerned with a p a r t i c u l a r  p la toon 
and a p a r t i c u l a r  company. I guess t h a t ' s  the news media 
e f f e c t .  W e l l ,  I--from Major DIONNE,  s i r ,  anything t h a t ' s  
being burned down i s  kind of i n  a grey a rea .  I wouldn't  
have looked a t  any of those  and s a i d ,  "Well, t h i s  is  an 
a t r o c i t y  because--" 

10: ( In te rpos ing)  Would you no t  look a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  P-16)? Look a t  t h i s  man being burned. 
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Would you look at this and knowing the regulations and the 
policy of the division'against burning--

A. Yes, sir, well--

Q. With a man--what's he doing (indicating Exhibit 
P-14)? 

A. He's burning down the house. 

Q. You're the I0 for the brigade commander, be it 
General LIPSCOMB or be it Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Yes, sir, that's true. 

Q Would things like this not be called to his atten-
tion? I can show you some more. Here's more pictures of 
burning. Here's 69 (Exhibit P-69) for example, setting a 
house on fire. Here's 68 (Exhibit P-68) which is basically 
the same thing. 

A. Yes, sir. I think that the burning of structures, 
if it's determined that they are used by the VC, it was corn-
mon knowledge there all through I Corps. This one picture 
with the bodies in it, there would be a question of why did 
that happen, if this were done by heavy artillery fire and 
not a matter of somebody arranging it. And this again, here 
we are with this retrospect thing. Apparently from the tes-
timony you've heard you have reason to believe that this was 
all set up and done very deliberately. Then it's atrocious. 
There's no other word for it. 

Q All I'm getting back to really is the review of 
the film, to find out if we've got anything like this. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q (Indicating an unidentified photograph) And then 
if you'd seen a picture such as that--

A. (Interposing) his one, yes, sir. 

Q. It would be a simple matter of finding out the 
circumstances. 
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A. This  one would cause m e  t h a t  measure of  concern.  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  say ,  yes ,  had I seen t h e s e  I would 
have been t e r r i b l y  e x c i t e d  about them. But I have t o  t e l l  
you, s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  was a  common occurrence i n  Vietnam a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  Many uni t s - -  

Q. ( In t e rpos ing)  A r e  you s u r e  what you ' r e  saying? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  guarantee  it, s i r ,  b u t  I mean I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  m e  
what t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and t h e  b r igade  
w a s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  burning houses. You're i n  t h i s  b r igade  
now, and you ' r e  i n  t h e  America1 ~ T v i s i o n .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And you ' r e  one of  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  
and I would l i k e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  you t o  t e l l  m e  what t h e  
po l i cy  was. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  reading  a s p e c i f i c  p o l i c y  on 
it, sir, o r  being informed i n  an o f f i c i a l  manner of what t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander's p o l i c y  was. I would say  t h a t  my under- 
s t and ing  would have been t h a t  you d i d  n o t  burn v i l l a g e s  
j u s t  t o  be burning v i l l a g e s .  I f  t h i s  i s  a c a s e  of  where t h e  
people a r e  be ing  moved o u t  a n d t l y o u  know, t h a t  t h e s e  s t r u c t -
u r e s  could on ly  be used by t h e  VC, t hen  t h e y ' r e  des t royed .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  why you'd have t o  g e t  down t o  t h e  
c i rcumstances .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And our  people would not  move people  o u t .  That 
is  a job of t h e  ARVN. That was pu t  o u t  by d i v i s i o n  and 
made very clear by d i v i s i o n .  The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander which has  been w e l l  c i t e d  by many, many people  
i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  no houses burned down wi thout  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  approval  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r ,  i n  h i s  
absence,  an a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander. And t h e  r equ i re -  
ment w a s  t o  s t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e  and g e t  on t h e  horn and g e t  
approval  b e f o r e  you do it. 
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A. That  sounds very  good, s i r .  A l l  I can say i s  
t h a t  I never  hea rd  of t h a t  be fo re .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t .  Now I have h e r e  ano the r  se t  of p ic-
t u r e s .  Would you c i t e  t hose  numbers of t hose  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. 1 4 ,  15 ,  and 25.  

Q P i c t u r e  number 16 ( E x h i b i t  P-16) ,  l e t  t h e  r eco rd  
show t h a t  M r .  MOODY would have d e f i n i t e l y  checked on p i c t u r e  
number 16 which shows a burn ing  house wi th  a l s o  a couple of 
bodies  and m a t e r i a l  on t o p  of one body which i s  i n  f lames.  
The o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  which i n d i c a t e  burn ing  of b u i l d i n g s  neces-
s a r i l y  would n o t  have a t t r a c t e d  undue a t t e n t i o n .  Is t h a t  
a c o r r e c t  s t a t emen t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I have h e r e  now t h e  co lo red  photos ( E x h i b i t  P-26C 
t h r u  P-42C) which were s l i d e s  taken by HAEBERLE. That  p a r t i -
c u l a r  photo i n c i d e n t l y ,  we unders tand t h a t ' s  t h e  only  photo 
i n  t h a t  group t h a t  does n o t  belong t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an un-
i d e n t i f i e d  e x h i b i t ) .  Some way o r  ano the r  t h a t  has  c r e p t  
i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  and w e  unders tand t h a t  it does n o t  belong 
t h e r e .  Nobody knows f o r  s u r e  where it i s ,  even M r .  HAEBERLE. 

A. Tha t  would a t t r a c t  my a t t e n t i o n  because i t ' s  an 
obvious s e t u p  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-30C). I ' m  having t r o u b l e  
be ing  complete ly  hones t ,  s ir .  I t ' s  g e t t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f -
f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  look a t  t h e s e  by v i r t u e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  by 
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I ' m  be ing  asked,  my op in ion  of what may have 
happened t h a t  day i s  changing.  I have t o  say t h a t  i t ' s  ge t -
t i n g  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  look a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  w i th  
what I ' v e  hea rd  today and be a b l e  t o ,  you know, s o l i d l y  say--
i t ' s  j u s t  now t h a t  I ' m  beg inn ing  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  t h r e e  
c i v i l i a n s  and t h e r e ' s  oxen back h e r e  t h a t  looks  l i k e  some-
body w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  t h e i r  work and k i l l e d  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
E x h i b i t  P-31C) . So--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  r i g h t .  Well ,  go ahead. J u s t  
f l i p  them o v e r ,  you have some more t h e r e .  

A. I t h i n k  I should  say  t h a t  t h a t  would c a l l  my a t -
t e n t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-33C). This  i s  i n  t h e  same--
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Q .  Same con tex t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  same p i c t u r e  you j u s t  
saw (Exh ib i t  P-16) taken from a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  angle.  

A.  Maybe i t ' s  co lo r ,  I d o n ' t  know, t h i s  begins t o  
look more l i k e  it was s e t  up t h a t  way. 

Q That i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  of a dead man i n  a  we l l  (Exhib i t  
P-37C). Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken--is t h a t  t h e  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  women? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken ( i n d i c a t i n g
Exhibi t  P-40C) they were a l l  l ay ing  on t h e  ground dead. Now 
I can ask you t h e  ques t ion ,  two,ques t ions :  one, why i s  it 
t h a t  we  f i n d  so  l i t t l e  on t h e  black and white  and so  much on 
t h e  co lo r?  

A. I th ink  t h e  reason i s  p r e t t y  obvious, sir.  I 
mean i t ' s  d e l i b e r a t e ,  no ques t ion  of t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  And t h e  second: t ry0 i nd iv idua l s  had 
been ou t ,  and they were r i g h t  together  a l l  day long. And 
t h i s  is  n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  th ings  
t h a t  could be s a i d ,  b u t  I th ink  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  
f a i r l y  we l l .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  With what I ' v e  t o l d  you now, wi th  t h i s  background 
of what w e  know, and what you know r i g h t  now, can you g ive  me 
any p l a u s i b l e  reason why t h e s e  ind iv idua l s  d i d  not  t e l l  you 
what they  saw? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You can see  t h a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  a l l  f i t  i n t o  se-
quence. I can shew you t h i s  s e t  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s ir .  

Q There a r e  two o r  t h r e e  black-and-whites and then 
you may g e t  a c o l o r  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  a l l  f i t  very nea r ly  
toge the r .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I wish I d i d ,  I--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Could i t  have been t h a t  t h e s e  in -
d i v i d u a l s  were s o  appa l l ed  t h a t  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ?  O r  
cou ld  i t  have been t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  r e a l l y  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
t h e y ' d  been o u t  t h a t  t h e y ' d  been t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
way t h i n g s  r a n  a l l  t h e  time? 

A. I won ' t  say t h a t  t h a t ' s  imposs ib le ,  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  
seem l i k e l y  t o  m e .  I can s e e  t h e  obvious p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e -
t a t i o n ,  s i r ,  and I h a t e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h o s e  guys could pos-
s i b l y - - I  j u s t  d o n ' t  know how t o  respond,  s ir .  Frankly i t ' s  
dis ,gust ing.  enaugh t o  m e  t h a t  the'se people--if a person had 
pure  g reed  as a mot ive ,  he would have done very w e l l  w i t h  
t h e s e ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  have thought  t h a t  of Ron HAEBERLE. 
W e l l ,  I know of no o t h e r  reason  f o r  t a k i n g  a s e r i e s  of p i c -
t u r e s  l i k e  t h i s ,  sir.  I mean i f  t h e  man is  shocked and ap-
p a l l e d ,  t h e n  it seems l i k e  a p r e t t y  c a l l o u s  t h i n g  t o  be doing.  
And i f  h e ' s  shocked and appalled--

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make s u r e  I 'm n o t  over-
s t a t i n g  t h i s  case. Am I o v e r s t a t i n g  t h i s ,  M r .  MACCRATE--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. 

10: From what you can g a t h e r  from t h e  prev ious  tes t i -
mony, as f a r  a s  the c o n d i t i o n  of ROBERTS and HAEBERLE when 
they had r e t u r n e d  from LZ D o t t i e  t o  Bronco? 

A. W e l l  t hose  two f a c t s  d o n ' t  j i b e  t o  m e ,  sir.  

Q W e  know t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE had a l a r g e  photo co l -
l e c t i o n ,  s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. T h a t ' s  no th ing  t o  p u t  i n  a s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r .  
To me any man who knows photography and t a k e s  p i c t u r e s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  I mean he knows what h e ' s  doing.  You d o n ' t  t a k e  those  
a c c i d e n t l y .  

Q- Could he have been t a k i n g  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t o  show 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  war? 

A. I t h i n k  he may w e l l  have been doing t h a t ,  s i r ,  
b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind i s  who he wanted t o  show them 
t o .  I mean t h e r e ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e  t o  m e .  The shock va lue  
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i n  a p i c t u r e  l i k e  t h a t  is  imposs ib le  t o  gauge. And a man 
who t a k e s  t h a t  p i c t u r e  ( E x h i b i t  42C) - - i t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  
a s c r i b e  t h e  a l t r u i s t i c  motive o f ,  " I 'm going t o  show people  
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  war." T h a t ' s  what I would d e s c r i b e  as,  
t h e  o l d  yel low p r e s s .  Those p i c t u r e s  a r e  worth a l o t  of 
money. 

Q - L e t  m e  a sk  a couple  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  While you 
w e r e  t h e r e ,  you'd i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t  heard o f  any 
rumors o r  any th ing  else t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  k i l l e d  t h i s  day,  maybe unneces sa r i l y  so? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
going on i n  t h e  b r igade  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  which may have oc-
c u r r e d  a t  My L a i  o r  Son My on t h e  16 th .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  was 
conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever h e a r  of t h e  GVN o r  t h e  ARVN looking
i n t o  i t ?  

A. You mean wh i l e  I w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  u n i t ?  No, sir.  

Q W e l l ,  you 've  been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  M r .  MOODY, 
and w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n .  I f  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
you do remember anyth ing  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  concerning t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  and whether you heard anyth ing  o r  n o t ,  I ' d  appre-
c i a t e  ve ry  much you g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  me. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  So w e  can make t h i s  a m a t t e r  o f  r eco rd  f o r  o u r  
in format ion  and i n p u t  i n t o  ou r  r e p o r t .  Also i f  you can  t h i n k  
of  any p i c t u r e s ,  o r  memoranda, o r  a e r i a l  photos ,  o r  any th ing  
m a t e r i a l  t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us t h a t  you have o r  
you know o f ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  about t h a t .  
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e -
ment i n t o  t h e  record .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I ' l l  t h i n k  of s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  on t h e  way 
home, s ir ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any th ing .  

(The fo l lowing  documents w e r e  r ece ived  i n t o  
ev idence  and marked as e x h i b i t s  a s  fo l lows:  E x h i b i t  M-59, a 
copy of Volume 1, Number 11, of t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
T r i d e n t ,  d a t e d  19 A p r i l  1968; E x h i b i t  M-60, a copy of  Volume 
1, Number 333, o f  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  News Shee t ,  da t ed  
18 March 1968; E x h i b i t  M-61, MACV O f f i c e  of  Informat ion 
News  Release  76-68, da t ed  16 March 1968; Exh ib i t  M-62, an 
e x t r a c t  from Volume 1, Number 4 ,  of  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  
Southern Cross ,  d a t e d  1 August 1968; E x h i b i t  M-64, a copy 
of  Volume 1, Number 334, of  the Americal D iv i s ion  N e w s  Shee t ,  
d a t e d  19 March 1968; and E x h i b i t  M-65, a copy of Volume 1, 
Number 335, of t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  News Shee t ,  da t ed  20 
March 1968.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1625 hour s ,  23 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PITTMAN, John L. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Provos t  Marshal ,  
11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE HANDLING OF PRISONERS OF WAR 
AND DETAINEES. 

a .  General ly .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  infantrymen were ex-
t e n s i v e l y  t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii on t h e  handl ing  of  p r i s o n e r s  
o f  war (pg. 3 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  they were t r a i n e d  i n  accordance 
wi th  t h e  Geneva Conventions, b u t  were n o t  e x t e n s i v e l y  
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  methods of  r e p o r t i n g  suspec ted  war crimes 
(pg- 11) 

b .  M i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  t r a i n i n g .  

The m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  proper  
channels  f o r  evacua t ion  and r e l e a s i n g  o f  d e t a i n e e s  (pg.12) .  
H e  admi t ted  t h a t  h i s  men r ece ived  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  about 
r e p o r t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  under t h e  MACV and USARV r e g u l a t i o n s  
whi le  they  were i n  Hawaii (pg. 1 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  men were s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n s t r u c t e d  about  
w a r  cr imes (pg. 12)  . 
2 .  THE HANDLING OF PRISONERS I N  THE 1 1 t h  BRIGADE. 

a .  Standard o p e r a t i n g  procedures .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  SOP f o r  t h e  handl ing  
o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war was never  completely f i n a l i z e d ,  a l though 
it had been d r a f t e d  and was u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f  t h e  
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supporting military police (pgs. 7 ,  20, 21). The SOP was not 
published, since the drafters wanted to completely check 
it against the MACV and USARV regulations (pgs. 19, 20). 
The witness stated that he did not borrow the SOP from any 
existing brigade (pg. 20). He averred that the provost mar- 
shal of the America1 told him that division did not have the 
MACV and USARV directives (pg. 20). The witness asserted 
that in spite of the lack of a published SOP or printed re- 
gulation, his men were thoroughly trained in the handling of 
prisoners of war and of detainees (pg. 3). 

b. Responsibilities and duties. 


Attached to the llth Brigade was a platoon of military 

police, about 60 to 70 men. his was an overstrength platoon 

(pg. 2). One squad of these military police had the re- 

sponsibility of interrogating prisoners (pg. 8). The witness 

stated that he had formally briefed his men on their duty 

to report war crimes violations from time to time during 

their equipment checks prior to their going on duty (pgs. 

13, 14). The witness did not believe that the source of his 

information about how to report war crimes was the MACV 

Directive 20-4, but he stated that he did instruct them in 

the gist of that directive (pg. 14). He did this even in 

Hawaii (pg. 14). The witness admitted that he gave no formal 

classes to his unit on the handling of prisoners, but he 

did speak to the NCOIC from time to time concerning it 

(pg. 16). MPs did not normally accompany troops in the 
field on combat operations (pg. 9). Suspect noncombatants 
were brought back to a brigade prisoner collection point at 
Duc Pho and then processed by military intelligence personnel 
to determine their classification as innocent civilians, 
civil defendants, or prisoners of war (pgs. 3, 4). If sus- 
pects who were interrogated turned out to be innocent civilians 
they were returned to their home area by the local chief of 
police or by the u.S. forces (pg. 6). 

3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REQUIREMENTS TO REPORT POSSIBLE WAR CRIMES. 

The witness stated that he was not familiar with MACV 

Directive 20-4 until late in the spring of 1968 (pg. 13). 

He reiterated that the brigade had no regulation concerning 

the handling of prisoners until late in the spring (pg. 13). 

The witness was not familiar with the I11 MAF order concerning 

the reporting of war crimes, and asserted that he did not 

have any I11 MAF orders during his tour with the llth Brigade 

(pg. 15). He averred that there was a regulation from higher 

headquarters concerning war crimes and the reporting of war 

crimes, but he did not know from which headquarters this 

regulation had been issued (pg. 15). 
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4. REPORTS OF MALTREATMENT OF PRISONERS. 

The witness stated that no war crime was ever reported 
to him by his men (pg. 14). He added that he never received 
any report of mistreatment of prisoners by his men (pgs. 16, 
17). Upon more than one occasion, the witness reported to 
the brigade commander that prisoners received by his men had 
been mistreated by their captors (pgs. 17, 18). He had no 
knowledge of any investigation, nor any other action, that 
resulted from these reports (pg. 18). 
5. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AND INVESTIGATION. 

The witness never heard a report from any of his men 
who interrogated prisoners concerning an operation of TF 
Barker (pg. 8). He was not familiar with the My Lai operation 
and received no report concerning it from SGT WARREN, the MP 
Sergeant at LZ Dottie (pgs. 21-23). The witness stated that 
he heard no reports or rumors about anything unusual having 
happened at My Lai around mid-March of 1968 (pgs. 25, 29). 
The witness was not aware of any investigation taking place, 
and he stated that he never discussed an investigation con-
cerning an operation with Colonel HENDERSON or Lieutenant 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE (pgs. 25, 28). The witness recalled 
no investigation concerning allegations of war crimes except 
for one in July, which was unsubstantiated, according to 
the witness (pgs. 31, 32). The witness stated that had the 
division provost marshal heard of any allegations of atrocities, 
he would have made it known (pg. 39). The witness asserted 
that he did not believe that prisoners could be rounded up 
and shot without the brigade staff having known about it 
( ~ g *40) 

6. OTHER INFORMATION 

Use of Marijuana 

The witness stated that a small number of brigade 
personnel used marijuana frequently, and a large number used 
it from time to time (pgs. 33-35). 

b. Exhibits 

Exhibits noted by the witness are listed below. 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER
- DESCRIPTION 

D-1 	 MACV Directive 20-4 


D-5 	 America1 Reg. 525-4 

MACV Card "Enemy in 
-

M-3 	 Your Hands " 

M-8 	 ( 111 MAF Order 5820.1 
IAmerical letter. 24 Mar 

M-17 	UthB d e  TRIDENT, 22 Mar 1 

NOTES PAGES 
/witness not fam- I 
tiliar with 
IWitness recalled 
readin 
Witness stated his 
men had this 30, 35 
witness had not 
seen 

Witness not 

iar with 

Witness could not 

recall 28 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1650 h o u r s ,  20 January  
1970 ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l l owing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WIL- 
SON, LTC NOLL, and M A J  THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major John L. PITTMAN. 

MAJ PITTMAN w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l l ows :  ) 

S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  and S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number. 

A .  John L u t h e r  PITTMAN, Major,  MPC, 

RCDR: S t a t e  you r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and permanent  du ty  s t a t i o n ?  

A. U.S. Army. Headqua r t e r s ,  U.S. Army C i v i l  A f f a i r s  
School ,  F o r t  Gordon, Georgia .  

COL WILSON: Be fo re  w e  p roceed  w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  inform you o f  several  m a t t e r s .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  of  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Army 
f o r  the purposes  o f  de t e rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations on t w o  matters : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequen t  r ev iews  and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c h a i n  o f  command, of what  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  March, 1968,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  sup 'p ress ion  or w i t h o l d i n g  o f  informa-
t i o n  by any p e r s o n  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  i n -
fo rma t ion  conce rn ing  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted  t o  inves -
t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  concern ing  what  happened a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I mentioned.  
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This i s  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Team C .  General  PEERS has  
des igna t ed  two a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams t o  handle  w i t -
ne s se s  t o  ass is t  him i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Nobody on t h i s  
t e a m  has  any a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d i n g s  o r  recommendations. 
This  i s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of General  PEERS. You 
can expec t  General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of t h e  board t o  come 
i n  a t  any t i m e  and q u e s t i o n  you. I n  f a c t ,  he probably w i l l  
come down du r ing  t h e  i n t e rv i ew.  There a r e  normally t h r e e  of 
us who a r e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  team. Colonel  NOLL i s  a t  t h e  
end, and M r .  WALSH, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who has  been des-
i g n a t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS, 
w i l l  probably i n  h e r e  i n  a few minutes.  Those i n d i v i d u a l s  
have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  from General  PEERS t o  q u e s t i o n  you du r ing  
t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s .  I f  a t  any t i m e  you d e s i r e  t o  q u e s t i o n  
anyone 's  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do t h a t ,  t hen  j u s t  ask m e  and I ' l l  
t e l l  you i f  he  has  been appoin ted  by t h e  board .  Do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

(MR WALSH e n t e r s  t h e  hea r ing . )  

Q . Major PITTMAN, what w a s  your assignment on March 
16 ,  1968? 

A. P rovos t  Marshal o f  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  s i r .  

Q - Were you a s s igned  t o  the b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q Did you have a detachment which was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
b r igade ,  o r  d i d  you have a MP s e c t i o n  as  p a r t  of your--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was p a r t  of t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  
sir .  I had a p rovos t  marshal  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  and I had a 
p l a toon  of m i l i t a r y  p q l i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  company. 

Q .  How many people  d i d  you have i n  t h a t  p la toon?  

A. Well ,  it was ove r s t r eng th  because of  t h e  reorgan-
i z a t i o n s  we underwent. About t h a t  t ime I had roughly 60 
people ,  s i r ,  60 t o  70. 
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Q ~ b wlong had  you hccn i n  thc p o s i t i o n  as  brigade 
provost  marshal? 

A .  . Since t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion ,  s i r ,  approximately i n  
August of 1967. 

Q Ybu were with t h e  u n i t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q When d i d  you leave  t h a t  job? 

A. 01 7 August 1968, sir.  

Q Did you have any information regarding the  opera-
t i o n  t h a t  Task Force Barker conducted on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  I presume you ' re  speaking of  t h e  My Lai 
opera t ion .  No, sir.  

Q. ell, I ' l l  ask you some ques t ions  i n  a l i t t l e  
while about t h a t  anyhow. In r e l a t i o n  t o  p r i soners  of war, 
was t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  given t o  t h e  br igade  per-
sonnel  i n  handl ing PW's? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e r e  was a br igade r e g u l a t i o n  on t h e  hand-
l i n g  of PW's. My m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  were thoroughly t r a i n e d .  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was any l ack  on the  p a r t  of the  b r i -
gade personnel i n  t h e  handl ing of  P'rl 's,  sir.  

Q. How about t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s ?  

A .  S a r l y  a l l  of  them had come over  with us  from Ha-
wai i .  I know we had t r a i n e d  ex tens ive ly  on t h e  handl ing of  
PW's.  I th ink  they were well-versed i n  t h e  prescr ibed  pro-
cedures .  

Q- How about t h e  handl ing of  noncombatants? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was always a ques t ion  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  as  
f a r  as t h e  p resc r ibed  manner. I th ink  the  genera l  r u l e  a s  
I understood it--it appeared anyway when they went i n t o  one 
of  t h e s e  opera t ions  they genera l ly  brought everybody back as 
suspec t s ,  because they were i n  a h o s t i l e  a rea  o r  one where 
they  had f requen t ly  had problems. Then they w e r e  p laced i n  
my PW c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t ,  and processed by t h e  M I  who de te r -
mined t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  as  t o  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  c i v i l  
defenders ,  o r  PW's. 
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Q .  These people were placed where? 

A. I n  my PW c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t ,  sir.  

Q. Where was t h a t ?  

A. A t  Duc Pho, s ir .  

Q. How many people could you r e t a i n  a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A * .  S i r ,  my s t r e n g t h  ran  a s  high as 165 a t  one t i m e .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  h i g h e s t  I r e c a l l  it being. May I exp la in  one 
t h i n g ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  sir.  

A. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod--I 've been t r y i n g  t o  
r e c a l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p r i soners  were 
processed back t o  me t h i s  e a r l y  i n  1968. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
t h e r e  was an overlapping of j u r i s d i c t i o n  over t h e  Task 
Force Barker a rea .  Now, a l o t  of t h e  t h i n g s ,  inc luding  
t h e  assigned m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  o t h e r  than a small  detachment 
t h a t  I had with Task Force Barker,  went t o  t h e  198th Infan- 
t r y  Brigade. A l o t  of  t h e  PW's o r  t h e  people t h a t  were 
apprehended o r  picked up on these  r a i d s ,  on t h e  opera t ions ,  
would go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t .  They 
would no t  even pass through t h e  br igade  c o l l e c t i n g  po in t .  

Q. Ell,  was t h i s  ad jus ted  a t  a  l a t e r  da te?  You go t  
it s t r a i g h t e n e d  ou t?  

A. Yes, it was. The br igade  commander went t o  di-  
v i s i o n  and got  i t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  ou t  where a l l  of these  p r i s -  
oners  would be processed through our  c o l l e c t i n g  po in t .  He 
f e l t  it was v i t a l  t o  our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  process .  

Q .  @s t h i s  only e f f e c t i v e  f o r  Task Force Barker ,  o r  
was i t  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  with t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  the  
br igade? 

A. No, s i r .  The o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  processed t h e  people 
t h a t  they picked up through our  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  a t  t h e  
b r igade ,  
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Q I wonder why Task Force Barker got--oh, it must 
have been the  loca t ion?  

A. S i r ,  it was loca ted  o u t s i d e  of our  o r i g i n a l  a rea  
of opera t ions .  

Q. Right. 

A. Now, our  o r i g i n a l  a r e a  o f  opera t ions  stopped s h o r t  
of Quang Nqai C i t y ,  and Task Force Barker was nor th  of 
Quang Ngai Ci ty .  I would say about 10 k i lomete r s ,  7 o r  10 
k i lometers  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  When they were f i r s t  
detached and s e n t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were many problems t h a t  a rose  
along t h i s  l i n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  my a r e a  of  p o l i c e .  

Q What about 4/3? 

A.  4/3 was one of  our  b a t t a l i o n s ,  s ir ,  and it replaced 
Task Force Barker a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q =  Well, a t  the  time Task Force Barker was i n  t h i s  
Muscatine a r e a ,  4 /3  was a l s o  i n  the  Muscatine a rea .  I n  
f a c t ,  they extended over  t o  t h e  west of Task Force Barker, 
which is nor th  o f  Quang Ngai? 

A .  My memory is  a l i t t l e  hazy t h e r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  now 
t h a t  you mention i t ,  they were. I can r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  them 
once with the br igade  commander. They were west of  Highway 
1, where Task Force Barker opera ted  e a s t  of Highway 1. 

Right.  

A .  But then  l a t e r ,  4 / 3  moved i n t o  the  Task Force 
Barker AO. 

Q So your problem on a l o c a t i o n  b a s i s  was app l i cab le  
t o  4 / 3  a s  we l l  a s  t o  Task Force Barker during t h i s  per iod? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  both  went up a t  t h e  same 
t ime.  I t h i n k  4 /3  went nor th  a f t e r  the  Task Force Barker 
and by t h e  time 4/3 had gone up t h e r e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  as  I re-
c a l l ,  we had p r e t t y  w e l l  g o t  t h a t  i roned o u t .  I don' t re-
member 4/3  being  involved i n  t h e  channel of t h e  P W  problems. 
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Q W e l l ,  a s  long  a s  t hey  w e r e  up i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  it was a handicap t o  have t o  b r i n g  t h e  PW's sou th  t o  
Duc Pho i n s t e a d  of  t a k i n g  them up n o r t h  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  PW 
p o i n t  and du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  is what happened, your 
p r i s o n e r s  went n o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Your VC s u s p e c t s  went n o r t h ?  

A. For a  wh i l e  t hey  were,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Within t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and t r y  t o  f i t  it dur ing  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  c l o s e l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t ime .  t h a t  you s t a r t e d  p roces s ing  
VC s u s p e c t s ,  what was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  between t h e  i n t e l -
l i gence -ga the r ing  appara tus  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  c o n t r o l  
of  p r i s o n e r s  o r  suspec t s?  

A. The M I ,  s i r - - t h e  b r igade  had a M I  detachment,  and 
they  e s t a b l i s h e d  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  j u s t  o u t s i d e ,  I ' d  
s a y  w i t h i n  50 f e e t ,  o f  my PW c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t .  They would 
s i g n  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  PW c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t ,  and t a k e  
them t o  t h e i r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  booth t h a t  they  had set  up. 
They would i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and c l a s s i f y  them, and 
then  they would r e t u r n  them t o  us and adv i se  us  o f  t h e i r  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  w e  could make p rope r  d i s p o s i t i o n .  

Q. I f  t hey  were e l i m i n a t e d  from any f u r t h e r  s u s p i c i o n  
of be ing  a VC s u s p e c t ,  d i d  you r e l e a s e  them a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  s ir .  W e  would do one o f  two 
t h i n g s .  W e  would r e t u r n  them t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  they  w e r e  
p icked  up, o r  i n  most c a s e s ,  we tu rned  them o v e r  t o  t h e  ch i e f  
of  p o l i c e  who would r e t u r n  them t o  t h e i r  home a r e a .  

Q The c h i e f  of p o l i c e  o f  what a r e a ?  

A. The Duc Pho D i s t r i c t ,  sir. 

Q .  This  o p e r a t i o n  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex 
o r  up i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  t o  whom would they  be t u r n e d  
ove r?  

A. Those were r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  people  a t  t h e  Task Force 
Barker  f i r e  b a s e ,  and they  would i n  t u r n  r e t u r n  them t o  t h e  
a r e a  where t hey  were picked up o r  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  t hey  
could  g e t  t o  on t h e  road.  They d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  r e l e a s e  them 
a t  t h e  e x a c t ,  same s p o t ,  on ly  w i t h i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I had a 
t h a t  sma l l  detachnient t h a t  I had accomplished t h i s .  
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a.  For t h e  Duc Pho a rea?  

A. No, s ir .  That was f o r  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  a rea .  

Q. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  detachment you had a t  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .a You mentioned a br igade  r e g u l a t i o n  on p r i soners  
of war. Do you remember t h e  number of t h a t  r egu la t ion?  

A .  bb, I do n o t ,  s i r .  

8 - I33 you remember when i t  was w r i t t e n ?  Was it i n  
e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  coming t o  Vietnam? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  SOP. I r e c a l l  discus-
s i n g  i t  with t h e  br igade commander, and as  I r e c a l l  it was 
never completely f i n a l i z e d .  Now t h i s  is  my P W  SOP. Because 
of t h e  lack  of exper ience ,  i t  was determined t h a t  we would 
hold  o f f  i n  f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  SOP u n t i l  we g o t  t h e  MACV and 
USARV r e g u l a t i o n s  and a l i t t l e  b i t  more experience i n  
handl ing the  PW's.  

Q. ms it your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  SOP? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was i t  w r i t t e n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you departed 
the  count ry ,  i n  August 1968? 

A. It had never  been publ ished i n  f i n a l  form, sir.  

Q. So t h e  br igade  r e g u l a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  PW's i n  
March was n o t  i n  e x i s t e n c e ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  one,  s ir .  

Q. Your detachment was wi th  Task Force Barker. This 
was, I assume, a p rov i s iona l  detachment? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q It was taken from t h e  60 o r  70 people you had i n  
your platoon? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q Was t h e r e  any b a s i s  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e s e  people
and sending  them t o  Task Force Barker  when it was a c t i v a t e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  There  were none. 

Q - Was t h i s  a s e c t i o n  o r  a squad,  o r  was it an in t eg -
r a l  u n i t ?  

A. A s h o r t  squad,  s i r .  

Q. But t h e  people  had worked t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q They w e r e n ' t  j u s t  c o l l e c t e d  a t  random? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - A detachment l i k e  t h i s  going t o  Task Force Barker  
would be  expec ted  t o  perform what d u t i e s ?  

A. T h e i r  primary miss ion ,  s i r ,  was hand l ing  PW's 
b rought  i n  by t h e  combat f o r c e s .  

Tha t  w a s  t h e i r  primary duty? 

A. Tha t  w a s  t h e i r  primary duty.  

Q - Did w e  e x t a b l i s h  how many people  w e r e  i n  t h i s  d i -
tachment? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I t  u s u a l l y  r a n  6 t o  9 
people ,  1 NCO, E-6. 

Q. D i d  any one from t h i s  detachment e v e r  approach 
you concerning a complaint  o r  s t a t e m e n t  about t he  o p e r a t i o n s  
of  Task Force  Barker  a t  any t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  They d i d  no t .  

Q Did any members of t h i s  detachment eve r  t r y  t o  g e t  
o u t  of t h i s  job w i t h  Task Force Barker  and ask t o  come back 
t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I b e l i e v e  -1 had one o r  two, s i r ,  t h a t  d i d  ask t o  
be t r a n s f e r r e d  back down Duc Pho. 
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Q Do you know who they were? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  riames. 

Q Do you know t h e  reason f o r  t h e i r  reques t?  

A. Well, the  duty was p r e t t y  hard  up t h e r e  with only 
6 o r  8 men on a 24-hour PW opera t ion  when we had PW's. W e  
were a l s o  running a checkpoint,  and then  the Task Force 
Barker commander saddled them with t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  duty of 
s e c u r i t y  of  base camp. I w a s  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  some 
type  of  p o l i c e  a c t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  ga the r ing  i n t e l l i g e n c e  along 
Highway 1 a r e a  through t h a t  AO. Thei r  hours were q u i t e  
ex tens ive ,  sir ,  a l o t  more than t h e  ones back down i n  Duc 
Pho. 

Q. What type of checkpoint w e r e  you t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A .  Coming o f f  of Highway 1, sir,  t h e r e  were about 25 
meters o f f  Highway 1, across  LZ D o t t i e  which was t h e  f i r e  base 
of  Task Force Barker. Headquarters set about ,  I would e s t i -
mate, 200 meters o f f  Highway 1 and it came o f f  Highway 1 
t h e r e ,  about 50 meters from Highway 1. There was a l i t t l e  
sandbag hootch they set up there and used as  a checkpoint 
t o  check a l l  t r a f f i c  coming i n .  

Q. Was t h i s  checkpoint e s t a b l i s h e d  by you? 

A .  NO, sir. 

Q Fho e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  checkpoint? 

A. It was e s t a b l i s h e d  by o r d e r  of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
comander  by my noncommissioned o f f i c e r .  

Q. Who had o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  detachment, 
you o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander? 

A. O f f i c i a l l y ,  I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q. Was it normal t o  expect  these  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  t o  
accompany t h e  u n i t s  when they  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t s ?  

A. , sir. I t  was no t .  
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Q - Their  d u t i e s  were o t h e r  than t h i s  type of p a r t i c i -
pa t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was it normal t o  expect  National Po l i ce  t o  accom-
pany t h e  u n i t s  when they p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  combat a s s a u l t s ?  

A .  P b t  t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  wi th  t h e  except ion of the  
National P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces t h a t  we employed. 

(I0 and MR MACCRATE en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q Major PITTMAN, how many times d i d  you have an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  observe your detachment a t  Task Force Barker? 
How many times d i d  you go up t h e r e  t o  check them? 

A. I t r i e d  t o  g e t  up t h e r e  every week, sir.  

Q. Do you remember the  NCO, t h e  E-6, whom you had 
i n  charge? 

A. I r e c a l l  h i s  l a s t  name, s i r .  H i s  name was WARREN. 

Q Did t h e r e  appear t o  be any problem with t h a t  de-
tachment up t h e r e  a s i d e  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you s a i d  they  were 
working ha rde r  than they worked a t  Duc Pho? Was t h e r e  any 
problems t h a t  you knew o f ?  

A. No, six. 

Q. I be l i eve  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know t h a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  on t h e  16th  of March was going t o  
be conducted? 

A. I probab1.y wouldn't  have known, s i r .  The only 
way I g e t  i n  on t h e  combat opera t ions  was through the  d a i l y  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  I heard  them d i scuss  t h e r e .  This  one 
would have had no more s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  s tood o u t  no more than 
any of  t h e  o the r s  t h a t  they conducted d a i l y .  

Q - Would you have any reason t o  know when National 
Po l i ce  were support ing an opera t ion  of  t h i s  type? 

A. Well, a r e  you speaking of National Po l i ce ,  s i r ,  o r  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  F ie ld  Forces? 
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Q A s  f a r  as  I know, we are speaking of National 
Pol ice?  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. Tha t ' s  uniformed p o l i c e .  No, s i r .  
I was informed by my se rgean t  who was i n  charge of t h a t  de-
tachment. From time t o  t ime,  he g o t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from Nat-
i o n a l  Po l i ce  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and passed i t  on. On a few occas-
i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  he t o l d  me t h a t  they a c t u a l l y  went ou t  and 
showed them a reas  where the  VC was supposed t o  be loca ted  
and s o  f o r t h ,  but  I d id  no t  have any s p e c i f i c  knowledge of  
any of these  opera t ions  where they d i d  t h i s .  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  of t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  going on 
an opera t ion  o r  combat a s s a u l t  ope ra t ion  i n  c i v i l i a n  c lo thes?  

A. W ,  sir.  

Q. Would you expect  them t o  go i n  uniform? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  have a t  any. t ime an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e r e  was anything i r r e g u l a r  concerning t h e  opera t ion  on the  
16 th ,  17 th ,  o r  t h e  18th  of March? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: What k ind  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  your detachment re-
c e i v e  with r e s p e c t  t o  your r epor t ing  of a t r o c i t i e s  and war 
crimes? 

A. They were a l l  t r a i n e d  under t h e  Geneva Convention, 
s i r ,  p r i o r  t o  depar ture  from Hawaii. Other than t h a t ,  I ' m  
no t  s u r e  t h a t  they were t r a i n e d  ex tens ive ly  i n  the  r epor t ing  
of  war crimes. This was something t h a t  was normally de ter -
mined by t h e  C I  on an i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. W e l l  now, a r e  you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  i t  is p a r t  of 
t r a i n i n g  of a policeman? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. This does no t  inc lude  anything beyond t h e  scope of 
what is  given t o  a l l  s o l d i e r s  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Geneva 
Convention and the  o b l i g a t i o n  of s o l d i e r s  t o  r e p o r t  non-
combatants and PW's ? 

A. I think, s i r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of emphasis 
placed--I know personal ly  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  emphasis 
placed on t h e  handl ing  of PW's.  
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Q A l l  s o l d i e r s  r ece ive  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  the  handling
of noncombatants, Geneva Convention, and t h e  r u l e s  of land 
warfare. What I'm t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  what a d d i t i o n a l  ins t ruc - a 
t i o n s  and t r a i n i n g  was given t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  policemen beyond 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  everyone with r e spec t  t o  these  matters?  

A.  I th ink  i t ' s  j u s t  more s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s i r ,  
i n  t h e  Geneva Convention and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  e f f e c t  con-
cerning t h e  handl ing of PW's ,  t h e  "do 's"  and "don t ' s "  and t h e  
proper channels f o r  evacuat ing them and r e l e a s i n g  them and 
whatever. This is something t h a t  t h e  average s o l d i e r  would 
n o t  g e t  i n t o  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  t h e  channels of processing PW's. 

a. Did you g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  men of your 
u n i t  about t h e s e  mat ters  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you g ive  them i n s t r u c t i o n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  of poss ib le  v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  Geneva Convention as  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  MACV o r  USARV d i r e c t i v e s  be fo re  you shipped ou t  
from Hawaii? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t ,  because I d i d  n o t  have those 
d i r e c t i v e s .  

Q. I see.  How about a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  country?
Did you conduct any c l a s s e s  o r  g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
policemen i n  your u n i t  with r e spec t  t o  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  on 
repor t ing  war crimes and v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  laws of war? 

A. S i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  hones t ly  s i n g l e  o u t  t h a t  I d id  
conduct a c l a s s  i n  which I informed them of  t h e i r  ob l iga t ions  
t o  r e p o r t  anything of t h i s  na tu re .  No, sir.  

Q. Did you g i v e  them any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  a l l ?  

A.  S p e c i f i c a l l y  on war crimes? 

Q. ,%at's r i g h t .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I d id .  

a .  Were you f a m i l i a r  with MACV Di rec t ive  20-4 re-
l a t i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  w a r  crimes? 
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A. I can only answer t h a t ,  s i r ,  i n  a very--not a very 
good way. For a long t i m e  we had no MACV and very few USARV 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  none on t h e  hand l ing  o f  PW's. I t  was l a t e  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  when we f i n a l l y  g o t  t h a t ,  b u t  a t  some t ime l a t e r  
on I d i d  r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  covered war 
cr imes and I was f a m i l i a r  wi th  it. I cannot r e c i t e  the 
p r o v i s i o n s  of i t ,  b u t  I had i t  l a t e r  on up t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  
i n  June or  so ,  where I could  refer t o  it i f  any th ing  came 
UP 

Q. Major, could I have t h a t  20-4? 

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  r eques t ed . )  

I show you MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4, da t ed  27 A p r i l  
1967,  and which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  
D - 1 ,  and ask you i f  t h a t  r e f r e s h e s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  
t h e  document t h a t  you had r ece ived  on o r  about  June (handing 
E x h i b i t  D - 1  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s )  ? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  one a t  a l l ,  s ir .  "Grave 
b reach , "  I t h i n k  I would have remembered s e e i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e r e  
and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. 

Q W ' l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  when w e  g e t  ano the r  
e x h i b i t ,  b u t  I have one f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l ,  
w i thou t  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the MACV and t h e  I11 MAF d i -
r e c t i v e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  g i v i n g  any l e s s o n s  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
wh i l e  i n  count ry  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  policemen under your com-
mand w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  unique p o s i t i o n  t o  observe  and 
t o  r e p o r t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  laws of war,  w a r  c r imes ,  and 
abuse of  t h e  c i v i l  populace? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q When d i d  t h e s e  l e s s o n s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  t a k e  p l ace?
How were t h e y  g iven?  

A. Usual ly  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  s ir .  W e  would have 
equipment checks by t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  charge 
of  t h e  s h i f t s  going on o r  any d e t a i l s  going o u t ,  and I a t t e n -
ded  as many of t h e s e  b r i e f i n q s  t h a t  I could.  I covered 
d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  Report ing v i o l a t i o n s  
was always something t h a t  I touched on ,  and I know t h a t  
I covered t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ype  t h i n g  i n  t h e s e  i n fo rma l  
b r i e f i n g s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

Q. Now t h e s e  i n fo rma l  b r i e f i n g s  took p l a c e  where? 
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A. 'here i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  men--where the  opera-
t ion--mil i tary p o l i c e  opera t ions  were a t  Duc Pho, s i r .  

Q 2nd t h e s e  would be t o  a l l  of t h e  men under your 
command i n  an assembled group, o r  one o r  two a t  a t i m e ,  o r  
how? 

A. It would be t h e  group t h a t  was going on duty ,  s i r ,  
on a s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l .  

Q W11 now, i n  t h e  course of  your t o u r  wi th  t h e  11th  
Brigade, d i d  you have any occasions when m i l i t a r y  policemen 
under your command repor ted  t o  you v io la t i .ons  of  t h e  Geneva 
Convention o r  t h e  laws of land warfare? 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph 
5 of MACV Di rec t ive  20-4, dated 27 Apr i l  1967, and ask you 
t o  read--which I w i l l  now read  t o  you. I quote:  

" R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s " .  

a.  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  per-
sonnel  having knowledge o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  of 
an i n c i d e n t  o r  of an a c t  thought t o  be a war 
crime t o  make such i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  as soon as  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Personnel per-
forming i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  photo-
graphic ,  grave r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  medical func t ions ,  
as  w e l l  a s  those i n  con tac t  with t h e  enemy, w i l l ,  
i n  t h e  normal course of t h e i r  duty ,  make every 
e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  commission of war crimes and 
w i l l  r e p o r t  the  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  commanding 
o f f i c e r .  Persons discoverinq war crimes w i l l  take 
a l l  reasonable ac t ions  under t h e  circumstances t o  
preserve  phys ica l  evidence,  t o  note  and i d e n t i f y  
wi tnesses  p r e s e n t ,  and t o  record  (by photoqraph, 
s k e t c h ,  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  notes)  t h e  circumstances 
and surroundings " . 

I wonder i f  t h a t  por t ion  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was known t o  you, 
and whether you communicated those  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  men 
under your command p r i o r  t o  March 1968? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  they were known from t h i s  regu-
l a t i o n ,  s i r ,  bu t  I ' m  awary of  these  requirements and I'm 
abso lu te ly  c e r t a i n  t h a t  they  were included i n  t r a i n i n g  and 
b r i e f i n g s  f o r  my personnel .  
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Q That would have been i n  Hawaii before  you came? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I now show you Exhibi t  M-8 on t h e  l e t t e r h e a d  of 
Headquarters,  I11 MAF, s u b j e c t :  "War Crimes I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  
da ted  3 June 1967, and ask you i f  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  
d i r e c t i v e  i n  March 1968? 

( I 0  hands Exhibi t  M-8 t o  t h e  witness  .) 

A. I can '  t answer t h a t  f o r  su re  s i n c e  it  is  s i m i l i a r  
t o  t h i s  one and o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  I have read ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  having a I11 MAF Regulation a t  a l l  during my per iod 
as t h e  provost  marshal of t h e  br igade.  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  having any w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e s  given 
t o  you e i t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam s p e l l i n g  
out  t h e  mat ters  s p e c i f i e d  i n  MACV Direc t ive  20-4 o r  I11 MAF 
Direc t ive  5820-1, dated 3 June 1967, s u b j e c t :  "War Crimes 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n " ?  

A. S i r ,  we had a r e g u l a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  say from which 
headquarters  i t  o r i g i n a t e d ,  b u t  we d id  have a r e g u l a t i o n  
from higher  headquarters  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  war crimes,  re -
p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of war crimes.  

Q - What can you t e l l  m e  about i t ?  

A. Well, it was, of course ,  precluding o r  preventinq 
t h e  commission of war cr imes,  and then  r e p o r t i n g  immediately 
any war crimes t h a t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
by q u a l i f i e d  personnel  t o  determine i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  they were 
war crimes. This ,  of course ,  from 1 March u n t i l  t h e  middle 
of Ju ly  would have had t o  have been r e f e r r e d  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
because I had no CI personnel o r  q u a l i f i e d  personnel t o  
conduct such an i n v e s i i g a t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was 
something about a m i l i t a r y  t r i b u n a l  o r  something of t h i s  
na ture  t h a t  would order--a body would be appointed t o  inves-
t i g a t e  t h e  crime and determine i f  i t  was a war crime. Now, 
t h i s  i s  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  sir .  
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Q Do you have a copy of t h a t  d i r e c t i v e ?  

A .  IW,sir .  

Q. 133 you r e c a l l  from whom you g o t  i t ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q But you do n o t  r e c a l l  having copies  of e i t h e r  MACV 
Direc t ive  20-4 o r  I11 MAF Direc t ive  5820.1, Exhib i t  M-8? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  g iv ing  any formal c l a s s e s  o r  in -
s t r u c t i o n  t o  m i l i t a r y  personnel under your command i n  t h e  m a t -
t e r s  d e a l t  with under t h e  paragraph headed "Respons ib i l i ty"  i n  
t h e s e  two d i r e c t i v e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  focusing s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  based on t h e i r  unique p o s i t i o n ,  t o  observe and 
t o  r e p o r t  any v i o l a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  In Hawaii w e  gave s ? e c i f i c  c l a s s e s  on 
t h i s .  

$ 
Q FLith r e s ~ e c tt o  t h i s  detachment t h a t  you set  up i n  
t h e  Task Force Barker a r e a ,  do you r e c a l l  whether you gave any 
s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  them as t o  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  you any mistreatment  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  any war crimes 
t h a t  they might observe while they were t h e r e ?  

A .  The f i r s t  p a r t ,  y e s ,  sir.  I d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  
e n t i r e  detachment, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  a t  one time a f t e r  I s e n t  
them up t h e r e ,  but  I d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e  NCOIC on t h e  t reatment  
of PW's f r equen t ly .  This was my primary concern. 

9 How about t h e  mistreatment  of c i v i l i a n s  and corn-
mission of war crimes by t roons i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  opposed t o  
mistreatment of PW's i n  your p a r t i c u l a r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  under 
your con t ro l?  

A. E l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was never r epor ted  t o  m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was any mistreatment  by t h e  t roops  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I gave 
up on t r y i n g  t o  g e t  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  on combat opera t ions  s o  
they could--I went over  with t h e  i d e a  t h a t  they would go along 
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on combat opera t ions  and t ake  ca re  of PW's, t ake  charqe of PW'S 
and channel them on back t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i n q  ~ o i n t .  I f i n a l l y  
had t o  abandon t h i s  idea ,  because I c o u l d n ' t  work my m i l i t a r y  
p o l i c e  i n  on the  combat opera t ions .  

Q 
t h e  p 
were 

Phs t h e r e  ever  an ins tance  t h a t  you r e c a l l  during 
leriod t h a t  you were wi th  t h e  11th Brigade when de ta inees  
turned over t o  your people bearing evid.ence of physical  

m i s  t reatmnet? 

A. Yes , sir .  

Q.  I b w  many times? 

A. It would be pure e s t ima t ion ,  sir .  

Q Pbre than once? 

A. &sf sir .  

Q Wlat a c t i o n  d i d  you t a k e  i n  those ins tances?  

A.  I repor ted  i t  t o  t h e  br igade commander, sir.  

Q What ind iv idua l  would t h a t  be? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON, s i r .  On one occasion I think--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Would you s ~ e a ka l i t t l e  louder? The 
r e p o r t e r  i s  having some d i f f i c u l t  hear ing .  Do you have t h a t  
answer? 

RPTR: No, sir. 

A. I s a i d  I repor ted  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade 
commander, a n d ' I  be l i eve  t h a t  I repor ted  it once t o  General 
LIPSCOMB. 

MR WALSH: When you say you repor ted  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, do 
you imply by t h a t  you repor ted  on more than one occasion t o  
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. E s ,  s i r .  I th ink  t h e  mat ter  came up two o r  t h r e e  
t imes.  

Q. Did it ,  any of the  t imes it came up, involve more 
than one c i v i l i a n ?  
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NO,  s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they  were i n d i v i d u a l  ca ses .  4 
Q .  Can you remember anything s p e c i f i c  about  any of these  
i n d i v i d u a l  cases wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t he  i n j u r i e s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  
d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I n  g e n e r a l ,  s i r ,  they j u s t  looked l i k e  they  had 
been roughed up, m i s t r e a t e d ,  maybe bea t en  a l i t t l e  b i t .  There 
were no wounds--gashing wounds o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  j u s t  
mis t rea tment .  

Q. N o w ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  one i n s t a n c e  you r e p o r t e d  
t o  General  LIPSCOMB, what a c t i o n  was taken?  

A. I know t h a t  h e  t a l k e d  t o  the--in t h e  s t a f f  meeting
he  made--he p u t  o u t  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  as  t o  how t h e s e  
people  would be  t r e a t e d .  

Q. Was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted? 

A. Not by m e ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you have any knowledge as  t o  whether  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  w a s  appointed? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  Q 
Q. How about t h e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which you r e p o r t e d  such 
m a t t e r s  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? Was an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
appointed i n  any o f  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Did Colonel  HENDERSON t a k e  any a c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h o s e  ca ses?  \ 

A. I d o n ' t  know what a c t i o n  t h a t  h e .  took,  s i r .  

Q- Do you know of  any a c t i o n s  t h a t  he took? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  h e ,  l i k e  General LIPSCOMB, d i d  comment 
on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  s t a f f  meet ing. ,  Tha t  was t h e  
only  one I was p r e s e n t  a t ,  s ir .  

Q Were any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were involved  i n  
any of t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  r e p o r t e d  t o  you by Task Force  Barker?  

18 
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A. I do no t  r e c a l l  any, s i r .  

10: I have two documents t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  show you. 
One i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat Operation?:  Rules of Engagement", 
da t ed  16 March 1968, E x h i b i t  D-5 from Headquar ters ,  America1 
Div is ion .  I ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  (hand-
ing  E x h i b i t  D-5  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s )  ? 

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  heading on t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  paragraph 4 which s t a r t s  on page 2 .  
The s imple  theme of t h i s  paragraph,  and as  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t  
t h e  one upon which t h e  e n t i r e  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  based ,  i s  t h e  pro-
t e c t i o n  of  noncombatants. 

(The w i t n e s s  r eads  t h e  s t a t e d  paragraph.  ) 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - You're f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  s imple  theme of t h i s  reg-
u l a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  e x h i b i t  e n t i t l e d ,  "Safeguard-
i n g  of  Noncombatants", da t ed  24 March 1968, f o r  a l l  commanders 
and e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as  E x h i b i t  M-9. This  i s  a docu-
ment s i g n e d  by t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  America1 Div is ion  
(handing E x h i b i t  M-9 t o  w i t n e s s )  . 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of your q u e s t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q My q u e s t i o n  i s  whether  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  
document o r  n o t ?  

A. I am n o t  w i th  t h i s  one,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I 
have n o t  s e e n  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
document. 

Q.  When I came i n  I was informed by Colonel  WILSON 
t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  you l e f t ,  which I b e l i e v e  was mid-1968, you 
s t i l l  d i d  n o t  have an SOP f o r  the o p e r a t i o n  of your  personne l .  
Is t h a t  a c o r r e c t  s t a t emen t?  
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A. I had an SOP, s ir ,  b u t  it was s t i l l  i n  d r a f t  form. 
I t  had n o t  been f i n a l i z e d  and publ ished over t h e  commander's 
s i g n a t u r e .  

Q Why is t h i s ?  

A .  It  had been delayed, s i r ,  pending t h e  r e c e i p t  of 
MACV and USARV regu la t ions  and some experience f a c t o r s .  I 
had w r i t t e n  one previous ly ,  and I had been t o l d  n o t  t o  publ i sh  
i t  u n t i l  we had g o t t e n  t h e  r egu la t ions  from USARV and MACV s o  
t h a t  w e  could check it thoroughly. 

Q Did you no t  have the  SOP of t h e  3d Brigade, 4 t h  
Infant ry  Divis ion,  who had been opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea  f o r  
approximately a yea r  before  you e v e r  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene? 

A .  No, s ir .  I d id  not .  

Q. Did you e v e r  go and ask f o r  i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I asked f o r  it o r  not .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  seems preposterous t o  me, t h a t  you can 
s i t  h e r e  and t e l l  me t h a t  you weren ' t  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  
and s o  f o r t h .  Had you gone up t o  Chu Lai and asked the d iv i -
s i o n  provos t  marshal f o r  documents? 

A .  Yks, sir .  

Q And he d i d n ' t  g ive  them t o  you? 

A .  I was t o l d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have them e i t h e r ,  sir.  

Q. You have seen these  documents t h a t  he had a v a i l a b l e  
t o  him. H e  had t h i s  I11 MAF document. He had t h e  MACV 20-4 
document a v a i l a b l e  t o  him. I d o n ' t  s e e  what more guidance 
you need f o r  the  opera t ion  of your detachment? 

A. S i r ,  I f e e l  my detachment was proper ly  b r i e f e d  and 
t r a i n e d ,  and i f  they operated i n  the  manner they were supposed 
t o  operate--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Not i f  they  d o n ' t  even have an SOP, 
i f  you have t o  go along and b r i e f  each and every i n d i v i d u a l  
every t i m e  you have a r o t a t i o n  of a man and you have no b a s i c  
document upon which t o  work. 
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A .  W e  had  a  w r i t t e n  SOP. 

Q Where is  i t ?  When d i d  you p u b l i s h  i t ?  You j u s t  
f i n i s h e d  t e l l i n g  m e  you d i d n ' t  have ,  and now y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  
m e  you d i d  have?  

A. I ' m  s a y i n g  it  w a s  i n  d r a f t  form, s i r .  W e  had t h e  
SOP p u b l i s h e d  t h a t  I p u b l i s h e d  myself i n  February .  However, 
it had n o t  been  p u b l i s h e d  as an o f f i c i a l  b r i g a d e  d i r e c t i v e .  

Q Do you have a copy of  your  SOP? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  Where would w e  f i n d  a copy of  i t ?  

A. I n  t h e  b r i g a d e  p r o v o s t  m a r s h a l ' s  o f f i c e  i n  Duc Pho 
I presume, sir.  

Q .  You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t ,  back i n  Hawaii ,  know 
how t o  t r a i n  you r  peop l e  because  you d i d n ' t  have  any d i r e c t i v e s  
and s o  on. Th i s  i s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  what  you s t a t e d ?  

A. The re  w e r e  many d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have  i n  
Hawaii ,  s i r .  

Q Your b r i g a d e  had  a  whole advance p a r t y  t h a t  went  t o  
MACV, wen t  t o  Sou th  Vietnam i n  t h e  month of Oc tober .  They 
s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  n e a r l y  a month, g a t h e r i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  docu-
ments and s o  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and t h e  t r a i n -
i n g  of p e o p l e  p r i o r  t o  d e p a r t u r e .  Now can  you t e l l  m e  any 
r e a s o n  why t h e y  would come back and would . n o t  b r i n g  back such 
nece s sa ry  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q I c a n ' t  e i t h e r .  ,Iwould r a t h e r  assume they  b rought  
them. Th i s  i s  one  o f  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  items i n  a l l  o f  MACV's 
gu idance ,  and I would be  s u r e  t h a t - - I  know t h a t  t h e y  took back 
f o ~example, a l l  t h e  c a r d s  l i k e  "Nine Ru le s ,  " "Know Your Enemy, " 
"Rogers Rangers , "  and "Guidance For  Commanders. " A l l  of t h o s e  
c a r d s  t hey  b r o u g h t  back i n  s e v e r a l  c o p i e s .  They a l s o  took  
l a r g e  numbers of d i r e c t i v e s  back w i t h  them from MACV, from 
USARV, and from Task Fo rce  Oregon and s o  on. They had a p r e t t y  
b road  b a s e  t o  o p e r a t e  on and t o  g e t  t h e i r  u n i t s  t r a i n e d .  I f  
you d i d n ' t  have  i t  by t h e  t i m e  you g o t  t h e r e ,  and y o u ' r e  t h e  
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commander of t h a t  o u t f i t ,  and you waited u n t i l  June t o  g e t  
something o u t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  personal ly ,  t h a t  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  
t h e  kind of command emphasis t h a t  I expect .  Now, you had a 
noncommissioned o f f i c e r  i n  charge of your detachment up t h e r e  
a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

9 What was h i s  name again? 

A. WARREN, s i r .  

Q WARREN. Now, you s a i d  t h a t  you t r i e d  t o  g e t  up
t h e r e  every week? 

A. * s f  s i r .  

Q My ques t ion  now i s  d i d  you g e t  up t h e r e  every week? 

A. No, sir.  

Q How o f t e n  were you ab le  t o  g e t  up t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was--the b e s t  answer would be t o  say I 
missed a week occas iona l ly ,  sir ,  g e t t i n g  up t h e r e .  

Q. Did you g e t  down t o  WARREN and f i n d  o u t  how th ings  
were opera t ing  and what he was doing and s o  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q r&at d id  WARREN t e l l  you about t h i s  opera t ion  when 
it was terminated? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I can r e c a l l  hear inq  about 
My Lai  o t h e r  than--I dimly r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  was a p lace  t h a t  
w e  l o s t  a l o t  of t roops  during operations--was when I s t a r t e d  
reading it i n  the  paper.  Nothing was t o l d  t o  me o the r  than  
what I heard i n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  WARREN t e l l -

, i ng  m e  anything about t h e  My L a i  ope ra t ion ,  s i r .  

B Was he respons ib le  t o  you o r  was he  respons ib le  t o  
the t a sk  fo rce?  

A. H e  was more respons ib le  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, 
s i r ,  than he was t o  me because of t h e  l i n e  of communications. 
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Q But i f  h e ' d  been aware t h a t  something unusual  was 
happening i n  t h e r e ,  and even though he might have r e p o r t e d  it 
t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander o r  somebody else, you would have 
s t i l l  expec ted  him t o  have t o l d  you about  i t ,  wouldn ' t  you? 

A. No doubt i n  my mind, s i r ,  he would have.  

Q nid you a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  16 th?  Did you normally make it a p r a c t i c e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  every  n i g h t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  of  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. , s i r .  I d o n o t .  

Q I f  I would r e c i t e  t o  you 1 2 8  enemy K I A ,  and 2 f r i end -
l y  K I A ,  and 3 weapons cap tu red ,  would t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A.  m ,  s i r .  

Q 'Lp t o  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  11 th  Brigade had been i n  country
f o r  3 months. This  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
has  conducted.  The b e s t  r e s u l t s  t h a t  t hey  had achieved s o  f a r .  
Now, do you remember? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q It d i d n '  t s t i c k  then?  

A. No, sir.  

Q m a t  d i d  you e s t a b l i s h  a s  a requirement  f o r  your
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  t o  r e p o r t ?  Did you r e q u i r e  them t o  
f i l l  o u t  a p e r i o d i c  r e p o r t ,  o r  any k ind  of  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t ,  o r  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. Any r e p o r t ,  s i r - - m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  
p a t r o l s ,  t h e  detachment t h a t  ope ra t ed  o u t  of  LZ D o t t i e  r a n  
a  j o u r n a l  i n  which e n t r i e s  were made on a l l  i n c i d e n t s .  This 
w a s  b rought  down t o  me as  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  I could g e t  a c o u r i e r  
o r  an a i r c r a f t  down, normally d a i l y .  
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Q e r e  you aware t h a t  on this opera t ion  WARREN and 
ev iden t ly  some of h i s  men were i n i t i a l l y  scheduled t o  go? 

A. Pb, s ir .  

Q Then it was cancel led  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  evening? 

A. Pb, sir. 
1 

Q. H e  never t a lked  t o  you about the  f a c t  e a t  he wasn't  
too happy about going on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. The only d i scuss ion ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I r e c a l l  along t h i s  
l i n e  was WAfiREN d i d  inform me t h a t  he and some of t h e  MP's 
were going occas ional ly  ou t  on the' combat onera t ions  i n  t h e  
task  fo rce  commander's h e l i c o p t e r  a s  observers  o r  a s  a s s i s t a n t  
r a d i o  opera to r s  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re ,  b u t  no t  phys ica l ly  
on t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  I didn '  t--I considered them more as  
s t raphangers ,  s o  t o  speak, than  I d i d  as  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the  
opera t ion .  

Q. Well, t h e r e ' s  some i n d i c a t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  he might
have been more o r  l e s s  a crew chief  f o r  a 90mm r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e  
according t o  t h e  information t h a t  I have, and was cancel led  
ou t .  Was he a weapons e x p e r t  too? 

A. Well, he was f a m i l i a r  with t h e  9 0 m  and a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  crew-served weapons w e  had, sir .  

Q Did you have an information n e t ?  

A. Pardon, s i r ?  

Q. Fdthin t h e  b r igade ,  had you developed an informant 
n e t  wi th in  t h e  American u n i t s ?  

A. W e  had developed one, sir .  I t  was p r imar i ly  e s t -
ab l i shed  around my C I  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t h a t  I took t o  Vietnam wi th  
me, and he was pu l l ed  away from m e  on the  5th of March. I 
was j u s t  beginning t o  g e t  one e s t a b l i s h e d  aga in ,  n o t  a s  good 
as we had, because we had some going over t h e r e ,  but  we l o s t  
most of what we had on t h e  5 t h  of March. I had no replacement 
f o r  my cr iminal  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  I was only author ized  one, and 
from t h e  5 t h  of March u n t i l  t h e  middle of Ju ly  I had no crim-
i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  I l o s t  my i n t e l l i g e n c e  n e t  s o  t o  speak. 
I had another  p r e t t y  good one going by June. 
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Q Did you t r y  t o  pick up t h i s  n e t  before t h i s  man 
departed? A n e t  such as t h i s  i s n ' t  t oo  d i f f i c u l t  t o  opera te  
once you have i t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A .  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s h i f t  from one person t o  another  
s i r .  I t r i e d  t o  by s h i f t i n g  it t o  another  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I 
picked t h e  wrong man t o  s h i f t  i t  t o .  

Q I t ' s  my understanding t h a t  t h e r e  was more than a 
l i t t l e  t a l k  going around the  174th Aviation Company and among 
some of the  e n l i s t e d  personnel i n  t h a t  headquarters  concern-
ing  what had happened up around My Lai on t h e  16 th  of March. 
You had your MP's down t h e r e ,  i n  and around t h e  headquar ters ,  
and they must c i r c u l a t e  and be p a r t  of the  headquar ters ,  and 
they l i v e d  f a i r l y  c lose  t o  these  people.  But you never had 
any r e p o r t s  coming back t o  you concerning anvthing t h a t  would 
arouse any susp ic ion  o r  anythinq else concerning something 
happening t h e r e  a t  My Lai o r  Son My about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Were you aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being con-
ducted? 

A. .No, s ir .  

Q How many C I  ,men d i d  you have down t h e r e ?  You only
had one? 

A. I took one with me, s i r ,  and l o s t  him on 5 March. 

L? But i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been necessary you
would have been a b l e  t o  provide somebody who had a t  l e a s t  
a semblance of C I  background, would t h a t  be c o r r e c t ,  from 
wf t h i n  your MP c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q Fhat about y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  I could have conducted an i n v e s t i q a t i o n ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q O r  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  conduct of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i f  
you would have been c a l l e d ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d id  have what I c a l l e d  my PMI types 
t h a t  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  i n  on minor i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  l a r c e n i e s  
and s o  f o r t h .  Those were j u s t  m i l i t a r y  policemen I was t r y i n g  
t o  t r a i n  as i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  

MR MACCRATE: Major PITTMAN,  do you r e c a l l  sometime during 
your time wi th  t h e  11th  Brigade an i n s t a n c e  where, I t h i n k ,  
a cook s h o t  some c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q a d  you conduct t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  My cr iminal  i n v e s t i g a t o r  d i d ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q When was t h a t ?  

A. It was i n  e a r l y  February, s ir .  

A .  Es , sir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what came of t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The conclusion of t h e  i n v e s t i q a i o n  was 
t h a t  he committed murder. I t  was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  counts.  The 
l a s t  I heard ,  as  f a r  as  t h e  processing of t h e  charges and s o  
f o r t h ,  was t h a t  he had been dec lared  insane o r  something of 
t h i s  na ture .  

Q. IB you know when you completed t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  i t  was about t h e  5 th  of March. The reason I 
say it was about t h e  5th of March is  because I know t h a t  M r .  
SPEESE, my i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  was hurrying up t o  g e t  everyth ing  
concluded on this p r i o r  t o  h i s  depar tu re ,  and he departed on 
5 March. 

Q Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HENDERSON a t  
any time t a l k i n g  with you about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  he 
wanted you t o  undertake o r  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  process  of 
conducting ? 
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A.  Yes, s i r .  There were occas ions  when I d i scussed  a l l  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  I conducted with  Colonel  I-IENDERSON o r  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  

Q a d  you f i n d  Colonel  HENDERSON a c c e s s i b l e  t o  you? 

A. Reasonably s o ,  s i r .  

(2 Eht you d i d  have some d i f f i c u l t i e s  sometime? 

A .  H i s  primary concern was combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  sir.  

Q You might have exp la ined  be fo re  I came i n t o  t h e  
room your  e f f o r t s  t o  have m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  on o n e r a t i o n s .  What 
was Colonel  HENDERSON'S a t t i t u d e  towards t h a t  sugges t ion?  

A. They w e r e n ' t  needed, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ions  wi th  h i m  
about  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d  d i s c u s s  it wi th  
him. 

Q Can you p l a c e  i n  t ime such d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n  
count ry  when he mad-e h i s  f e e l i n g s  known. I r e c a l l - - I  b e l i e v e  
it was about t h e  t ime t h a t  Task Force  Barker went n o r t h  t o  
t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  A 0  where w e  had t o  send them. I wanted t o  
send  a l a r g e r  detachment t han  t h e  one s h o r t  squad,  and he 
s a i d  t hey  w e r e n ' t  needed. 

(2 You s t i l l  have b e f o r e  you E x h i b i t  M-9? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q IB I unders tand t h a t  as  f a r  a s  you know, Colonel  
HENDERSON took no stem t o  b r i n g  t h a t  d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  com-
manding g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade? 

A. Sir, I do n o t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  be-
f o r e .  
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Q I would l i k e  t o  show you Exhibit M-17, which is an 
i s s u e  of  your br igade  paper of 22  March 1968, and ask you t o  
read t h e  l ead  news i tem on t h e  right-hand s i d e  of the  f i r s t  
page (handing Exh ib i t  M-17 t o  t h e  wi tness)  ? I would l i k e  t o  
ask you i f  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  regarding t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16th  of March and what 
was being s a i d  around the  headquarters  a t  t h a t  time regarding 
t h e  opera t ion?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, sir. Now t h a t  I s e e  P i n k v i l l e ,  
t h e  a r e a  b r ings  back a l o t  of t h i n g s .  I remember P i n k v i l l e  
was a r e a l  bad word there--I  mean everybody--it was q u i t e  
notor ious ,  the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  p r e t t y  h o t  b a t t l e s  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  
and t h a t ' s  about t h e  e x t e n t  of  it. A s  f a r  a s  remembering the  
s p e c i f i c s ,  no, sir ,  I do no t .  

Q Don't you r e c a l l  around headquarters  sometime a f t e r  
t h i s  r e fe rence  t o  the  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. JW, sir.  I never heard t h a t .  

Q You never heard t h i s  discussed? 

A. I d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hear ing  about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i -
den t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  headl ines  t h a t  I ' v e  been see ing .  

Q You never heard anything mentioned along t h e s e  l i n e s  
among o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  on t h e  s t a f f ?  

A. EJo, sir .  

Q. Colonel HENDERSON never i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  he 
was a t  work on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with r e spec t  t o  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q E never consul ted you i n  any way about what he 
was doing? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
with r e spec t  t o  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir. 
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Q Did you s e e  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  sir.  

Q YOU worked f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  w i th  him? 

A .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of my job ,  sir ,  such as 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of war t r o p h i e s  and c o n t r o l  of cap tu red  weapons 
and m a t e r i a l s .  I ' d  go through him i f  I had problems wi th  t h e  
M I  o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  l i k e  my PW c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  
was over f lowing  o r  I needed an M I  t o  s t a r t  p roces s ing  f a s t e r  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t  t hen  I ' d  go t o  s e e  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

Q 93 he was someone w i t h  whom you had cons ide rab le  
c o n t a c t ?  

A. Jks, s i r .  

Q .*neve r  mentioned t o  you anything about t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  w i t h  which he  was concerned i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  o f  March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  no one e v e r  mentioned an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  t o  m e .  

R Fbne o f  your  channe ls  of communication o u t  among 
pe r sonne l  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  brought  back t o  you any in format ion  
about  what was be inq  s a i d  and t a l k e d  about among t h e  b r igade  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. s i r ,  I - - t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  r i n g s  no bell 
i n  my mind as t o  what I had h e a r d  o r  anything o u t  of t h e  way 
t h a t  I had h e a r d  p r i o r .  

MR MACCRATE : I have no th ing ,  f u r t h e r .  

COL WILSON: Did meny propaganda documents come t o  your a t t e n -
t i o n ?  

A. You mean from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  s i r ?  

Q Es. 
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A .  O x a s i o n a l l y  I saw one t h a t  was brought when I was 
down a t  the PW cage. Normally, those were brought  i n  and turned  
over  t o  t h e  M I  by t h e  u n i t s .  Sometimes they  would send them i n  
and leave  them a t  the  PW cage,  and then  we would t u r n  them over  
t o  t h e  M I .  No, I wouldn ' t  say  many d i d ,  s i r .  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  a MACV card  e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy I n  Your Hands". Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  card?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  seen it .  

Q - I t  is a f a c s i m i l e ,  you know? 

A. Yes ,' sir. 

Q Do you have a copy of t h i s  card? 

A. I had a copy of i t ,  s i r ,  and i f  I ' m  n o t  badly mis-
taken a l l  my personnel had a copy of it. 

Q m e r e  d i d  you g e t  t h e s e  ca rds?  

I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  where they  came from. 

Do you know i f  they  were i s s u e d  t o  t h e  br igade?  

A. W11, I was under t h e  impression t h a t  they  were, 
s ir .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  i s s u e  them, though? 

A.  Only t o  my people,  s i r .  

Q You i s sued  them t o  your people? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. IB you remember where you g o t  them, before  o r  a f t e r  
you g o t  t o  Vietnam? 

A. Sir, I--maybe I ' m  f a l l i n g  back on something t h a t  
General PEERS s a i d  a while  ago, bu t .  a s  I r e c a l l  those were 
i s sued  about t h e  same time as those r u l e s ,  "Rogers Rangers" 
and s o  f o r t h ,  which were issued--I  am no t  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  
on t h a t .  
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Q l h a t  would be  where? 

A. That would be--he s a i d  t hey  brought  them back from 
Vietnam, t h e  advance p a r t y ,  s o  t h a t  would have been i n  Hawaii. 
I can I t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  where t hey  w e r e  i s s u e d .  

Q Did you e v e r  have a requirement  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a 
c r i m i n a l  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  cou ld 've  bordered  on a war crime p r i o r  
t o  o r  du r ing  your t o u r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  once. 

Q And t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  was mentioned e a r l i e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  been mentioned--

Q = ( In t e rpos ing )  About t h e  cook? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Fhich one i s  it  t h a t  you r e f e r  t o ?  

A. l he re  was a s t a t emen t  , unsworn s t a t e m e n t ,  made by 
an accused i n  a cou r t -mar t i a l  i n  which he claimed t h a t  s e v e r a l  
people  i n  h i s  u n i t  had committed a c t s  t h a t  would have been,  
had they  been proved as  a l l e g e d ,  war c r i m e s .  I was c a l l e d  by 
t h e  S1 who l e t  m e  look a t  t h e  copy of t h e  unsworn s t a t e m e n t ,  

'and I immediately p u t  my C I  man t o  work on it. H e  s t a r t e d  
i n t e r v i e w i n g  people  t o  determine t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  
and h e  could n o t  f i n d  any s u p p o r t  whatsoever f o r  the man's 
s t a t emen t .  

Q When was t h i s ?  

A. W11, t h i s  was i n  J u l y ,  s i r ,  because it was a f t e r  
I g o t  t h e  o t h e r  C I .  He d i d n r , t  j o i n  m e  u n t i l  about t h e  middle 
of  J u l y .  

(I0 and MR MACCRATE depa r t ed  h e a r i n g . )  

(PITTMAN) 

Who was your C I  agen t  t hen  i n  Ju ly?  

BABINE,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  he  was an E-7. 
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Q Other than t h a t ,  were t h e r e  any tyoes of i n c i d e n t  
which bordered on war crimes? 

A. No, sir. I ' d  c a l l  t h a t  one where t h e  cook was i n -
volved a murder, a  c r iminal  a c t .  I d i d  no t  consider  t h a t  a 
war crime. 

Q. Right . 
A. No, s i r .  That i s  t h e  only one t h a t  came t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n ,  and he was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  with "Blue B e l l "  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Have you e v e r  made one? 

A. k r s o n a l l y  , no,  sir .  

Q Ib you know t h e  procedures f o r  making those repor t s?  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  w e  were requi red  t o  do i n  Viet-
nam, s ir ,  was t o  c a l l  it i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  W e  had 
a format t o  go by, my desk se rgean t s  had, and they c o l l e c t e d  
a l l  t h e  information.  I ,  i n  t u r n ,  would c a l l  i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  
and g i v e  them the  information,  r i g h t  down t h e  c h e c k l i s t ,  and 
they d i d  the "Blue Bel l s" .  

Q Would a war crime o r  an a t r o c i t y  be submitted on a 
"Blue Bel l"  i s  i t  was repor ted?  

A. I would say yes.  

Q Now, would t h i s  type of r e p o r t  be submitted before  
it was i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  form? 

A. Not i f  they were c o m ~ l e t e l yunsubs tan t i a t ed ,  s i r ,  
u n t i l  t h e r e  were some--

Q . (Interposing)  Substance? 

A. &11, something t o  back up j u s t  a p l a i n  a l l e g a t i o n .  
No, sir, I would n o t  r e p o r t  it. 
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Q . @11, was t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  ' r epo r t  a "Blue B e l l "  
i n c i d e n t  a p rovos t  marshal  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  was it a r e spons i -
b i l i t y  throughout  t h e  b r iqade  s t a f f ?  Who had t h i s  r e spons ib i -
l i t y ?  You seem t o  main ta in  t h e  formats  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. I handled a l l  t h e  f l a s h  r e p o r t s ,  s i r ,  and t h e  "Blue 
B e l l s " .  

Q So,  i f  such an i n c i d e n t  was t o  be r e p o r t e d ,  it would 
he r e p o r t e d  through t h e  provos t  mar sha l ' s  channels?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q IPn I c o r r e c t ,  t hen?  The "Blue B e l l "  is  a provos t  
marshal  I s  r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  it i s  n o t  a p rovos t  marshal  r e p o r t ,  b u t  it us-
u a l l y  winds up wi th  t h e  provos t  mar sha l ,  and t h e  p rovos t  mar-
s h a l  handles ,  i t .  

Q I s e e .  Within your a r e a  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  I would 
imagine t h a t  you had q u i t e  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  use  o f  n a r c o t i c s  
o r  drugs w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  and t h e  u n i t s  i n  t h e  b r iqade .  Was 
it your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ma in t a in  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h i s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  i n c i d e n t s ,  s i r ,  o r  c a s e s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Vbuld you say t h a t  t h e r e  was a n a r c o t i c  o r  a mari-
juana problem w i t h i n  any u n i t s  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was a problem. 

Q FBs it more w i t h  any one u n i t  than  another?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  u n l e s s  you--I f e l t  i t  was 
most p r e v a l e n t  around t h a t  base  camn, t h e  b r i g a d e  base  camp, 
where we had a l l  t h e  sc rv ice  t r o o ~ smore o r  l e s s .  

B. That about your  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a problem o u t  t h e r e  t o o ,  s ir ,  b u t  I 
couldn ' t r e a c h  them. 

Q W e l l ,  how much of  a  problem was i t ?  Was it a pro-
blem which may have i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures  o r  
o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s u l t s  ? 
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A. I f e l t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  marijuana was be ing  smoked f r e -
quent ly by a small  number of people throughout t h e  br igade,  and 
it was being smoked from time t o  t ime by a l a r g e  number of 
people throughout the  br igade.  I based t h i s  on t h e  evidence 
t h a t  I ran i n t o ,  l i k e  f ind ing  t h e  marijuana b u t t s  i n  the bunkers. 
I found i t  impossible t o  ca tch  one of these .  I wouldn't send 
my men ou t  t h e r e  t o  r a i d  a bunker a t  n i g h t ,  because i f  he g o t  
s h o t  it would be my f a u l t .  Tha t ' s  where I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  mari-
juana was be ing  smoked. This endangered t h e  ent i re--not  only 
the people i n  the  bunkers,  bu t  i t  endangered t h e  e n t i r e  br igade  
headquarters .  

Q You're speaking of s e c u r i t y  bunkers? 

A. Bs, sir .  

Q Not l i v i n g  bunkers? 

A.  No, s ir ,  perimeter  bunkers. 

Q k r i m e t e r  bunkers? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And you found marijuana b u t t s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bunkers? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 1 

Q. Very o f t en?  

A. Jus t  about any time I took a walk around the p e r i -
meter ,  s i r ,  and checked t h e  bunkers. 

Q Wuld you remember offhand what t h e  i n c i d e n t  r a t e  
on marijuana was i n  the  br igade over a per iod  of a month? 

A. I found c a s e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  it would be i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  
I wouldn't remember, bu t  marijuana found around t h e  area--
someone k ick ing  over a s t o n e  and f i n d i n g  where somebody s tashed 
something, o r  someone checking t h e  bunkers and f ind ing  some 
s t u f f e d  back i n  under t h e  sandbags. Something of t h i s  na ture  
was f a i r l y  frequent .  

Q. *at about apprehension? id you have many appre-
hensions concerning marijuana o r  as  a r e s u l t  of marijuana pos-
s e s s i o n  o r  use? 
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A. Not ve ry  many, s ir .  I devoted a l o t  of t i m e  t o  
t r y i n g  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and t r y i n g  t o  
c u t  down on t h e  supp ly .  I t  was r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  They could  
buy it from any k i d  from one end of o u r  A 0  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a long  
Highway 1. I unders tand  when w e  would have work d e t a i l s  o u t  
around l i k e  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  b r e a s t  works and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e  k i d s  
would come o u t  t h e r e  and peddle  it. 

Q - I o r i g i n a l l y  mentioned t h e  purpose  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  Then you l a te r  r ead  The-
T r i d e n t ,  E x h i b i t  M-17, and you s a w  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o r  men-
t i o n e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  name P i n k v i l l e .  Did you n o t  
r e l a t e  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  P i n k v i l l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ?  

A. I n i t i a l l y  I d i d n ' t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I went back when I was 
r e a d i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a s  they  w e r e  coming o u t .  I remember re-
l a t i o n g  it t o  t h e  f a c t  t h i s  was P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  t a l k -
i n g  about .  I d o n ' t  know where it was s p e l l e d  o u t  o r  what ,  and 
t h e n  i t  seemed t o  jump o u t  a t  m e  when I saw P i n k v i l l e  h e r e .  
~ i n k v i l l eis  a n o t o r i o u s  p l a c e  th roughout  t h e  b r i g a d e .  Every-
body h a s  h e a r d  o f  P i n k v i l l e .  I doubt  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  t o o  many 
peop le  remember My Lai. 

Q But I o r i g i n a l l y  t o l d  you t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  
concerned w i t h  My L a i ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  you t h i n k  of  Pink-
v i l l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t ,  b u t  I knew where you w e r e  t a l k -
i n g  about .  

Q Would you c o n s i d e r  My L a i  a s  p a r t  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of Colone l  HENDERSON conduc t ing
Any t y p e  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any i n d i v i d u a l s  b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  
by Colonel  HENDERSON e i t h e r  under o a t h  o r  n o t  under  o a t h ,  s t a t e -
ments t a k e n  concern ing  an o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir. 

MR WALSH: L e t ' s  go back a minute t o  Ju ly .  What w e r e  t h e  
f a c t s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  you--the a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  re-
l a t e d  t o  you? 

A. Sir, I would have t o  r e l y  s t r i c t l y  on my memory 
and I may be wrong. It may be o f f  some. 

Q- T& unders tand t h a t  i t ' s  a long t i m e  ago? 

A. Ps I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two t h i n g s  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t .  
One of  them was t h a t  an o f f i c e r  had been s t a n d i n g  nea r  two 
men, and t h e  two men had made a b e t  o r  something about h i t t i n q  
a Vietnamese o u t  i n  a r i c e  paddy. The Vietnamese had been 
f i r e d  a t  and went down, and no a c t i o n  had been taken .  The 
o t h e r  one w a s  t h a t  some p e o ~ l ewere machinegunned down i n  a 
w e l l  i n  a v i l l a g e .  Those w e r e  t h e  two t h i n g s  t h a t  I r e c a l l  
about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q. You mean people  were h i d i n g  i n  a w e l l  and then  
machinegunned, o r  t hey  had been p u t  i n  a w e l l  and machine-
gunned? 

I A.  r&l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether i t  w a s  clear o r  n o t ,  
s i r ,  b u t  I g o t  the- - I  remember t h a t  it came o u t ,  t h i s  p o i n t  
I do remember. They were determined t o  be VC i n  t h e  w e l l ,  and 
equipment and s o  f o r t h  had been--mil i tary  equipment had been 
removed from t h e  w e l l  when they  went down i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  they  
had s h o t  t h e s e  people  down i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Now, t h e s e  were two d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t s  which w e r e  
r e l a t e d  by t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. b w  d i d  t h i s  come t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  Through an unsworn s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r ,  submi t ted  by the 
defendant  i n  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  as r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  by t h e  S1 of 
the b r igade .  

Q Did t h e  S1 of t h e  b r i g a d e  g i v e  you a copy o f  t h e  
s t a t emen t?  

A. Y e s  ,. s i r ,  he  d i d .  
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0 A l l  r i g h t ,  now--

A. ( In t e rnos ing )  I know he showed me a copy of 
the s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he  gave me a copy. 

Q- !here  d i d  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  t a k e  p l a c e ,  a t  DUC pho? 

A. It was a b r i g a d e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a f t e r  t h a t  
sworn tes t imony was taken?  

A. Yes ,  s i r .  

Q h d  your  C I  man conducted t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

52 Fhat was h i s  name, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. BABINE, s i r .  

Q BABINE,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  and he  had r ep l aced  your 
e a r l i e r  C I  man? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he came i n  about  t h e  l a s t  of  July, sir .  

& Was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i q a t i o n  f i l e d  by you then?  

A. A DF was made up and s igned  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  
and t h i s  was--I took t h i s  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and b r i e f e d  
him on it .  

Q. DF what do you mean? 

A. Dispos i t ion  form, s i r .  This  i s  a 2 4 9 6 ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
i t ' s  t h e  DA form number. I t ' s  an i n t e r h e a d q u a r t e r s  communica-
t i o n  form, a s t a n d a r d  form. 

Q. Did t h i s  form have annexed t o  it s t a t e m e n t s  taken 
by BABINE? 

A. W e l l ,  i t  was n o t  t h a t  i t  would have--yes, s i r ,  I 
would s a y  t h a t  it d i d .  
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Q And d i d  t h e  s i n q l e  r e n o r t  cover bo th  a l l e q a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because it a l l  had t o  do  wi th  one unit 
and one o f f i c e r .  

Q Md one o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. ?hat I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q you remember i f  t h e  u n i t  involved  w a s  Task Force  
Barker o r  any of i t s  component c o m ~ a n i e s ?  

A. It w a s  ano the r  b a t t a l i o n ,  sir.  

Q. mere was t h a t  document f i l e d  i n  t h e  b r igade  head-
q u a r t e r s  ? 

A. It shou ld  be i n  t h e  provos t  m a r s h a l ' s  f i l e s ,  s i r ,  
i n  Duc Pho. 

LTC NOLL: When your  u n i t  went from Hawaii t o  Vietnam, d i d  
you t a k e  a l l  o f  t h e  people  wi th  you o r  most o f  t h e  people  wi th  
you t h a t  you had t r a i n e d ,  o r  d i d  you l o s e  a g r e a t  number of 
people? 

A .  The m a j o r i t y  of  them went w i t h  m e ,  s ir .  You're 
speak ing  o f  m i l i t a r y  n o l i c e ?  

Q. E s ?  

A. The m a j o r i t y  of  them went wi th  m e .  W e  l o s t  a few, 
due t o  s h o r t  t i m e  b e f o r e  ETS. 

Q. But no s i g n i f i c a n t  personne l  t u rbu lence?  

A. No, s i r .  

LTC NOLL: I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  else. 

COL WILSON: Major PITTMAN, do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  
any th ing  t h a t  you could o f f e r  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  keeping i n  mind t h a t  w e  ' r e  concerned p r i m a r i l y  
w i th  prev ious  r e p o r t s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  o r  s u ~ p r e s s s i o nof i n f o r -
mat ion,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was conducted 
du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
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a rea .  W e  have an extens ive  C I D  e f f o r t  going on over t h e r e  
now i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a number of noncombatants 
ind i sc r imina te ly  k i l l e d .  It would appear t h a t  i f  an element 
of the  br igade  d i d  t h i s ,  and t h i s  d i d  reach any l a r g e  por t ions ,  
t h a t  somebody should have t o l d  you about i t ,  you being t h e  
provos t  marshal. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir, and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  provost  
marshal had known about it, he  would have t o l d  me about it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  he  knew anything about i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  It was a f e e l i n g  t h e r e  though, 
s i r ,  that--I  f e e l  t h i s  is s i g n i f i c a n t  h e r e  and I feel--I  f e l t  
t h a t  I f a i l e d  i n  Vietnam i n  one a s p e c t ,  and t h i s  is convincing 
my commander, Colonel HENDERSON, of t h e  va lue  of my m i l i t a r y  
p o l i c e ,  how they could be used, being used t o  t h e  utmost t o  
suppor t  t h e  br igade .  H e  d i d n ' t  r e l y  on m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  as  
much as  I f e l t  t h a t  he should,  and knowing him, i t ' s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he conducted t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  without  saying 
anything t o  m e .  

Q Did he e v e r  appoint  you a t  any time t o  make any 
k ind  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  informal ly  o r  formally? 

A .  &11, I mean t h e  r o u t i n e  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i r ,  
when they came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  I immediately--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  No. I mean you as  an i n d i v i d u a l  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  any purpose by Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e ,  sir. 

9. Ell, do you have anything f u r t h e r  t h a t  might a s s i s t  
u s  i n  t h e  ma t t e r s  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  you t o ?  

A. Pb, sir .  

Q. lb you b e l i e v e  t h a t  such an even t  o r  such an 
occurrence a s  a l a r g e  number of noncombatants be ing  indiscrim-
i n a t e l y  k i l l e d  as a l l eged ,  i n  some cases  rounded up and s h o t ,  
could have happened without  t h e  br igade  s t a f f  knowing about i t ?  
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A.  Stood up, rounded up and s h o t ,  no,  s i r .  I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  it cou ld  have happened wi thou t  Lle b r i g a d e  s t a f f  know-
i n g  about i t ,  and I won ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  hapnened i n  t h a t  
manner u n t i l  somebody oroves  i t  t o  m e .  

Q W e l l ,  I s a y ,  I ' m  talcing t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i f  it had 
occur red ,  even w i t h  t h e  s e ~ a r a t i o nof Task Force  Barker l i k e  
it was from the  b r i q a d e  headqua r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho.? 

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  how i t  could have gone by my people ,  s i r .  
Somebody would have had t o  say  somethins  about an i n c i d e n t  of 
t h a t  n a t u r e ,  s i r .  There might be  a few g a n g s t e r s  i n  t h e  out-
f i t ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  be a whole company of  them o u t  t h e r e  a t  
one t i m e .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it' cou ld ' ve  hanpened and no t  
been r e p o r t e d .  

COL WILSON: Major PITTMAN, you a r e  o rdered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your  tes t imony du r ing  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n '  \w i th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  pe r fo r -
mance o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as  you may be r e a u i r e d  t o  do s o  
b e f o r e  a competent ,  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. 

I a l s o  would c a u t i o n  you t h a t  i f  you do  r e c e i v e  
an o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  of  United S t a t e s  
v.--Cal ley  , your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i -
~ a b i l i t yand e f f e c t  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  you 
w i l l ,  b u t  i n  c a s e  you do. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your cominq. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1841 h o u r s ,  20 January 
1973.) 
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